
Memo to files 
 
February 25, 2010 
 
From:  Shirwin Smith 
 
Subject: Suggested Elements of GGNRA permit program for dog walking under proposed new regulation 
 

• Permit valid for 12 months from date of issue.   
• Cost - $100/4 dogs; $150/5 dogs; $200/6 dogs for cost recovery.  Payment by credit card only. 

No refunds allowed 
• Application form includes details of dog walking regs and a statement that the applicant has 

read and understands them, and the form must be signed. 
• Require proof of training from existing training course – Marin Humane, SFSPCA etc. 
• Permit design:  

o Plastic card, with photo and permit holders name/address/# of dogs  
o Have month/year that permit issued in large font - easy for LE to quickly read. 

•  
  
  

• Per SPUG Chief, this permit work load could be handled by existing staff. 
 

Question: 
o Should proof of insurance be required for issuance of permit or is signing a statement on 

the application saying dog walker accepts liability for any accident/incident/injury 
sufficient?  GET AGREEMENT ON THIS FROM FRANK AND BARBARA.    RM53: 
“Superintendents will ensure that measures to protect the United States’ interests are 
incorporated into permits for special park uses. To ensure this protection, 
superintendents will include in each permit issued some, or all, of the following items, 
depending on the activity”..then follows a list of protective items, one of which is 
liability insurance – have Supt. review.  
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Memo to files 
 
March 24, 2010 
 
From:  Shirwin Smith 
 
Subject: Suggested elements of permit program for dog walking under proposed new regulation, with 
commercial dog walking guidelines from Reg Neg committee added. 
 

• Permit valid for 12 months from date of issue.   
• Cost - $100/4 dogs; $150/5 dogs; $200/6 dogs for cost recovery.  Payment by credit card only. No 

refunds allowed 
• Application form includes details of dog walking regs and a statement that the applicant has read 

and understands them, and the form must be signed. 
• Permit design:  

o Plastic card, with photo and permit holders name/address/# of dogs  
o Have month/year that permit issued in large font - easy for LE to quickly read. 

•  
  
  

• Require proof of training from existing training course – Marin Humane, SFSPCA etc. 
 
Permit requirements from reg neg not already included in permit or dog walking regs: 
• Dog walker must pickup dog waste for all dogs in their care. 
• 

 

• Dog walkers must abide by all GGNRA rules regarding dogs while on GGNRA lands 
 
Not considered by park at this time. 

• Dog walkers will carry a liability insurance policy for $1 million.  Proof of policy must be shown to 
acquire permit.   

• Dog walkers will be able to use the GGNRA lands from 8 am to 5 pm Monday though Friday. 
Saturday and Sunday.  Professional Dog walkers will be not allowed in the GGNRA lands from 11 am 
to 3 pm. 

•  
 

 
Question: 

o Should proof of insurance be required for issuance of permit or is signing a statement on 
the application saying dog walker accepts liability for any accident/incident/injury 
sufficient?  GET AGREEMENT ON THIS FROM FRANK AND BARBARA.    RM53: 
“Superintendents will ensure that measures to protect the United States’ interests are 
incorporated into permits for special park uses. To ensure this protection, superintendents 
will include in each permit issued some, or all, of the following items, depending on the 
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activity”..then follows a list of protective items, one of which is liability insurance – have 
Supt. review.  

 
 
 



DRAFT 
 
Memo to files 
 
April 7, 2010 
 
From:  Shirwin Smith 
 
Subject: Proposed elements of permit program for Dog Management EIS 
 

 
 

 
 

 
1) Permit Terms and Conditions  

•   
 

  
 

  
   
o  

• Initially, all permits will be valid for 12 months from date of issue, but following that, permits may 
be issued for either shorter or longer periods, based on information gained in first 12 months.   

•  
 

• All permit applications will include applicable NPS regulations and a statement that the permit 
holder accepts liability for any accident/incident/injury resulting from the permitted use.  Applicant 
signature serves as confirmation that the applicant has read and accepts all terms and conditions. 

• All permits will require proof of insurance: for commercial dog walkers, 1M liability (per Negotiated 
Rulemaking Committee consensus); for private dog walkers, commercially reasonable liability 
insurance (available through homeowner’s or renter’s insurance).  

• All permits will require proof of training from existing training courses offered by organizations 
such as Marin Humane, SFSPCA etc. 

 
3) Costs 

• Permit charges will not exceed costs, per Directors Order 53. 
• Commercial permit costs may differ from private permit costs. 
• Private permits payable by credit card only and no refunds allowed. 

 
4) Permit design 

• Plastic card, with photo and permit holders name/address - month/year issued in large, easily 
legible font  

• Commercial permits may require additional identifying elements. 
 
 4) Enforcement/Revocation  

•  
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Memo to files 
 
April 15, 2010 
 
From:  Shirwin Smith 
 
Subject: Proposed elements of permit program for Dog Management EIS 
 

 
 

 
 

 
1) Permit Terms and Conditions  

• Terms/conditions for commercial dog walker permits and private dog walker permits may differ.  
 

 
 

  
 

 
  
 . 

• Initially, all permits will be valid for 12 months from date of issue, but following that, permits may 
be issued for either shorter or longer periods, based on information gained in first 12 months.   

•  

• All permit applications will include applicable NPS regulations and a statement that the permit 
holder accepts liability for any accident/incident/injury resulting from the permitted use.  Applicant 
signature serves as confirmation that the applicant has read and accepts all terms and conditions. 

• All permits will require proof of insurance: for commercial dog walkers, 1M liability; for private dog 
walkers, commercially reasonable liability insurance (available through homeowner’s or renter’s 
insurance).  

• All permits will require proof of training from existing training courses offered by organizations 
such as Marin Humane, SFSPCA etc. 

 
3) Costs 

• Permit charges will not exceed costs, per Directors Order 53. 
• Commercial permit costs may differ from private permit costs. 
• Private permits payable by credit card only and no refunds allowed. 

 
4) Permit design 

• Plastic card, with photo and permit holders name/address - month/year issued in large, easily 
legible font  

• Commercial permits may require additional identifying elements. 
 
 

1 
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GOGA BusManDivision  Draft 6/27/07 
 

Commercial Dog Walker Concepts 
 

 
1. All dogs commercially walked must be on a leash. 
 
2. All leashes shall be no longer than 6 ft. in length 
 
3. There is a limit of 6 dogs per walker. 
 
4. Insurance requirements. 
 
5. Commercial Use Authorization fee:  percentage of annual income. 
 
6. Limit number of visits to the park per dog walking company. 
 
7. Identification (vest, visor, hat, with permit/expiration date) must be 
carried at all times and produced for any NPS employee upon request. 
 
8. Feces must be removed and disposed of in a closed/sealed bag then 
placed in a garbage can, preferably in a location other than on GGNRA 
lands. 
 
9.  Dogs must be leashed and held at all times including getting in and 
out of vehicles, relief breaks, walking. 
 
10. Commercial dog walking not allowed on weekends. 
 
11. Limit # of authorizations issued 
 
12. Designate areas specific to commercial dog walking. 
 
13. Licensing, educations, cerfications, etc. requirements 
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