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Mr. Brent Plater 
Wild Equity Institute 
P.O. Box 191695 
San Francisco, CA 94119 

Dear Mr. Plater: 

This is an initial response to your Freedom ofInformation Act request dated December 27, 
2010. Your request is being tracked as NPS-2011-00185. Please include the tracking number 
in any future correspondence with this agency regarding your request. 

In your request you sought: 

"All information, incident reports, inter-agency and intra-agency communications, and all 
other available communications and documentation of off-leash or feral dogs impacting 
and/or harming people, other domestic animals, wildlife and habitats, or other park visitors 
or park values at the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. This request extends to all 
records created since October 2007 until the present." 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area staff has been searching for, and compiling, documents 
responsive to your request. The volume is substantial, already in the thousands of pages, many 
of which require careful redaction to protect individuals' personal privacy. Given this volume, 
and the Department of the Interior requirement for Regional Office and Solicitor review for 
any records withheld or redacted, the National Park Service (NPS) will release the records to 
you in batches after collection, review, and any necessary redactions. 

The initial release includes law enforcement case incident records, warning notices and 
violation notices for 2007 and 2008. They are contained on the attached compact disc with 
certain information redacted. The Department maintains that individuals have a personal 
privacy interest in this information. We do not perceive, nor have you enunciated any public 
interest that would be served in disclosing this data, which would outweigh the privacy interest 
of the subject individuals. Therefore, sound grounds exist for withholding the information 
pursuant to exemption 6 of the FOIA (5 USC 552 (b)(6)) which permits an agency to withhold 
"personal and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy." 
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You have the right to appeal this decision by writing to the Freedom of Information Act 
Appeals Officer, Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street NW, MS-6556, MIB, Washington, 
D.C. 20240. Your appeal must be in writing and received no later than 30 workdays after the 
date of this letter. A copy of your original request and this letter should accompany the appeal 
as well as a brief statement of the reasons why you believe this initial decision to be in error. 
The appeal should be marked "Freedom of Information Appeal" both on the envelope and on 
the face of the letter. 

Also as part of the 2007 OPEN Government Act FOIA Amendments, the Office of 
Government Infonnation Services (OGIS) was created to offer mediation services to resolve 
disputes between FOIA requesters and federal agencies as a nonexclusive alternative to 
litigation. Using OGIS services does not affect your right to pursue litigation. 

You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways: 

Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) 

National Archives and Records Administration 

Room 2510 

8601 Adelphi Road 

College Park, MD 20740-6001 


E-mail: ogis@nara.gov 

Phone: 301-837-1996 

Fax: 301-837-0348 

Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 


In addition to myself, Attorney Advisor Deborah Bardwick and FOIA Officer Kevin Killeen 
participated in this decision. If you have questions about the processing of your FOIA, Mr. 
Killeen can be reached at 206-220-4051. 

Sincerely, 

Christine S. Lehnertz 
Regional Director, Pacific West Region 

cc: Howard Levitt, Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
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