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Brian O'Neill, Superlnt'Wctent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201' 
San FranCisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

1 support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project ,at 
Fort Funston. 

I belleve this project is just one step toward better proteCtion of the 
unique blological and geologie features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic mana&ement plan for the region, rAm 
more focus on proteCting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be mana&ed for its biological and historlc.a1 features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the publlc land 
entrusted to ir. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
rhe NPS mhsion in response to a few spedallnterest groups. As a 
~ublic entity you are cbarged with serving the broader public, not 
Ju..~t those wbo have the means to laullch a malicious campaign of 
self-interest. -

SIncerely, 
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California Native plant Societ~ 

Superintendent Brian O'Neill 

Verba Buena Chapter 
150 Haight Street #102 

San Francisco, ~ eU2 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
. Bay & Franklin Streets, Building 201 
Fort Mason 
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San Francisco, Calif. 94123 

RE: Proposed Year-Round Closure at Fort Funston 

Dear Superintendent O'Neill: 

elL: B.O'/J$ 
(J M.Sc.# 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Y ear-Round Closure at Fort 
Funston. The California Native Plant Society has over 10,000 members, nearly 500 of which live in 
San Francisco and northern San Mateo County. Founded 35 years ago, CNPS seeks to protect 
California's native plants through science and education. 

CNPS strongly supports the proposed action to protect the bank swallow colony, enhance 
native plant communities, and reduce human-caused impacts to the coastal bluffs and dunes. To do 
so is entirely within the rights and obligations of the National Park Service as it seeks to carry out its 
mission as set forth in the Organic Act of 1916. 

We note with approval the other legislation and master plans cited in the comment letter 
submitted by the National Parks and Conservation Association and the Natural Resources Defense 
Council as further evidence of the park's obligation to protect natural resources in decline. We also 
note that the Code of Federal Regulations, like the codes governing all California state parks and San 
Mateo County parks, states that all pets must be on a leash. Why is this regulation (36 CFR 2.15) not 
being enforced at Fort Funston and other units? 

Years ago, when the park decided to designate all of Fort Funston as an area where dogs 
could roam off-leash, it created the conditions that led inevitably to the current crisis. The park could 
have fulfilled its obligation to protect natural resources,even if it decided to ignore 36 CFR 2.15, by 
designating sections of Fort Funston for intensive recreational use. Allowing such activities 
throughout the entire unit left precious few areas where its significant natural resources weren't 
damaged by heavy use. Hence, when it became apparent around 1990 that natural resources-
particularly the threatened colony of bank swallows--were deteriorating at an unacceptable rate, the 
park had to use fences to protect 23 acres from intensive recreational use. The current proposal to 
protect an additional 12 acres is a further statement by the park that it erred decades ago in allowing 
off-leash dog use on all of Fort Funston's 230 acres. 

There is ample evidence that allowing large numbers of recreational users--whether adults, 
pet owners, or off-leash dogs themselves--to trample dune vegetation is not sustainable. Trampling 
has eliminated even iceplant (Carpobrotus edulis), one of the most durable plants around! The 
closure notice properly points out that native dune vegetation must survive in a harsh environment 
characterized by scouring sands, high solar radiation, extreme fluctuations in temperature, low 
nutrient conditions, salt spray, and low water retention. Despite their impressive abilities to surVive in 
such an environment, very few dune species are able to withstand repeated trampling. For that 
reason, many heavily visited parks along the California coast provide designated trails across their 
dunes. These include the Presidio's Crissy Field and Lobos Creek dunes, Asilomar State Park, 
Marina State Beach, Pescadero State Beach, and others. We know of no other dune system with 
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significant natural resources where visitors and their dogs are encouraged to roam throughout the 
dune vegetation. 

It is not too late to correct the damage caused by two decades of unregulated visitor use. 
Although hammered by decades of Army construction activities and extensive plantings of iceplant 
and other weeds, Fort Funston harbors a critical remnant of the San Francisco dune complex, once 
the fourth largest system in California and a hotspot of dune plant and animal diversity. As the park's 
notable efforts at Lobos Creek dunes and Crissy Field demonstrate, even thoroughly damaged dune 
plant communities can be nursed back to ecological health if there are suitable remnant populations 
of native species nearby. At Fort Funston the park has had remarkable success in restoring dune 
communities. 

But despite such efforts we're still losing ground. In the mid-1970s botanists found 21 native 
plant species that have not been located since (data compiled from enclosed plant list). Other species, 
including the endangered Sari Francisco lessingia (Lessingia germanorum), disappeared before 
botanists were able to survey the former military base. (Peter Raven, co-author of the 1958 flora of 
San Francisco, told me that they were unable to gain access to Fort Funston during their field 
research.) Of the remaining 96 native plant species~ several are holding on by a slender thread. Some 
have the misfortune of making their last stand outside the two closed areas. Is the park willing to 
stand by and watch them disappear under the feet of its visitors? 

The remnant dune flora and the wildlife it supports deserves greater protection than it now 
receives. Heavy recreational use--ofwhatever kind--distributed widely across the landscape is 
incompatible with resource protection. Providing sufficient protection for natural resources on only 
15% of Fort Funston's land base--35 out of230 acres--is clearly not in line with the park's 
commitment in the 1980 Master Plan and other documents to minimize impacts to natural resources. 
Even the Presidio, with a far more complicated matrix of development and users, will return nearly 
30% of its area (ca. 400 acres out of 1,440) to a natural state. The amount of land dedicated to natural 
resource protection at Fort Funston should be even higher. 

Doing so won't spell the demise of Fort Funston as a place that welcomes diverse types of 
recreation. It simply requires situating the most intensive recreational uses in areas where they will 
do the least amount of damage. If the park closes additional areas--as it must do in order to protect 
declining natural resources and fulfill its obligations under the Organic Act and other guiding 
documents--without a major planning effort, the park will be visited by another unnecessary head-on 
collision. One of the purposes of planning, after all, is to avoid train wrecks. It is time to create a 
master plan for Fort Funston. 

We will close by celebrating the well-deserved accomplishments of the Fort Funston Green 
Team in their efforts to restore vibrant dune communities along its bluffs. There is no better way to 
educate the public about the marvelous natural resources in this national park than through the magir 
of hands-on activities in the nursery and in the field. Leading stewardship activities is the highest 
form of interpretation since it enables the public to connect in a powerful and emotional way with the 
land itself. The park ought to expand its interpretive and resource management activities at Fort 
Funston in ways that provide opportunities for diverse communities to become involved. 

Pete Holloran 
President 
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}'on Funston Plant List 
Compiled by sight from the following visits: 21 March 1996 by Pete Holloran, Jake Sigg. 
and Randy Zebell; 20 May 1997 by Ingrid Cabada, Pete Holloran, Marck Menke, Jake 
S igg, and Randy Zebell; 13 March 1998 by Ingrid Cabada, Sharon Farrell, Pete Holloran, 
and Mary Petrilli; 20 April 2000 by Ingrid Cabada and Pete Holloran; 29 April 2000 by 
Pete HlI>lloran; and 8 July 2000 by Pete Holloran. Additional species from other plant 
lists, including one from 1975 by Dennis Breedlove, are marked with an asterisk if they 
have not been seen during recent visits. 

Abronia latifolia 
Abronia umbellata* 
Acaci$llongifolia 
Acaena pinnatifida var. califomica 
Achillea millefolium 

~ 

Agoseris apargioides var. apargioides 
Agoseris apargioides var. eastwoodiae ' 
Albizia lophantha 
Ambrosia chamis~onis 
Ammophila arenaria 
Aillsinckia sp. 
Anagallis arvensis . 
Anaphalis margaritacea 
Angelica hendersonii * 
fmth .. iscus caucalis 
Aphanes occidentalis* 
Argyranthemum·foeniculaceum (? ~ horticultural Chrysanthemum sp.) 
Anneria maritima ssp. califomica 
Artemisia califomica 
Artemisia pycnocephala 
Astragalus nuttalli var. virgatus 
Atriplex leucophylla 
Avena barbata 
Avena fatua' , 
Baechari s pilularis 
Brassica rapa 
Bromus carinatus var. maritimus 
Bromus diandrus 
Bromus hordeaceus' 
Cakile maritima 
Cal andrinia ciliata 
Calystegia purpurata ssp. purpurata 
Camissonia cheiranthifolia ssp. cheiranthifolia 
Camissonia cheiranthifolia ssp. suffruticosa (introduced) 
Camissonia contorta . 
Camissonia micrantha 
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Capsella bursa-pastoris 
Cardamine oligospenna 
Cardionema ramossissimum 

- Carduus pycnocephala 
Carpobrotus chilensis* 
Carpobrotus edulis 
Castilleja latifolia* (?) 

• Castilleja subinclusa ssp: franciscana* (?) 
Castilleja wightii (=Castilleja affinis ssp. affinis according to Peter Baye's analysis of SF 
Cac;tilleja specimens) . 
Centaurea melitensis 
Cerastium glomeratum 
Chamomilla suaveoiens 
Ch,~opodium album 
Chenopodium multifidum 
Chlorogalum pomeridianum var. divaricatum 
Chorizanthe cuspidata var: cuspidata 
Cirsiurn occidentale var. occidentale 
Cirsiurn vulgare 

.. 

Clarkia rubicunda (keyed by Pete to this species several times using Jepson Manual, 
although the lack of a red spot at base of petals is troubling) 
Clc.ytonia perfoliata ssp. perfoliata 
Conicosia pugionifonnis 
Co:nillm rriaculatum 
CO::1yza sp: 
Co;:ula australis 
Cras5.uia conata 
Croton californicus* 
Cryptanth~ leiocarpa 
Cupressus macrocarpa 
Daucus pusillus 
Delairea odorata = Senecio mikanioides 
Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum 
Droscmthemum floribundum 
Du::lleya farinosa 
Ehrharta erecta 
Elytrigiajuncea ssp. boreali-atlantica (acc. to Peter Baye) 
Epilobium brachycarpum 
Epilobium ciliatum ssp. watsonii 
Equisetum· telmateia ssp. braunii * 
Ericameria ericoides . 
Erigeron glaucus 
Eriogonum fasciculatum var. ? 
Eriogonum latifolium 

, 

Eriophyllum staechadifolium 
FOFUAR04060 
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Erodium botrys' 
ErodiuIll cicl:ltarium 
Erodium sp. 
Erysimum franciscanum 
Eschscholzia califomica 
Eucalyptus globulus 
FeE.tuca rubra 
Foeniculum vulgare 
Fragaria chiloensis 
Fmnaria parviflora 
GaHum a.parine 
Gerani um dissectum 
Gilia capitata ssp. chamissonis* 
Gnaphalium luteo-album 
Gnaphalium ramosissimum (noted by Ingrid Cabada and Asha Setty near Skyline Blvd. in 
mid-July 2000) ~ 

Gnaphalium purpureum 
Gnaphalium stramineum 
Gnaphalium sp. 
Grindelia pirsutula var. maritima* ~ 
qrindelia sp. 
Hedypnois cretica 
Hera.cleum lanatum (4 plants in Eucalyptus woodland on 20 April 2(00) 
Hesperocnide tenella 
Hel:eromeles arbutifolia 
Hordeum murinum ssp. murinum 
Hypochaeris glabra 
JlllCllS balticus/lesueurii 
Koeleria macrantha 
Laetuca sp. 
Lathyrus littoralis 
Lavatera cretica 

. Leptospermum laevigatum 
Leymus mollis ' 
Leymus pacificus . 
Linaria canadensis 
Lonicera hispidula var. vacillans 
Lotus comicul~tus 
Lotus heermannii var. orbiculafus (?) 
Lotus humistratus* (seen in June 1999 by Ingrid Cabada) 
Lotus scoparius (prostrate coastal form, presumed native) 
Lotus scoparius (erect inland form, presumed introduced) 

~ Lotus strigosus 
Lllpinus arboreus 
Lupinus arboreus x variicolor , 

7 Jely 2000 DRAFT Page 3 
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Lupinus bicolor/nanus 
Lupinus chamissonis 
Lupinus variicolor* 
Madia sativa 
Malva parvifiora 
Marah fabaceus 
Medicago polym9rpha 
Melica imperfecta 
Melilotus indica 
Mil~roseris bigelovii 
Mimulus aurantiacus . 
Monardella villosa ssp. franciscana* 
Myoporum laetum 
Myrica californica* 
Navarretia squarrosa* I 

Oe::nleria cerasiformis 
Oenothera elata ssp. hookeri 
Orobanche sp. (seen at the "Boy Scout Bowl" in June 1999 by Ingrid Cabada) 
Oxa)is comiculata* 
Oxalis pes-caprae 
PClJonychia franciscana* 
Pelargonium xdomesticum* 
Phacelia californica* 
Phacdia distans* 
Pinus radiata* 
Piperia elegans 
Plantago coronopus 
Plantago erecta* 
Plantago maritima 
Poaannua 
Poa douglasii 

:. 

Poa secunda ssp. secunda (?) • 
Po)yoarpon tetraphyllum. 
Po)ygonum paronychia 
Po)ypodium californicum 
Polypogon sp. 
Pteridium aquilinum ·var. pubescens 
Pterostegia drymarioides , 
-Ranunculus califomicus 
Raphanus sativus 
RhanuclUS californica ssp.' califomica 
Rosa californica 
Ru~us ursin us 
Rum(~x acetosella 
Rutnex salicifolius var. crassus (?) 
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Salix lasiolepis (?) 
Sanicula crassicaulis 
Satureja douglasii* 
Scrophularia califoQ1ica ssp. califomica 
Senecio clegans 
Senecio vulg"aris 
Sidalcea malvaeflora ssp.? 
Sillme gallica 
Solanum furcatum 
Solanum noditlorum=Solanum americanum (?) 

, I 

Solanum rostratum (keyed by Ingrid Cabada and Asha Sl1tty in mid-July 2000) 
Solidago ~pathulata* 
SOllchus oleraceus 
Spcrgularia macrotheca (seen on cliffs on 29 April 2000) 
S pergularia rubra G?) 
Stell aria media 
Tallacetum camphoratum 
Tetragonia tetragonoides 
Toxicodendron diversilobum 
Trifolium willdenovii 
Triteleia laxa 
Uropappus lindleyii 
Vida sativa 
Vicia villosa (?) 
Vinca major 
Vulpia sp. 
Yabea microcarpa (keyed by Pete on 29 April 2000) 
Zalltedeschia aethiopica 
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The Wilderness Society 

Superintendent Brian O'l\eill 
Golden Gate ~aLioJ1al Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San Fmncisuo. C A 94123 

VIA FAX & U.S. :MAlL 

RE: Proposed Year-Round Closure at Fort Funston 

Dear Superintendent O'~eilh 

Than}.; YI)U for the opportunity to comment on the above~captiolled Proposed Year-Round 
Closure at Fort Funston in the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. National Parks 
Conservation Association (NPCA) is America's only priYi.1te, nonprofit citizen organization 
dedicated solely to protecting: preservil1g: and enhandl1g the U.S. National Park System. 
Founded in 1919, NPCA has over 400,000 members. 65~OOO of whom live in CalifClmia. Natural 
Resources Defense Council (NRDC) is one of the nation's leading environmental advocacy 
organizations. Founded more than 30 years ago, )1RDC has over 400,000 members, 
apprc.)xirn~lely gO,OOO of whom live il'\ this State. The Sum'a Club, with o\,et 600,000 members 
nation\\.'ide, is the nation's oldest and largest grassroots environmental organization. The Siena 
Club San Francisco Group has over 10,000 members. Founded in 1935~ The Wilderness Society 
works to protect Americ.a's wildtmless ~nd to develop a nation-wide network of wild lands 
through public education, scientitic analysis and advocacy. The Wilderness Society has over 
,S,OOO mt"mbers in California. 

NPCl\., NRDC, Sierra Club and The Wilderness Society strongly support the proposed 
action to protect the bank swallow col(11)" enhance native plant communities and reduce human
caused impacts to the coa..:;tal bluffs and duues. This is an entirely reasonable proposal: indeed, 
the propnseci c1osllrl~ wOllld sti111eave over 80°1r. (If' Fort FUl1ston available for ref.~Te(llil.ll1llJ 
a(.'tivities. Equally important. an objective assessment oflhe situation suggeSL<; that this is th~ 
minimum action necessary under applicable legal mandates to protect these resources. 

As you arc well aware, the Park Service's general mandate~ enacted in the Organic Act, 
delin~s the purpose of the l\ational Park Service as being . 

... to promote and regulate the use ofthe ... national parks ... which purpose is to conserve 
U1e sct!nery and the natural Blld historic objects and the wild life therein and lO provide for 
the enjoyment of the same in such mrumer and by such means as \\0;11 leave them 
unimpaired lor the enjoyment of future generations. 
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This m3.l1date applies to I!very unit of the park system, whether it is designated park, monumenl, 
recreation area or seashore. ·t'he enabling legislation for the Golden Gate National Recr.eation 
Area, Public Law 92-589, further states in Section 1: 

In the management of the area, the Secretary of the Interior ... shall utilize the resources in 
a mann0r which will provide for recreational and ,educational opportunities consi.stent 
with sound principles of land use planning and management. In carrying out the 
provisions of this Act, the Secretary shall presen'e the recreation Ilrea, as far as 
possible, in its natural setting, and protect it from development Ilod uses which 
would destroy the scenic beaut}· and natural charader of the area. (emph..'1Sis added) 

Fullowing this mandate, the Park Service, in the General Management Plan adopted in 1980. 
states: 

The natural appearance of Ocean Beach) Fort Funston, East and West Fort Miley, Lands 
End, and 13ak~r Beach will be maintained. Wooded areas from the Golden Gate Bridge to 
Lhi:! Cliff House will be protected, and wherever possible along the ocean shoreline the 
dune ellviromnent 'Will be reslon...'d. 

NPCA, NRDC. Sierra Club and The Wilderness Society believe thallhese various sections set 
rorth a ck~ar charge for th~ Park Service's management of this ~rea. Similariy, it is clear from 
slalr ~nd ~dCJ1tjfic a:,:)I;:S:SIIl~nLS of toe situation at FOlt Funston that the pl"Oposcd closure lS 

absolulely warranted and necessary. In fact. we are concerned that this action may still fl(.)t b~ , 
adequate to fully protect the resources. The r~cord indicates a number i)f previoll" ;~HC'rnpls of 
smaller scale have failed to adequatE'ly protect the resources, ill particular the colony of 
threatened bank swallows. 

ACMrd!ng to the closure notice, the Funston bank swallow colony is one of only two remaining 
on the California coast, and that they are a listed threatened species under the California 
Endru1gered Species Act. Due to their location in this illcreasingly visited area of the park, the 
colony loS under particular stTess. The species in general has been in decline in California due to 
loss ofhabitut and other human caused ini¢del't;u~t::. 

Fort FunsLlm's dunes arc but a small remnant of what was one of the most extensive dune 
systems in the West. The replanting of native dWle piant5, which has involved the efforts of 
many !lundreds ofvulunteers putting in thousands of hours of work, has rl!stored a sense of the 
be:mty that ~)nce blanketed wcstCln San Francisco. This restored habitat hioi:; hdpt:L1 m,:sLabiish 
populations ofCalifQrnia quail. burrowing owls, brush rabbits and other native wildiife as well as 
a much broader array of other native life forms. including the insects upon which the bank 
swallows depend for food. Along with native habitat areas, the restored hubitat will also help 
prevent the spread of introduced and invasive species - a major cause of species extinction 
around the g]ooo . 
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The closurl! llOtice also c.orrectiy documents that.. while native d1.me species have adapted over 
the eons to a wide array of stressful conditions. such as nutrient-poor soils, salt spray and high 
winds; most are not tolerant of heavy foot trartic by humans or medium· and large-sized dogs. 
\V c believe the closure will support the establishment of a larger reservoir of healthy nati ve 
habitat than currently exist::! and th~l, as n. TCsult of the increased 5tllbilizing iDiluence on the 
bluffs. swallow protection ""ill be enhanced in addition to its oth.er benetj~. 

The closure notice also documents the alarming increases in cliff rescues of dog and human 
visitors in tile Fort Funston area. It is understandable that visit\lrs are drawn to the views of the 
Pt1cific Occ~ from the bluffs, especially when so many social trolils have he en created by off
trail users. While the rescues have no doubt used u great deal of the Park Service's financial and 
human resources, we asswnc that an even greater expenditure \\ould be required to adequately 
patrol the park and enforce existing regulations against 011' trelil use and off-leash dog walking. 
While we would support stronger enforcement measures, we also support the proJXlsed area 
closure ns a prophylactic means to address this problem. The cliff climbing :.md cliff rescues 
clearly are a direct threat to the s'hwlow colony and every measure must be taken to eliminate 
this situation. 

As indicated above, however, our outstanding concern regarding the closure notice: is nOltht 
closure itself, but whe~her the closur~ will be adequate to protect lhe threatcn,~d swallO\v colony. 
[l is unclear how the Park Service intends to protect the swallows from harassment and activities 
on the beach beneath the colony, for example. It is also questionable whcthc-f thco: cont.inued 
allowance of off-leash dog rUlming and so~ial trail construction will not lead W a general 
disrespect for the resources of Fort F un~toll. 

In conclusion, we wish to reiterate Our strong support for the proposed closure, and cur belief 
that additional measures may be l'\eCessary to adequately protect the many valuable resources at 
Fort Funston. At the very least, additional measures should be considered. 
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Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco,· CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

Jay Withgott 
174 Beverly St. 
San Francisco, CA 94132 

October 3, 2000 

I am writing in support of habitat and ecosystem protection at Fort Funston, and against 
attempts by some area dog-owners to subvert Park Service policy and monopolize this 
public land for their own particular type of recreation. . 

As one of the last remnants of land that approximates San Francisco's natural pre
settlement landscape, the Fort Funston dunes have tremendous importance both 
historically and ecologically. For this reason, policies of preservation and ecological 
restoration are especially appropriate here. Native plant restoration, prevention of 
artificial dune erosion, protection of threatened bird species dependent on the dunes, 
and encouragement of non-destructive recreation are laudable goals for the Park 
Service in this area. 

The current reality of Fort-Funston-as-dog-playground prevents accomplishment of any 
of these goals. As a trained biologist, having recently moved to the city, it took me no 
more than a brief visit to Fort Funston to see the astonishing impact free-running dogs 
have had on this ecosystem. As a birder and now-frequent user of the area, I am of 
course concerned about the impact on bank swallows and on Neotropical migrant birds 
that use this area as a migratory stopover - but the issues extend far beyond simply 
the protection of birds. As a host to out-of-town visitors, I can report universal surprise 
and dismay from th~m that a unit of the National Park System (especially here in 
supposedly progressive San Francisco!) is allowed to undergo such envir<?nmental 
decay. 

The core issues, however, have nothing to do with progressivism; rather, they are if 
anything conservative. Simply put, Fort Funston should be run as other units of the 
Park Service are run: in line with the letter and spirit of the Service's mandate. This 
means guaranteeing protection for important species, habitats, and ecosystems, and 
providing for public recreation such that certain users do not interfere with the 
recreation of other users. Currently the heavy use by one special-interest group, dog-
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walkers, violates Park Service mandates, prevents effective preservation policies, and 
interferes with other recreational uses. 

Certainly, there should be some localities in San Francisco where dog-owners are 
allowed to walk their dogs. But in all the cities I've lived, the municipality has taken up 
that responsibility. It should not be on the shoulders of federal government employees 
to feel pressured to bend to demands that contradict the regulations and guidelines 
they are employed to enforce - especially when those demands favor one particular 
minority over the welfare of the land and of the public at large. 

Thank you for your consideration of the views of thqse of us who may in the past not 
have been as vocal and activist as those GGNRA users with dogs. 

Sincerely, 

Jay Withgott 
Freelance science writer 
M.S. in Biology, Univ. of Arizona and Univ. of Arkansas 
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September 25, 2000 

SANDY GOLDBERG and 
HABITAT RESTORATION SUPPORT GROUP 

5934 Taft Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94618 

GGNRA Advisory Commission 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area, Building 201 
Fort Mason, San Francisco, Ca 94123 

RE: SUPPORT FOR PROPOSED HABITAT RESTORATION CLOSURE AT 
FORT FUNSTON (65 Fed. Reg. 44546, July 18, 2000) 

Dear Commission: 

The Advisory Commission Should Support the Proposed Closure and Dune 
Restoration Project 

We request that the the GGNRA Advisory Commission adopt a resolution supporting the 
National Park Service (NPS) proposal to close approximately 12 acres of dunes at Fort 
Funston to off-trail recreational use. as proposed at 65 Federal Register 44546 (July 18, 
2000) and to restore native plants to the closed area. The area is currently covered in 
part with "iceplant" an invasive, non-native plant. The SF Chronicle recently quoted a 
Native Plant Society officer who described iceplant as a species that is "actively 
smothering native California wildflowers while converting pristine coastal dune, cliff and 
prairie habitats into desolate biological wastelands that our natIve flora and fauna cannot 
survive in." (SF Chronicle, Sept. 4, 2000). 

The NPS' proposal to remove iceplant and restore the dunes with native plants will 
undoubtedly provide a vast improvement to the habitat. It will create habitat for native 
wildlife, such as California quail. I have seen California quail and rabbits in the restored 
areas of Fort Funston; however, you do not see quail or rabbits in any areas of the 
dunes where dogs are allowed to run off-leash and off-trail. The proposed closure will 
keep people and dogs on the trail, and therefore make the 12 acre area available for 
native wildlife. The proposal is consistent with the recent policy directive issued by the 
Director of the NPS, indicating that protection of natural resources is the priority in 
national parks and recreation areas. (See, Director's Order #55, dated September 8, 
2000, copy attached). There can be no doubt that removal of iceplant and planting 
native vegetation will protect the natural resources of Fort Funston. 

The NPS is in a unique position to have the experience, resources and opportunity to 
conduct the proposed habitat restoration project. This opportunity should not be 
squandered to maintain the area for use as a dog play and exercise area. Past habitat 
restoration on the Fort Funston dunes has been incredibly successful at establishing 
thriving, diverse plant communities. The restored areas of the dunes are much more 
attractive, interesting, colorful and scenic than the areas where iceplant predominates. 
In addition, the closure and restoration project will increase the future stock of native 
plants for cuttings and seed collection and natural plant dispersal; will allow native plants 
that naturally sprout from the seed bank to survive without being trampled by people or 
dogs or being overcome by iceplant; and will increase the insect population. 
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Additionally, the NPS has determined that the closure and restoration project will benefit 
the threatened bank swallows that nest in the cliffs. I have observed that bank swallows 
flying around above the cliffs cease their activity and stop flying when people approach 
near the top of the bluff. The closure will provide the bank swallows with a "buffer" area 
where people and dogs who might disturb the swallows are not allowed. The concept of 
a "buffer" to separate wildlife from potential human impacts is well accepted by wildlife 
biologists. The bank swallows returning in the spring must select locations for new 
burrows, if their old burrows have eroded away. The presence of people and dogs near 
the top of the bluff may deter the swallows from using the area for new burrows. The 
closure will ensure that human/dog activity does not prevent the swallows from 
establishing new burrows and will allow the swallows to conduct their activitiy without 
interruptions. The closure and restoration may also benefit the swallows by providing an 
additional source of insects. The determination by the NPS, the agency charged with 
protecting Fort Funston's wildlife, that this project will benefit the bank swallows should 
be endorsed by the Advisory Commission. Accordingly, the Advisory Commission 
should support the proposed regulation because it will improve the habitat for native 
plants and wildlife. 

The Advisory Commission Should Request that the NPS Comply With and Enforce 
the Federal Regulation Requiring That Dogs Must Be On a Leash 

We also request that the GGNRA Advisory Commission adopt a resolution requesting 
that GGNRA manage Fort Funston in compliance with 36 Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 2.15(a)(5), which requires dogs to be on a leash in national parks and recreation 
areas. The GGNRA and NPS recently, in documents filed in the U.S. District Court for 
the Northem District of CA, in Fort Funston Dog Walkers v. Babbit (Case No. C 00 877 
WHA), stated that this regulation prohibits dogs off leash at Fort Funston. . 

We have been informed that, more than 20 years ago, the GGNRA Advisory 
Commission adopted a resolution endorsing off-leash dog walking at Fort Funston, 
including on the dunes. We believe it is time for the Advisory Commission to revise its 
position and adopt a new resolution directing GGNRA to comply with the federal 
regulation requiring that dogs at Fort Funston must be on a leash. Off-leash dog walkinQ 
is degrading the resources and limiting the use of Fort Funston by o~her visitors. The 
AdVisory Commission should not be endorsing a policy under which GGNRA allows 
activities at Fort Funston that violate federal regulations and degrade the Park's 
resources. 

I love dogs and have a 110 pound dog and fully support dog walking at Fort Funston -
however, it is perfectly appropriate to enjoy walking at Fort Funston with your dog on a 
leash and on a deSignated trail. This is a co'mmon requirement at State and County 
Parks, and other national parks and recreation areas. Why should Fort Funston receive 
less protection for its resources? Why should dogs run all over the dunes, trampling the 
native plants that are widely distributed and interspersed with the iceplant? My ability to 
enjoy walking at Fort Funston is impaired because of the large number of off-leash, off
trail dogs that are present. A visit to Fort Funston involves off-leash dogs running up to 
you, sniffing you, and nudging you. I have often seen dogs roaming at Fort Funston, 
with no owner in sight. This makes many people nervous and uncomfortable and 
therefore they will not return to Fort Funston. I saw a dog digging a 3-foot diameter hole 
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in the dunes, where native plants were growing. When I asked the owner to tell the dog 
to stop, he said that he did not have to listen to me. 

On several occasions, I have seen off-leash dogs run into a fenced off area that was 
restored with native plants and run over the plants. The dogs' owners were, 
understandably, unable to control their dogs. It is impossible to control an off-leash dog· 
in an environment with dozens of other off-leash dogs and their owners and the odors of 
hundreds more animals all around you. The dogs are simply too excited and stimulated. 

A long-time volumeer at Fort Funston was pulling weeds in a fenced restoration area 
and a dog ran in and grabbed his leg in its mouth. I have heard about numerous 
incidents where people were bitten by dogs at Fort Funston. I have heard about a 
woman who was walking at Fort Funston who was knocked over by a dog and was 
knocked unconscious. You also do not often see families with small children or babies 
in strollers at Fort Funston. Due to all the dogs that run up and sniff the kids, and the 
fact that many children are frightened by off-leash dogs approaching them, it is not 
surprising that there are not many people who bring their children to Fort Funston. 

None of these user conflicts would exist if GGNRA followed the existing federal 
regulation and required people to walk their dogs on leash at Fort Funston. Although 
there are many people who currently use Fort Funston for walking their dogs off-leash 
and off-trail, they should not be allowed to use the Park in a way that impairs the ability 
of other users to enjoy the Park. The interests of the broader public must be protected. 

I work in the native plant nursery at Fort Funston several times a month and many 
members of the Habitat Restoration Support Group work at the nursery every week, year 
after year. The work is fun and rewarding, even when you are out in the rain and mud 
and poison oak. However, it is very disheartening to me and many other GGNRA 
volunteers to find out (as we recently did through the dogwalkers' lawsuit) that the NPS 
is not doing everything it can to protect the resources and habitat at Fort Funston. The 
fact that the NPS is allowing off-leash dog walking, in clear violation of a federal 
regulation, is a failure to protect and prevent impairment of Fort Funston's resources. 
Maintaining Fort Funston as a "dog run" is not consistent with federal regulations and the 
NPS Director's recent policy directive that states that protection of natural resources is 
the Park Service's priority and that impairment of resources should not be allowed. 

I urge the Advisory Commission not to compromise the mission of the NPS in response 
to one angry and vocal special interest group. Please request that GGNRA begin 
enforcing existing NPS poliCies and the federal leash requirement to prevent further 
degradation of the unique resources of Fort Funston. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely. fJv!J 
S~BERGand~ 

_ HABITAT RESTORATION SUPPORT GROUP 

FOFUAR04072 
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fax header 06-10-2000 04:05:28 {GMT}, page ·1 

October 5, 2000 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Frankli~ Sts., Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent , 

RECEIVED 

OCT 06 2UUU 

I understand that the National Park Service (NPS) has rece~~INTf~Dv.rrSC~'Cf 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area .. This is great news, however, I would li~e to ask that you 
consider the following: 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The park 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to eaSily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on designated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look forward 
to your written response. 

Donald Kasten 
6116 Pasteur Blvd 
New Orleans, LA 70122-
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18:36 AUTONa'1Y ~ 415 561 4320 

Brian O'Neill. Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason. Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project al Fort 
Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward bener protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA 
must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with more focus 
on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It must 
be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a "dog 
run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in respons~ to a few special interest groups. 

Sincerely. 

Name VTV\\) 4~STro~ 

Address ~ 20 II r-H: 4Lf 
City, State, Zip 5"F- Ck tJ4. {\ &' 

NO. 003 001 
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FROM : STW ASSOCIATES FAX NO. 4154606516 

4\~ ["Co \ 
··V 

~C~('4t:-
~ ~ \) U 1..'U'J~ 

Brian O'Neill, Superintendent OC .. " \\~\C~. 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area''''tn\~\\t~UtW\ ';) 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 . Sm' 
San hancisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

Oct. 05 2000 08:43AM P1 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

1 believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resourc'es. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land 
entrusted to it. . 

I urge GGNRA mal1agement and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the nleans to launch a malicious campaigl1 of 
self-interest. . 

Sincerely, 

Address ~'5 ~ W~ 

City,state,Zip ~J C!& q q..q 57 
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fax header 06-10-2000 17:24:39 {GMT}, page 1 

October 6, 2000 RECE~~/F~ :. 
superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent , 

OCT 0 6 LlJuu 

I understand that the National Park Servlce (NPS) has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would like to ask that you 
consider the following: '. 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The park 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to easily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on designated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look forward 
to your written response. 

Ro LoBianco 
P.O. Box 295 
KENTFIELD, CA 94914-0295 
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RECEIVE.LJ 

OCT 0 :: LUUU 

SUPERINTENDEiH'S OFfiCE 

Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features 'Within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce Narional Park Service policies and 
'regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land 
entrusted to it . 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of 
l)elf-interest. 

Sincerely, . ~ 

Name M~~ 
Address / ~z-1 ~ -ft.. Ave-
City,State,Zip ~ ~~D 1Jit;z-z.- . 
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from; SI<phcn J. OiIVI .. To. Bmn cr.-;eill Dote; 1006!OO Time. 12;18;30 A.'f 

FACSIMILE COVER PAGE 

To: ..... . Brian O'Neill -eo _____ ••• _ ••• _ • ____ _ From: Stephen J. Davies 

Sent: .. - ._.0_ Pages: 1 (including Cover) ) 0/6/00 at 121826 A.\i1 _._---- -. -- . --.- - . - ----

1240 Hayes Street #3 
San Francisco, CA 94117 

Tel: 415 776-6321 
Email: sdavies.'~cgl.ucsf.edu 

RECEfvE.W 

OCT 0 G ZUUI.l 

Brian O';'l;eiIl, Superintendent 
Golden Gate Xational Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Xeill: 

("Uilr.:t.l·'iTt:j\li1F.~lTC~ "'~:-!"l: u- ? G..n.:: ,..\1:) .• 1 t ... 1..-. f •• ~ ... 

I support the GGXRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort 
Fun~on. • ' 

I believe this project isju~ one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA 
must develop a holi~ic management plan for the region, with more focus 
on protecting and restoring ~e park's unique resources. 

Fort Fun~on is a remnant dune sy~em and a cultural resource. It mu~ 
be managed for its biological and hi~orical features, not as a "dog 
run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and regulations 
to prevent further degradation of the public land entru~ed to it. 

I urge GG:-':RA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a public 
entity you are charged with selV;ng the broader public, not ju~ those 
who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen 1. Davies, veterinarian 

Page 1 of! 
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10/05/2000 11:11 5105277120 

Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 

PAM SHANDRICK 

RECEtVELJ 

Qel 0 G LUlJU 

SUPERINTENDENT'S OffiCr: 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

PAGE 01 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic management plan for the region. wIth 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a: F% ' 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park ~rvice policies and ~ • 
regulations to pr;event further degradation of the public lang, 
entrusted to it. _ - "'f' ~.;...: _-----

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of 
self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

~, ____ :~L~/~'~~~M~f~/L~J~O~N __ J~r-__________ _ 
city,state,lip ___ 6---=-~ _____ --+-__ (JA ___ ~!-Lt..!...-:7::..-0_J ________ _ 
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Superiintendent, 

7300 Lookout Drive 
Richmond, VA 23225 
September 30,2000 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts. Bldg. 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent, 

The coastal nesting bank swallows are locally endangered and greatly disturbed by 
free running dogs. At least during their nesting season (April, May, June) dogs should 
be confined to leash and owners confined to pathways. 

Our son lives out in Sunnyvale, so we are greatly concerned with preserving Wildlife in 
the Bay Area. 

Sincerely, 

fOFUAR04080 
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>Brian O'Neill, Superintendenf'-·· 
>Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
>Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
>San Francisco, CA 94123 
> 
>Dear Mr. O'Neill: 
> 

>1 support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort 
>Funston. 
> 

>1 believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
>unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA 
>must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with more focus 
>on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 
> 

>Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It must 
>be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a "dog 
> run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and regulations 
>to prevent further degradation of the public land entrusted to it. 
> 

f >1 urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
>mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a public 
>entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not just those 
>who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. dt~ cJ- al/...;.l e > P:>q~(/h~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ nO --,-
>Sincerely, 
> 

>Name 
> 

>Address lOS' SVV\,~t vJCky 
> 

>City, State, Zip Vv\v \tV () e..a.clt\. 
> 

> 
> 

------ Headers -------
Return-Path: <reinberg@earthlink.net> 

, Received: from r1y-st08.mail.aol.com (r1y-stOS.mail.aol.com [172.31.34.3]) by air-yd01.mail.aol.com (v76_r1.S) with ESMlP; 
Mon. 02 Oct 2000 10:43:13 -0400 
Received: from rly-zd05.mx.aol.com (r1y-zd05.mail.aol.com [172.31.33.229]) 

by rly-st08.mail.aol.com (8.8.8/B.8.8/AOL-5.0.0) 
with ESMTP id KAA 16458; 
Mon, 2 Oct 200010:35:55 -0400 (EDl) 

Received: from swan.prod.itd.earthlink.net (swan~prod.itd.earthlink.net [207.217.120.123]) by rly-zdOS.mx.aol.com (v7S_b3.9) 
with ESMTP; Mon, 02 Oct 200010:35:09 -0400 
Received from rei nberg (1 Cust23.tnt1.sausalito3.ca.da. uU.net [63.25.20.23]) 

by swan.prod.itd.earthlink.net (8.9.3-EL_1_3/B.9.3) with SMlP id HAA20286; 

e Mon. 2 Oct 2000 07:34:55 -0700 (PDl) 
M essage-ID: < 002601 c02c 7 e$3OO1 beO$7296fea9@reinberg> 
From: "Don Reinberg" <reinberg@earthlink.net> FOFUAR040S1 
To: "Wade Eakle" <weakle@spd.usace.army.mil>, 

Monday, Octobor 02, 2000 America On lin.: Katoll4ge5 Pag.: 3 
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FROM : STW ASSOCIATES FAX 1-1). : 4154606516 Oct. 06 2000 11:03AM Pi 

• REC€.I"t:,u 

• 
• 

• 

Gel \) () 7.\l\l1 
Brian O'Neill, Superintendent . \ I,'S ~f\f;·:. 
Golden Gate National Recreation AreaSU~t\\\~1tt\nUh . 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic managelnent plan for the region, with 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a l'errmant dune system and a cultural resource .. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land 
entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission ill response to a few special interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of 
self-interest . 

Sincerely, 

Na1l1e. __ ~ __ ~ -+-~_-_. ~_\ _ ... _,_~_,._ .. ___ S_~_~_'_Lv_.·'_l'AM_\_-.1 
Adme~, ____ '?_O __ ~ __ ~_~ __ ~_~ ____________________ _ 

~~~ c.~ ~"-\ q,~,.... City,State,Zip, ____________________ _ 

FOFUAR04082 
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LYDIA BOESCH 
~d~ 

110 MAYWOOD DRIVE 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94127 

(415) &41-1060 

(415) 841-0437 FAX 

Lydiaowen@aol.com RECEJ'tIED 

October 6, 2000 OCT 06 ZUUu 

.SUllTENlJENrS Omcr VIA FACSIMILE & FIRST-CLASS MAIL 

Brian O'Neill 
. General Superintendent, GGNRA 

Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
Bay and Franklin Streets 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Re: Proposed Closure at Fort Funston 

Dear Brian: 

:r=- ,fiPS'5'e.~ --!-k_ F4 ki 

C~/'f--G<--

Attached is a copy of an e-mail I received today from William Shields, a biology professor 
at State University of New York. We had asked Mr. Shields to review the Park Service's 
justification for the proposed closure at Fort Funston and comment on it. After reviewing the 
materials, Mr. Shields concluded that the purpose for the proposed closure was to create habitat 
and that the bank swallows were merely a pretext. Mr. Shields agreed to give us a written 
opinion which could be submitted in our binder, which we already have submitted today. 

Today, we learned that Mr. Shields misunderstood the due date, and believed that the 
comment period ended on October 20. He is not in his office today, but agreed to send me his 
opinion via e-mail, with a document attached which bears his signature. I did receive his e-mail, 
which I forwarded to Roger Scott. I have printed the e-mail I received from Mr. Shields, as well 
as the document attached to it. Those two documents are attached to his letter. 

Mr. Shields concludes that the proposed closure is not required to protect or even benefit 
the bank swallow colony. He continues, "The poor arguments presented ... make little sense to 
me." Mr. Shields finds no merit to the Park Service's position that greater plant diversity will 
benefit the bank swallows. He concludes that only protecting the cliff top and cliff face is 
necessary to protect the colony. This is consistent with the advice of Ron Schlorff. 

Please include this letter and the attachments in the notice and comment record. I also will 
mail this to you today by first-class mail. If you would like to contact Mr. Shields, his e-mail 
address at work is wms1@syr.edu and his telephone number is (315) 470-6771. Thank you. 

Very truly yours, 

~~~ 
Lydia Boesch 

Attachments (2) FOFUAR04083 
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Subj: Swallow 
Date: 1016100 12:03:00 PM Paciic Daylight lime 
From: Wms1123 
To: Lydiaowen 

File: bnkswal.doc (28672 bytes) 
DL lime (TCP/IP): < 1 minute 

Sony I thought it was Oct 20th. I'm an airhead. Hope the attached letter is useful. It expresses my opinion in short form. 

Bill Shields 

October 6, 2000 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing this in response to a request by Lydia OWen to evaluate National Park SeMce Plans to close part ofthe Fort 
Funston Seashore to assist in the conservation of a rare seaside colony ofthe Bank Swallow nesting in the cliff face in the 
park. I was approached to evaluate this plan because I have spent much of my research career studying the swallows 
(Hirundinidae) especially the Bam Swallow. I am currently a professor of biology at the Sate University of New York, College 
of Em4ronmental Science & Forestry in Syracuse, New York. I am an elected fellow of the American Ornithologist's Union 
and have studied the beha\4or and ecology ofthe bam swallow for over 17 years. In addition I have done research and 
published on the dispersal beha\4or, coloniality, nesting success, and nest types in all swallows. I am also the leader of my 
university's ConselVStion Biology concentration. 

Ms OWen pro\4ded me with the park's management plans and rationale for closing the park to protect the Bank Swallow 
colony. I have read their documents and based on the information in them and my own experience and expertise on 
swallows, I would note the following: 

1. Swallow colonies, including Bank Swallows, are rarely static in space. Most species tend to be philopatric (return to 
general areas where they have successfully bred in prEMOUS years) but because of deterioration of prior nest sites (cliff or bank 
erosion for this species) and the occurrence of numerous ectoparasites in the more permanent mud nests of other species}, 
they tend to move the entire colony on an irregular basis. It appears that the Funston colony has recently done exactly that 
by mO\1ng to a new cliff face. The birds breeding there will act as an attractant to other prospecting swallows as long as 
nesting is successful. Thus, the protection of such a colony cannot be accomplished by protecting a single current nest site, 
as with time, the colony is expected to move short distances to other currently empty suitable habitat. 

2. To protect the current colony and increase the likelihood of successful breeding requires very localized protection and 
prevention of direct tnterference and burrow collapse. If the clifftop above the colony and the cliff face containing the breeding 
burrows are protected Bank Swallows should be able to nest successfully. As the NPS notes this would require closing the 
clifftop rom the cliff face back a short distance (depending on topography 10-50 m should be more than enough) and putting 
the cliff face containing the. colony off limits to climbers of any species. 

3. I do not believe that a c\Qsure ofthe size and type described by the park seMce is required or even would beneit the 
Bank Swallow at all. The poor arguments presented in their plans make little sense to me. The Bank swallow like other 
swallows is qLite sLited to live with humans and their pets. They only become excited to the point of exhibiting mobbing 
behCi\1or which might disrupt their breeding, if a human or other potential predator (dog or cat) closely approaches « 1 0 m) an 
indi\ftdual bird's active breeding burrow. 

4. While I can understand the Park SeMce's interest in restoring native communities to the dunes at Fort Funston, I do not 
understand or condone what I believe are their misrepresentations about the needs and safety of the Bank Swallows breeding 
in the cliffs. The notion that the greater plant diversity ofthe native habitat would produce a more diverse insect community 
might be correct, but the notion that the swallows would do better by ha\4ng more species of insects or even more insects on 
the short flyway between their breeding burrows and their main foraging sites at the nearby lake is a major stretch and 
smacks of special pleading to me. 

FOFUAR04084 
5. The bottom line is I applaud the Park SeMce's goal of protecting the Bank Swallow colony at the Fort. I believe that they 

Friday, October 08,2000 America Onlln.: Lydlaowen Pag.: 1 
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October 6, 2000 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing this in response to a request by Lydia Owen to evaluate National' 
Park Service Plans to close part of the Fort Funston Seashore to assist in the conservation 
of a rare seaside colony of the Bank Swallow nesting in the cliff face in the park. I was 
approached to evaluate this plan because I have spent much of my research career 
studying the swallows (Hirundinidae) especially the Bam Swallow. I am currently a 
professor of biology at the Sate University of New York, College of Environmental 
Science & Forestry in Syracuse, New York. I am an elected fellow of the American 
Ornithologist's Union and have studied the behavior and ecology of the bam swallow for 
over 17 years. In addition I have done research and published on the dispersal behavior, 
coloniality, nesting success, and nest types in all swallows. I am also the leader of my 
university's Conservation Biology concentration. 

Ms Owen provided me with the park's management plans and rationale for 
closing the park to protect the Bank Swallow colony. I have read their documents and 
based on the information in them and my own experience and expertise on swallows, I 
would note the following: 

1. Swallow colonies, including Bank Swallows, are rarely static in space. Most 
-species tend to be philopatric (return to general areas where they have 
successfully bred in previous years) but because of deterioration of prior nest 
sites (cliff or bank erosion for this species) and the occurrence of numerous 
ectoparasites in the more permanent mud nests of other species), they tend to 
move the entire colony on an irregular basis. It appears that the Funston 
colony has recently done exactly that by moving to a new cliff face. The birds 
breeding there will act as an attractant to other prospecting swallows as long 
as nesting is successful. Thus, the protection of such a colony cannot be 
accomplished by protecting a single current nest site, as with time, the colony 
is expected to move short distances to other currently empty suitable habitat. 

2. To protect the current colony and increase the likelihood of successful 
breeding requires very localized protection and prevention of direct 
interference and burrow collapse. If the cliff top above the colony and the 
cliff face containing the breeding burrows are protected Bank Swallows 
should be able to nest successfully. As the NPS notes this would require 
closing the cliff top from the cliff face back a short distance (depending on 
topography 10-50 m should be more than enough) and putting the cliffface 
containing the colony off limits to climbers of any species. 

FOFUAR04085 
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3. I do not believe that a closure of the size and type described by the park 
service is required or even would benefit the Bank Swallow at all. The poor 
arguments presented in their plans make little sense to me. The Bank swallow 
like other swallows is quite suited to live with humans and their pets. They 
only become excited to the point of exhibiting mobbing behavior which might 
disrupt their breeding, if a human or other potential predator (dog or cat) 
closely approaches « 10 m) an individual bird's active breeding burrow. 

4. While I can understand the Park Service's interest in restoring native 
communities to the dunes at Fort Funston, I do not understand or condone 
what I believe are their misrepresentations about the needs and safety of the 
Bank Swallows breeding in the cliffs. The notion that the greater plant 
diversity of the native habitat would produce a more diverse insect community 
might be correct, but the notion that the swallows would do better by having 
more species of insects or even more insects on the short flyway between their 
breeding burrows and their main foraging sites at the nearby lake is a major 
stretch and smacks of special pleading to me. 

5. The bottom line is I applaud the Park Service's goal of protecting the Bank 
Swallow colony at the Fort. I believe that they can best achieve this objective 
by protecting the cliff top and cliff face where the swallows breed each year. I 
do not believe that the proposed closure is necessary to protect the swallows, 
despite assertions that it is. 

Sincerely yours, 

{}J~~~ 

William M. Shields 
Professor of Biology 

FOFUAR04086 
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can best achieve this objective by protecting the cliff top and cliff face where the swallows breed each year. I do not believe 
• that the proposed closure is necessary to protect the swallows, despite assertions that it is. 

Sincerely yours, 

William M. Shields 
Professor of Biology 

• 

• 
Friday, October 01,2000 AmIrica On lin.: Lydlaowon Pag.: 2 

FOFUAR04087 

GGNRA009730GGNRA009730



• 

• 

• 

SANDY GOLDBERG and 
HABITAT RESTORATION SUPPORT GROUP 

5934 Taft Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94618 REC~! Vt:.lJ 

October3,2000 

Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay and Franklin Streets 
Building 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, Ca 94123 

C:.:. 0 ': ZUU'J 

RE: SUPPORT FOR PROPOSED HABITAT PROTECTION CLOSURE AT 
FORT FUNSTON (66 Fed. Reg. 44646, July 18, 2000) 

Dear Superintendent O'Neill: 

The Proposed Closure and Habitat Restoration Will Improve the Habitat for Native 
Plants and Animals 

These comments on the Proposed Habitat Protection Closure, Fort Funston, Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area, are submitted by Sandy Goldberg and the Habitat 
Restoration Support Group, a group of volunteers in the Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area ("GGNRA-) habitat restoration programs. We fully support the National 
Park Service ("NPS") proposal to close approximately 12 acres of dunes at Fort Funston 
to off-trail recreational use and to restore native plants to the area, as proposed at 65 
Federal Register 44546 (July 18, 2000). We agree with and hereby incorporate all of the 
information and reasons supporting the proposed closure regulation set forth by the NPS 
in Section III, p. 6-10 of the statement supporting the Notice of Proposed Year-Round 
Closure. 

The area affected by the proposed closure is currently covered in part with icepJant an 
invasive, non-native plant. A California Native Plant Society officer recently described 
iceplant as a species that is "actively smothering native California wildflowers while 
converting pristine coastal dune, cliff and prairie habitats into desolate biological 
wastelands that our native flora and fauna cannot survive in." (San Francisco Chronicle, 
Sept. 4, 2000). The NPS' proposal to remove iceplant and restore 12 acres of the dunes 
with native plants will undoubtedly provide a vast improvement to the habitat. It will 
create habitat for native wildlife, such as California quail and brush rabbits. California 
quail and rabbits are found in the area at Fort Funston that was previously restored with 
native plants; however, they are not found in the areas of the dunes where dogs are 
allowed to run off-leash and off-trail. The proposed closure will keep people and dogs 
on the trail, and therefore provide 12 acres of habitat that can be used by native wildlife. 

The proposed habitat protection closure is consistent with the recent order issued by the 
Director of the NPS, indicating that protection of natural resources is the priority in 
national parks and recreation areas. (See, Director's Order #55, dated September 8, 
2000, copy attached). This order indicates "that when there is a conflict between 
conserving resources and values and providing for enjoyment of them, conservation is to 
be predominant: (Id., para. 3.3). Removal of iceplant and planting native vegetation will 

. FOFUAR04088 
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• protect the natural resources of Fort Funston by creating habitat for native birds, 
mammals and insects. On the other hand, allowing off-trail use of this area by people 
and off-leash dogs is incompatible with maintaining habitat for native plants and wildlife 
because these activities scare native species away and deter them from using an area. 
Off-trail use of the area also precludes establishment of native vegetation that would 
provide habitat for native wildlife species because the plants are trampled and cannot 

• 

• 

. survive to grow and reproduce. 

Past habitat restoration on the Fort Funston dunes has been incredibly successful at 
establishing thriving, diverse plant communities. The restored areas of the dunes are 
much more biologically diverse and productive, and more colorful and scenic, than the 
areas where iceplant predominates. In addition, the closure and restoration project will 
increase the Mure stock of native plants for cuttings and seed collection and natural 
plant dispersal; will allow native plants that naturally sprout from the seedbank to survive 
without being trampled by people or dogs or being overcome by iceplant; and will 
increase the insect population. 

In order to allow native plant communities to grow and reproduce naturally in the 12-acre 
area, the area must be permanently dosed to off-trail recreational use. If people and 
dogs are allowed· off-trail in the area during part of every year, the tiny seedlings that 
naturally sprout up in the native dune community will be destroyed and larger native 
plants will also be trampled and damaged. Therefore, closure during only part of each 
year would not protect the native plant community from being trampled and damaged 
and also would not protect native wildlife from disturbance by off-leash, off-trail dogs. 

Additionally, the NPS has determined that the closure and restoration project will benefIt 
the threatened bank swallows that nest in the cliffs. Bank swallows flying around above 
the cliffs cease their activity and stop flying when people and/or dogs approach near the 
top of the bluff. The closure will provide the bank swallows with a -buffer" area where 
people and dogs who might disturb the swallows are not allowed. The concept of a 
"buffer" to separate wildlife from potential human impacts is well accepted by wildlife 
biologists. The bank swalloWs returning in the spring must select locations for new 
burrows, if their old burrows have eroded away. The presence of people and dogs near 
the top of the bluff may deter the swallows from using the area for new burrows. The 
closure will ensure that human/dog activity does not prevent the swallows from 
establishing new burrows and will allow the swallows to conduct their activity without 
interruptions. The closure and restoration may also benefit the swallows by providing an 
additional source of insects. Based on this, and the additional information in provided in 
the NPS statement in support of the proposed regulation, it is reasonable to determine 
that this project will benefit the bank swallow colony. 

The NPS should adopt a final rule implementing the proposed closure and restoration 
project because it will improve the habitat at Fort Funston for native plants and wildlife. 

Response to Objections Bv Dog-Walkers 

At the public hearing on this proposal, numerous dog-walkers objected to the proposed 
closure because they want the area to remain open for their dogs to run and play on the 
dunes. However, a federal regulation requires that all dogs in a national recreation area 
(such as GGNRA) must be on a leash. The regulation is found at 36 Code of Federal 

2 FOFUAR04089 
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• Regulations, Section 2.15(a)(5). The GGNRA and NPS recently, in documents filed in 
the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of CA, in Fort Funston Dog Walkers v. 
Babbitt (Case No. C 00 877 WHA), stated that this regulation prohibits dogs off leash at 
Fort Funston. Accordingly, objections to the proposed closure because it will prevent 
off-leash dog walking in the area should not be a factor in the NPS' decision. Federal 
law already prohibits this activity. 

The dog-walkers who object to the proposed closure also have not shown that they 
cannot enjoy walking with their dogs in the rest of Fort Funston, where no fences will 
restrict off-trail access. This proposed closure only affects 12 acres out of a total of 230 
acres at Fort Funston. The dog walkers have not shown that they would not be able to 
enjoy walking with their dogs in the vast majority of Fort Funston (probably over 175 
acres out of 230) where there still will be unrestricted off-trail access. 

In response to the dog walkers' objections, we also point out that walking at Fort 
Funston with your dog on a leash and on a designated trail provides an appropriate and 
enjoyable recreational use of Fort Funston. Walking with a dog on a leash and on a 
designated trail is a common requirement at State and County Parks, and other national 
parks and recreation areas. The resources at Fort Funston should not receive less 
protection. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

• Sin,,~Iy. 1. ~ 
SA~BERGa::O 
HABITAT RESTORATION SUPPORT GROUP 

Enclosure 

• 
FOFUAR04090 
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. Director's Order # 55: Interpreting the National Park Service Organic Act 

Approved: ____ ~/~s~/~R~o~b~ert~S=ta=n=to=l~l---------------
Director, National Park Service 

Effective Date: September 8. 2000 
, 

Sunset Date: Upon approval of Manauement Policies 

This Director's Order supersedes any conflicting instructions that may have been issued on the 
meaning and intent of the National Park Service Organic Act (16 USC I), and the 1978 
amendment to the National Park System General Authorities Act of 1970 (16 USC la-I) . 

Table of Contents: 

1.0 Background and Purpose of this Director's Order 
2.0 Authority for Issuing this Director's Order 
3.0 Interpretation of the NPS Organic Act 

3.1 The Laws Generally Governing Park Management 
3.2 "Impairment" and "Derogation": One Standard 
3.3 The NPS Obligation to Conserve and Provide for Enjoyment of Park Resources and Values 
3.4 The Prohibition on Impairment of Park Resources and Values 
3.5 What Constitutes an Impairment of Park Resources and Values 
3.6 What Constitutes Park Resources and Values 
3.7 Decision-making Requirements to Avoid Impairment 

1.0 BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THIS DIRECTOR'S ORDER 

When authorizing activities to take place "'ithin areas of the national park system, National Park 
Service managers must comply with all provisions oflaw. The most fundamental of those 
provisions are found in the National Park Service Organic Act of 1916 (16 USC 1) and the 
Redwood Act amendment to the 1970 National Park Service General Authorities Act (16 USC 

The terms "National Park Service," "Park Service," "Service," and "NPS" are used interchangeably in 
this document. 
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la-I). During the process of updating the 1988 edition ofNPS Management Policies, the 
Service decided to incorporate into Management Policies a detailed interpretation of those 
provisions. The purpose in doing so was to help NPS managers understand their legal duties in 
managing the national park system. and to establish policies and procedures that would help 
ensure the law is properly and consistently applied throughout the national park system. 

The draft of proposed revisions to NPS Management Policies was issued for a 60-day public 
review and comment period, beginning January 19,2000 [65 FR 2984]. The Service 
subsequently considered all the commel1ts received, and will adopt the year 2000 edition of 
Management Policies in the near future. However, due to the importance of instituting as soon 
as possible a Service-wide interpretation of the most salient provisions of the Organic Act and 
General Authorities Act. the Service is issuing this Director's Order as a means of adopting 
section 1.4 of Management Policies. . 

2.0 AUTHORITY TO ISSUE THIS DIRECTOR'S ORDER 

The authority to issue this Director's Order is found in the NPS Organic Act, and Part 245 of the 
Department of the Interior Manual. which delegates to the Director of the National Park Service 
the Secretary of the Interior's authority to supervise, manage, and operate the national park 
system. 

3.0 INTERPRETATION OF THE NPS ORGANIC ACT 

The following wording is adopted for publication in NPS Management Policies as the agency's 
interpretation of the meaning of the NPS Organic Act and the General Authorities Act of 1970, 
as amended. All NPS personnel will conduct their work activities and make decisions affecting 
the national park system in conformance with this interpretation. 

3.1 The Laws Generally Goyerning Park Management 

The most important statutory directive for the National Park Service (NPS) is provided by 
interrelated provisions of the NPS Organic Act of 1916, and the NPS General Authorities Act of 
1970, including amendments to the latter law enacted in 1978. 

The key management-related provision of the Organic Act is: 

[The National Park Service] shall promote and regulate the use of the Federal areas 
known as national parks. monuments. and reservations hereinafter specified ... by such 
means and measures as conform to the fundamental purpose of the said parks, 
monuments. and reservations. \\ hich purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural 
and historic objects and the \\ ild life therein and te provide for the enjoyment of the 
same in such manner and by stich means as will leave them unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations. (I (1 USC I) 

Congress supplemented and c1arifit:d these provisions through enactment of the General 
Authoritie~ Act in 1970, and again through enactment of a 1978 amendment to that law (the 
"Redwood amendment," contained in a bill expanding Redwood National Park, which added the 
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• last two sentences in the following provision). The key part of that Act, as amended, is: 

• 
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Congress declares that the national park system, which began with establishment of 
Yellowstone National Park in 1872. has since grown to include superlative natural, 
historic, and recreation areas in eyer)' major region of the United States, its territories 
and island possessions: that these areas. though distinct in character, are united through 
their inter-related purposes und resources into one national park system as cumulative 
expressions of a single national heritage: that, individually and collectively, these areas 
derive increased national dignity and recognition of their superlative environmental 
quality through their inclusion.iointl~ \\ ith each other in one national park system 
preserved and managed for the benc1it and inspiration of all the people of the United 
States; and that it is the purpose of th is Act to include all such areas in the System and to 
clarify the authorities applicable to the system. Congress further reaffirms, declares, and 
directs that the promotion and regulation of the various areas of the National Park 
System, as defined in section I c ofthi~ title, shall be consistent with and founded in the 
purpose established by section I of this title [the Organic Act provision quoted above], 
to the common benefit of all the people of the United States. The authorization of 
activities shall be construed and the protection, management, and administration of these 
areas shall be conducted in lig.ht of the high public value and integrity of the National 
Park System and shall not be exercised in derogation of the values and purposes for 
which these \arious areas ha\ e been established, except as may have been or shall be 
directly ancl specifically prO\ icled by Congress. (16 USC la-I) 

This section 1.4 of .\/1II7agL'/J/('J71 IJu/il'ic!1 n:presents the agency's interpretation ofthese key 
statutory provisions. 

3.2 "Impairment" and "Derogation": One Standard 

Congress intended the language of the Redwood amendment to the General Authorities Act to 
reiterate the provisions of the Organic Act. not create a substantively different management 
standard. The HOLlse committee report described the Redwood amendment as a "declaration by 
Congress" that the promotion and regulation of the national park system is to be consistent with 
the Organic Act. The Senate committee report stated that under the Redwood amendment, "The 
Secretary has an absolute duty. which is not to be compromised, to fulfill the mandate of the 
1916 Act to take \\hatever actions and seek whatever relief as will safeguard the units of the 
national park system." So. although the Organic Act and the General Authorities Act, as 
amended by the Red\\ood alllenLiIl1L'nl. lise di reerent wording ("unimpaired" and "derogation") to 
describe what the !\ational Park Sen ice mllst avoid, they define a single standard for the 
management of the national park s~ stem. not t \vo different standards. For simplicity, 
Management Policies lIses "impairlllenl." not both statutory phrases, to refer to that single 
standard. 

3.3 The ]\PS Obligation To COl1scrn and Provide for Enjoyment of Park Resources 
and Values 

The "fundamental purpose" of the national park system, established by the Organic Act and 
reaffirmed by the General Authorities :~Cl. as amended, begins with a mandate to conserve park 
resources and "allies. This mandate is independent of the separate prohibition on impairment, 
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and so applies all the time. with respect to all park resources and values, even when there is no 
risk that any park resources or \alu~s may be impaired. NPS managers must always seek ways 
to avoid, or to minimize to the greatest degree practicable, adverse impacts on park resources and 

. values. However. the laws do gi\'t~ the Service the management discretion to allow impacts to 
park resources and values when necessary and appropriate to fulfill the purposes of a park, so 
long as the impact does not constitute'impairment of the affected resources and values. 

The fundamental purpose or all parks also includes providing for the enjoyment of park resources 
and values by the people oCthe United States. The "enjoyment" that is contemplated by the 
statute is broad: it is the enjo) ment of all the people of the United States, not just those who visit 
parks, and so includes enjoyment or park resources and values by all the people of the United 
States, including people who directly experience parks and those who appreciate them from afar. 
It also includes deriving benefit (inciuding scientific knowledge) and inspiration from parks, as 
well as other forms of enjoyment. 

Congress, recognizing that the enjoyment by future generations of the national parks can be 
assured only if the superb qual ity tIl' park resources and values is left unimpaired, has provided 
that when there is a connict bd\\CCIl cnnser\'ing resources and values and providing for 
enjoyment of them. consenation is III be preduminant. This is how courts have consistently 
interpreted the Organic Act. in decisiuns that \<ariously describe it as making "resource protection 
the primary goal" or "resource protcction the overarching concern," or as establishing a "primary 
mission of resource conservation." a "conservation mandate," "an overriding preservation 
mandate." "an o\'crarching g(lal of resource protection," or "but a single purpose, namely, 
conservation. " 

3.4 The Prohibition on Impairment 

While Congress has givcn the Sen ice the management discretion to allow certain impacts within 
parks, that discretion is limited b~ the statutory requirement (enforceable by the federal courts) 
that the Park Sen'ice must leaYe park resources and values unimpaired, unless a particular law 
directly and specitically prO\ides tllhcl'\\ise. This. the cornerstone of the Organic Act, 
establishes the primary respnl1si bi In) l) I' the 1'\ational Park Service. It assures that park resources 
and values will continue to exist in :1 condition that will allow the American people to have 
present and future opportunities for enjoyment of them. 

The General Authorities Act pro\'icks Ihat exceptions to the impairment prohibition must be 
directly and specifically pnnided I,: Congress, These statutory exceptions must be found in the 
express terms of kgislation. not inkrrcd li'om it. In these cases, of course, the NPS must 
faithfully follo\\' thl' specific kgislati\ e provisions. 

3.5 What Constitutes Impairment of Park Resources and Values 

The impairment that is prohibited hy the Organic Act and the General Authorities Act is an 
impact that. in the prokssil11l.t1j ud:-:Ilh.'111 of the responsible NPS manager, would harm the 
integrity of park r~s()urCeS or \ allll'~, including the opportunities that otherwise would be present 
for the enjoyment 0 r those rL~I<IUl'CcS or \,lIucs. Whether an impact meets this definition depends 
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on the particular r~sources and \'alllc~ that \\ould be affected; the severity, duration, and timing 
of the impact; the direct and indirect L'i1ects of the impact; and the cumulative effects of the 
impact in question and other impact-;, :\n impact from an activity that is directly and specifically 
authorized by Congress dnes not cllnstitute an impairment. 

An impact to any park resource or \~due may constitute an impairment. An impact would be 
more likely to constitute an impairmcnt to the extent that it affects a resource or value whose 

conservation is: 

'. necessary tll fulfill spL'l.:i1ic purposes iLkntified in the establishing legislation or proclamation 
of the park: 

• key to the natural or cultural integrity of the park or to opportunities for enjoyment of the 
park; or 

• identified <1' a goal in the p~;rk's gencr~t1 management plan or other relevant NPS planning 
documents, 

An impact woule! bL' less likely to constitute an impairment to the extent that it is an unavoidable 
result, which cannot reasonahly be "urther mitigated. of an action necessary to preserve or restore 
the integrity of park resources or \',li UL'S, 

Impairment may occur fr()lll \ isitnr ~Icti\ities. \IPS activities in managing a park, or activities 
undertaken by conc~ssioners. contLlchll'S. and others operating in the park. 

3.6 What Constitutes Park Resources and Values 

The "park resources and \alues" thdt are subject to the no-impairment standard include: 

• the park's scencry. natural and historic objects. and wildlife, including, to the extent present in 
the park: the ect'logical. biolot!icdl and physical processes that created the park and continue 
to act upon it: scenic features: natural \'isibility. both in daytime and at night; natural 
landscapes: natural soundscape" and smells: water and air resources; soils; geological 
resources; paleontological resources: archeological resources; cultural landscapes; 
ethnographic resources: historil' and prehistoric sites, structures, and objects; museum 
collections: and natiw plants and animals: 

the park's role in contributing tIl the national dignity, the high public value and integrity, and the 
superlative em ironmental qllal'l~ "rthe 11~ltional park system, and the benefit and inspiration 
provided to the ,\mcrican peopi,' 10:-, the ll~ltional park system; 'and 

any additional speciJic \'alues ,1Ild purposes for ,which a particular park was established . 

Park resources ane! \'alues do not il1l:lue!e any attributes of a park whose conservation is not 
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among the purpose~ for \\hich a park \\as included in the nationaL park system or is being 
managed. For example. the term g,:lh:rally dlles not include non-native species or man-made 
structures that are not historic or ph.:hi~toric. unless their conservation is a specific additional 
purpose for which an indi\ idual p~lrk \\as established. 

3.7 Decision-:\laking Requirements to Avoid Impairments 

Before approving a propllsed action that could Icad to an impairment of park resources and 
values, an NPS decision-maker 11llht consider the impacts of the proposed action and determine, 
in writing, that thc actiyity will nOl lead to an impairment of park resources and values. Ifthere 
would be an impairment. the actiol1 l1la) not be approved. 

When an NPS de(i~illn-maker becl'lfI;:?S ~l\\ar'.: that an ongoing activity might have led or might 
be leading to an impairment of park resources or values, the decision-maker must investigate and 
determine if there is. or \\ill bc. an impairment. If so, the decision-maker must take appropriate 
action, to the extent possible within \'"PS authorities and available resources, to eliminate the 
impairment. Whcne\'er practicabk. ~uch an inycstigation and determination shall be made as 
part of an appropriate park plannin~ process undertaken for other purposes. 

In making a detcrmi natilll1 of \\het I'LT there \\ uuld be, or is, an impairment, an NPS decision
maker must usc hi~ (lr hLT prokssil.n;d .iudgmL'nt. The decision-maker must be guided by the 
values expressed in the Organic AL'l and the (ieneral Authorities Act to assure the preservation of 
the high public \ulue and integrit) <1f the national park system, the national dignity of parks, the 
superlative enyironmenwl qual ity (II' parks. amI the important role of parks in providing benefit 
and inspiration for all the people oj" the L:niteLI States. In making such a determination, the 
decision-maker also must consider ,II)) ell\'irol1ll1ental assessments or environmental impact 
statements required by the )J"ational 1-:11\ ironmental Policy Act of 1969; relevant scientific studies 
of the park resource~ that could be :lITected. including those required by Title II of the National 
Parks Omnibus J\ 1allagcment :\ct p!' I t)~)S: allli public comments. 

---------- 1:"1/{1 olf)irec/OI:'s Order ----------
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Author: 
Date: 
Normal 

George Su at NP-GOGA-PRES 
10/4/00 2:06 PM 

TO: Roger Scott at NP-GOGASubject: Please get the dogs off the bluffs at Fort Funstonl----
-------------------------------- Message contents 

Forward Header 
Subject: 
Author: 

Please get the dogs off the bluffs at Fort Funston! 
Wendell Wood <ww@onrc.org> at np--internet 

Date: 10/4/00 9:52 AM 

October 4, 2000 

Fort Funston 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
National Park Service 

Dear Park Service folks, 

I am writing on behalf of the Oregon Natural Resources Council (ONRC). 
While we are primarily a statewide organization, it has come to our 

attention that 12 acres of sand bluffs are being proposed to be closed to 
off trail use, and unleased dogs. We strongly support the proposed closure 
to protect Fort Funston's dunes along the park's marine terrace. As a 
National Recreation Area, it is in Oregon's interest too that this area and 
the sensitive bank swallow colony and other.area resources be protected 
from unnecessary disturbance. As you know, in California, bank swallows are 
a sensitive species, and thus deserve the Park Service's particular respect 
and extra consideration. 

In particular we especially encourage the Park Service to prohibit the 
running of unleashed dogs in any area of the park-but particularly in dune 
areas where off trail use in general has clearly degraded the area's 
natural values. We are especially concerned that such unregulated uses in 
the park disrupts bluffs used seasonally by nesting bank swallows. 

In other National Parks and National Monuments dogs are not allowed on any 
trails. rn other park areas dogs are only allow on leashes. This is not 
only to avoid the chasing and harassment of area wildlife, but also to 
avoid disrupting other park visitors who do not appreciate having their 
outdoor experience spoiled by having to be confronted by unleashed dogs. 

Please advise us of your decision and how you intend to protect the area's 
natural resources values, and how you will limit inappropriate recreational 
use in these sensitive areas. 

Sincerely, 

Wendell Wood, ONRC 
Southern Oregon Field Representative 
HC 63 Box 332 
Chiloquin, Oregon 97624-5757 

FOFUAR04097 
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FAX NO. Jun. 22 1999 02:19AM Pi 

(:hHdn'n~~ J lospi~al (}akla1l4~ 
. .................................. , ................ . 

October8,2000 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Frankfin Streets, BuRding 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent: 

RECE1VEO 

oel l\) 'LUUU 

surffi\fi1EtiOOO'S omtt: 

I understand that the National Pari< Service (NPS) recently announced plans to 
protect a rare colony of coastaJ..nestin bank swallows. located at one of the San 
Francisco Bay Area's last remnants of coastat sand dunes and bIuft$ at Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area. This news gives me great pleasure. 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must be a top 
priority in the management Of Fon Funston. and the park service should 
do whatever necessary to protect their sutVivai. Moreover, native plant 
restoration on the dunes, as called for In the park· .. management plan. shOuld 
also be a high priority to both enhance wHdIife habitat and stabilize the sand 
dunes, which are significantly eroding. J can not understand why the NPS has 
failed to ensure 1Mt the integrity of native wJld and plant life is protected in this 
area. 

Priorities shoutd focus on visitor safety and preservation of native plants and 
wiJdlife. This wHi en&ure that EVERY visitor to thi$ bRutifuf area has the 
unchallenged opportunity to .enjoy this area now and in the future. The NPS 
continues to allow visitors to Ignore existing laws. which require that aU dogs be 
leashed in national parks and which require visitors and dogs to remain on 
designated trails. Its clear that this blatant disregard for these laws has resulted 
in significant threat to the pleservation of both wild and plant life in this area. 
Given this, there should be no argument 85 to what the Nps·s responsibility Is in 
this situation- protect our partes and itleir native inhabitants. 

Thank you for altowing me to submit corranents. I look foIward to your written 
response. 

Sincerely, 

~ ( . 

I \5\v1 ~ M. t-f ~ 
Tom_ A. Magana, M.d . 

FOFUAR04098 

Th~ pHiatric ltWdiclll et'UfI' 

/0' Northern California 
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OCT-82-88 12:28 PM 

Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National RecreAtion Area 
Fon Mason, Bldl£. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

'f'<1-.,··r .. </;"'--:-Q·~ Jp":?'" ': -.; a:.l'*'t.:..J .. ", . . 

,. . LlJUll 

SAVE SWALLOW HABITAT 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I strongly support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston. 

I believe this project will better protectthc unique biological and ecologic features within Fort 
Funston. The GGNRA must develop a manaaement plan for the re~ion with more focus on 
protecting and restoring the park'i unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a renmant dune system and I cultural resource. It must be manaeed for its 
biological and historical features, not a& a "doS run". GGNRA must enforce National Park 
SCJVice policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS mission in response 
to a few special interest groups. 

Sincerely, 

Charles Fox 
2324 Fulton Slrcct 
San Francisco, CA 94118 

P.8t 
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10-02-200 10:36AM FROM 

r' ;-:~ .:~~ €. \ V £ [) 

i,' :0; '[uti;} 
Brian O'Neill, Superintendent l; u' 0 -
Golden Gate National Recreationo~~ ';.;~,,; ~::';,! ~~~LCE 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 .;;lJnx:dho

' 0 

San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land 
entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission in response to a few spedal interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of 
self-interest. I I . 
Sincerely, ~lNY\vt rr~ 

U Ja'\L+ 0 H-arrJfO"1 N~~ ______________________ ~ ____________________ ___ 

toqQ '+~AJr,~)i Address 

City,State,Zip, __ .-.;S~F+, _.=cA=---.!..-----!q_'1~( _0_'1'-" ___ _ 
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Brian O'Neill, Superintendent . 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area ... f':' t ..J~V 
~Ci ....... ",,", 

Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 ~~'~"'tJ liJlJlJ 
San Francisco, CA 94123 Gc,\ \) _, ~ 

....... ,"" ~~.'i·S~\:. 
.. "'t":,,\\r:,'f~:. \ ~ • . ' .-.rriii \, •. 1' 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: '';-J~'r.. p. 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort 

Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 

unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA 

must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with more focus 

on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It must 

be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a "dog 
./ 

run". GGNRA musr~mforce National Park Service policies and regulations 

to prevent furt?eid~gradation of the public land entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 

mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a public 

entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not just those 

who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Mackinney 

1450 Cedar Street 

Berkeley, CA 94702 

FOFUAR04101 
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October 3, 2000 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent , 

OC:: 0 is ZOOQ 

I understand that the National Park Service (NPS) has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would liks to ask that you 
consider the following: 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management Of Fort Funston. The park 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat. and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to easily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on designated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I lOOK forward 
to your written response. 

Brad Adams 
1709 Trosper Rd 
GREENSBORO, NC 27455-1215 .' 
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fax header 04-10-2000 16:49:20 (GMT), page 1 

October 4, 2000 

Superintendent t~~~ 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area~&C\S\'\! 
Bay &. Franklin Sts., Building 201 {<:t .. ..,,· n\\~ 
Fort Mason I, l'uu 
San FranCiSCO, CA 94123 \:}':) ... , \).~ ,,_.-':-i'-rs~t 
Dear Superintendent , __ .:,_::.;:i0.,-,:-r~-i·.i-~' 1.,-

r understand that the National ParlC: . .'~fvice (NPS) has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would like to ask that you 
consider the following: 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The park 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allOWing access to eaSily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on designated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look forward 
to your written response. 

James H. Williams 
2110 Portland Ave., Apt. 201 
NASHVILLE, TN 37212-3644 

FOFUAR04103 
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fax header 04-10-2000 16:01:52 (GMT), page 1 

October 4, 2000 RECEIVE.W 
Superintendent . 

• 

Golden Gate National Recreation ArEtlCT 04 ZUUU .. 
r .Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 

Fort Mason . ··ITt!!'"''''"~''''' ~r-·I'E San Francisco, CA 94123 StiPERlf, '.I~!.:tril ~ ,-,rtlI.' 

Dear Superintendent , 

I understand that the National Park. Service (NPS) has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would like to aSk that you 
consider the following: 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must.· 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The park, 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. 

ViSitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to eaSily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash·in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on deSignated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look forward 
to your written response. 

Laura Connors 
7921 Bethelen Woods Lane 

!,~ SPRINGFIELD, VA 22153-2010 
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Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 

REC!:::l \lED 

OCT 04 2000 

StJPSflNTENDEMT'S omtT: 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land 
entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of 

self-interest. M'\ vt . I I", A • • ~ _A ./ 

Sincerely, ~ rrtuV lAl'4'Vr...-

Nam~e __________ J __ a_~_~+ ____ rt~ar~r_'r_o_~ ____________ __ 
lO~O 'f~A(~)1 Address 

. City,State,Zip, ___ S~F--II:.-----=C~A--=--........:q:....-L{....:....--( _0--4~L---
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New Text Document.txt 

The following is a fomlletter, but quite simp1ely if the rule is dogs must be on a leash, dlen follow the r 
ute. 
Priority one protect the babitat 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Streets, Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent 

RECJ:;I\fED . 

OCT 04 2000 

I understand,. that the National Park Service (NPS) bas recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants of 
coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at GoJden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would like to ask that you 
consider the following: 

* Preservation of the colony of tlJ.mitmed banks swallows must be a top 
priority in the management of Fort Funston. The parle service should 
close the maximum area necessary to proCtct dJem. 
~ Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the park's 
management plan, should also be a high priority to both enhance 
wildlife babitat and stabilize the sand. 
* Visitor safety and preservation ofnative plants and wildlife are 
more important than allowing access to easily eroded cliffs and 
bluffs. , 
* Existing laws that require an dogs to be on leash in national paIks 
and require visitors and dogs to remain on designated trails should 
be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look Cot ware te year 

~ 

HERBERT MOORE 
765 NE 77th TERRACE 
MIAMI, FL. 33138 

~~~-~------------------------------------
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NATIONAL PARKS CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 
Protecting Parks for Future Generations 

RECElVElJ 
14 August 2000 Sl:.~ t, 5 LUU\.) 

Brian O'Neill 
Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Building 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

The National Parks and Conservation Association has followed for some time the Park 
Service's problems in the management of pet dogs at the Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area (GGNRA). Dog walking has become a flash point for controversy at _ 
numerous locations in the park, in particular Crissy Field and Fort Funston. In both these 
locations, the your staffhas documented significant adverse impacts to resources due to 
off-leash dogs, as well as conflicts between dogs and other park users - including 
instances reSUlting in injuries to visitors. 

As we have often reminded you and your staff, the Code of Federal Regulations is 
abundantly clear with respect to the tolerance of dogs in national parks. Owing to the 
potential for unrestrained dogs to harm or disturb wildlife, cause other resource impacts, 
and conflict with other park users, Section 2.15 (a) (2) prohibits "failing to crate, cage, 
restrain on a leash which shall not exceed six feet in length, or otherwise physically 
confine a pet at all times." 

Unfortunately, GGNRA has curried the favor of the small off-leash dog-user group, to 
the detriment of the park's resources and a vastly superior number of other park users, 
whose activitieS do not come in conflict with park regulations. The park has also 
expended scarce financial -and staff resources responding to the problems created by off
leash dogs, money which would other-vise go to enhancing park values and provided 
visitor services. 

We have now reached a point where the Park Service's failure to enforce its own policy 
has resulted in litigation, though not from the expected quarter. Should the off-leash 
litigants prevail, GGNRA will not only be responsible for setting a negative precedent 
that will affect the entire park system, it also will make the job of protecting endangered 
species in national parks more difficult and more expensive. 

NPCA is astonished that it should fall to us to infonn you that by failing to enforce one of 
its simplest regulations GGNRA has undeimined not only the protection of park 
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• resources for which you are responsible, but also the trust the public has in its most 
revered institution. We fail to understand that while state, regional and local parks all 

• 

• 
~---.------- -

,"\"'.,. ....... "Y'I~ ............ .r,......,.~ ..... lcu',C'l, l,.""r(" th;C!' .,...." .... 1: coon,.,..,C' "11~'h'('\ tl"'\ ;"11,,,,"(1 Cll;t 

While we do not rule out the possibility of our own lawsuit, we hold fast to the belief that 
even the National Park Service will see such a suit as indefensible and, therefore, will do 
everything in its power to avoid it. To do otherwise will be yet another example of an 
inappropriate use of park funds. 

We ask that you respond in writing as to if and when you the park will begin enforcing 
Section 2.15 of the CFR as soon as possible. We understand that education will be a 
necessary component, given the park's history, and encourage you to begin the process 
by issuing warning citations for the first three months following appropriate notice. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

FOFUAR04108 
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Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land 
entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of 
self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

Name ::;rC:--(4L /Y f.,c{/"J? IAJ-~ 
/ I 

Address ~7i~- LjI/cC[ S-t 
<:_"~ (;:, c'.A c; u-/ /0 City,State,Zip,_-.:;;:-~::....:.... ___ ....:....-. ___ .:.....-I' __________ _ 
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RECE::l\lED 

OCT 04 2tm 
Brian O'Neill, Superintendent ~ElUNTENDm1 OBI!: 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land 
entrusted to it . 

. I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of 
self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

Name 0-<iq.. 7?2~T1fi-= . 
Address :L1ij J t-fY£71..- .-/z(-

City,State,zip ~ S-ea'"?~ C .. :4-· 9' ~ //-6 
7 
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Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 

REC~J"ED 

OCT 04 2000 

SUPEBlNTffiDENr'S ~: 
San Frandsco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service polides and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land 
entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission in response to a few spedal interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of 
self-interest. 

~~~~~~~~~-----Sincerely, ~~ -

Name /I y-(tzwv & 1~?Ie/VI , , 
Address ~rtP Le J( a <: ~.r--
City,State,lip .re ? If '?w ~ r 
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Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

RECC:.\fEO 

OCT 042000 

SlJPBlINTENDBfrs Offl'f: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land 
entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of 
self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

Name ,~~ S ~l )~ 
Address 590 lo¥M S+ 
City,State,lip (5 ~ (1, 94 ~o ? 

FOFUAR04112 
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Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

3 October 2000 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: . 

RECf::tvED 

OCT 042000 

UERlNTENDENT'S OffiCE 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort 
Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA 
must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with more focus 
on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It must 
be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a "dog 
run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and regulations 
to prevent further degradation of the public land entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a public 
entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not just those 
who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

City, State, Zip _..E.S'~gt....:oI'\~_R!...t'"~"'~(\'~G.:::..::..," 'ILS ":::"':>~J_C-=----h_~~_4..:..t:.....l....:g=---_ 
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Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

RECt::J \lEO 

OCT 04 2000 

SUPBUNTENDOO'S OfRC!-: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort 
Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA 
must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with more focus 
on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It must 
be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a "dog 
run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and regulations 
to prevent further degradation of the public land entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a public 
entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not just those 
who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

Name: Brent Faye 

Address: 2151 - 41 st Avenue 

City, State, Zip: San Francisco. CA 94116 

FOFUAR04114 
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fax header 04-10-2000 23:44:20 (GMT), page 1 

October 4, 2000 RECEIVEU 
Superintendent 

OCT 04 ZUUU Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 SUPERlNTENDOO'S OmcE 
Dear Superintendent , 

I understand that the National Park. Service (NPS) has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffS, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This. js great news, however, I would lik.e to ask that you 
consider the following: 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The park 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to easily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require Visitors and dogs to remain on deSignated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look forward 
to your written response. 

Ro LoBianco 
PO Box 295 
Kentfield. CA 94914 

FOFUAR04115 
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fax header 04-10-2000 23:22:24 (GMT), page 1 

October 4, 2000 RECEIVED 
Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 
Fort ~1ason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent , ' 

OCT 0 4 Z(){JU 

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE 

I understand that the National Park service (NPS) has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffS, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would like to aSk that you 
consider the following; 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The park 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of natlve plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to easily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on deSignated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look forward 
to your written response. 

Shirley Spas 
616 Waterford Circle East 
TARPON SPRINGS, FL 34689-7211 

FOFUAR04116 
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2 October 2000 

Re: Support of Proposed Habitat Protection Closure at Fort Funston, GGNRA 

Brian O'Neill 
Superintendent 
Fort Mason, Building 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill 

REC~l\lEu 

OCT 04 2000 

SUPBlINTENDENfS omc~ 

I have read the plan, "Proposed Habitat Protection Closure", and heartily support the proposed closure 
of approximately 12 acres of Fort Funston to off-trail recreational use by the public, as part of the 
resource protection mission of the National Park Service. 

I was born in a coastal California town in 1943 and have lived near the ocean for many years. I 
have seen firsthand how iceplant and other non-native plants have relentlessly spread over large 
areas, diminishing or extirpating not only the original native plant communities, but the diversity 
of native vertebrates and invertebrates that depended upon them. It is now well known that 
various native species are better adapted to use and thrive among native plants and the suite of 
insects they host, rather than non-native plants. The beauty and educational utility of restored 
native plant communities at Fort Funston will become treasures much valued both now, and by 
future generations. 

I have also seen the compaction and erosion associated with habitual off-trail trampling by 
thoughtless people and pets, which defaces bluffs and other areas and makes it virtually 
impossible for remnant native vegetation to regain lost ground. It is important for foot traffic to 
be focussed onto designated access only, as you stated in the proposed plan .. 

I am not aware of any study demonstrating that the presence of numerous off-leash dogs is 
beneficial to the native wildlife of Fort Funston or elsewhere. Certainly, they are detrimental to 
local populations of vulnerable native species. Loose, unleashed dogs are not a form of 
"recreation" that is consistent with the preservation of park resources, nor is the presence of such 
dogs a welcome intrusion to many visitors, including visitors who might like to bring their own 
leashed pet with them. 

It is not only the duty of the National Park Service to protect wildlife and plants that are officially 
listed as threatened or endangered, but ALL the local native species and the important natural 
features of the area as well. I applaud you for proposing to do so at Fort Funston, and for the 
diligent work you have already accomplished in this regard. 

Sincerely, 

~~c~~ ~Q?7'~ 
Marilyn H. Davis 
P.O. Box 405 
Bodega Bay, CA 94923·. 
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Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

RECE::JVED 

OCT 042000 

SUPERINTENDENT'S OfR£f 

. 
I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort 
Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA 
must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with more focus 
on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a ~emnant dune system and a cultural resource. It must 
be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a "dog 
run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and regulations 
to prevent further degradation of the public hind entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a public 
entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not just those 
who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

Don Hughes and Ann Hughes 
3515 Citrus Avenue 
Walnut Creek, California 94598 

FOFUAR04118 
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Superintendent O'Neill, 

RECE.VEO 
OCT 042000 

SfWSIINTEIiDEJrs DfIIr: 

Dylan Hayes 
2674 24th Ave . 
S.F., CA. 94116 

I am writing you in support of any and all efforts to clos~ the 12 acres and protect 

the Bank Swallow at Fort Funston. In 1995, under the direction of then South District 

Ranger Jim Milestone, I produced an official and unofficial trails map. It was adapted 

from up to date aerial photos. It shows the fragmentation of the Bank Swallow habitat by 

unofficial trails. The Bank Swallow Site has been delineated and includes the 12 acres 

they use to congregate above the nests and forage on. The dog walkers have asked for 

scientific basis for justification to close the site. The 12 acres is an obvious buffer zone. If 

you need a copy of the map for future meetings with dog walkers, I will be happy to 

supply it. 

I appreciate and understand the National Park Service's mission, as did the City of 

San Francisco, when the property was turned over to the N.P.S. So much work in the 

form of native plant and habitat restoration by countless involved young citizens from 

dozens of schools has been accomplished. How can we let years of effort and 

transformations go undone? Please, continue your efforts to protect the bluff area and not 

fold in the wake of dog walkers' protests. It would seem obvious the impacts of off-leash 

dogs and the impacts ignored by their owners. The twelve acres are a small "sacrifice" for 

them as users ofFt. Funston. There is more than enough space set aside for the dogs to 

run adjacent to the proposed area of closure. If you need any further assistance with 

concerns to this issue, please contact me personally at (415) 759-0101 or my address 

above. Thank you kindly for your time. 

j2L4'~ ;n;;; 
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Brian O'Neill, SUperintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

RECB::1VEU 

OCT 042000 

StiPERtHTENDEtlT'S (}ff1D~ 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort 
Funston. 

I beliew this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA 
must de\elop a holistic management plan for the region, with more focus 
on protec~ing and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It must 
be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a "dog 
run". GGNRA must enforce National Park SeNce policies and regulations 
to prewnt further degradation of the public land entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a public 
entity you are charged with seNng the broader public, not just those 
who haw the means to launch a malicious campaign of seJf~nterest. 

Sincerely, FOFUAR04120 
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.1~_·~ J 20 
Monarch Butterfly (Dana us Ptexippus) -

The Monarch is one of the best-known butterflies. noted for its 
migratory habits. In the fall. flocks of Monarchs move southward to 
California and Mexico from their breeding areas in the north. The 
milkweed is the Monarch's host plant. 
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fax header 04-10-2000 15:24:49 (GMT), page 1 

October 4, 2000 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent , 

RECEI VE.i.) 

OCT 0": 2UOO 

I understand that the National Park Service (NPS) has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one o£ the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would like to ask that you 
consider the following: 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The park 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to easily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on designated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look forward 
to your written response. 

Afton Surwillo 
204 S. Kenilworth Ave, "15 
OAK PARK, IL 60302-3141 

FOFUAR04123 
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October 3, 2000 

Superintendent 
Golden Ga~e National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent , 

I understand that the National Park Service INPS) has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would like to ask that you 
consider the following: 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The park 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to easily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on designated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look forward 
to your written response. 

Laurel Latto 
11145 Caminito Alvarez 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92128-5732 

FOFUAR04124 
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October 3, 2000 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent , 

I understand that the National Park Service (NPS) has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffs. at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would like to ask that you 
consider the following: 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The park 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance Wildlife habi~at and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to easily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on deSignated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look forward 
to your written response. 

Dianne Stokes 
3951 Torrey Pines Blvd 
SARASOTA, FL 34238-2834 

FOFUAR04125 
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October 3, 2000 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San FranCiSco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent , 

I understand that the National Park Service (NPS) has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would like to ask that you 
consider the following: 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The park 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to easily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on designated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. 
to your written response. 

Rachelle Tidwell 
420 Brittany Rd 
SEASIDE, CA 93955-6711 

look forward 
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October 3, 2000 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent , 

I understand that the National Park Service (NPSI has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would like to ask that you 
consider the following: 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The parK 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to easily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on deSignated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look forward 
to your written response. 

Chloe Moss 
3062 SW Avalon Way 
SEATTLE, WA 98126-2662 

FOFUAR04127 

GGNRA009771GGNRA009771



• 

• 

• 

fax header 04-10-2000 13:49:11 {GMT}, page 1 

October 4, 2000 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bay & Franklin Sts., Building 201 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent , 

I understand that the National Park Service (NPS) has recently 
announced plans to protect a rare colony of coastal-nesting bank 
swallows and one of the San Francisco Bay Area's last remnants 
of coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area. This is great news, however, I would like to ask that you 
consider the following: 

Preservation of the colony of threatened banks swallows must 
be a top priority in the management of Fort Funston. The park 
service should close the maximum area necessary to protect them. 

Native plant restoration on the dunes, as called for in the 
park's management plan, should also be a high priority to both 
enhance wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. 

Visitor safety and preservation of native plants and wildlife 
are more important than allowing access to easily eroded cliffs 
and bluffs. 

Existing laws that require all dogs to be on leash in national 
parks and require visitors and dogs to remain on designated trails 
should be firmly enforced. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit comments. I look forward 
to your written response. 

Sheila Penney 
556 County Highway 125 
GLOVERSVILLE, NY 12078-7418 

FOFUAR04128 
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Author: 
, Date: 

George Su at NP-GOGA-PRES 
10/4/00 11:10 AM 

Normal 

TO: Roger Scott at NP-GOGAsubject: Fort Funston~----------------------------------- Messag 
e Contents 

Forward Header 
Subject: Fort Funston 
Author: Tina Peterson <peterson@email.sjsu.edu> at np--internet 
Date: 10/4/00 8:10 AM 

Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort 
Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA 
must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with more focus 
on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It must 
be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a "dog 
run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and regulations 

to prevent further degradation of the public land entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a public 
entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not just those 
who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, 
Christina Peterson 

Christina A. Peterson 
science Librarian 

.San Jose State University 
California 
peterson@email.sjsu.edu 
408-924-2727 (voicemail) 
408-924-2701 (fax) 

Visit the Library without Walls! 
http://library.sjsu.edu/staff/peterson/index.htrn 

FOFUAR04129 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

Bay & Franklin Street~, Building 201 

Fort Mason 

San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent 

, 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I understand that the National Park servte (NPS) ~as recently 

ann~unc.d pl~ns to protect .a rar~ COlon~f coastal-nesting bank 

swallows and one of the San Francisco B y Area's last reJ"flnants of 

coastal sand dunes and bluffs, at Golden te National Recreatipn 

Area. Thi~ is great news, however, I wOLfd like to ask that 'you 
consider the following:· I. . 

• preservati~n of tile colony of threatenJ ban~ .wallow$ must be "·top 
pri~rity in ·the. management of Fort Funstdn. The park service should 

close the maximum are~ necessary to prdtect them, . . . I . 
* N~tive plant r~storation on the dunes, ~s called for in the park's 

management p,lan, should also be a high ~riority to both enhanCe 

wildlife habitat and stabilize the sand. I : 
* Visitor safety and preservation ~f natille plants and wiidlife are 

more important than allowing access to e sily eroded cliffs and· 
bluffs. . 

.. Existing laws th~t require all dogs to b~ on leash in national parks 

and require visitors and dogs to remain 01 deSignated trails' should 

be firmly enforced. 
. . I· 

. I 
Thank you f9r ~lIowing me to s~bmit comrents. I look forward to· your 

written respons~.. ...: I 
Sincere;y\ 1 . I . . ~~II-) 
Amy· CJ 

. . I .. 
I 

2125 N.19th 'St #3 

ArHngton, VA 22201 
4 October 2000 

P. 1 
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Tuesday, October 03, 2000 8:08 PM 

October 3,2000 

Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
san FranCiSCO, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

415·333·1844 

OCT o,~ 2000 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston. 

I am a frequent visitor to Fort Funston for the purpose of bird watching year round and 
wild flower viewing in the spring. At this time the number of dogs is quite 
overwhelming and certainly negatively impacts the bird population. I am a dog lover 
and former (and future) dog owner but I believe that this area requires protection from 
the masses of dogs which visit there. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It must be manageq 
for its biological and historical features, not as a "dog run", GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners to protect the natural resources of Fort 
Funston. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Pat Power 
35 Los Palmos Dr. 
San FranCiSCO, CA 94127 

p.01 
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Brian O'Neill, Superintendent SUPERtNTEBOOO'"S MRCf: 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

I believe this projec;t is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land 
entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of 
self-interest . 

FOFUAR04132 
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REC&':t yEO 

Brian O'Neill, Superintendent ocr 04 2000 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area SHPmmTENDEIlT'S nr:r..; 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 " , unn ,", U;T41';;. 

San Frandsco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at 
Fort Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The 
GGNRA must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with 
more focus on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It 
must be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a 
"dog run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and 
regulations to prevent further degradation of the public land 
entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise 
the NPS mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a 
public entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not 
just those who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of 
self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

Name (Ac£w.q)]2;,}1(e-Y~ (A&e~:l<cSW>O-r';') 
Address 6 (p G GdJ2u;1 ~ 

FOFUAR04134 
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October 2, 2000 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Building 201 
Bay and Franklin Streets 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Superintendent; 

REC~lVED 

ocr 04 2000 

StiPERlNTENDEMrS OfFICE . 

I am writing to express my support for the habitat restoration efforts at Fort 
Funston, and specifically the expansion of the closed-off area at the north end of the park. 
I realize that this is politically difficult In fact, I have just fInished reading the postings 
on the San Francisco Dog Owners Group website, and I am struck by the level of vitriol 
they express. I believe the problem is in the way we are raised to look at the land around 
us. First, we look at how the land serves our needs. For example, most of the people I 
have talked to refer to the dunes that covered what is now the Sunset district as barren, as 
though they were a giant sandbox. Second, we judge the land by an aesthetic which is 
conditioned by the lawns and flower beds we are raised with. By this standard a field of 
iceplant looks just as nice, indeed nicer, than some scruffy dune scrub. The problem is 
that the land has its own standards, by which a field of ice plant is a profoundly degraded 
environment, only slightly less impoverished than a parking lot 

For me, the easiest way to see what the land needs to be is to look at the hawks. If 
you watch one skimming along the dune tops, or hear a pair calling out to each other as 
they circle, you experience a bit of that wilderness which can be destroyed but never 
controlled. Hawks are predators, the top of the food chain. Their presence implies game 
and the plants to support them. I have never seen hawks in the dog walker's areas. I see 
them frequently over the restored grounds. 

The scrub is a incredibly rich environment, supporting a wealth of plant species, 
many endangered, butterflies, dune rabbits, field mice, and the hawks that hunt them, as 
well as many other parties who will never show up at an advisory board meeting. There is 
not a lot of dune habitat on the mountainous California coast The habitat restoration at 
Fort Funston is an unsual opportunity to preserve a small portion of it, a portion that once 
stretched for miles. If this habitat is saved, I believe it will become a treasured resource, 
and future generations will consider destroying it as senseless as damming the Yosemite 
valley. I appreciate the politcal courage of the National Park Service in creating this 
resource. 

Respectfully, 

John Anderson 

FOFUAR04135 
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REC~l"ED 

OCT 04 2000 

SUPBHNTENDENT'S OffICE 

Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Dr. O'Neill: 

Susan E. Masta 
Department of Biology 
1600 Holloway Avenue 
San Francisco State University 
San Francisco, California 94132 

2 October, 2000 

I wish to speak in favor of the proposed closure of areas on the GGNRA at Fort 
Funston to protect natural resources against threats from off-leash dogs. 

In regard to the bank swallows, a colony has historically existed there, predates 
recent use of the area by off-leash pets, and thus deserves the protection stipulated by 
National Park policy. 

Currently, the GGNRA in San Francisco contains no land that is off-limit to 
pe<?ple to protect threatened or endangered species, and very little that is set aside for 
native habitat. All of the GGNRA is open to dogs on leashes, and much of it to dogs off 
leashes. Currently, dog-runners may make use of the entire GGNRA, and may run their 
dogs along miles of Ocean Beach. 

The area under consideration for protection at Fort Funston is very smal1- and 
arguably much MORE land should be set aside for native habitat restoration and 
protection of threatened species. 

The present situation is such that people who appreciate nature, birds, and 
plants -- and whose recreation leaves the land undamaged -- are disenfranchised by a 
vocal minority of dog owners, whose activities mar the landscape and hinder 
implementation of proper National Park policy. 

I urge that the Park Service follow through on intitiatives to protect species and 
habitats deemed ecologically important by closing off areas to dogs at the present time 
and in the future as needed to safeguard the integrity of the Fort Funston dunes. 

Cordially, 

I ~~ J1t~ 
Dr. Susan E. Masta, 
Ph.D. in Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 

FOFUAR04136 
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Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

RECE::1VED 

OCT 042000 

StlPERlNTENDOO'S OfRCE 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort 
Funston. 

I believe this project is just.one step toward better protection ofthe 
unique biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA 
must develop a holistic management plan for the region, with more focus 
on protecting and restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a cultural resource. It must 
be managed for its biological and historical features, not as a "dog 
run". GGNRA must enforce National Park Service policies and regulations 

. to prevent further degradation of the public land entrusted to it. 

.I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a public 
entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not just those 
who have the means to launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

Name);fA ~ ~ 
Address 7"'!J7J L-eA/1$ t dY't A-v~ . 
City, State, Zip Ii; l Cttr ,-fp ( t A- q l/ C; ~j:) 

Page 2 of2 
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RECElVED 

OCT 04 2000 

SUPERINTENDENT'S omcr 

Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

Jay Withgott 
174 Beverly St. 
San Francisco, CA 94132 

October 3, 2000 

I am writing in support of habitat and ecosystem protection at Fort Funston, and against attempts 
by some area dog-owners to subvert Park Service policy and monopolize this public land for 
their own particular type of recreation. 

As one of the last remnants of land that approximates San Francisco's natural pre-settlement 
landscape, the Fort Funston dunes have tremendous importance both historically and 
ecologically. For this reason, policies of preservation and ecological restoration are especially 
appropriate here. Native plant restoration, prevention of artificial dune erosion, protection of 
threatened bird species dependent on the dunes, and encouragement of non-destructive recreation 
are laudable goals for the Park Service in this area. 

The current reality of Fort-Funston-as-dog-playground prevents accomplishment of any of these 
goals.· As a trained biologist, having recently moved to the city, it took me no more than a brief 
visit to Fort Funston to see the astonishing impact free-running dogs have had on this ecosystem. 
As a birder and now-frequent user of the area, I am of course concerned about the impact on 
bank swallows and on Neotropical migrant birds that use this area as a migratory stopover - but 
the issues extend far beyond simply the protection of birds. As a host to out-of-town visitors, I 
can report universal surprise and dismay from them that a unit of the National Park System 
(especially here in supposedly progressive San Francisco!) is allowed to undergo such 
environmental decay. 

The core issues, however, have nothing to do with progressivism; rather, they are if anything 
conservative. Simply put, Fort Funston should be run as other units of the Park Service are run: 
in line with the letter and spirit of the Service's mandate. This means guaranteeing protection for 
important species, habitats, and ecosystems, and providing for public recreation such that certain 
users do not interfere with the recreation of other users. Currently the heavy use by one special
interest group, dog-walkers, violates Park Service mandates, prevents effective preservation 
policies, and interferes with other recreational uses . 

FOFUAR04138 

GGNRA009782GGNRA009782



• 

• 

• 

Certainly, there should be some localities in San Francisco where dog-owners are allowed to 
walk their dogs. But in all the cities I've lived, the municipality has taken up that responsibility. 
It should not be on the shoulders of federal government employees to feel pressured to bend to 
demands that contradict the regulations and guidelines they are employed to enforce -
especially when those demands favor one particular minority over the welfare of the land and of 
the public at large. 

Thank you for your consideration of the views of those of us who may in the past not have been . 
as vocal and activist as those GGNRA users with dogs. 

Sincerely, 

Jay Withgott 
Freelance science writer 
M.S. in Biology, Univ. of Arizona and Univ. of Arkansas 

FOFUAR04139 
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RECEiVED 

OCT 042000 

SUPERINTENDENT'S 0Rf: 

Brian O'Neill, Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason, Bldg. 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123-1304 

Dear Mr. O'Neill: 

231 Eureka Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114-2436 
October 2, 2000 

I support the GGNRA Bank Swallow and habitat protection project at Fort 
Funston. 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique 
biological and geologic features within Fort Funston. I urge the GGNRA to 
develop a management plan for the region that has more focus on protecting and 
restoring the park's unique resources. 

Fort Funston is a remnant dune system and a ct.iJ.tural resource. It must be 
managed for its biological and historical features, not just as a dog run. GGNRA 
must enforce National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further 
degradation of the public land entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the National 
Park Service mission in response to a few special interest groups. As a public 
entity you are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have 
the means to launch a campaign of self-interest. 

Kern Hainebach 

FOFUAR04140 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

.' .. : 

FOFUAR04141 
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. fJ.CE.(~'€X) 
PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE Ul}QUE D.IJ~~% FORT 

FUNSTON OC\ \} 
/ . \.-.:.~ ~W.tt 

r£ I support the GGNRA bank sWallow and habitat prot~~~~~l Fort Funston! 
/" ~'u\'ti\\·_ 

~ I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on proteCting and restoring the 

..lark·s unique resources. 

~ Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations.to prevent further degradation of the 

~ublic land entrusted to it, FOFUAR04142 

, I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compronuse the Nt'S 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who ha the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of sel -inter t. 

Sincerely • 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

~"l 11.1.11 ! •. I ... II •• I.I •• II •••• II .. II.II.II.! .. II,I .. l.I ... !.l.i 
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PROTECT AND RESTO. fIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

FUNSTON ~ E i'-i E."V 
"REv at I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project~ Funston! 

If I believe ~is project is just one step toward better pro~y.1n 2f ~e unique_~jQlogical 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNR.-1.~ .. Q~~t>i~~OlAtiC 
management plan for the region, with more focus t!lPtmtClmg and restoring the 
park's unique resources. ... 

r/ Funston is a remnant dune sy~te~ and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it FOFUAR04144 f 

r;' I urge GGNRA management and ~mmissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

S;"=ly. ~! Ct~ 
" Tbotl\Q.s C~ t'ey 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04145 
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RECEfV t:."-' 
PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES~J FORT 

FUNSTON OCt () 11 LU 

.. ~t-:' nrr'ttr. 
~ I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat p~_~si:lat~art;;lill'ston! 

~ I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. . 

f Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it. FOFUAR04146 

11 I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to l! few angry s~jal inteast groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader-pUblic. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious. campaign ,o~ self.iflter: ~.: 

S;n=ly, .... : ~ $--
;-J> ~'"' 't··~ 

'- ~";;/ 
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Superintendent "~QOO .. ' . • --:. '~::.::-.,.- " 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PRomCT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

b
· FUNSTON ~--C' \ ,,~ t:.. u 

" R~\.;t;;.. 
\ I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protectiOC.lt~ec~a~)'unston! 

51 I believe this project is just one step toward better prot~ion of the uniquc.,biqlogical 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GG~~~~~op":.i ·holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus or(jUD~mg imd restoring the 

. k :::~:o::~:er:::::~ne system, and a culrural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce ""-" " 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradatioii~#C 

\ public land entrusted to it _:.: "',t. 

~ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS"" ."':."~."" 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entit}i ybU 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the ~.to 

launch a malicious camp3l~gn ~ :l~re~st. FOFUAR04148 

Sincerely, -tr---''':...ec.c~~-~--~-
J ~ 

-pre; -t!J oS 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, F:ort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04149 
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J»7 I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fan Funston: The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
managemenl plan for the region, with morc focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

rf Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent funher degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it. 

." I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to '! few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, FOFUAR04150 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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'\' ~"y; 
PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

FUNSTON 
~ , !. 
~ ~Ilp~n th~ ~NRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

~ .,~~lieve this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
.. -:-.,-t·;~and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

C';;; • .::,-... ' management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

l' Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
Its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

~ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 

~::::~aHciOUS OMnpm7fjt~~1:::! 
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~'" ~<YtECT ~D RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
W>' ~. ,., FUNSTON 

~:A bank ,w.now on_ h.b;", protect;on project" Fon F"""".! 
~ I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 

and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

~ Y1 Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it, 

a I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, WllSorJ -CONy 
C9fl2tu,AtJ(), eA 

FOFUAR04154 
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ECEl-Ve,O 
PROTECT AND RESTORE THE ~QUE DUN~M FORT 

FUNSTON OC1 O.ll: 

~ I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat p_~tW%~~ton! 
rf J believe this project is just one step toward better pro~ion of the unique biological . 

and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

rJ Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

. e! I urge GGNRA management an~ commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. FOFUAR04156 

Sincerely, Je.cry £ { i o-t 
?<t~ M~ I cA 

.~ .. 
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REC' °lvEtJ FOFUAR04158 

PRo'(:.EC~~~TORE mE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

/ ~\PFWiTaIilBIfS~;: 
V Iyppon 'the <!GNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

VI believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

~unston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features; not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
Na . I Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 

lic land entrusted to it 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader pUblic, no just those who have e means to 
launch a malicious c Ign s ·in st 

Sincerely, 
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FOFUAR04160 

_C"l':~-. \ "EU 
PROTE~ RES!Q~ THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

C1 \) 4: ~NSTON 
o ..ar:..:. 

J support the GGNRA _~.,.,........roitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

I believe this proj~S just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources . 

Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it. 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise tbe.NPS 
mission in response to '! few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaiJrn of self-interest. 
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FOFUAR04162 

PROTfii.~P ~~iE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON ...-. . 

91 I support the GGI'i.~lJl i.!rtt'f.Jand habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

I¥ I believe this m\MIIll~_ard better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic rea1urCsWithin Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

Ij:) Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical featuresQ10t as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public. land entrusted to it 

qt. I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 

launch a malicious campai~ Ofself-i~teres~ .• J ~ =: : :. 

Sincerely. ~.~ 
._. 16 Pl"drecT Avo/

i
_ 5 f Offll () 
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FOFUAR04164 

-- l't/~ . 
;tE~t:- ;ROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

OC" 0 & 'l,UU\.I FUNSTON 

~
~NRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

l'I . 

J believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

, Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it. 

~ J urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-intere 

Sincerely, 
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FOFUAR04166 
~\,r-:. .--. 

flEe PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

ot1 ", 'Luw FUNSTON 

~_NRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

S1.W 0 J believe this project is just one step towMd better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

o Funston is a remnant dune sy~m, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaigTl of self-interest. 
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FOFUAR04168 ct.", ... 
~e {f&'rECT AND RESTORE mE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

(lC"t " . _. FUNSTON 

l~~RA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston!. 

o .) believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the regiml, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

o Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features,.not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

, ) urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 
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nC\ a ~JtbTEC~ AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
\I .~". FUNSTON . 
~~'O)""r . 
t!lJVf'S"Upport the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

-K I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the regil3Zl. with. more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. . 

Funston is a remnant dune~ystem. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and Ir.f:lliations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving l~e br r public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campai self-interest. . /J 

Il. , I V 
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, .... -'. . .~, . FOFUAR04172 . £C~\~;~ 
~ . .' e~ECT AND RESTORE mE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

Qt\ ,~ . FUNSTON 

~ ~£'A'bank swallow and habitat protection projcct at Fort Funston! =r I believe this projcct is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with::more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. . 

Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it.' 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups, As a public entity you 
are charged with servin the broader public, not 'ust se who have the means to 
launch a malicious cam of self-intere~t. 

Sincerely, 

GGNRA009817GGNRA009817
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'. oel Q 4: !JIJTECT AND RESTO~~~~IQUE DUNES AT FORT 

~~:~RA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

: 'IF I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources . 

.., Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, ~t as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

~ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to l! few angry spec.ifil ~est groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, n 'ist ose who have the means to 
launch a malicious camp . .., 

- . - Sincerely, -, 
- .-~_ ... ~ .... t:-.a.2~--· 
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. FOFUAR04176 
CJ:::lvEO . 

RE PROTECT AND RESTORE mE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

OCT 04 ZWU FUNSTON 

~~RA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

!-J/ J believe this project is just one stcplP."Nard better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fortr..on .. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the regioa,.,nu, more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

~ Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and2egulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

rzf I urge GGNRA management an~~issioners not to co romise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few ~ special interest ou . I\s a~IiC entity you 

launch a malicious campai . 
are charged with serving~e .br er lic, not ju who;Jbe means to 

Sincerely, .. , 
v' / 
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~ECt-' 
I" r.RlJ;rECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

eel a 4: ~ ._ FUNSTON 

~RA bank swallow and habitat protection proj~t at Fort Funston! 

o I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources . 

o Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the. 
public land entrusted to it. 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to l! few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not ju those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign sf-interest. 

Sincerely • 

GGNRA009823GGNRA009823
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FOFUAR04180 

PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

\ l ,,£.(J FUNSTON 

~~~uppon ~NRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 
., 1 l\ ~ . 

cO\il ~l~ve this pr· is just one step toward better protection oflhe unique biological 
and eswithin Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

_ nt plan for the region • .with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources . 

C Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it. 

C I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader pUblic. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincemly. 5 aV""",- ~P d( 
~~ / --
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FOFUAR04182 
£,{J 

PRoTE~t\loRE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

OC\ (\" "DJI'1NS
TON 

e(' I suppon the GGNRA bank swall itat protection project at Fon Funston! 

lit" I believe this proj slone step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources . 

~ Funston is a remnant dune ~yS1em, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

it I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 

;::,:~kiOU'~pm~ 
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PROTECT AND RES~~ TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
. RECt.'z l V FUNSTON . 

l' 1 support ~e GGNet£tirOsola~d habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

~ I believe this P12J~~~~ _d better prot~on of the unique biological 
and geologic feW'MMm'f!Ori'Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for ' 
W biological and historical features, not as "dog run," GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups: As a public entity ~ 
are ch ed with rv'n the broader ublic, not just those who have the means to 
aunch a malicious campaign of sel oIfilterest. 

J.I. J) u FOFUAR04184 
Sincerely, m£rJ7t Ikrt'Yl4Ifz 

A1l.SDtt 'Ber-OOlJ It 
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Ct .. tV ., : 
PRO~ AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

QC1 0" lW'J FUNSTON 

Dr'" I suppon the O;_~'habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

~ I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA musl develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources . 

~ Funston is a remnant dune system,'and;~CUJtural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it ' 

a"" I urge GGNRA management and cO~issioners not to compromise the NPS 
_- -__ , mission in responselo ~ few angry speciaj~ntere$\ groups. As a public entity you 
__ -- _r -- -_.. are cltarged with serving the broader pUblit, not~ust those who have the means to 
.--' --~-. launch a malicWus campaign of self-interest. .:., \ 

=-.:~ ·'::-s;nc:";~::~"~<·~ ~ . ~ ___ ---.~ __ ~ ::::;a:!C!:~ ....,. ---- -'-,' .~-
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RECt:. \ VEO FOFUAR04188 

PROTECT Q~ ~at THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
~~TON . 

4' 1 support the GG~and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

o believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. . 

d' Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

~ 1 urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign qf self-interest. ~ 

Sm=dy. J(~~ 
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FOFUAR04190 

PROTER~It~1~9 THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

OC1 ,,4: zWlUNSTON 

IY" I support the GGNRA bank swallow .itat protection project at Fort Funston! 

t!""" I believe this pro~~Je;slOward better protection of the unique biological . 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

0' Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

~ I urge GGNRA management and CO~iSSiO~ not to compromise the NPS 
-----. 1!1issfQ.n"'Tiiresponse to a few angry spec\lHmterest groups. As a public entity you :==.--._- ~ ar; charged with serving the bro er public;.notJust those who have the means to 
. _~ launch 8 malicious campaign of }f-interest. ~ I 
""-"."''''. "-

:,;" :. , 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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FOFUAR04192 

PROTE~'R~*8t!i mE PNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

;.. :' N .. ~·~·C1 0 4: ~UNST?t1L.. . . .~. 
~ support the GGNRPbank swallow and h"bitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

/ _ .. ..-nITtI6\RIt"S ~. . 
e' J believe this pr~'tmesfeptoward better protection of the unique biological 

and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

Jark's unique resources. . . 

r:f' Funston is a remnant dune system. arJ a cultUral resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. OIOt as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it . 

.j J urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious cam% self-inte~es~ • 

S'."",ly. .;' _.4c7'f'9 (.sd,f/IfV Fli:-.M<.q 
OoKltvd, eA . 

GGNRA009837GGNRA009837
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04193 
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FOFUAR04194 

PROT~-~Jbhl: THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
." • ..fUNSTON . OC1 0 4: f.,UU. J I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

L ",lDCIlDITRIDBil'S r.Jf" . 
'.1:1 I believe this pll'jl!c!tl~tlsrone step toward better protection of the unique biological 

and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

J
. management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

J National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, 2;::f::ff:e: 

GGNRA009839GGNRA009839
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04195 
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FOFUAR04196 

PROTru:J'~~~M6t\i THE UNIQ . UNES AT FORT 
~J:. FUNSTON .. '.' 

1\ ~ lW'J : 
{Sj I suppon the GGNR~~k l'wallow and habitat protecti 

fD I believe this pr~_~'~etter protect~ 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA 
maTIagement plan for the region, with more focus on protecti 
park's unique resources . 

of the unique biological 
develop a holistic 
and restoring the 

~ Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

Ii! I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely. 

! 

GGNRA009841GGNRA009841
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

.. Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

C I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

C I believe this project is just one step toward better protcctilJn of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
maIlJl8wnt plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

• p_'W-tinique resources. '. 
~'. - . . 

~~q Fun~~.a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
~ \\&biological ~ historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce. 

~CV\ 'f.jati~f!!lJ-~ ~!'rvice policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
... ..w.~~~d entrusted to it 

~~~'V . 
~~~\. I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 

mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those: who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self·intereSt. 

Sincerely, 

FOFUAR04200 

GGNRA009845GGNRA009845
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

C I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

C I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
man~e~-, plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
12¥: . iIIltjue resources. 
~~ . 

fII"'..l~ FunstQf\~~ remnant dune system. and a ~ltura1 resource. It must be managed for 
r it\ fJpi'ts'gi-cal antWtistorical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

f;jC"\ ~tional r~~eFvice policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
pUR~CI>entrusted to it 
,:~X~·)~ 

~.,~ u~ge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign If.inJtrTt~ l' , J 

Sincerely. ~ 
~:J~0 N\. 

FOFUAR04202 I (pO q ... 4' 5 Ct't 
b~ ,{~q41o~ 
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.' Superintendent . 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area .. :~.: . 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

• I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! -
• I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 

and g;ologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
managem.ent plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

... ~\4~e resources. . 

~ <:., ~unst.~M:Y remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
r- .., u.s ~oIlJtlcal and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

C\.~~ Mluona) P~~~ice policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
VV pUblir-.b!tii\ldlrusted to it • 

~\~~ ... 
•• "\\~\.~' p 

~~'I"Urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
v mission in response to a few ~ special interest groups: As a public entity you 

are charged with serving the Drawer public, not just those who bave the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. t. 

Sincerely, Qi tj;P~ . 
FOFUAR04204 

GGNRA009849GGNRA009849
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Superintendent .. '. ; .. 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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FOFUAR04206 

PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

xl I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat proteCtion project at Fort Funston! 

e" I believe Ibis project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and~ features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic . .....~'rment plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

~~v park's~e resources. 

~ A~ton is a ~t dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its ~~~iMd historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

... ~~o'n\lI'''Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
~~~\\l>UbIiC land entrusted to it. 

f2I' I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to I! few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader pUblic. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely • tvd4rM. 

GGNRA009851GGNRA009851



• 

• 

• 

Superintendent ".(., 
Golden Gate National Recreati.~n Area 
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FOFUAR0420B 

PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
. FUNSTON 

II support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

~ ~\ioe\ils project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
,...~C!t~Oiogic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

<l!!!:Jf!l.".V manaa~{{I(f~t plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
l"' ~. S(Mti'que resources. 

«,~~. 
~ Fun~~~<e~ant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 

. •. :~~~hlg1cal and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
~~\\~ National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 

.;rrubliC land entrusted to it 

~ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to l! few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 

;::I:~idOU'camP~ 'flz;§> 
rJ J..6 0 -- d ..F. 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON b' support the GGNRA bank swol'ow and habi .. proI<CUOD proi<ct" Fort FunsID.! 

V I believe ~is .P!Wrc\ is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological I ~ and g ofV¥Jr6 within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
__ ~\:::a_.,,~nt plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and resloring the 

.' s unique ~\ces. 

~.:t \\ ~ ~ . o fV1oi1t6n IS a rel1U],~ system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biol~~l~tbriCaJ features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

.. ~'iPiiff Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
~b1'j'c land entrusted to iL . FOFUAR04210 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, .t :!t.~ 
Id1~~ 
.p~ e-A qI.fO'fLj 

GGNRA009855GGNRA009855
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Superintendent 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

o e:bel.ie ti~.Jlroject is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
IrtrglC features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

tt~C anagemen~\plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park\; ~~ resources. 

t\('~ \\ -
'tt' Funsto~~~'arlt dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 

.. ",",~"\1~iear and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
~~\iNlitional Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 

public land entrusted to it . 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those' who havC\C-the s to . 
launch a malicious camp aiM self-interest. ~ 

Sincerely. \:J~ (J6~ 
. I t~ jt3', Vt"-~ lIM 7 f. 

FOFUAR04212 ~ ~.,I CV+'~1'OJ 
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Superintendent ". . 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area . , .... ~ . 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

o I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 

ClQ1\r~eatures within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
RE Jrrranagement plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

Qe1' Oar~'s_e resources. 

o Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
\m~~~lli\d historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

S\W£R\ii '~~iional Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to il 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 

FOFUAR04214 

l~unch 8 malicious camPai~ ~ 

Smcerely. ~ ~~ 

~~~m r 
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Superintendent . , . 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area .~r: : 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

RiC Ef~~lt.JIGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

C 1 belie~~ ,'~i~ project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
OC1 '&ie&r6~lt features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

SUPffim1~mr~qu(r~.ources. . . . 

o Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

C I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who,hav,he means to 

;:::~iCiOUS~pm~~~ 

FOFUAR04216 . ~ -
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Superintendent . J, 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area ~:.' ~. -... -. 
·Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 . . • 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
.. ) FUNSTON 

. lV\' 
. ', .... t ... ' • 

,q.-.. bJpport the.GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 
~'(:.o- ~,) 

[J .J Il\I"",mis proj~t is just one step toward bener protection of the unique biological 
t)C \na' geolog!c :!~i!lres within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

ma.!1.~~~m tffan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
nf1l.~~unique resources. 

~~\'~\" 
a . Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 

its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to iL 

[J 

FOFUAR04218 
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Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

~ 'C~i!h? GGNRA bank SWalIO~ and h~bitat protection project at Fon Funston! 
~~ " \~ . 

o I bfli~e~~ project is just one step toward bener protection of the unique biological 
()C1n~eologic f~~~ within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

mana~~'ror the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
~~~:Mique resources. 

~~u~"t'" 
!J Funston is a re~ant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 

its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sin_yo ~.7:!J~1 
FOFUAR04220 .>JCt d t::t 'f I(~ 
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Superintendent """ "", 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area' "t 

Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

.V . 
IJ ~ ~GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project a1 Fon Funston! 

~ I belie~ t~~ject is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
t'\~ ~'lbgic f~~~·.within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
u'rficinageme~'IYIt 'ftiof'the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
p~~~ resources. 

c:.\'~~\':\\ 
er Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 

ItS biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

IJ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campai f self-interest. 

Sincerely. 

/2..00 
FOFUAR04222 

Sf-
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. Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area; ~ .. :. 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

~ support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 
'\) 

~;L~e this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
~~~~i!giC features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
~ ,,-,' ent plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

f\t,\ "p k's uni~~sources. 
'" ~ rt'~ ~;l ~ .... 

M\t~li~tlD is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
~fl~~\\ Its biological and historical features, not as "dog IlIn." GGNRA must enforce 

. National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

~rge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups: As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just osc who have the means to 
launch a malicious camp~ 

Si"ccoely, ~ 

FOFUAR04224 .s::t- etc-/! Q Cf 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

IJ ..J .Pc'P.·ltj ~t is just one step toward bener protection of the unique biological 
Rt:a~~rogic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

managewe"ll~ for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
Oe1k·\).IlI1q~reSources. 

o -fi{llnmoot&~~dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be ~aged for 
SU\l\:l\1~f>t6l5gical and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforee 

National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

IJ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious camPa of self-i~terest. 

Sincerely. I ;..:\==1-c.-- 73~ 

FOFUAR04226 

I ? ~ ""',,,.J) F't ~ S~
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Bldg, 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o 1 support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

9-~,.;~iIs project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
~~v1iil\'d geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
~ m~~ plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

QC\ ~J..~ unique ~~r.urces. 
~- \J<;.\ ........ 

lJ .~Qii,i';>a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
~~\~~\b1oIOgiCai and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely. Davt ~"Y& 

FOFUAR04228 
Cft1 \ \ l 

GGNRA009873GGNRA009873



• 

• 

• 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Are~\ 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

C I sUPport.~GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

~c:!\I~~th' . :. d ben . fth . b' I . aI ,,;ee Jeve IS project IS Just one step tOWaI' er protecuon 0 e umque 10 oglc 
~ and N~ features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

t'''f ~JnVent plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
Q'v 'park's unj9~rces. 

~t':) \11' ..... 

N"~\.~ is a remnant dune system, and a culruraJ resource. It must be managed for 
~\J' its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce . 

National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

C I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups, As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the-means to 
launch a malicious campai self-in! sl. 

Sincerely, 

FOFUAR04230 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

... ~, . 
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FOFUAR04231 
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• 

• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

o I bel i c:ye ~~ject is just one step toward bener protection of the unique biological 
~.u~"~tCatures within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

~~~em~~.t.Rl~ for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
~ park's ~l~~OUrces. 

(,\(':\ \\ ",\. 
:I u'Funston is~~~une system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 

iHi..~ and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
~\W~b'W~iPark Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 

public land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 

• are charged with serving the broader p.u lic. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious camp . e i t rest. 

Sincerely. 

FOFUAR04232 '"U~( 2-7~ ~ 

5NJ ~'Ic..e ~ t:{\/U2-1JlD 

GGNRA009877GGNRA009877
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" 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 

. San Francisco, CA 94123 . ':'.: . 

FOFUAR04233 
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• 

• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

... I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

jJ I believe ~ ~ect is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
~Ptt~c!iiiures within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

~ ~~cm.ent P.t:'f for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
~ park's ut~urces. 

nC:\ " ~ SI URmston is a ~~une system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
. its . ~~iiistorical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

~~~ Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interes~1le I 
Sincerely, ~ kJa.... C(, 

FOFUAR04234 

S"fl~st'Q ,. ~73) 
~f C-A q'-lll 

GGNRA009879GGNRA009879
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Supex1ntendent ' • 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area ; .. 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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..... : !: .. 

FOFUAR04235 
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• 

• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON . 

o I support the GGNRA bank s'wallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

o I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
managSl\R;plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
~~ resources. . 

1(l~ FunstOli\%~emnant dune system. and a culrural resource. It must be managed for 
i~t(sJI~al and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

t}C\'Nrtional P~jce policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
. pu~~lrusted to it 

~~~ge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in resPonse to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have e means to 
launch a malicious campaign of -interes~ , . 
Sincerely. ___ :&....:;..._ ... _~ __ ~"'-_ 

FOFUAR04236 

GGNRA009881GGNRA009881
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation' Area 
Bldg, 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

< . 

. . 

FOFUAR04237 
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• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

C 1 suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 
. 0 

C I ~¢~\H ~ject is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
~';~ogic .~~ffi~es within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
~ managem~ J)Wl'or the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

_:\ uQq~e resou~~. . 
'UV ..,.~~~I'J 

o Fu~,~'\liMmant dune system. and a cui rural resource. It must be managed for 
~~gJcal and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
~ationa) Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 

public land entrusted to it 

GGNRA009883GGNRA009883
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Superintendent . . .;. 
Golden Gate National Recreation AIea '. ' ... 

• 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason . , .. 

~ . " 
San Francisco, CA 94123· .. :. 

FOFUAR04239 

• 
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• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIm UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o J support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

o I believei£i~ roject is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and .~eq' tures within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
~~ ent plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

f(t~4Mf..'s u~~esources. . •. 

q C ~U~l~ i~ a !1..,. dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
\,) ItS bjolo~h!storical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

~!Iti~k Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
~~)lC land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign ~f self-interest 

Sincerely, 

FOFUAR04240 

GGNRA009885GGNRA009885
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Superintendent .. , .... r! 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04241 

GGNRA009886GGNRA009886
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FOFUAR04242 

PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

X I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

)( I believ~.lroject is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
_ ~~I'&g1cfeatures within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

t;.. ()mfIagel1l!~~\~lan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
~ park'~tt.~esources. . 

~.c€~ ~ .... ~ ~,J f~nston i ~~l.'ia;'11 dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
i' !aYand historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

"'~~ nal Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
~' public land entrusted to it. 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to I! few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, a~~J>lJ). 
~ -aJd 19W 5. s==; 'fY-JI/ 

GGNRA009887GGNRA009887



•• 

• 

• 
GGNRA009888GGNRA009888



• 

• 

• 

'(0 'B(~t:t /I 
~ oft' 

PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 

~ ( rl- ~ ~ ~ FUNSTO~ I ;.J 
"'; I ""~:. GGN:': ':;:'''I.':I~~Mkd;O~~JJf:::;; ~ 

war cal 
eEoC eologic features . . unston. The GGNRA must develop a hohstlc 
l' mana an or the region. with more . and restoring the 

Ice policies and regu a 
_·· .. ··--=and entrusted to it 

Sincerely. 
FOFUAR04244 

GGNRA009889GGNRA009889
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area ., ,i ',,' 

Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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FOFUAR04245 
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• 

• 

• 

P~CT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
~~",.'(:..y FUNSTON 

_~.C~ . 
~ I suppqct _NRA bank swallow and habitat protection Project at Fort Funston! 

:-\ \\ \) 
IJO~ Believe th· {l~ just one step toward bener protection of the unique biological 

an ~tures within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
.. \~ ement plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
~ park's unique resources. . 

:I Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

IJ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving broader public, just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious camp . go self-i terest. 

Sincerely. 

~----"iJ--W-~-++-""""'--S t-
FOFUAR04246 S·F·1~f2-2-
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Superintendent -,- -.:: ~ _: .. 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area -
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

-/ 

FOFUAR04247 
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• 

• 

PRO~ND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
~CftJ'\I~""- FUNSTON 

~ suPPt \\~~\ bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

~ I ~~ve thiS~'" one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
an~~ures within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
~Ynent plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

~ Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for "lIS biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not [0 compromise the NPS 
mission in response [0 a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self· interest. . • .. r . ..",,--
Sincerely, :J • W\ 1lF-.~ ,,~ ~~ 

FOFUAR04248 
~1P3 Bv\? I ~~t'
~~#CA f4'i\lt1 

GGNRA009893GGNRA009893



• 

• 

• 

to" 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

: . . ~ . 

FOFUAR04249 
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• 

• 

,~QECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
~CE,.\ . FUNSTON 
~~ ~ . 

o J s"lllh'treOONRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 
t)~\ . ftt£\\1 
o I b~~ ~C:Ct is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
_.~~logic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
9Jf~management plan for.the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

park's unique resources. 

:I Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it . 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
I~unch a malicious campaign ~l. a ~. 

Sincerely, ~ ~ 

FOFUAR04250 
t3(to ~ ~~.3 
SF 91.fl 0 9 

GGNRA009895GGNRA009895
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Superintendent 
Golden'Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04251 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON' 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

:I Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it. 

CJ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. ~ (7 r (". I 
Sincerely, =1 ~O T -t- 0 /Vl1 'ct:. 

FOFUAR04252 

GGNRA009897GGNRA009897
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04253 

" 
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• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

~ support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

p..--1 believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

~ Funston is a renmant dune system, and a.cultural resource. It must be managed for 
. its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

~I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to 8 few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. ~ 

Sincerely. ~~l!1 
Raber k L_ ];-eAt: 

FOFUAR04254 

GGNRA009899GGNRA009899
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04255 
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• 

• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

o J believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for thl! region. with more focus on protecting and resloring the 

;i:
ark'S unique resources. 

Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it . 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special inlerest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
~nch a malicious camP::~tgo 

Smcerely. ~~ 

FOFUAR04256 

GGNRA009901GGNRA009901
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04257 

GGNRA009902GGNRA009902
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• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o 1 support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

o .I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA ml1st develop a holistic' 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

~ Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed .for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, .4'1 WIsor., 
130' 'If' A,,-<. 

FOFUAR04258 S. F. C~ ~VI%'7.. 

GGNRA009903GGNRA009903
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Ar~a 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04259 
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• 

FOFUAR04260 

PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

~ suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

1:1 I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

1:1 Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
.its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

1:1 I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to l! few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-!nteresl. 

Sincerely, f..l~~""N G\)£=N ~ 

'd4" W(L..-SO"" 6T. 6P Cfl.fl(:;).. 

GGNRA009905GGNRA009905
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 

. San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04261 
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• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
/ . FUNSTON 

~ ~port the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

~ I be~ieVe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

~
agement plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

k's unique resources. 

Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

;.:

ati nal Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
ic land entrusted to it 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest . 

Sincerely, .::ro ~Yl 1\. Dlo)r-

FOFUAR04262 () . 

GGNRA009907GGNRA009907
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

. FOFUAR04263 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES A.T FORT 
FUNSTON 

)('" I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon FunstOn! 

~ I believe this project is just one step toward ben~r protection of the unique biological 
JlDd geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's.unique resources. . ... 
Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biologjcal and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
'National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

~ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a pubUc entjty you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

S;n=oIy, L~Q,~ 
FOFUAR04264 ~£:se: c.~r;.y 

2~(~ (A)IW-r",tl/l w~ 
f. 5. ::L AM ,4..l::oG OWN E~ ~ ~ Sql\ drl.V\o C-A Cf'1o,"' 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area, 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04265 
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• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

[J I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

[J I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop 8 holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

o Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

)( I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, 

FOFUAR04266 

~ OI\.LJL 
5(7A ,4-A-~ 
8f , LA qq H8 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04267 
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FOFUAR04268 

PROTECT AND RESTORE mE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

o I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holisti~ 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

o Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for . 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to '! few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 

I~unch a malicious campaign 'Jel~~7J2- /' 

Sm_y, ~~ 7 

GGNRA009913GGNRA009913
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04269 
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• 

FOFUAR04270 

PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

tJ I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fan Funston! 

tJ I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources . 

tJ Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical fearures, not as "dog run." GGNRA nwst enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it. 

x I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to I! few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign f se -interest. 

Sincerely, 

GGNRA009915GGNRA009915



• 

• 

• 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04271 
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• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

)( 'Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

X I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest 

Sincerely. 

FOFUAR04272 
Zbl 3f4'?v1U/\ 
~4uF10 Ot 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

. FOFUAR04273 

GGNRA009918GGNRA009918
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• 

• 

PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

0pport the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

~ I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry'special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the br ader public, not just th~' ho e the means to 
launch a malicious campai self-interest. 

c:: 
Sincerely, ------

FOFUAR04274 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04275 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

IJ 1 suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

IJ I believe this project is just one step toward bener protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

a Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it. 

C I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely. 

, 
FOFUAR04276 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

_Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
'. San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

. g/ ~pport the GGNRA bank SWalIO~ and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

~I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

;::

anag ment plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
p . s unique resources. 

. Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
Its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 

?blic land entrusted to it 

JZI' I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angr)' special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious ?/sel:interes~ 

Sincerely, ~/,e...P.JJ ,<LSod 

IJRJ 4i,L.J, fL'L.-
FOFUAR04278 ~ ~otfY 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE mE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
. FUNSTON 

~ I suppon the GGNRA bank swal1~w and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it . 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader pUblic, not just those who have the means to 

launch a malicious camP.rr;~ ~I~-~t:eslt. LL.. _ \ _ _ _I 
Sincerely, ~~ _ f1l1\,IVO...rQ 

,CliO fe. \ l &\-4t-~~ cr41 {7 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04281 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

X I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! . 

)( I believe this project is just one step toward bener protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

. - park' s unique resources. 

V Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
i" its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups: As a public ~tity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self·interest. 

Sincerely. c.oUI e, ~t 

FOFUAR04282 
];xo l4+hst.t£ ~ SEM qq((y 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

IJ I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

~ believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
/\ ~d geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources . 

IJ Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

IJ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, Le\f!Vl~ Av, ttA 

\', 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04285 
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FOFUAR04286 

PROTECT AND RESTORE mE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

C I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

C J believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

/):). Funston is a ~emnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
~ its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 

National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

C I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to ~ few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely • tA4JM~ J4/wJ~ 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

o I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

-management plan for the region. with more.focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources . 

• Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to l! few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the roader public. no 'ust those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campai s~-interest. 

Sincerely. 

I~ 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
~ldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04289 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

,If I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

)If' I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

_ park's unique resources. . 

¥ Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it . 

I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 

launch a malicious ~:E: 
Sincerely, P'-~ 

David <11v:--hn:-::-
FOFUAR04290 Sf=" c... A f'1' \ ~ 
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~uperintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

FOFUAR04291 , . 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

C I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

C I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

"if. Funston is a remnant dune system. and a culrural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

C I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely. 

FOFUAR04292 

41l~ Q'lId 
MAtt -fN'Z 0' Nti ( 

2. 'i l..{ 4to .faM~ 
U\JOvU4 I Ml 4e!~ 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

o I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 

I.
anagement plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and resloring the 
ark's unique resources. . 

. . Funston is a remnanl dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as ·'dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of.the 
public land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self·interest. 

Sincerely, 
, 

FOFUAR04294 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
·San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

o I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. . 

~U'nston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it. 

o I urge GGNRA manage:nent and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups: As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self·interest. 

f"r(7ellCc :( LI~4.Jq 
~ 0(" ,1"-4 rrt7Q c A'1e 
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Superintendent . 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
·Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fon Funston! 

o I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

~ Fun~ton is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. Dot just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-in~rest. 

Sincerely. ~ ~ 
kl'~te-Vl upr; 0 Vl 

FOFUAR04298 2-1 g 0 cwv v-e. S 1-.~ ( ( 
sp (].,A q Ltll1-" 

GGNRA009943GGNRA009943



• 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I support the GGNRA bank swaIlow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

o I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

fi. Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the. 
public land entrusted to it 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS • 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 

J:unCh, m,Uclou, cam~ ~:m"~! 
Smcerely, ~~~ ..-'" 

FOFUAR04300 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

IJ I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Foit Funston! 

IJ I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

• FUnston is a remnant dune system, and a cultuiaI resource. It must be managed for 
jts biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

IJ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, AA~ tt C~ r-t ,./ 

FOFUAR04302 

~ [ys""2 5" C~ G-t2C K 
L ' --,' MI CJ{)~~~ 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

IJ I support the GGNRA b::mk swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

IJ I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

Q -Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
Its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

i I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely, ~hr\ p. iJvY\i\.t :nr 
FOFUAR04304 

GGNRA009949GGNRA009949



• 

• 

• 

Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE TIlE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

A I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at F~rt Funston! 

~ I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. 

~unston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
Jts biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 

. public land entrusted to it. 

o I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups: As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those wh ave the means to 
launch a malicious cam!,aign of self· interest. 

Sincerely, 

FOFUAR04306 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE mE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston!' 

o ] believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources. . 

o Funston is a rellUlant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

o J urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to I! few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public. not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign of self-interest. 

Sincerely. -ff;L' 91r~ '- i 

10 J~/ ~oo 0 . r, 
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Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
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FOFUAR04310 

PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON . 

~ I suppon the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

rf I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fon Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region. with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources . 

er Funston is a remnant dune system. and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features. not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

,/ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
__ -- .~~~!oD. ~S.POD~~ to ~ few angry spec~ inl:Cre5t groups. As a public entity you 
._ .. ' . . ar~ charged wit!) serving the bro~er pil~~~. -!lo just those who have the means to 
. __ .- .' .' . __ .' Jaunch a malicious-carnpaign of ~elf.fnlerest. ",~ 
____ - •• ' .-._ ... ,-~. _'1¥'- •• '-'::" '~ .. '";3 ?J 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, Fort Mason 
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FOFUAR04312 

PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

o I support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

CJ I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 
park's unique resources . 

CJ Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations.to prevent further degradation of the 
public land entrusted to it 

CJ I urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 

l~unch a malicious campaignLt0fS =@ ~. 
Smcerely, . _~V ~~ --..... 

'. 
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Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201, F9rt Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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PROTECT AND RESTORE THE UNIQUE DUNES AT FORT 
FUNSTON 

/1 support the GGNRA bank swallow and habitat protection project at Fort Funston! 

~I believe this project is just one step toward better protection of the unique biological 
and geologic features within Fort Funston. The GGNRA must develop a holistic 
management plan for the region, with more focus on protecting and restoring the 

- yark's unique resources. 

r;t' Funston is a remnant dune system, and a cultural resource. It must be managed for 
its biological and historical features, not as "dog run." GGNRA must enforce 
National Park Service policies and regulations. to prevent further degradation of the . 

,;Public land entrusted to it 

I!( 1 urge GGNRA management and commissioners not to compromise the NPS 
mission in response to a few angry special interest groups. As a public entity you 
are charged with serving the broader public, not just those who have the means to 
launch a malicious campaign O_f self-interest. A 
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california Native plant Societ~ 
(f, I :12>. 0 '1J.~ 
(J M.5~ 

Superintendent Brian O'Neill 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

. Bay & Franklin Streets, Building 201 
Fort. Mason 
San Francisco, Calif. 94123 

RE: Proposed Year-Round Closure at Fort Funston 

Dear Superintendent O'Neill: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Year-Round Closure at Fort 
Funston. The California Native Plant Society has over 10,000 members, nearly 500 of which live in 
San Francisco and northern San Mateo County. Founded 35 years ago, CNPS seeks to protect 
California's native plants through science and education. 

CNPS strongly supports the proposed action to protect the bank swallow colony, enhance 
native plant communities, and reduce human-caused impacts to the coastal bluffs and dunes. To do 
so is entirely within the rights and obligations of the National Park Service as it seeks to carry out its 
mission as set forth in the Organic Act of 1916. 

We note with approval the other legislation and master plans cited in the comment letter 
submitted by the National Parks and Conservation Association and the Natural Resources Defense 
Council as further evidence of the park's obligation to protect natural resources in decline. We also 
note that the Code of Federal Regulations, like the codes governing all California state parks and San 
Mateo County parks, states that all pets must be on a leash. Why is this regulation (36 CFR 2.15) not 
being enforced at Fort Funston and other units? 

Years ago, when the park decided to designate all of Fort Funston as an area where dogs 
could roam off-leash, it created the conditions that led inevitably to the current crisis. The park could 
have fulfilled its obligation to protect natural resources, even ifit decided to ignore 36 CFR 2.15, by 
designating sections of Fort Funston for intensive recreational use. Allowing such activities 
throughout the entire unit left precious few areas where its significant natural resources weren't 
damaged by heavy use. Hence, when it became apparent around 1990 that natural resources-
particularly the threatened colony of bank swallows--were deteriorating at an unacceptable rate, the 
park had to use fences to protect 23 acres from intensive recreational use. The current proposal to 
protect an additional 12 acres is a further statement by the park that it erred decades ago in allowing 
off-leash dog use on all of Fort Funston's 230 acres. 

There is ample evidence that allowing large numbers of recreational users--whether adults, 
pet owners, or off-leash dogs themselves--to trample dune vegetation is not sustainable. Trampling 
has eliminated even iceplant (Carpobrotus edulis), one of the most durable plants around! The 
closure notice properly points out that native dune vegetation must survive in a harsh environment 
characterized by scouring sands, high solar radiation, extreme fluctuations in temperature, low 
nutrient conditions, salt spray, and low water retention. Despite their impressive abilities to survive in 
such an environment, very few dune species are able to withstand repeated trampling. For that 
reason, many heavily visited parks along the California coast provide designated trails across their 
dunes. These include the Presidio's Crissy Field and Lobos Creek dunes, Asilomar State Park, 
Marina State Beach, Pescadero State Beach, and others. We know of no other dune system with 
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significant natural resources where visitors and their dogs are encouraged to roam throughout the 
dune vegetation. 

It is not too late to correct the damage caused by two decades of unregulated visitor use. 
Although hammered by decades of Army construction activities and extensive plantings of iceplant 
and other weeds, Fort Funston harbors a critical remnant of the San Francisco dune complex, once 
the fourth largest system in California and a hotspot of dune plant and animal diversity. As the park's 
notable efforts at Lobos Creek dunes and Crissy Field demonstrate, even thoroughly damaged dune 
plant communities can be nursed back to ecological health ifthere are suitable remnant populations 
of native species nearby. At Fort Funston the park has had remarkable success in restoring dune 
communities. 

But despite such efforts we're still losing ground. In the mid-1970s botanists found 21 native 
plant species that have not been located since (data compiled from enclosed plant list). Other species, 
including the endangered San Francisco lessingia (Lessingia germanorum), disappeared before 
botanists were able to survey the former military base. (Peter Raven, co-author of the 1958 flora of 
San Francisco, told me that they were unable to gain access to Fort Funston during their field 
research.) Of the remaining 96 native plant species, several are holding on by a slender thread. Some 
have the misfortune of making their last stand outside the two closed areas. Is the park willing to 
stand by and watch them disappear under the feet of its visitors? 

The remnant dune flora and the wildlife it supports deserves greater protection than it now 
receives. Heavy recreational use--ofwhatever kind--distributed widely across the landscape is 
incompatible with resource protection. Providing sufficient protection for natural resources on only 
15% of Fort Funston's land base--35 out of230 acres--is clearly not in line with the park's 
commitment in the 1980 Master Plan and other documents to minimize impacts to natural resources. 
Even the Presidio, with a far more complicated matrix of development and users, will return nearly 
30% of its area (ca. 400 acres out of 1,440) to a natural state. The amount of land dedicated to natural 
resource protection at Fort Funston should be even higher. 

Doing so won't spell the demise of Fort Funston as a place that welcomes diverse types of 
recreation. It simply requires situating the most intensive recreational uses in areas where they will 
do the least amount of damage. If the park closes additional areas--as it must do in order to protect 
declining natural resources and fulfill its obligations under the Organic Act and other guiding 
documents--without a major planning effort, the park will be visited by another unnecessary head-on 
collision. One of the purposes of planning, after all, is to avoid train wrecks. It is time to create a 
master plan for Fort Funston. 

We will close by celebrating the well-deserved accomplishments of the Fort Funston Green 
Team in their efforts to restore vibrant dune communities along its bluffs. There is no better way to 
educat~: the public about the marvelous natural resources in this national park than through the magic 
of hands-on activities in the nursery and in the field. Leading stewardship activities is the highest 
form of interpretation since it enables the public to connect in a powerful and emotional way with the 
land itself. The park ought to expand its interpretive and resource management activities at Fort 
Funston in ways that provide opportunities for diverse communities to become involved. 

MM--
Pete Holloran 
President 
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Fort Funston Plant List 
Complied by SIght trom the roilowmg VISltS: 1.1 M.arcn 1 ~~() by .l:'ete tioHOrarl, JaKe ~lgg., 
and Randy Zebell; 20 May 1997 by Ingrid Cabada, Pete Holloran, Marek Menke, Jake 
Sigg, and Randy Zebell; 13 March 1998 by Ingrid Cabada, Sharon Farrell, Pete Holloran, 
and Mary Petrilli; 20 April 2000 by Ingrid Cabada and Pete Holloran; 29 April 2000 by 
Pete Hjj)lloran; and 8 July 2000 by Pete Holloran. Additional species from other plant 
lists, including one from 1975 by Dennis Breedlove, are marked with an ast~risk if they 
have not been seen during recent visits. 

Abronia latifolia 
Abronia umbellata* 
Acaci~ longifolia 
Acaena pinnatifida var. californica 
Achillea millefolium 

~ 

. Agoseris apargioides var. apargioides 
Agoseris apargioides var. eastwoodiae -
Albizia lophantha 
Ambrosia chamis~onis 
A,rnmophila arenaria 
.Amsinckia sp. 
Anagallis arvensis 
Ariaphalis margarita~ea 
Angelica hendersonii* 
Anthriscus caucalis 
Aphanes occidentalis* 
Arb,)'Tanthemum'foeniculaceum (? ~ horticultural Chrysanthemum sp.) 
Anneria maritima ssp. califomica 
Artemisia califomica 
Artemisia pycnocephala 
Astragalus nuttalli var. virgatus 
Atriplex leucophylla 
Avena barbata 
Avena fatua' , 
Baccharis pilularis 
Brassica rapa . 
Bromus carinatus var. maritimus 
Bromus diandrus 
Bromus hordeaceus' 
Cakile maritima 
Calandnllia ciliata 
Calystegia purpurata ssp. purpurata 
Camissonia cheiranthifolia ssp. cheiranthifolia 
Camissonia cheiranthifolia ssp. suffruticosa (introduced) 
Camissonia contorta ' 
Camissonia micrantha 
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Capsella bursa-pastoris 
Cardamine oiigospenna 
Cardionem~ ramossissimum 

~ Carduus pycnocephala 
Carpobrotus chilensis* 
Carpobrotus edulis 
Castilleja latifolia* (?) 

• Ca')tilleja subinclusa ssp: franciscana* (?) 
Castilleja wightii,·(=Castilleja affinis ssp. affinis according to' Peter Baye's analysis of SF 
Castilleja specimens) . . 
Centaurea melitensis 
Cerasfium glomeratum 
Chamomilla suaveoiens 
Chenopodium album 
Chenopodium multifidum 
ChlorogaluIn pomeridianum var. divaricatum 
Chorizanthe cuspidata var'. cuspidata 
Cirsium occidentale var. occidentale 

.. 

\ 

• 

Cirsium vulgare . 
Clarkia rubicunda (keyed by Pete tothis species sever'al times using Jepson Manual, 
although the lack of a red spot at base of petals is troubling) • 
Claytonia perfoliata ssp. perfoliata 
Conicosia pugionifonnis • 
Conium maculatum 
Conyza sp: 
Cotula australis 
Crassula conata 
Croton califorqicus* 
Cryptanth~ leiocarpa 
Cupressus macrocarpa 
Daucus pusillus 
I>elairea odorata = Senecio mikanioides 
Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum 
Dros.mthemum floribundum 
Dudleya farinosa 
Ehrharta erecta 
EI)'trigiajuncea ssp. boreali-atlantica (acc. to Peter Baye) 
Epilobium brachycarpum 
Epilobium ciliatum ssp. watsonii 
Equisetum. telmateia ssp, braunii* 
Ericameria ericoides ' 
Erigeron glaucus 
Eriogonum fasciculatum var. ? 
Eriogonum latifolium 
Eriophyllum staechadifolium 

, 
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Erodium botrys' 
ErodiUlll cicl:ltanwn 
Erodiwn sp. 
Erysimum franciscanwn 
Eschscholzia californica 
Eucalyptus globulus 
Festuca rubra 

. FOt!ruculwn vulgare 
Fragaria chiloensis 
Fumaria parviflora 
Galium aparine 
Geranium dissectwn 
GUia capitata ssp. chamissonis* 
Gnaphaliwn luteo-album 
Gnaphaliurn ramosissirnum (noted by Ingrid Cabada and Asha Setty near Skyline Blvd, in 
mid-July 2000) .. 
Gnaphaliurn purpureum 
Gnaphaliurn stramineurn 
Gnaphaliurn sp. 
Grindelia ,hirsutula var. rnaritima* . 
Grindelia sp. 
Hedypnois cretica 
HeracIeum lanatum (4 plants in Eucalyptus woodland on 20 April 2000) 
Hesperocrude tenella 
Heteromeles arbutifolia 
Hordeum rnurinum ssp. murinum 
Hypochaeris glabra 
Juncus balticus/lesueurii 
Koeleria macrantha 
Lactuca sp. 
Lathyrus littoraJis 
Lavatera cretica 

. Leptospermum laevigaturn 
Leymus mollis ' 
Leymus pacificus . 
Linaria canadensis 
Lonicera hispidula var. vacillans 
Lotus cornicullttus 
Lotus heermannii var. orbiculafus (?) 
Lotus humistratus* (seen in June 1999 by Ingrid Cabada) 
Lotus scoparius (prostrate coastal form, presumed native) 
Lotus scoparius (erect inland form, presumed introduced) 

~ Lotus strigosus 
Lupinus arboreus 
Lupinus ru:boreus x variicolor 

,. 
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Lupinus bicolor/nanus 
Lupinus chamissonis 
Lupinus variicolor* 
Madia sativa 
Malva parvifiora 
Marah fabaceus 
Medicago polymorpha 

• Melica imperfecta 
Melilotus indica 
Microseris bigelovii 
Mimulus aurantiacus . 
Monardella villosa ssp. franciscana* 
Myoporum laetum 
Myrica californica* 
Navarretia squarro~a* J 

Oemleria cerasiformis 
Oenothera elata ssp. hookeri 

• 

.. 

Orobanche sp. (seen at the "Boy Scout Bowl" in June 1999 by Ingrid Cabada) 
Oxalis corniculata* ' 
Oxalis pes-caprae 
Paronychia franciscana* 
Pelargonium xdomesticum* 
Phacelia californica* 
Phacelia distans* 
Pinus radiata* 
Piperia elegans 
Plantago coronopus 
Plantago erecta* 
Plantago maritima 
Poaannua 
Pon douglasii 

:.. 

Poa secunda ssp. secunda (?) ~ 

Polyoarpon tetraphyllum. 
Polygonum paronychia 
Polypodium califomicum 
Polypogon sp. 
Ptendiu.rn aquilinum.var. pubescens 
Pterostegia drymarioides , 
·Ranunculus californicus 
Raphanus sativus 

, 

Rhanmus californica ssp: californica 
Rosa californica 
Rubus ursinus 
Rmnex acetosella 
RlL'11e~ salicifolius var. crassus (?) 
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• Salix lasiolepis (?) 
~anicula crassicaulis 
Satureja douglasii* 

\ 

Scrophularia califOJpica ssp. califomica 
Senecio elegans 
Senecio vulgaris 
Sidalcea malvaeflora ssp.? 
Silene gallica 
Solanum furcatum 
Solanum nodiflorum=Solanum americanum (?) 
Solanum rostratum (keyed by Ingrid Cabada and Asha S'1tty in mid-July 2000) . 
Solidago $pathulata* 

'. 

• 

Sonchus oleraceus 
Spergularia macrotheca (seen on cliffs on 29 April 2000) 
Spergularia rubra G?) 
Stell aria media '" 
Tanacetum camphoratum 
Tetragonia tetragonoides 
To:dcodendron diversilobum 
Trifolium willdenovii 
Triteleia laxa 
Uropappus lindleyii 
Vicia sativa 
Vida villosa (?) 
Vinca major 
Vulpia sp. 
Yabea microcarpa (keyed by Pete on 29 April 2000) 
Zantedeschia aethiopica 
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SEP 2 82UUU 

110 MAYWOOD DRIVE 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94127 If. ~ 
14151 841-1060 

LYDIA BOESCH 
~?d~ 

SUPfRi[VfEiiLiffJ'i'S OffiCE 
(4151 841-0437 FAX 

Lydiaowen@aol.com 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Brian O'Neill 
General Superintendent 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Fort Mason 
San Francisco, California 

September 28, 2000 

Re: Proposed Closure at Fort Funston 

Dear Brian: 

Enclosed are the tapes of the September 20, 2000 meeting of the Finance and Labor 
Committee of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors. At this hearing, the Committee, which is 
chaired by Supervisor Leland Yee, addressed the ongoing closures at Fort Funston. 

The entire meeting was recorded on two video tapes. The Fort Funston portion of the 
meeting begins on the first tape, and continues on the second. We have set up the first tape so 

. that it, when you play it, it will begin with the Fort Funston closures. 

Please include these tapes in the notice and comment record. Thank you. 

Please call me if you have any questions. 

Very truly yours, 

Lydia Boesch 

Enclosures (2) 
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August 30, 2000 

Terry Ingram 
1527 Kirkham Street 

San Francisco, CA 94122 
tingram@doglover.com 

. Mr. Richard Bartke, Chair 
GGNRA Advisory Commission 
Fort Mason, Building 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. Bartke, 

I am writing to protest the closure of any part of Fort Funston. San Francisco gave Fort 
Funston to the National Park Service for recreational use, and in legislation creating the 
GGNRA, Congress specified urban recreation as a priority. . 

Fort Funston is an extraordinary San Francisco park that has been dedicated to 
recreational use since 1961. It's San Francisco open recreation at its finest, with shared 
use among hang gliders, dune sliders, nesting birds, romping kids and dogs ... and the 
experience is now threatened for many who love it, as efforts are underway to close off 
some of the most popular areas of the Fort to recreational use. . 

38% of San Franciscans own dogs. In one of the most densely populated cities in the 
country, this space is vital to those of us who love our dogs, and contribute significantly 
to the maintenance of our 'Iocal environment. The majority of visitors to Fort Funston are 
San Franciscans. . 

Please, keep Fort Funston open and free of fences. Let's put the "fun" back in Fort 
Funston. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

ReSpeCtlUI~tted by, 

~ 71ttmt--
on behalf of 
Rafa & KoKo 

Rata & KoKo at Fort Funston c1998 
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Mr. Redmond F. Kernan 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

Advisory Commission 
Fort Mason, Building 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. Kernan: 

671 28th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
August 31, 2000 

I was one of the many concerned citizens at the Advisory Commission Meeting the other night, 
protesting the proposed closure of an additional twelve acres at Fort Funston. I believe it was Mr. 
Bartke who mentioned that he had read all the submissions ·sent to him, and that he appreciated 
the opportunity to be able to read them thoroughly. Given that we did not even get to speak until 
after 10:30, I thought it might be useful to send my remarks to you, so that you can incorporate 
them into your own information record. These are slightly expanded from the oral presentation: 
three minutes is a very short time indeed! 

Please understand that we would not have been there if this were not an issue which is truly close 
to our hearts, and about which we feel that the Park Service is acting wrongly and without a valid 
basis, and to the detriment of San Franciscans. Please consider our comments with great care: the 
Commission represents us all, and we look to you for assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Renee Dene Pittin 
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Input for Fort Funston Agenda Item 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area Advisory Commission Meeting August 29, 2000 

I am now a resident and home owner in San Francisco, but before I ever moved to the city, I was 
taken to Fort Funston so that I could enjoy the spectacular views of the city and the sea from the 
windblown vantage point of Fort Funston, with a plethora of dogs running and playing nearby. 

For a dog owner or dog lover, Fort Funston is particularly evocative. There are few urban areas 
which provide the wide-open space available at Fort Funston for allowing a dog to run and play, 
and to meet and socialize with other dogs. Because it is open and broad, the dogs do not feel 
hemmed in and do not become territorial, as may occur in small parks or those awful ghettos 
called "dog runs." 

Walking, hiking, climbing up and down the hills in Fort Funston, and watching dogs - big dogs, 
little dogs, furry dogs; sleek dogs, most with lolling tongues and wide smiles - is truly the "San 
Francisco treat." For myself, the sight of my eleven-year-old dog lying on the dune, enjoying the 
sun and breeze like a sunbather on the beach, fills me with pleasure, and makes me thank my 
lucky stars that I'm in San Francisco, and at Fort Funston. 

Maintenance and care of Fort Funston was transferred from the city of San Francisco specifically 
. for recreation and park purposes. The significance attached to recreation is stated already in the 

title of the 1961 "Proposal to Acquire Fort Funston as a Recreation Area" (Bureau of Public 
Administration, University of California, Berkeley). It is repeated in every subsequent document 
regarding the transfer and use of Fort Funston. And it is recognized in the title and intent in the 
founding of the GGNRA itself. Thus, Congress established the GGNRA as a: 

new national urban recreation area which will concentrate on serving the outdoor 
recreation needs of the people of the metropolitan region [with the objective] to 
expand to the maximum extent possible the outdoor recreation opportunities 
available in this region. 

(H.R. Rep. No. 1391, 92nd Congress, 2nd Session [1972]) 

The use of GGNRA parks for off-leash recreation was addressed specifically during the hearings 
before the U.S. House of Representatives, and dog-walking was an enumerated activity in the 
U.S. House Report (H.R. Rep. No. 1391, p. 4854, cited in a letter from Edwin J. Sayres, 
President, SFISPCA to Superintendent Brian O'Neill, GGNRA, Aug. 16,2(00). The importance 
and legitimacy of off-leash recreation at Fort Funston, among other areas, was reconfirmed 
formally by the GGNRA Advisory Commission in 1979. 

Humans learn humanity very slowly. It is only now being recognized that the love and care that 
pets engender in people can give people the very will to live. It is also now recognized that those 
who care for pets have a responsibility to give them a reasonable quality of life, including the 
opportunity to run, to play, and to socialize with their own species. Fort Funston is on the cutting 
edge of this realization and this reality. In an era of road rage, aggression and seemingly 
increasing danger and negative communication, Fort Funston represents a solution and a move 
forward, in its nevertheless decades-old recognition of the importance of these bonds between 
people and their pets. 
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In seeking to close these latest sections of Fort Funston" there is hardly a reason which hasn't 
been run up the flagpole: maintenance, safety, erosion, protection of bank swallows ... While it is 
certainly true that maintenance, safety, etc. would be a lot easier with no people in the park at all, 
that disregards the purpose of the park, and of the recreational mandate. Given the fact that even 
the bank swallows are moving away from the "protected" areas, it is clear that the GGNRA has to 
reexamine its options and its priorities. 

The GGNRA has the opportunity to take the high road here. It can (and must) honor its enabling 
legislation, which forefronts its recreational purpose. Fort Funston is a park loved, admired, and 
used by thousands and thousands of dog walkers,· dog lovers, whale watchers, hikers, hang 
gliders and others, day after day. 

Please respond to the users of this park: Keep Fort Funston open, fully open, to the public. 

Thank you. 
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Ms. Lennie Roberts 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

Advisory Commission 
Fort Mason, Building 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Ms. Roberts: 

671 28th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
August 31, 2000 

I was one of the many concerned citizens at the Advisory Commission Meeting the other night, 
protesting the proposed closure of an additional twelve acres at Fort Funston. I believe it was Mr. 
Bartke who mentioned that he had read all the submissions sent to him, and that he appreciated 
the opportunity to be able to read them thoroughly. Given that we did not even get to speak until 
after 10:30, I thought it might be useful to send· my remarks to you, so that you can incorporate 
them into your own information record. These are slightly expanded from the oral presentation: 
three minutes is a very short 'time indeed! . 

Please understand that we would not have been there if this were not an issue which is truly close 
to our hearts, and about which we feel that the Park Service is acting wrongly and without a valid 
basis, and to the detriment of San Franciscans. Please consider our comments with great care: the 
Commission represents us all, and we look to you for assistance. 

Sincerely, 

k A
' 

~.' ."/ 

'", ,./ . r 
; . // / r;--

. _-au-/~" / Le-.... 

Dr. Renee TIene Pittin 
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Input for Fort Funston Agenda Item 
. Golden Gate National Recreation Area Advisory Commission Meeting August 29, 2000 

"I am now a resident and home owner in San Francisco, but before I ever moved to the city, I was 
taken to Fort Funston so that I could enjoy the spectacular views of the city and the sea from the 
windblown vantage point of Fort Funston, with a plethora of dogs miming and playing n~by. 

For a dog owner or dog lover, Fort Funston is particularly evocative. There are few urban areas 
which provide the wide-open space available at Fort Funston for allowing a dog to run and play, 
and to meet and socialize with other dogs. Because it is open and broad, the dogs do not feel 
h~mlmed in and do not become territorial, as may occur in small parks or those awful ghettos 
called "dog runs." 

Walking, hiking, climbing up and down the hills in Fort Funston, and watching dogs - big dogs, 
little dogs, furry dogs, sleek dogs, most with lolling tongues and wide smiles - is truly the "San 
Francisco treat." For myself, the sight of my eleven-year-old dog lying on the dune, enjoying the 
sun and breeze like a sunbather on the beach, fills me with pleasure, and makes me thank my 
lucky stars that I'm in San Francisco, and at Fort Funston. 

Maintenance and care of Fort Funston was transferred from the city of San Francisco specifically 
for recreation and park purposes. The significance attached to recreation is stated already in the 
title of the 1961 "Proposal to Acquire Fort Funston as a Recreation Area" (Bureau of Public 
Administration, University of California, Berkeley). It is repeated in every subsequent document 
regarding the transfer and use of Fort Funston. And it is recognized in the title and intent in the 
founding of the GGNRA itself. Thus, Congress established the GGNRA as a: 

new national urban recreation area which will concentrate on serving the outdoor 
recreation needs of the people of the metropolitan region [with the objective] to 
expand to the maximum extent possible the outdoor recreation opportunities 
available in this region. 

(H.R. Rep. No. 1391, 92nd Congress, 2nd Session [1972]) 

The use of GGNRA parks for off-leash recreation was addressed specifically during the hearings 
before the U.S. House of Representatives, and dog-walking was an enumerated activity in the 
U.S. House Report (H.R. Rep. No. 1391, p. 4854, cited in a letter from Edwin J. Sayres, 
President, SF/SPCA to Superintendent Brian O'Neill, GGNRA, Aug. 16, 2(00). The importance 
and legitimacy of off-leash recreation at Fort Funston, among other areas, was reconfirmed 
formally by the GGNRA Advisory Commission in 1979. 

Humans learn humanity very slowly. It is only now being recognized that the love and care that 
pets engender in people can give people the very will to live. It is also now recognized that those 
who care for pets have a responsibility to give them a reasonable quality of life, including the 
opportunity to run, to play, and to socialize with their own species. Fort Funston is on the cutting 
edge of this realization and this reality. In an era of road rage, aggression and seemingly 
increasing danger and negative communication, Fort Funston represents a solution and a move 
forward, in its nevertheless decades-old recognition of the importance of these bonds between 
people and their pets. . 

FOFUAR04332 
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In seeking to close these latest sections of Fort Funston, there is hardly a reason which hasn't 
been run up the flagpole: maintenance, safety, erosion, protection of bank swallows ... While it is 
certainly true that maintenance, safety, etc. would be a lot easier with no people in the park at all, 
that disregards the purpose of the park, and of the recreational mandate. Given the fact that even 
the bank swallows are moving away from the "protected" areas, it is clear that the GGNRA has to 
reexamine its options and its priorities. 

The GGNRA has the opportunity to take the high road here. It can (and must) honor its enabling 
legislation, which forefronts its recreational purpose. Fort Funston is a park loved, admired, and 
used by thousands and thousands of dog walkers, dog lovers, whale watchers, hikers, hang 
gliders and others, day after day. 

Please respond to the users of this park: Keep Fort Funston open, fully open, to the public. 

Thank you . 

FOFUAR04333 
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Ms. Yvonne Lee 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

Advisory Commission 
Fort Mason, Building 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Ms. Lee: 

671 28th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
August 31, 2000 

I was one of the many concerned citizens at the Advisory Commission Meeting the other night, 
protesting the proposed closure of an additional twelve acres at Fort Funston. I believe it was Mr. 
Bartke who mentioned that he had read all the submissions sent to him, and that he appreciated 
the opportunity to be able to read them thoroughly. Given that we did not even get to speak until 
after 10:30, I thought it might be useful to send my remarks to you, so that you can incorporate 
them into your own information record. These are slightly expanded from the oral presentation: 
three minutes is a very short time indeed! 

Please understand that we would not have been there if this were not an issue which is truly close 
to our hearts, and about which we feel that the Park Service is acting wrongly and without a valid 
basis, and to the detriment of San Franciscans. Please consider our comments with great care: the 
Commission represents us all, and we look to you for assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Renee TIene Pittin 

FOFUAR04335 
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Input for Fort Funston Agenda Item 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area Advisory Commission Meeting August 29, 2000 

I am now a resident and home owner in San Francisco, but before I ever moved to the city, I was 
taken to Fort Funston so that I could enjoy the spectacular views of the city and the sea from the 
windblown vantage point of Fort Funston, with a plethora of dogs running and playing nearby. 

For a dog owner or dog lover, Fort Funston is particularly evocative. There are few urban areas 
which provide the wide-open space available at Fort Funston for allowing a dog to run and play, 
and to meet and socialize with other dogs. Because it is open and broad, the dogs do not feel 
hemmed in and do not become territorial, as may occur in small parks or those awful ghettos 
called "dog runs." 

Walking, hiking, climbing up and down the hills in Fort Funston, and watching dogs - big dogs, 
little dogs, furry dogs, sleek dogs, mo'st with lolling tongues and wide smiles - is truly the "San 
Francisco treat." For myself, the sight of my eleven-year-old dog lying on the dune, enjoying the 
sun and breeze like a sunbather on the beach, fills me with pleasure, and makes me thank my 
lucky stars that I'm in San Francisco, and at Fort Funston. 

Maintenance and care of Fort Funston was transferred from the city of San Francisco specifically 
for recreation and park purposes. The significance attached to recreation is stated already in the 
title of the 1961 "Proposal to Acquire Fort Funston as a Recreation Area" (Bureau of Public 
Administration, University of California, Berkeley). It is repeated in every subsequent document 
regarding the transfer and use of Fort Funston. And it is recognized in the title and intent in the 
founding of the GGNRA itself. Thus, Congress established the GGNRA as a: 

new national urban recreation area which will concentrate on serving the outdoor 
recreation needs of the people of the metropolitan region [with the objective] to 
expand to the maximum extent possible the outdoor recreation opportunities 
available in this region. 

(H.R. Rep. No. 1391, 92nd Congress, 2nd Session [1972]) 

The use of GGNRA parks for off-leash recreation was addressed specifically during the hearings 
before the U.S. House of Representatives, and dog-walking was an enumerated activity in the 
U.S. House Report (H.R. Rep. No. 1391, p. 4854, cited in a letter from Edwin J. Sayres, 
President, SF/SPCA to Superintendent Brian O'Neill, GGNRA, Aug. 16,2(00). The importance 
and legitimacy of off-leash recreation at Fort Funston, among other areas, was reconfirmed 
formally by the GGNRA Advisory Commission in 1979. 

Humans learn humanity very slowly. It is only now being recognized that the love and care that 
pets engender in people can give people the very will to live. It is also now recognized that those 
who care for pets have a responsibility to give them a reasonable quality of life, including the 
opportunity to run, to play, and to socialize with their own species. Fort Funston is on the cutting 
edge of this realization and this reality. In an era of road rage, aggression and seemingly 
increasing danger and negative communication, Fort Funston represents a solution and a move 
forward, in its nevertheless decades-old recognition of the importance of these bonds between 
people and their pets. 

FOFUAR04336 
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In seeking to close these latest sections of Fort Funston, there is hardly a reason which hasn't 
been run up the flagpole: maintenance, safety, erosion, protection of bank swallows ... While it is 
certainly true that maintenance, safety, etc. would be a lot easier with no people in the park at all, 
that disregards the purpose of the park, and of the recreational mandate. Given the fact that even 
the bank swallows are moving away from the "protected" areas, it is clear that the GGNRA has to 
reexamine its options and its priorities. 

The GGNRA has the opportunity to take the high road here. It can (and must) honor its enabling 
legislation, which forefronts its recreational purpose. Fort Funston is a park loved, admired, and 
used by thousands and thousands of dog walkers, dog lovers, whale watchers, hikers, hang 
gliders and others, day after day. 

Please respond to the users of this park: Keep Fort Funston open, fully open, to the public. 

Thank you. 

FOFUAR04337 
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Mr. John Spring 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area . 

Advisory Commission 
Fort Mason, Building 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. Spring: 

671 28th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
August 31, 2000 

I was one of the many concerned citizens at the Advisory Commission Meeting the other night, 
protesting the proposed closure of an additional twelve acres at Fort Funston. I believe it was Mr. 
Bartke who mentioned that he had read all the submissions sent to him, and that he appreciated 
the opportunity to be able to read them thoroughly. Given that we did not even get to speak until 
after 10:30, I thought it might be useful to send my remarks to you, so that you can incorporate 
them into your own information record. These are slightly expanded from the oral presentation: 
three minutes is a very short time indeed! 

Please understand that we would not have been there if this were not an issue which is truly close 
to our hearts, and about which we feel that the Park Service is acting wrongly and without a valid 
basis, and to the detriment of San Franciscans. Please consider our comments with great care: the 
Commission represents us all, and we look to you for assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Renee Dene Pittin 

FOFUAR04339 
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Input for Fort Funston Agenda Item 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area Advisory Commission Meeting August 29, 2000 

I am now a resident and home owner in San Francisco, but before I ever moved to the city, I was 
taken to Fort Funston so that I could enjoy the spectacular views of the city and the sea from the 
windblown vantage point of Fort Funston, with a plethora of dogs running and playing nearby. 

For a dog owner or dog lover, Fort Funston is particularly evocative. There are few urban areas 
which provide the wide-open space available at Fort Funston for allowing a dog to run and play, 
and to meet and socialize with other dogs. Because it is open and broad, the dogs do not feel 
hemmed in and do not become territorial, as may occur in small parks or those awful ghettos 
called "dog runs." 

Walking, hiking, climbing up and down the hills in Fort Funston, and watching dogs - big dogs, 
little dogs, furry dogs, sleek dogs, most with lolling tongues and wide smiles - is truly the "San 
Francisco treat." For myself, the sight of my eleven-year-old dog lying on the dune, enjoying the 
sun and breeze like a sunbather on the beach, fills me with pleasure, and makes me thank my 
lucky stars that I'm in San Francisco, and at Fort Funston. 

Maintenance and care of Fort Funston was transferred from the city of San Francisco specifically 
for recreation and park purposes. The significance attached to recreation is stated already in the 
title of the 1961 "Proposal to Acquire Fort Funston as a Recreation Area" (Bureau of Public 
Administration, University of California, Berkeley). It is repeated in every subsequent document 
regarding the transfer and use of Fort Funston. And it is recognized in the title and intent in the 
founding of the GGNRA itself. Thus, Congress established the GGNRA as a: 

new national urban recreation area which will concentrate on serving the outdoor 
recreation needs of the people of the metropolitan region [with the objective] to 
expand to the maximum extent possible the outdoor recreation opportunities 
available in this region. 

(H.R. Rep. No. 1391, 92nd Congress, 2nd Session [1972]) 

The use of GGNRA parks for off-leash recreation was addressed specifically during the hearings 
before the U.S. House of Representatives, and dog-walking was an enumerated activity in the 
U.S. House Report (H.R. Rep. No. 1391, p. 4854, cited in a letter from Edwin J. Sayres, 
President, SF/SPCA to Superintendent Brian O'Neill, GGNRA, Aug. 16,2(00). The importance 
and legitimacy of off-leash recreation at Fort Funston, among other areas, was reconfirmed 
formally by the GGNRA Advisory Commission in 1979. 

Humans learn humanity very slowly. It is only now being recognized that the love and care that 
pets engender in people can give people the very will to live. It is also now recognized that those 
who care for pets have a responsibility to give them a reasonable quality of life, including the 
opportunity to run, to play, and to socialize with their own species. Fort Funston is on the cutting 
edge of this realization and this reality. In an era of road rage, aggression and seemingly 
increasing danger and negative communication, Fort Funston represents a solution and a move 
forward, in its nevertheless decades-old recognition of the importance of these bonds between 
people and their pets. 
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In seeking to close these latest sections of Fort Funston, there is hardly a reason which hasn't 
been run up the flagpole: maintenance, safety, erosion, protection of bank swallows ... While it is 
certainly true that maintenance, safety, etc. would be a lot easier with no people in the park at all, 
that disregards the purpose of the park, and of the recreational mandate. Given the fact that even 
the bank swallows are moving away from the "protected" areas, it is clear that the GGNRA has to 
reexamine its options and its priorities. 

The GGNRA has the opportunity to take the high road here. It can (and must) honor its enabling 
legislation, which forefronts its recreational purpose. Fort Funston is a park loved, admired, and 
used by thousands and thousands of dog walkers, dog lovers, whale watchers, hikers, hang 
gliders and others, day after day. 

Please respond to the users of this park: Keep Fort Funston open, fully open, to the public. 

Thank you. 
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Ms. Amy Meyer 
Vice Chair 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

Advisory Commission 
Fort Mason, Building 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Ms. Meyer: 

671 28th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
August 31, 2000 

I was one of the many concerned citizens at the Advisory Commission Meeting the other night, 
protesting the proposed closure of an additional twelve acres at Fort Funston. I believe it was Mr. 
Bartke who mentioned that he had read all the submissions sent to him, and that he appreciated 
the opportunity to be able to .read them thoroughly. Given that we did not even get to speak until 
after 10:30, I thought it might be useful to send my remarks to you, so that you can incorporate 
them into your own information record. These are slightly expanded from the oral presentation: 
three minutes is a very short time indeed! 

Please understand that we would not have been there if this were not an issue which is truly close 
to our hearts, and about which we feel that the Park Service is acting wrongly and without a valid 
basis, and to the detriment of San Franciscans. Please consider our comments with great care: the 
Commission represents us all, and we look to you for assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Renee TIene Pittin 

FOFUAR04343 
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Input for Fort Funston Agenda Item 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area Advisory Commission Meeting August 29, 2000 

I am now a resident and home owner in San Francisco, but before I ever moved to the city, I was 
taken to Fort Funston so that I could enjoy the spectacular views of the city and the sea from the 
windblown vantage point of Fort Funston, with a plethora of dogs running and playing nearby. 

For a dog owner or dog lover, Fort Funston is particularly evocative. There are few urban areas 
which provide the wide-open space available at Fort Funston for allowing a dog to run and play, 
and to meet and socialize with other dogs. Because it is open and broad, the dogs do not feel 
hemmed in and do not become territorial, as may occur in small parks or those awful ghettos 
called "dog runs." 

Walking, hiking, climbing up and down the hills in Fort Funston, and watching dogs - big dogs, 
little dogs, furry dogs, sleek dogs, most with lolling tongues and wide smiles - is truly the "San 
Francisco treat." For myself, the sight of my eleven-year-old dog lying on the dune, enjoying the 
sun and breeze like a sunbather on the beach, fills me with pleasure, and makes me thank my 
lucky stars that I'm in San Francisco, and at Fort Funston. 

Maintenance and care of Fort Funston was transferred from the city of San Francisco specifically 
for recreation and park purposes. The significance attached to recreation is stated already in the 
title of the 1961 "Proposal to Acquire Fort Funston as a Recreation Area" (Bureau of Public 
Administration, University of California, Berkeley). It is repeated in every subsequent document 
regarding the transfer and use of Fort Funston. And it is recognized in the title and intent in the 
founding of the GGNRA itself. Thus, Congress es~blished the GGNRA as a: 

new national urban recreation area which will concentrate on serving the outdoor 
recreation needs of the people of the metropolitan region [with the objective] to 
expand to the maximum extent possible the outdoor recreation opportunities 
available in this region. 

(H.R. Rep. No. 1391, 92nd Congress, 2nd Session [1972]) 

The use of GGNRA parks for off-leash recreation was addressed specifically during the hearings 
before the U.S. House of Representatives, and dog-walking was an enumerated activity in the 
U.S. House Report (H.R. Rep. No. 1391, p. 4854, cited in a letter from Edwin J .. Sayres, 
President, SF/SPCA to Superintendent Brian O'Neill, GGNRA, Aug. 16,2000). The importance 
and legitimacy of off-leash recreation at Fort Funston, among other areas, was reconfirmed 
formally by the GGNRA Advisory Commission in 1979. 

Humans learn humanity very slowly. It is only now being recognized that the love and care that 
pets engender in people can give people the very will to live. It is also now recognized that those 
who care for pets have a responsibility to give them a reasonable quality of life, ~cluding the 
opportunity to run, to play, and to socialize with their own species. Fort Funston is on the cutting 
edge of this realization and this reality. In an era of road rage, aggression and seemingly 
increasing danger and negative communication, Fort Funston represents a solution and a move 
forward, in its nevertheless decades-old recognition of the importance of these bonds between 
people and their pets. 
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. In seeking to close these latest sections of Fort Funston, there is hardly a reason which hasn't 
been run up the flagpole: maintenance, safety, erosion, protection of bank swallows ... While it is 
certainly true that maintenance, safety, etc. would be a lot easier with no people in the park at all, 
that disregards the purpose of the park, and of the recreational mandate. Given the fact that even 
the bank swallows are moving away from the "protected" areas, it is clear that the GGNRA has to 
reexamine its options and its priorities. 

The GGNRA has the opportunity to take the high road here. It can (and must) honor its enabling 
legislation, which forefronts its recreational purpose. Fort Funston is a park loved, admired, and 
used by thousands and thousands of dog walkers, dog lovers, whale watchers, hikers, hang 
gliders and others, day after day .. 

Please respond to the users of this park: Keep Fort Funston open, fully open, to the public. 

Thank you . 
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Ms. Anna-Marie Booth 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

Advisory Commission 
Fort Mason, Building 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Ms. Booth: 

671 28 th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
August 31, 2000 

I was one of the many concerned citizens at the Advisory Commission Meeting the other night, 
protesting the proposed closure of an additional twelve acres at Fort Funston. I believe it was Mr. 
Bartke who mentioned that he had read all the submissions sent to him, and that he appreciated 
the opportunity to be able to read them thoroughly. Given that we did not even get to speak until 
after 10:30, I ~hought it might be useful to send my remarks to you, so that you can incorporate 
them into your own information record. These are slightly expanded from the oral presentation: 
three minutes is a very short time indeed! 

Please understand that we would not have been there if this were not an issue which is truly close 
to our hearts, and about which we feel that the Park Service is acting wrongly and without a valid 
basis, and to the detriment of San Franciscans. Please consider our comments with great care: the 
Commission represents us all, and we look to you for assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Renee TIene Pittin 

FOFUAR04347 
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Input for Fort Funston Agenda Item 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area Advisory Commission Meeting August 29, 2000 

I am now a resident and home owner in San Francisco, but before I ever moved to the city, I was 
taken to Fort Funston so that I could enjoy the spectacular views of the city and the sea from the 
windblown vantage point of Fort Funston, with a plethora of dogs running and playing nearby. 

For a dog owner or dog lover, Fort Funston is particularly evocative. There are few urban areas 
which provide the wide-open space available at Fort Funston for allowing a dog to run and play, 
and to meet and socialize with other dogs. Because it is open and broad, the dogs do not feel 
hemmed in and do not become territorial, as may occur in small parks or those awful ghettos 
called "dog runs." 

Walking, hiking, climbing up and down the hills in Fort Funston, and watching dogs - big dogs, 
little dogs, furry dogs, sleek dogs, most with lolling tongues and wide smiles - is truly the "San 
Francisco treat." For myself, the sight of my eleven-year-old dog lying on the dune, enjoying the 
sun and breeze like a sunbather on the beach, fills me with pleasure, and makes me thank my 
lucky stars that I'm in San Francisco, and at Fort Funston. 

Maintenance and care of Fort Funston was transferred from the city of San Francisco specifically 
for recreation and park purposes. The significance attached to recreation is stated already in the 
title of the 1961 "Proposal to Acquire Fort Funston as a Recreation Area" (Bureau of Public 
Administration, University of California, Berkeley). It is repeated in every subsequent document 
regarding the transfer and use of Fort Funston. And it is recognized in the title and intent in the 
founding of the GGNRA itself. Thus, Congress established the GGNRA as a: 

new national urban recreation area which will concentrate on serving the outdoor 
recreation needs of the people of the metropolitan region [with the objective] to 
expand to the maximum extent possible the outdoor recreation opportunities 
available in this region. 

(H.R. Rep. No. 1391, 92nd Congress, 2nd Session [1972]) 

The use of GGNRA parks for off-leash recreation was addressed specifically during the hearings 
before the U.S. House of Representatives, and dog-walking was an enumerated activity in the 
U.S. House Report (H.R. Rep. No. 1391, p. 4854, cited in it letter from Edwin J. Sayres, 
President, SFISPCA to Superintendent Brian O'Neill, GGNRA, Aug. 16,2(00). The importance 
and legitimacy of off-leash recreation at Fort Funston, among other areas, was reconfirmed 
formally by the GGNRA Advisory Commission in 1979. 

Humans learn humanity very slowly. It is only now being recognized that the love and care that 
pets engender in people can give people the very will to live. It is also now recognized that those 
who care for pets have a responsibility to give them a reasonable quality of life, including the 
opportunity to run, to play, and to socialize with their own species. Fort Funston is on the cutting 
edge of this realization and this reality. In an era of road rage, aggression and seemingly 
increasing danger and negative communication, Fort Funston represents a solution and a move 
forward, in its nevertheless decades-old recognition of the importance of these bonds between 
people and their pets. 

FOFUAR04348 

GGNRA009994GGNRA009994



• 

• 

• 

In seeking to close these latest sections of Fort Funston, there is hardly a reason which hasn't 
been run up the flagpole: maintenance, safety, erosion, protection of bank swallows... While it is 
certainly true that maintenance, safety, etc. would be a lot easier with no people in the park at all, 
that disregards the purpose of the park, and of the recreational mandate. Given the fact that even 
the bank swallows are moving away from the "protected" areas, it is clear that the GGNRA has to 
reexamine its options and its priorities. . 

The GGNRA has the opportunity to take the high road here. It can (and must) honor its enabling 
legislation, which forefronts its recreational purpose. Fort Funston is a park loved, admired, and 
used by thousands and thousands of dog walkers, dog lovers, whale watchers, hikers, hang 
gliders and others, day after day. 

Please respond to the users of this park: Keep Fort Funston open, fully open, to the public. 

Thank you . 
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Mr. Mel Lane 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

Advisory Commission 
Fort Mason, Building 201 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Dear Mr. Lane: 

671 28 th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
August 31, 2000 

I was one of the many concerned citizens at the Advisory Commission Meeting the other night, 
protesting the proposed closure of an additional twelve acres at Fort Funston. I believe it was Mr. 
Bartke who mentioned that he had read all the submissions sent to him, and that he appreciated 
the opportunity to be able to read them thoroughly. Given that we did not even get to speak until 
after 10:30, I thought it might be useful to send my remarks to you, so that you can incorporate 
them into your own information record. These are slightly expanded from the oral presentation: 
three minutes is a very short time indeed! 

Please understand that we would not have been the~e if this were not an issue which is truly close 
to our hearts, and about which we feel that the Park Service is acting wrongly and without a valid 
basis, and to the detriment of San Franciscans. Please consider our comments with great care: the 
Commission represents us all, and we look to you for assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Renee TIene Pittin 
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I am now a resident and home owner in San Francisco, but before I ever moved to the city, I was 
taken to Fort Funston so that I could enjoy the spectacular views of the city and the sea from the 
windblown vantage point of Fort Funston, with a plethora of dogs running and playing nearby. 

For a dog owner or dog lover, Fort Funston is particularly evocative. There are few urban areas 
which provide the wide-open space available at Fort Funston for allowing a dog to run and play, 
and to meet and socialize with other dogs. Because it is open and broad, the dogs do not feel 
hemmed in and do not become territorial, as may occur in small parks or those awful ghettos 
called "dog runs." . 

Walking, hiking, climbing up and down the hills in Fort Funston, and watching dogs - big dogs, 
little dogs, furry dogs, sleek dogs, most with lolling tongues and wide smiles - is truly the "San 
Francisco treat." For myself, the sight of my eleven-year-old dog lying on the dune, enjoying the 
sun and breeze like a sunbather on the beach, fills me with pleasure, and makes me thank my 
lucky stars that I'm in San Francisco, and at Fort Funston. 

Maintenance and care of Fort Funston was transferred from the city of San Francisco specifically 
for recreation and park pwposes. The significance attached to recreation is stated already in the 
title of the 1961 "Proposal to Acquire Fort Funston as a Recreation Area" (Bureau of Public 
Administration, University of California, Berkeley). It is repeated in every subsequent document 
regarding the transfer and use of Fort Funston. And it is recognized in the title and intent in the 
founding of the GGNRA itself. Thus, Congress established the GGNRA as a: 

new national urban recreation area which will concentrate on serving the outdoor 
recreation needs of the people of the metropolitan region [with the objective] to 
expand to the maximum extent possible the outdoor recreation opportunities 
available in this region. 

(H.R. Rep. No. 1391, 92nd Congress, 2nd Session [1972]) . 

The use of GGNRA parks for off-leash recreation was addressed specifically during the hearings 
before the U.S. House of Representatives, and dog-walking was an enumerated activity in the 
U.S. House Report (H.R. Rep. No. 1391, p. 4854, cited in a letter from Edwin J. Sayres, 
President, SF/SPCA to Superintendent Brian O'Neill, GG~, Aug. 16, 2(00). The importance 
and legitimacy of off-leash recreation at Fort Funston, among other areas, was reconfirmed 
formally by the GGNRA Advisory Commission in 1979. 

Humans learn humanity very slowly. It is only now being recognized that the love and care that 
pets engender in people can give people the very will to live. It is also now recognized that thoSe 
who care for pets have a responsibility to give them a reasonable quality of life, including the 
opportunity to run, to play, and to socialize with their own species. Fort Funston is on the cutting 
edge of this realization and this reality. In an era of road rage, aggression and seemingly 
increasing danger and negative communication, Fort Funston represents a solution and a move 
forward, in its nevertheless decades-old recognition of the importance of these bonds between 
people and their pets . 
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