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Foundation Statement 
The Foundation Statement is used to guide current and future planning and management of Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area in its entirety, including Muir Woods National Monument and Fort 
Point National Historic Site. The foundation is grounded in the park’s legislation and from knowledge 
acquired since the park was originally established. It provides a shared understanding of what is most 
important about the park. This Foundation Statement describes the park’s purpose, significance, 
fundamental resources and values, primary interpretive themes, and special mandates.  
 
 
ELEMENTS OF A FOUNDATION STATEMENT 
 
The park’s legislation guided the staff in 
understanding and documenting why Congress 
and the president created these parks. The 
Foundation Statement defines each of the 
following elements: 
 
 Park Purpose  

The park purpose is a specific reason for why 
Congress and/or the president established the 
park as a unit of the national park system. The 
purpose statement provides the most 
fundamental criteria against which the 
appropriateness of all planning 
recommendations, operational decisions, and 
actions are tested. The purpose of each park is 
based in the enabling legislation and 
legislative history. 

 
 Park Significance  

Guided by legislation and the knowledge 
acquired through management, research, and 
civic engagement, statements of significance 
define what is most important about the 
park’s resources and values. In defining the 
park significance statements, the staff focused 
on the attributes that make the park’s 
resources or values important enough to be 
included in the national park system. Each of 
these parks contains many significant 
resources, but not all these resources 
contribute to why the park was designated.  

 

The purpose and significance statements are 
used to guide planning and management 
decisions to ensure that the resources and 
values that Congress and the president wanted 
preserved are the first priority.  
 

 Fundamental Resources and Values 
The National Park Service works to ensure 
that those resources and values that are 
fundamental to maintaining the park’s 
significance are preserved for public 
enjoyment. Understanding the fundamental 
resources and values that support each 
significance statement will provide managers 
and their staff with a focus on what is truly 
most important about each park. If the 
fundamental resources and values are 
degraded, then the significance of what is 
most important about may be jeopardized.  
 

 Primary Interpretive Themes 
Primary interpretive themes describe what 
needs to be interpreted to provide visitors with 
opportunities to understand and appreciate the 
purpose and significance of the park. The 
themes describe the key stories and concepts 
related to the park significance. The 
development of primary interpretive themes 
provide the foundation on which the park’s 
educational and interpretive program is based. 
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Preface 
 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ORGANIC ACT OF 1916 
Each unit of the National Park System was established by a specific law or presidential proclamation, 
in addition to being governed by the National Park Service Organic Act of 1916 which created the 
Park Service and defined its mission - 

.....  The service this [Act of 1916] established shall promote and regulate the use of the 
Federal areas known as national parks, monuments, and reservations herein after 
specified by such means and measures as conform to the fundamental purpose of the 
said parks, monuments, and reservations, which purpose is to conserve the scenery and 
the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the 
enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them 
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations. 

 
 
 
GOLDEN GATE BIOSPHERE RESERVE 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area, Muir Woods National Monument, and Fort Point National 
Historic Site contribute to the lands and waters that comprise the internationally recognized Golden 
Gate Biosphere Reserve. Designated in 1988 as part of the United Nations – Man and the Biosphere 
Program, the Golden Gate Biosphere Reserve is the only one in the world to span marine, coastal, and 
upland resources adjacent to a major metropolitan area. Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
connects designated international, national, state and local environments of importance. 
 
 
 
GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
Park managers must follow many laws, policies, and directives when managing national parks. In 
addition, we have identified some fundamental principles that will help guide the management of the 
park.  
 
 
 Sustainability 

We will continue to learn about and use 
practices that help sustain the resources of our 
park. Sustainability will be fundamental to the 
facilities, projects, programs, and operations of 
the park, using sound environmental 
management practices. We will demonstrate 
environmental leadership and seek opportunities 
to promote sustainability and stewardship to 
park visitors, neighboring communities, and 
stakeholders we serve. 
 
 
 

 
 
 Civic Engagement 

We are dedicated to ongoing, dynamic 
conversations with the communities we serve. 
We will provide opportunities for meaningful 
involvement to promote better understanding 
and communication, discuss concerns, and 
express values and preferences when park 
decisions and policies are being developed and 
implemented. 
 
 
 
 
 



 Community Based Stewardship 
We are committed to ongoing involvement of 
individuals and organizations in understanding, 
caring for, and preserving the park’s natural 
habitats, historic places, and trails. This 
community stewardship brings the commitment 
to preserve our common heritage and public 
lands—national treasures that can best be 
sustained with the help of others. 
 
 
 Regional Collaboration 

In working to preserve our park’s resources 
unimpaired for future generations, park 
managers will establish and maintain 
cooperative relationships with managers of 
adjacent public lands; tribal, state, and local 
governments; community organizations; and 
private landowners. We will collaborate with 
others to ensure that watersheds, ecosystems, 
viewsheds, historic resources, and trail and 
transportation systems that extend beyond park 
boundaries are considered holistically, in order 
to best preserve important park resources, 
provide equitable and sustainable access, and 
advance the goal of creating a seamless network 
of parks.  
 

 Partnerships 
We will continue to build on the legacy of the 
many partnerships that have extended our ability 
to protect resources and serve the public since 
the park was established. Through mutual 
collaboration, shared values, and learning, these 
partnerships have created outcomes beyond any 
one organization’s individual capacity. 
Partnerships will continue to be an important 
way to accomplish the park’s mission and build 
a community of stewardship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       Trail stewardship project at Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
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Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Summary 
 
PARK PURPOSE 

The purpose of Golden Gate National Recreation Area is to offer national park experiences to a 
large and diverse urban population while preserving and interpreting its outstanding natural, 
historic, scenic, and recreational values. 
 
 

PARK SIGNIFICANCE 
1. The convergence of the San Andreas Fault, San Francisco Bay at the Golden Gate, and the 

California coastline creates a dynamic landscape and environment of exceptional scientific value. 
 
2. The undeveloped remnant coastal corridor of marine, estuarine, and terrestrial ecosystems supports 

exceptional native biodiversity and provides a refuge for one of the largest concentrations of rare, 
threatened, and endangered species in the national park system. 

 
3. The park includes the largest and most complete collection of military installations and 

fortifications in the country, dating from Spanish settlement in 1776 through the 20th century.  
These installations served as command post for the Army in the Western United States and the 
Pacific. This long period of military presence has yielded one of the most extensive collections of 
historic architecture in the national park system. 

 
4. Alcatraz Island is the site of pre-Civil War fortifications, served as the nation’s first military prison, 

later became the most notorious maximum security penitentiary in the United States, and 
subsequently was the site of the occupation that helped ignite the movement for American Indian 
self-determination. 

 
5. The headlands of the Golden Gate and its scenic landscape, vistas, and coastal environment are 

internationally recognized as the panoramic backdrop to the metropolitan San Francisco Bay area 
and contribute to the quality of life of the people who live in the region. 

 
6. The continuum of park resources at the doorstep of the San Francisco Bay area provides an 

abundance of recreational and educational opportunities. 
 
7. Parklands are within the traditional homelands of Coast Miwok and Ohlone people. They contain 

indigenous archeological sites with native heritage, historic, and scientific values. 
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Park Purpose Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
 

The purpose of Golden Gate National Recreation Area is to offer national park 
experiences to a large and diverse urban population while preserving and 
interpreting its outstanding natural, historic, scenic, and recreational values. 

 
 
 
 
The National Park Service Organic Act of 1916 
states that units of the national park system are 
established “to conserve the scenery and the 
natural and historic objects and the wild life 
therein and to provide for enjoyment of the 
same in such manner and by such means as to 
leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of 
future generations.” This statement represents 
the most basic mission of Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area. 
 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area was 
created during an era of growing environmental 
awareness and rapid disappearance of open 
lands and historic sites. In the late 1960s a 
remarkable convergence of events highlighted 
the vulnerability of widely beloved landscapes 
and landmarks surrounding the Golden Gate; 
these events spurred the government to respond 
with a study and the citizens to organize a 
political vehicle to preserve these natural 
settings. Based on the study and the urgings of 
the organized public, the federal government 
supported a new national park and adopted the 
slogan “parks to the people.” Congress and the 
president were motivated by the fact that most 
Americans resided in urban areas and were 

ordinary people who seldom, if ever, went to 
national parks. The national recreation area 
preserves nationally significant resources in and 
adjacent to the City of San Francisco and 
thereby offers an exceptional opportunity to 
provide national park experiences to a large and 
diverse urban population. This concept is clearly 
reflected in the legislative history of the national 
recreation area, congressional records, and the 
memories of the people who were involved. 
 
The enabling legislation establishing the park, 
recognizing that heavy use could impair its 
“outstanding natural, historic, scenic and 
recreational values,” reconfirmed the mandate 
of the Organic Act: “In the management of the 
recreation area, the Secretary of the Interior 
shall utilize the resources in a manner which 
will provide for recreation and educational 
opportunities consistent with sound principles of 
land use planning and management. …the 
Secretary shall preserve the recreation area, as 
far as possible, in its natural setting, and protect 
it from development and uses which would 
destroy the scenic beauty and natural character 
of the area.”  
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Muir Woods National Monument 
Summary 
 
PARK PURPOSE 

The purpose of Muir Woods National Monument is to preserve the primeval 
character and ecological integrity of the old-growth redwood forest for scientific 
values and inspiration. 
 
 
 

PARK SIGNIFICANCE 
1. Muir Woods National Monument preserves the last remnant old-growth forest close to an urban 

center that retains its primeval character. The establishment of the monument is an important 
manifestation of early 20th century conservation history. 

 
2. The old growth forest ecosystem of the coastal redwoods. 
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Park Purpose Muir Woods National Monument 
 

The purpose of Muir Woods National Monument is to preserve the primeval 
character and ecological integrity of the old-growth redwood forest for scientific 
values and inspiration. 

 
 
The great San Francisco earthquake of April 
1906 became the catalyst for a gift of land that 
led to the Bay Area’s first national park area. 
Water was in short supply, and a number of 
companies scurried to supply water sources to 
the city by creating new reservoirs. 
 
James Newlands, president of the North Coast 
Water Company, saw the city’s need as an 
opportunity for personal profit.  Assessing 
potential reservoir sites, Newlands came across 
a grove of redwoods in Marin County that were 
owned by William Kent.   
 
Kent was a wealthy Bay Area native who hailed 
from a family with a long tradition of 
progressive reform. Recognizing San 
Francisco’s desperate situation and the potential 
of harvesting the redwood grove to create a 
reservoir, Newlands approached Kent to 
purchase the 47 acres. Kent declined the offer in 
order to retain the property for its beauty – 
especially since it was the last intact stand of 
redwoods in the Bay Area.  
 
After Newlands filed a condemnation suit in 
state court, arguing that the public good of the 
reservoir exceeded Kent’s right to keep the 
property, Kent devised a means to thwart the 

lawsuit. On December 26, 1907, he mailed the 
deed to 295 acres of his land, including the 47-
acre tract targeted by the lawsuit, to Secretary of 
the Interior James R. Garfield, requesting that 
the government accept the gift for establishment 
of a national monument in honor of John Muir 
under the provisions of the recently enacted 
Antiquities Act of 1906.  
 
Kent urged quick federal action on his gift, and 
12 days later, on January 9, 1908, President 
Theodore Roosevelt signed a proclamation 
establishing Muir Woods National Monument.  
The proclamation stated that the tract contained 
“an extensive growth of redwood trees (Sequoia 
sempervirens)” that was “of extraordinary 
scientific interest and importance because of the 
primeval character of the forest in which it is 
located, and of the character, age and size of the 
trees.” 
 
The national monument was the tenth national 
monument to be so designated and the sixth to 
be placed under Department of the Interior 
administration.  It was the first national 
monument to be located in proximity to a major 
city and the first to consist of former privately 
owned lands. 
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Fort Point National Historic Site 
Summary 
 
 
PARK PURPOSE 

The purpose of Fort Point National Historic Site is to preserve and interpret the 
Civil War-era fortifications at the Golden Gate. 
 
 
 

PARK SIGNIFICANCE 
1. Fort Point, one of only two remaining intact Third System forts in the United States, represents the 

culmination of American military technology, architecture, and construction during the first half of 
the 19th century— the most fundamental of which was the arrangement of guns in multiple tiers. 
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Park Purpose Fort Point National Historic Site 
 

The purpose of Fort Point National Historic Site is to preserve and interpret the 
Civil War-era fortifications at the Golden Gate. 
 

 
 
Built on the site of a tiny Spanish gun battery, 
called Castillo de San Joaquin, Fort Point was 
one of the first major U.S. Army installations in 
the Bay Area. Constructed during the 1850s, the 
fort became the front line of American defense 
on the Pacific Ocean. Long regarded as an 
outstanding example of masonry fort 
construction, Fort Point, a classic brick and 
granite fortification that is the only one of its 
style on the west coast of the United States, had 
been the subject of preservation interests since 
the 1920s. In 1926 the barracks closed and the 
fort was abandoned.  
 
During the design of the Golden Gate Bridge in 
the 1930s, serious discussion about Fort Point’s 
demolition began. Only the intervention of 
Joseph Strauss, the powerful and authoritarian 
chief engineer of the Golden Gate Bridge 
project, prevented its destruction. Strauss 
initially thought that the site offered the best 
location for the caisson that would anchor the 
San Francisco end of the bridge, but a tour of 
the fort persuaded him that it was worth 
preserving. He redesigned the bridge and moved 
the caisson several hundred feet. During World 

War II, soldiers were stationed at Fort Point, but 
after the end of the war the fort was abandoned 
again and stood vacant in the shadow of the 
bridge. 
 
In 1959 a group of military retirees and civilian 
engineers — impressed with the structure — 
formed the Fort Point Museum Association. The 
association raised funds for preservation and 
lobbied for establishment of the fort as a 
national historic site. A decade-long grassroots 
movement to save the fort from decay took 
shape with the leadership and financial support 
of the Sixth Army and the local business 
community.  
 
In 1968 local congressional representatives 
introduced bills to establish the national historic 
site, and on October 16, 1970, President Richard 
M. Nixon signed the bill that authorized Fort 
Point National Historic Site “to preserve and 
interpret for future generations the historical 
significance of Fort Point in the Presidio of San 
Francisco, California.” 
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