


















ERRATA 
 

RESTORE WETLAND HABITAT IN THE PRESIDIO QUARTERMASTER REACH 
PRESIDIO TRUST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

 
National Park Service 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
 

February 2012 
 
This Errata is an attachment to the Presidio Trust (Trust) Environmental Assessment (EA), and was 
developed by NPS for consideration in this decision. Subsequent to the Trust approved EA/FONSI  
(Sept. 2010), the Trust provided the National Park Service (NPS) with changes in their Selected 
Alternative and new project information.  This new information is disclosed in this Errata.  The Trust 
EA, together with the NPS FONSI, and these Errata sheets comprise the full and complete record of 
the NPS environmental impact analysis/conservation planning for the project.  
 
The Trust conducted public scoping for the Quartermaster Reach EA from October 8, 2009 to 
December 1, 2000 and then released the EA for public review from July 1, 2010 to August 1, 2010. 
Since a portion of the project is in Presidio Area A, it requires NPS approval to be implemented. As a 
cooperating agency in the NEPA process, the NPS adopted the EA and agreed with the Trust’s 
determination that the several public comments received during the review period did not give rise to 
substantive environmental issues or concerns on the selected alternative or its impacts, which would 
warrant the Trust to modify the EA preferred alternative, revise the EA text, or to reconsider the 
conclusions reached in the EA. The Trust approved a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), 
September 21, 2010 governing their activities, and a separate FONSI has been prepared for 
implementation of connected actions occurring in Area A within NPS jurisdiction.  The combined 
effect of all actions was evaluated, and was determined to be less than significant.  
 
As described in the EA, the project site for wetlands restoration is within the corridor of the ongoing 
Caltrans Presidio Parkway construction project to replace Doyle Drive, and part of it is in Area A. 
Under the selected Alternative, one component of the restoration project is to install three new culverts 
under Mason Street.  Planning and coordination have been ongoing between the Trust and Caltrans 
since the FONSI was signed to install the culverts and maximize wetlands restoration to the extent 
possible concurrently with parkway construction.  
 
Resource impact topics considered and assessed for each of the three alternatives in the EA, 1) Stream 
Alternative, 2) Wetland Alternative, and the 3) Lagoon Alternative included the following: 
 
 Water resources and quality; 
 Biological resources, including special status plant and wildlife species; and 
 Cultural resources 
 
The Trust determined that the impacts to all other resources were minor and did not require analysis, 
by the Trust. See EA, Page 43, 3.4 Other Resources. 
 
In order for the NPS to address construction impacts on park operations, utilities, and recreation and 
public use in Area A, NPS requested the Trust to provide information on the potential impacts of 
construction and installation of three large concrete culverts under Mason Street, as described for the 
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Selected Wetland Alternative, including mitigation measures to reduce or avoid any substantial 
impacts in Area A during construction/installation. 
 
On September 28, 2011, the Trust Project Manager (PM) informed the NPS by email that two culverts 
instead of three would be installed under Mason Street, due to lack of project funding. When additional 
funding is available, the Trust would install the third culvert as a separate project. The NPS was also 
informed that the existing utilities under the Bay Multiple-Use Trail (MUT) would be either protected 
or rerouted during construction, and that the Trust and Caltrans have agreed on a Traffic Management 
Plan (TMP), which will mitigate park visitor impacts and NPS operations by constructing a temporary 
Mason Street detour for two-way traffic and a MUT detour around the construction area for the 
culverts. The TMP will also accommodate an upcoming temporary Doyle Drive detour for the Caltrans 
parkway construction project, which will be adjacent to the south side of the Mason Street/MUT 
detours.  
 
THE TRUST EA SELECTED WETLAND ALTERNATIVE, SEPTEMBER 21, 2010 
 
Page 5, Section 2.2 Wetland Alternative (Preferred Alternative) 
“Existing storm water pipes would be daylighted throughout the project site and connect with Crissy 
Field Marsh through three 34-foot span box culverts placed beneath Mason Street.” 

 
 

Figure 1 Configuration of Culverts in Selected Alternative
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MODIFICATION OF THE TRUST SELECTED ALTERNATIVE AND NEW INFORMATION 
 
1. Modification of the Selected Wetland Alternative 

  
Figure A below for detail of two culverts side-by-side instead of three in the Final Detour, Staging, and 
Erosion Control Plan, Drawing No. C-04, Presidio Trust/URS consultants, submitted to GGNRA, 
September 28, 2011.  
 

  
 

Figure A. Detail of Culverts, Final Detour, Staging, and Erosion Control Plan Drawing 
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2. Traffic Management Plan  

  
The Trust and Caltrans prepared a draft TMP that will accommodate a temporary Doyle Drive detour, 
as well as temporary detours around the construction area for two-way Mason Street vehicle traffic, 
and for Bay Multiple-Use Trail (MUT) bicyclists and pedestrians.  
 
PM email, September 28, 2011: “Completion of the at-grade detour for Doyle does complicate the 
traffic detour for this project.  The ultimate detour plan will need to be developed and submitted by the 
contract based on how the contract plans to stage the project and in coordination with the Doyle Drive 
contractor.  The requirements will include the need to maintain the MUT and two-way Mason traffic 
through the construction site.  I’ve attached a mark-up of the current detour plan indicating what I 
think is a reasonable approach.  Essentially Mason would be routed between the relocated MUT and 
the northern edge of the at-grade detour.  There appears to be sufficient room to have a 30’ wide 
detour with a reasonable separation between the Mason detour and the Doyle detour.”  
 

See Figure A. Final Detour Plan on page 3 and attached Drawings Nos. G-3, C-01 through 13 for more 
details. 
 
3. UTIITIES PROTECTION DURING CONSTRUCTION  

 
PM email, September 28, 2011: “The utilities in the [Area A] MUT include Presidio 12kV electric, 
PG&E gas, and AT&T [fiber optic] communications.  The Presidio 12kV electric will either be 
protected in place or temporarily routed around the excavation (around the southern end).  The plans 
show a basic routing of the electric line.  The PG&E gas line will be abandoned by the time this 
project is constructed.  As part of the utility relocations for the Doyle Drive project, PG&E has 
installed a new gas line along the northern edge of Mason (in a joint trench with the electric lines).  
This new line will allow the abandonment of the existing line in the MUT.  The AT&T line will be 
protected in place.  According to the AT&T representative, the communications lines are shallow and 
will not conflict with the top of the culverts and can be supported in place during construction.”   
 
See attached construction Drawings C-07 through 13 for more details. 
 
4. NPS SPECIAL USE PERMIT (SUP) CONDITIONS AND MITIGATION MEASURES FOR THE 

TRUST TO IMPLEMENT PROJECT ACTIVITIES IN AREA A 
 
In addition to the Mitigation Measures in the attached NPS FONSI, Pages 5-7, and Conditions and 
BMPs noted on construction drawings, the NPS will issue a SUP for the Trust to implement the project 
activities occurring in Area A. The SUP will include, but may not be limited to, the following 
Conditions and Mitigations: 

 
 Trust Contractor to protect the north Mason Street curb and replace any damaged sections per NPS 

direction; 
 Trust Contractor to provide pedestrian and bicycle access on the MUT and around the project site 

during construction as shown in the Final Detour Plan, including signage; 
 Trust Contractor to provide two-way vehicle traffic on Mason Street and around the project site 

during construction as shown in the Final Detour Plan, including flaggers and signage; 
 Contractor to replace all MUT pavement removed within staging and work zones in Area A to pre-

construction conditions and striping; 
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 Contractor to provide fencing/barriers around entire work zone in Area A to restrict entry by 
public; 

 NPS post and cable fencing may be removed as needed, stored, and then replaced after culverts are 
backfilled per Trust and NPS direction. Any damaged posts or cabling/fencing fabric to be replaced 
to Trust and NPS satisfaction;  

 NPS vegetation north of MUT to be documented and replaced in-kind to NPS satisfaction; 
 The Trust will continue to collaborate with NPS to minimize or eliminate stormwater impacts to 

Crissy Marsh from the Doyle Drive Parkway project; and   
 The Trust will continue collaboration with NPS on Quartermaster Reach - specifically for inclusion 

in design review, construction scheduling, and review of contract language and specifications. 
 

CONCLUSION 
With implementation of the TMP and the conditions and mitigation measures as noted above, there 
would be negligible to minor impacts from the temporary Mason Street and the MUT detours on NPS 
park operations, utilities, and park visitors and visitor experience in Area A. The NPS has determined 
that the modification of the Selected Wetland Alternative and additional NPS impacts assessment 
disclosed in this Errata will not substantially change project activities to restore wetland habitat in the 
Presidio Quartermaster Reach or increase the degree of resource impacts already addressed in the EA.  

 
 
 



 
NPS DETERMINATION of NON-IMPAIRMENT 
 
Restore Wetland Habitat in the Presidio Quarter Master Reach EA/FONSI 
Wetland Alternative (NPS Selected Alternative) 
 
The following consideration of potential for impairment only applies to resource impacts of the 
selected alternative in Area A, and has been determined by GOGA.  
 
Biological Resources 
 
The Crissy Field Marsh and Lagoon are located in NPS managed Area A, a previously disturbed 
and developed park area. Biological resources in both areas would be affected by short-term 
construction impacts of the Selected Alternative. However, in the long term, restoration activities 
would prove beneficial to biological resources in the project site and vicinity by expanding 
native habitat, including habitat types rare to the Presidio, and improving habitat connectivity 
between the Thompson Reach and Crissy Field Marsh. Habitat restoration could also have a 
beneficial effect on special-status plant species by increasing the amount and diversity of habitat 
available for colonization by the species. The impact on special-status plant individuals at the 
interface between the project site and Crissy Field Marsh during construction would be minor 
because native plants would be salvaged prior to grading. Erosion control measures in place 
during construction would minimize sediment delivery to Crissy Field Marsh and impacts on 
aquatic flora and fauna species present in the marsh. As the selected alternative would be 
designed to reduce scour and water velocities, scour from increased flow velocities through the 
project site that could otherwise negatively impact aquatic species in Crissy Field Marsh would 
also be minimized. Dust control would reduce the level of impact on flora and fauna to minimal 
levels. There would, therefore, be no impairment to Area A biological resources as defined under 
NPS Management Policies 2006, Sections 1.4.5 and 1.4.6.  
 
 
Water Resources 
 
The selected alternative would have no adverse impacts on surface water flow, groundwater 
conditions, or water quality in Area A.  Although there would be short term, construction-related 
impacts to water quality, construction best management practices would be implemented to 
maintain appropriate erosion and siltation controls during and following construction. Over the 
long term, flood water attenuation and filtration by the restored wetland are expected to provide 
improvements to water quality in both the Quartermaster Reach (Trust) and the receiving Crissy 
Field Marsh (NPS). There would be no impairment to Area A water resources as defined under 
NPS Management Policies 2006, Sections 1.4.5 and 1.4.6.  
 
Cultural Resources 
 
The selected alternative has the potential to disturb known and unknown cultural resources and 
would be subject to existing protocols and practices to minimize or avoid potential adverse 
effects. There would be an indirect effect to Building 227 from the construction of a retaining 
wall to protect its foundation and associated parking, but this adverse effect would be mitigated 
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through project design. Proposed interpretive enhancements would increase public awareness of 
the Presidio’s cultural resources and have a beneficial effect. 
 
The Trust submitted the EA to all Presidio Trust Programmatic Agreement (PTPA) parties, 
including SHPO, ACHP, and the NPS, as a supplemental consultation package along with a 
summary of comments gathered during public scoping, a draft Area of Potential Effect (APE), a 
cultural resource inventory report, a preliminary finding of effect, and a request for review and 
comment pursuant to the PTPA. The SHPO concurred with the Trust’s determination that the 
project would have “No Adverse Effect” on cultural resources within the APE, including Area, 
September 21, 2010, with the following conditions: 
 
 The stone retaining wall north of Building 228 will be preserved and protected from effects 

from the undertaking. 
 All ground disturbing activities within the APE will be subject to the requirements of the 

Trust’s PTPA and require an Archaeological Management and Assessment and Monitoring 
Plan to determine whether subsurface coring or trenching and/or test excavations are needed 
before ground disturbance. Ground disturbing activities and construction will be closely 
monitored in accordance with this plan. 

 If the Quartermaster Dump or other archaeological resource is discovered in the APE during 
the Quartermaster Reach undertaking, work in that area will cease, Archaeological 
Management and Assessment and Monitoring Plan will be implemented, and SHPO and NPS 
will be contacted to determine the proper course of action. 

 The Presidio Trust will consult with SHPO, NPS, and the PTPA parties on the 
reestablishment of Mason Street in order to ensure retention of its current width and 
alignment, and to minimize changes to the north and south road profiles through the culvert 
corridor.  

 
Based on the analysis and professional judgment, all of the identified impacts are acceptable as a 
result of implementing the selected alternative.  The NPS has, therefore, determined that impacts 
from the selected alternative will not impair park resources or values and will not violate the 
NPS Organic Act. In all cases, foreseeable impacts are related to actions that would preserve and 
restore park resources and values, which would ultimately lead to their benefit and not to their 
impairment. 
 
 
 
 
 


