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Hidden Gem at the
Golden Gate

FortBaker comprisesapproximately 335 acressetinacove atthenorthside of the Golden Gate Bridge.
Thisbeautiful historicareaincludesacorezone of 91 acres surroundingaparade ground, protecting
acollection of overtwo dozenhistoricmilitarybuildings datingfromthe turn of-the-century. Partners
have alsoadded new eco-friendly and architecturally sensitive buildings on the footprint of historic
buildingsto create programspaceandlodging. The main postis fronted by Horseshoe Cove,and over
one-mile of relatively pristine rockybay shoreline. The surrounding open space and hillsides, which
contain habitat for the endangered mission blue butterfly, contribute to the site’s significance. An
extensive trail systeminvites exploration. Withless fogand warmer temperatures than other coastal
sites, Fort Baker offers quiet solitude in a spectacular setting.

Fort Baker’s Early History

The Coast Miwok tribe inhabited the Fort Baker
area prior to its exploration and settlement by
Europeans. Wetlands, marshes and streams
provided many resources of daily living for the
indigenous peoples. The adjacent land often
served asseasonal encampmentsorvillages. The
area’srecorded history beganin 1775, when the

Spanish vessel San Carlos, under the command
of Juan Manuel de Ayala, entered San Francisco
Bay. Atthe end of the Mexican Warin 1848, this
area—partof William Antonio Richardson’svast
Rancho Sausalito—begantobesold toreal estate
speculators.

The Military Years
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In 1866, the United Statesgovernmentacquired the
siteandcreatedamilitaryreservationalongthe Marin
HeadlandstosafeguardSanFranciscoBay. Relatively
simple earthworkbatterieswere constructedinthe
1870s.Oneof these, Battery Cavallo,isaparticularly
fine example of seacoast fortifications of that
period.

Inthe1890’s,FortBakerwasformallyestablished.As
partofanefforttoreconstructcoastalfortifications
formajor U.S. harbors, massive concretebatteries
withthelatestinlongrange gunswerebuiltalong
the bluffs. By 1910, the construction of the post
wasessentiallycomplete. Thefortincluded eleven
Colonial Revival-style officer’shomes, barracks,
and communitybuildings for the troops, laid out
inacurve around agrassy parade ground with
plantings of pepper, elm and eucalyptus trees to
reduce wind and dust.

After World War I, most of the long range guns
were removed, and the post became inactive.
Butasworld tensionsincreasedinthe 1930s, Fort
Bakerwasreactivatedasaminedepot. Overthree
hundred underwater mines guarded the Golden
Gate during World War II, tended by the Army’s
“navy” of mine vessels berthed at Fort Baker.
The guns of Battery Yates were manned against
surprise surface raids.

Inthe Cold Waryears,thebuildingsat Fort Baker
wereusedfortraining Army Reservetroops,and
asheadquartersfortheanti-aircraftmissileunits
defending the Bay Area. With the end of the
Cold Warinthe 1970’s,the Army’s presence at
the historic post was significantly reduced.

Fort Baker is named for Edward Dickenson Baker, a
former U.S. Senator from Oregon. Active in California
politics in the 1850s, Baker lost his life while leading
a regiment of Union troops in the Civil War. He and
his wife are buried in the San Francisco National
Cemetery at the Presidio.




Fort Baker Today

This former Army site has been reborn as part
of a national park—the last of the dramatic
“post to park” conversions that have created
the Golden Gate National Parks. Hiking,
fishing, viewing wildlife, and spectacular
views of the Golden Gate and the Marin
Headlands await visitors to Fort Baker.

Several partners also provide recreation
and educational opportunities and visitor
amenities at Fort Baker.

Self-guided walking tours of the historic parade
ground and Horseshoe Coveareavailableatthe
Marin Headlands Visitor Center, the Bay Area
Discovery Museum, or at Cavallo Point—the
Lodgeatthe Golden Gate. Theyarealsoavailable
online at:
www.nps.gov/goga/planyourvisit/
fort-baker.htm

B Since 1991, the Bay Area Discovery
Museum has provided outstanding children’s
educational programs activities for the
6 months to 8 year-old set.

Information 415-339-3900
www.badm.org

B Travis Sailing Center located on the east
sideof Horseshoe Cove,offerssailinginstruction
and boat rentals.

Information 415-332-2319

B Themostdramaticrecentchangesareevident
in the historic and contemporary buildings
surroundingand overlooking Murray Circleand
the historic parade ground. Cavallo Point—
The Lodge at the Golden Gate, the newest
lodge in the National Park System, welcomes
visitors for aunique overnight stay in one of
68 historic and 74 contemporary guest rooms.
The Lodge also has arestaurant, bar, meeting
rooms and Healing Arts Center. The Lodge
was constructed to the highest standards of
environmental sustainability.

Information 415-339-4700
www.cavallopoint.com

B The Institute at the Golden Gate is a
new program of the Golden Gate National
Parks Conservancy in partnership with the
National Park Service. The Institute, which
will use facilities at the lodge, advances
environmental preservation and global
sustainability by facilitating cross-sector
dialogue and collaboration, encouraging
new partnerships and promoting action.

Information 415-339-4786
www.instituteatgoldengate.org
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