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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Golden Gate National Recreation Area

Fort Mason, Building 201

San Francisco, California 94123

W34 (GOGA-SUPT)
To:

All Employees, GOGA

From:

Brian O’Neill, General Superintendent
Subject:
Seasonal Public Use Restriction Lifted at Crissy Field Wildlife 



Protection Area
Effective today, the public use restriction requiring dogs to be on-leash in the Crissy Field Wildlife Protection Area is no longer in effect.  The park has determined that the Western Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus) are currently not present in the Crissy Field Wildlife Protection Area, having migrated to breeding areas.  The leash restriction was necessary to provide an area of reduced disturbance for resting and feeding by the Snowy Plover, a species listed as “threatened” under the federal Endangered Species Act.  

Lifting of the seasonal restriction allows for off-leash dog use, per the federal court opinion in June 2005, while the Snowy Plovers are not present in the Crissy Field Wildlife Protection Area.  The public use restriction to protect the Western Snowy Plover in the Plover Protection Area at Ocean Beach remains in place because Snowy Plovers have been observed on Ocean Beach during recent surveys.  

An effort to educate the public and dog owners on the seasonal activity restriction requiring dogs on-leash in the Wildlife Protection Areas from July to May will continue during the off-season.  The restriction will be put back in place when the plovers return in July.  Long-term dog management options for these two areas will be resolved through the Dog Management Plan/EIS and rule that the park is actively engaged in.  
We will notify the public of the lifting of the Crissy Field Wildlife Protection Area public use restriction through emails to park partners and groups taking part in the negotiated rulemaking process, as well as putting the current status on our web site and on the project information line number (415-561-4728) which is printed on all of our plover protection area signs.
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