THE HISTORY OF A FORT.

A Description of Castle Williams
and How It Received Its Name.

To the Fditor of The Newe Yark Timrs:

In reply to the tetter of =, . I, {n your
issue of today, I beg to say the writer js en-
tirely correct. Perhaps the rnllonwing quota-
tilon on the aubjert from my *° Military His-
tory of (rovernors Ixland [‘nder Three Flagsa:
1637-18183,"" iy be of interest to many New
Yorkera who, while valuing Castie Willja'q
a3 a picturesque feature of our harbor, are
not famillar with its history.

castle Williams was begun in 187 and
completed tn 1811, as the crumbling dates in
the stone over the fateway set forth. It
was designed and built by ILieut. ol
Jonathan Williains, Engineer (Corps. The ma-
terial of the castle in Newark red sandstone,
1t rests on A bed af rock At the: extreine
narthwesterly point of the {sland. [ty form
It is three-{ifths of & circvie, 200 feet in diam-
eter. The walls are 40 feet in height, casna-
mated with boinb-proof arches [(or two ticra
of guns. Guns are alsa mounted on the topn,
to which aceess j8 had by twn anterior stnlle
turret stalrcases. The walls arc S feet thick
on the lower tier and 7 Teet onn the upper
tiecr. The arches are I in numiber, and ate
of 50 feet span. 2 feet thick and 24 fert long,

The cross walls are 7 feet thick  Dbe-
tween the arches aml 12 feet aut the ter-
mination of the szegment, The guns ara
mounted In such a mannher that the centre
of motion is iimnmediately under the muzzle
of the guns, so that, although tie angle of
fire {8 O4 degrees, the mouth of the gun
occupies always the same place, which per-
mits the throat of the embrasure to be So
small that a shot could not pass between the
gun and its side and the line of fire croas
at twenty feet distanve.

The wall arches are turned over each palr
of embrasures, so that if it were possible
for the enemy’s fire to batter a break into
the lower tier the upper one would rest upon
those arches and exhilnt the appenrance of
a bridge composel of very solid tlers. The
outside cut of the wall is laid in Flemish
twond and ecach stone jusetailed In surh a
manner that o one could be distiwated withis
out first lLeing hrolken to piesves, 1t on-
tained, in I1S12, twn stone powdsr magazines
and an inexhausatible well of finest water.
from which all the shipping might Dbe
watered with ease,

In a letter dated New York, Nov, 27, 1810,
addressed to the Secretary of War. Colonel
Jonathan Willilams of the Corps of Engl-
neers |ays:

I taKke the earliest opportunity af express-
ing my gratitude . the hizn honour con-
ferred ujronn me by adding tiny name to the
tCastle I erected upon the west point of
Governor's Island in this harbour,

Accompanyving 1hae letter referred to above
i= a copy of an order Jated PFort Columbus,
2t November, ISto, tssued by Caelonel Henry
Burbeck, tommamling New York Ilarbor,
whivh reads:

In future the rtons tower on the lIsland
{by the apprnhntiun of he :"'F‘l‘!‘t"liir}' of
Wary «ill bear the Hatae of Castle Williams
in honour of the CUoamimandant of the 17, =,
Corps of Englneers, who  designed and
erected it 10 1L ladd, Military Secretary.

Colonel Williamg also designed and butlt
the S W, Rattery at the lower end of Man-
hattan Island. This spot i~ still called tha
Battery. The fort was called (astle Clin-
ton In 1812, In 1825, after the removal of the
trouops from Castle ¢'linton to Giavernors Isl-
o], the fort was converied Into 2 place of
public amusement, the oll tame surviving
In the designation Castle oas ben,

FDMUND BANK S =MV,
haplala Governoars Island.
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