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Golden Gate National Recreation Area • Muir Woods National Monument

Natural Resources
Natural resources provide distinct visitor opportunities and expe-
riences through a range of park settings. The natural elements of 
these park settings would help define and locate visitor opportuni-
ties, services, and facilities.

Geologic Resources
Natural geologic processes, including natural physical shoreline 
processes, would be left unimpeded except when required for 
safety and to protect human health. To the greatest extent possible, 
infrastructure would be designed or relocated to avoid paleonto-
logical resources and geologic resources and hazards. Impacted 
areas would be restored to the greatest extent possible. Geologic 
and paleontological features and resources would be protected 
from visitor use impacts.

Water Resources
Natural hydrologic systems and processes would be left unim-
peded to the greatest extent possible. Impacted areas would be 
restored to the greatest extent possible. Hydrologic systems and 

processes would be reestablished while incorporating visitor use 
objectives. Potential impacts from visitor use, including erosion, 
surface and groundwater contamination, and alteration of natural 
processes, would be avoided or minimized.

Marine Environment
The natural physical processes of marine and coastal areas would 
be left unimpeded to the extent possible. Impacted areas would be 
restored to the greatest extent possible. Marine resources would 
be protected from visitor use impacts.

Coastal Ecosystems: Vegetation
Native vegetation and vegetation communities (including aquatic 
vegetation) would be preserved to the greatest extent possible. 

Species that can withstand and support intense visitor use may 
be desired in developed areas or areas that receive high levels of 
trampling. Exotic invasive plants could be present, but would be 
suppressed and actively managed.

Diverse OppOrtunities ZOne

This management zone provides a range of natural and historic settings and facilities to welcome and support a wide 
variety of visitor opportunities appropriate in the park.  Significant fundamental park resources would be preserved while 
different levels of visitor use would be accommodated.  People would have a wide range of educational, interpretive, and 
recreational opportunities to enjoy and appreciate the park’s resources.
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Coastal Ecosystems: Aquatic and Terrestrial Wildlife
Native wildlife and wildlife habitat would be protected from visitor 
use impacts to the greatest extent possible and wildlife watching 
opportunities would be available. Exotic invasive animals would be 
managed to the extent feasible, with emphasis on species that have 
inordinate impacts on native communities or are associated with 
human health risks.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
The natural soundscape would often be mixed with sounds from 
human activity, visitor use, and historically appropriate sounds. The 
soundscape would be affected by the developed landscape, and 
noise impacts on wildlife behavior and habitat could exist in areas. 
These impacts would be minimized as much as possible while pro-
viding for human uses and interpretation. During times of low visi-
tation, including nighttime and off-peak times, the natural sound-
scape could predominate, with occasional noise-free intervals.

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would be preserved as 
much as possible while providing for visitor use and achieving 
historic preservation goals, such as re-creating historic lighting 
from the period of significance.  Outdoor lighting would provide 
adequate illumination for visibility while minimizing impacts on 
nocturnal wildlife behavior to the extent possible.

Threatened & Endangered (T&E) Species and  
their Habitat
T&E species and their habitats would be managed to support spe-
cies requirements.

Cultural Resources
Cultural resources would provide distinct visitor opportunities and 
experiences through a range of park settings. The cultural elements 
of these park settings would be the backdrop for interpretation, 
visitor use and activities, and other visitor services.

Historic Structures
Based on their condition, national register significance, and suit-
ability for recreational, visitor use/educational, or operational/
administrative purposes, historic structures would be rehabilitated, 
stabilized, allowed to deteriorate naturally, or removed if they be-
come unsafe. (See “Part 7: Mitigative Measures” for more informa-
tion on the treatment of structures listed in or eligible for listing in 
the national register.)

Cultural Landscapes

Cultural landscapes would be managed to preserve their physical 
attributes and their use when that use contributes to their histori-
cal significance. Elements may be adapted to accommodate visitor 
use or education or park and partner operations, while preserv-
ing those features that convey historical, cultural, or architectural 
values.
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Ethnographic Resources
Access for traditional activities would be preserved. The National 
Park Service would continue to recognize the past and present 
existence of peoples in the region and the traces of their use of 
resources as an important part of the cultural environment to be 
preserved and interpreted. The Park Service would consult with 
associated American Indian tribes to develop and accomplish the 
programs of the park in a way that respects the beliefs, traditions, 
and other cultural values of the tribes who have ancestral ties to the 
park lands. 

Archeological Resources and Submerged Cultural Re-
sources
Archeological resources and submerged cultural resources would 
remain in situ and undisturbed, unless removal of artifacts or inter-
vention into cultural material is justified by preservation treatment, 
protection, research, interpretation, or development requirements. 
These preserved resources would be kept in a stable condition to 
prevent degradation and loss of research values or in situ exhibit 
potential. Significant archeological and other scientific data threat-
ened with loss from the effects of natural processes, human activi-
ties, preservation treatments, park operations, or development 
activities would be recovered, recorded, or otherwise preserved.

Museum Collections
Museum collections (archeological artifacts, archival materials, 
natural history collections, and historical artifacts) would be docu-
mented, cataloged, and protected to ensure long-term preservation 

according to NPS standards and guidelines. Collections would be 
made available for research, exhibits, and interpretive programs to 
inform and engage the public in ongoing stewardship.

Visitor Experience
People could participate in a range of recreational, interpretive, and 
educational opportunities supported by a variety of visitor services.

Types of Activities
The following recreational activities could occur in this zone:

beach activities such as informal beach sports, walking, swim-
ming, picnicking, and surf fishing 

marine activities such as fishing, boating, crabbing, kayaking, 
surfing, and sightseeing

land-related activities such as developed camping, overnight 
lodging, picnicking, biking, hiking, walking, running, horseback 
riding, hang gliding, sightseeing, and bird and wildlife viewing 

other kinds of activities:  exploring historic sites and structures, 
participating in interpretive programs and participating in 
stewardship programs, nature study, photography, and artistic 
endeavors

In addition, special and organized events such as family events, 
community celebrations, and foot races could be allowed when 
appropriate, but measures would be taken to mitigate impacts to 
resources and other visitors during these events.
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Interpretation/ Education/ Orientation
Visitors would gain an understanding about the importance of the 
park’s natural (including marine), scenic, and historic resources 
and the potential threats to those resources. Further, visitors would 
have diverse recreational and educational opportunities near the 
urban area.

A high level of visitor orientation and interpretive services would 
be available in this zone.

Communication of interpretive themes would occur through many 
interpretive methods.

Scenic Views
Outstanding views of natural, cultural, and scenic resources would 
be an integral part of the visitor experience of this zone.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night 
Skies(Lightscapes)
Natural sounds would be audible and would enhance the visitor 
experience in this zone. The natural soundscape would often be 
mixed with sounds from human activity and visitor use. In some 
areas, the soundscape would be affected by development. During 
times of low visitation, including nighttime and off-peak times, the 
natural soundscape could predominate, with occasional noise-free 
intervals. 

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would enhance the visitor 
experience in this zone. Outdoor lighting would provide appropri-
ate illumination for safety and visitor expectation while minimizing 
light pollution.

Skills, Risk, Time Required
Challenge, risk, and testing of outdoor skills would be generally 
unimportant to most visitors in this zone. Visitors of all levels of 
physical ability would enjoy this zone.

The time commitment needed to experience this zone would vary 
from a very short period of time to several hours, possibly includ-
ing overnight stays.
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Use Levels/ Density/ Encounters
High levels of use in centralized activity nodes would be expected, 
leading to the likelihood of high rates of encounters among visitors. 
Groups of many sizes would be accommodated.

Development and Management
Development could include a diversity of facilities to welcome, ori-
ent, and support visitors.

Type/Character of Visitor Access
Visitor access would be a dominant aspect of the zone, with a 
system of multiple transportation modes that are highly intercon-
nected to allow for user-defined access to and within the zone.

Vehicular and nonvehicular access would be provided to and 
throughout the zone. 

Types of Facilities
The following types of facilities could be provided:

Interpretive: visitor centers/contact stations, amphitheaters, 
interpretive kiosks 

Recreational: designated trails, designated activity areas, board-
walks, picnic facilities, boat docks, designated nonmotorized 
boat launch sites, fishing platforms, temporary boat tie-ups, 
horse stables, designated camping areas 

Support: overnight lodging facilities, retail/rental/food outlets, 
large event gathering areas, restroom facilities, parking areas, 
transportation facilities (multimodal hubs, bike paths, roads) 

Commercial Services and Nonprofit Programming 
A variety of necessary and appropriate commercial services of-
ferings that may be available include but are not limited to: equip-
ment rentals, guides, food and beverage, recreational, equestrian, 
overnight accommodations, and retail. 

A variety of nonprofit programming that may be available includes, 
but is not limited to environmental, educational, interpretive, com-
munity, and arts. Certain buildings may be leased for compatible 
uses.



Management Zones



Golden Gate National Recreation Area • Muir Woods National Monument

This management zone includes scenic trails, roads, and coastlines that provide for sightseeing and related recreational 
opportunities.  Resources could be modified in this zone, and facilities would highlight and enhance the natural, cultural, and 
scenic values, as well as provide for a safe tour route.

scenic cOrriDOr ZOne
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NATURAL RESOURCES
Visitor opportunities and park operations would be managed to 
maintain and restore natural resource integrity.

Opportunities that allow visitors to view high quality natural re-
sources and their inherent scenic qualities would be provided.

Geologic Resources
Natural geologic processes, including natural shoreline processes, 
would be left unimpeded except when human health and safety are 
threatened. To the greatest extent possible, infrastructure would be 
designed or relocated to avoid paleontological resources and geo-
logic resources and hazards. Impacted areas would be restored to 
the greatest extent possible. Geologic and paleontological features 
and resources would be protected from visitor use impacts.

Water Resources
Natural hydrologic systems and processes would be left unim-
peded to the greatest extent possible. Impacted areas would be 
restored to the greatest extent possible. Hydrologic systems and 
processes would be reestablished while incorporating visitor use 

objectives. Potential impacts from visitor use, including erosion, 
surface and groundwater contamination, and alteration of natural 
processes, would be avoided or minimized.

Marine Environment
The natural physical processes of marine and coastal areas would 
be left unimpeded to the extent possible. Impacted areas would be 
restored to the greatest extent possible. Marine resources would be 
protected from visitor use impacts.

Coastal Ecosystems: Vegetation
Native vegetation and vegetation communities (including aquatic 
vegetation) would be preserved to the greatest extent possible. 

Vegetation—focused on sites lacking native habitat value—could be 
modified in this zone to accommodate and enhance scenic views. 
Intact native habitat loss would be mitigated through restoration 
actions and result in no net loss. Species that can withstand and 
support high levels of visitor use and trampling may be desired. 
Exotic invasive plants could be present, but would be suppressed 
and actively managed in the park.
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Coastal Ecosystems: Aquatic and Terrestrial Wildlife
Native wildlife and wildlife habitat would be protected from visitor 
use impacts to the greatest extent possible. Exotic invasive animals 
would be managed to the extent feasible, with emphasis on species 
that have inordinate impacts on native communities or are associ-
ated with human health risks in high use areas.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night 
Skies(Lightscapes)
The natural soundscape would often be mixed with sounds from 
human activity and visitor use. The soundscape would be affected 
by the developed landscape, and noise could impact wildlife 
behavior and habitat in some areas. These impacts would mini-
mized as much as possible while providing for human uses. During 
times of low visitation, including nighttime and off-peak times, the 
natural soundscape could predominate, with occasional noise-free 
intervals.

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would be preserved as 
much as possible while providing for visitor experience opportuni-
ties.  Outdoor lighting would provide adequate illumination for 
visibility while minimizing impacts on nocturnal wildlife behavior 
as much as possible.

Threatened & Endangered (T&E) Species and  
their Habitat

T&E species and their habitats would be managed to support  
species requirements.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
The scenic qualities of cultural resources or designated cultural 
landscapes would be managed to preserve their visual and historic 
characteristics.

Historic Structures 
Based on their condition, national register significance, and suit-
ability for recreational, visitor use/educational, or operational/
administrative purposes, historic structures would be rehabilitated, 
stabilized, allowed to deteriorate naturally, or removed if they be-
come unsafe. (See “Part 7: Mitigative Measures” for more informa-
tion on the treatment of structures listed in or eligible for listing in 
the national register.)

Cultural Landscapes
Cultural landscapes would be managed to preserve their physical 
attributes and their use when that use contributes to their histori-
cal significance. Elements may be adapted to accommodate visitor 
use/education or park and partner administration while preserv-
ing those features that convey historical, cultural, or architectural 
values.

Ethnographic Resources
Access for traditional activities would be preserved. The National 
Park Service would continue to recognize the past and present 
existence of peoples in the region and the traces of their use of 
resources as an important part of the cultural environment to be 
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preserved and interpreted. The Park Service would consult with 
associated American Indian tribes to develop and accomplish the 
programs of the park in a way that respects the beliefs, traditions, 
and other cultural values of the tribes who have ancestral ties to the 
park lands.

Archeological Resources and Submerged Cultural Re-
sources
Archeological resources and submerged cultural resources would 
remain in situ and undisturbed, unless removal of artifacts or inter-
vention into cultural material is justified by preservation treatment, 
protection, research, interpretation, or development require-
ments. These resources would be preserved in a stable condition 
to prevent degradation and loss of research values or in situ exhibit 
potential. Significant archeological and other scientific data threat-
ened with loss from the effects of natural processes, human activi-
ties, preservation treatments, park operations, or development 
activities would be recovered, recorded, or otherwise preserved.

Museum Collections
Museum collections (prehistoric and historic objects, artifacts, 
works of art, archival material, and natural history specimens) 
would be acquired, accessioned, cataloged, preserved, protected, 
and made available for access and use according to NPS standards 
and guidelines.

VISITOR EXPERIENCE
Visitors would have the opportunity to tour through the scenic 
corridors with multiple opportunities to stop along the route for 
sightseeing, wildlife viewing, picnicking, or interpretive or educa-
tional information.

Types of Activities
The following recreational activities could occur in this zone:

beach activities such as informal beach sports, walking, swim-
ming, picnicking, and surf fishing 

marine activities such as fishing, boating, crabbing, kayaking, 
surfing, and sightseeing

land-related activities such as developed camping, overnight 
lodging, picnicking, biking, hiking, walking, running, horseback 
riding, hang gliding, sightseeing, and bird and wildlife viewing

other kinds of activities such as exploring historic sites and 
structures, participating in interpretive programs and partici-
pating in stewardship programs, nature study, photography, and 
artistic endeavors

In addition, special and organized events such as family events and 
community celebrations may be allowed, but group sizes may be 
limited. Measures may be taken to mitigate impacts to resources 
and other visitors during these events.
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Interpretation/ Education/ Orientation
A high level of visitor orientation and interpretive services would 
be available in this zone.

Communication of interpretive themes would occur through a 
broad array of interpretive methods.

Scenic Views
Outstanding views of natural, cultural, and scenic resources would 
be an integral part of the visitor experience of this zone.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night 
Skies(Lightscapes)
Natural sounds would be audible and would enhance the visitor 
experience in this zone. The natural soundscape would often be 
mixed with sounds from human activity and visitor use. During 
times of low visitation, including nighttime and off-peak times, the 
natural soundscape could predominate. In areas away from roads, 
there could be frequent and prolonged noise-free intervals.

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would enhance the visitor 
experience in this zone. Outdoor lighting would provide minimal 
visibility, and light pollution would be minimized. Only essential 
lights would be installed, and they would be operational only when 
needed. Nocturnal lightscapes would be preserved and restored to 
the extent possible.

Skills, Risk, Time Required
Opportunities for challenge, risk, and testing of outdoor skills 
would be available in this zone. Visitors of all levels of physical abil-
ity would be able to enjoy many of the areas within this zone. The 
time commitment needed to experience this zone would vary from 
a very short period to several hours, possibly including overnight 
stays.

Use Levels/ Density/ Encounters
Moderate to high use levels would be expected along scenic corri-
dors, leading to the likelihood of moderate to high rates of encoun-
ters between visitors, particularly at locations such as overlooks, 
day use areas, and waysides. Groups would be accommodated, 
but group sizes could be limited based on facility capacities and/or 
experiential objectives.

DEVELOPMENT & MANAGEMENT
Development may include road and trail corridors and associated 
day use facilities that support and direct visitor use.

Type/Character of Visitor Access
Visitor access would be the defining element of the experience in 
this zone and would be interconnected and designed to encourage 
use of multiple transportation modes.

Vehicular and nonvehicular access would be provided to and 
throughout the zone.
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Types of Facilities
The following types of facilities could be provided:

Interpretive: visitor contact stations, interpretive kiosks, small 
gathering places for interpretive programs

Recreational: designated trails, designated activity areas, board-
walks, picnic facilities, boat docks, designated nonmotorized 
boat launch sites, fishing platforms, temporary boat tie-ups, 
horse stables, and designated camping areas

Support: Campgrounds and rustic overnight accommodations, 
retail/rental/food outlets,  restroom facilities, parking areas, and 
transportation facilities (multimodal hubs, bike paths, roads)

Commercial Services and Nonprofit Programming
A variety of necessary and appropriate commercial services of-
ferings that may be available include but are not limited to: equip-
ment rentals, guides, food and beverage, recreational, equestrian, 
overnight accommodations, and retail. 

A variety of nonprofit programming that may be available includes, 
but is not limited to environmental, educational, interpretive, com-
munity, and arts. Certain buildings may be leased for compatible 
uses. 
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NATURAL RESOURCES
Natural resource integrity would be maintained and restored while 
the area would provide for historic preservation, visitor activities, 
and park operations.

Natural resources are often an integral component of cultural land-
scapes and would be managed to highlight the cultural resources 
and their associated values and characteristics. Natural resource 
objectives would be pursued in collaboration with, and where they 
complement, cultural resource objectives.

Geologic Resources
Natural geologic processes, including natural shoreline processes, 
would be left unimpeded except when action is required for safety 
and to protect human health and important cultural resources. 
Impacted areas would be restored to the greatest extent possible. 
Geologic and paleontological features and resources would be 
protected from visitor use impacts.

Water Resources
Natural hydrologic systems and processes would be left unim-
peded, unless some alteration was required to protect cultural 
resources. Impacted areas would be restored to the greatest extent 
possible. Hydrologic systems and processes would be reestablished 
while incorporating cultural resource and visitor use objectives. 
Potential impacts from visitor use, including erosion, surface and 
groundwater contamination, and alteration of natural processes, 
would be avoided or minimized.

Marine Environment
The natural physical processes of marine and coastal areas would 
be left unimpeded to the extent possible. Impacted areas would be 
restored to the greatest extent possible. Marine resources would be 
protected from visitor use impacts.

Coastal Ecosystems: Vegetation
Native vegetation and vegetation communities (including aquatic 
vegetation) would be preserved in collaboration with, and where 

This management zone would preserve significant historic, archeological, architectural, and landscape features while 
being adaptively reused for contemporary park and partner needs.  Cultural resources, as well as the surrounding natural 
resources that are often integral to the historic site, would be preserved and interpreted.  This zone could contribute to visitor 
enjoyment and exploration of the historic values and events while providing for other types of uses.

evOLveD cuLturAL LAnDscApe ZOne
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they complement, cultural landscape objectives. Nonnative species 
(contributing) could be desired and maintained to provide vegeta-
tion communities and patterns that support cultural landscape 
values and/or tolerate high levels of visitor use. These areas would 
be managed to minimize potential impacts to adjacent native veg-
etation. Exotic invasive plants that do not contribute to the cultural 
resource values, could be present, but would be suppressed and 
actively managed with the goal of eradication in the park.

Coastal Ecosystems: Aquatic and Terrestrial Wildlife
Native wildlife and wildlife habitat would be preserved to the 
greatest extent possible while the integrity of cultural landscapes 
would be maintained. Consequently, wildlife habitat may appear 
more “groomed” in this zone to meet cultural landscape preserva-
tion goals. Exotic invasive animals would be managed to the extent 
feasible, with emphasis on species that have inordinate impacts on 
native communities or public safety.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
The natural soundscape would often be mixed with sounds from 
human activity and visitor use. Noise impacts on wildlife behav-
ior and habitat would be minimized as much as possible while 
providing for visitor use. During times of low visitation, including 
nighttime and off-peak times, the natural soundscape could pre-
dominate. In areas away from roads, there could be frequent and 
prolonged noise-free intervals.

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would be preserved as 
much as possible while providing for visitor experience opportuni-
ties. Outdoor lighting would provide minimal visibility, and impacts 
to nocturnal wildlife behavior would be minimized to the greatest 
extent possible. Only essential lights would be installed, and they 
would be operational only when needed.

Threatened & Endangered (T&E) Species and  
their Habitat
T&E species and their habitats would be proactively managed to 
support species requirements. Listed species and their habitats 
would be restored where such action is compatible with cultural 
landscape objectives.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Cultural resources would be preserved through adaptive reuse. 
Historic values and characteristics would be preserved for interpre-
tation and enjoyment.

Historic Structures 
Historic structures would undergo preservation treatments ranging 
from stabilization to restoration based on whether they are funda-
mental park resources, their national register significance, condi-
tion, and interpretive value. (See “Part 7: Mitigative Measures” for 
more information on the treatment of structures listed in or eligible 
for listing in the national register.)
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Cultural Landscapes
Cultural landscapes would be rehabilitated for appropriate contem-
porary use of the landscape while preserving those features that 
convey historical, cultural, or architectural values. 

Ethnographic Resources
Access for traditional activities would be preserved. The National 
Park Service would continue to recognize the past and present 
existence of peoples in the region and the traces of their use of 
resources as an important part of the cultural environment to be 
preserved and interpreted. The Park Service would consult with 
associated American Indian tribes to develop and accomplish the 
programs of the park in a way that respects the beliefs, traditions, 
and other cultural values of the tribes who have ancestral ties to the 
park lands.

Archeological Resources and Submerged Cultural Re-
sources
Archeological resources and submerged cultural resources would 
remain in situ and undisturbed, unless removal of artifacts or inter-
vention into cultural material is justified by preservation treatment, 
protection, research, interpretation, or development require-
ments. These resources would be preserved in a stable condition 
to prevent degradation and loss of research values or in situ exhibit 
potential. Significant archeological and other scientific data threat-
ened with loss from the effects of natural processes, human activi-
ties, preservation treatments, park operations, or development 

activities would be recovered, recorded, or otherwise preserved.

Museum Collections
Museum collections (archeological artifacts, archival materials, 
natural history collections and historical artifacts) would be docu-
mented, cataloged, and protected to ensure long-term preservation 
according to NPS standards and guidelines. Collections would be 
used to inform interpretive programs and incorporated into exhib-
its when feasible.

VISITOR EXPERIENCE
Visitors would have the opportunity to explore designated por-
tions of historic landscapes and structures while participating in 
contemporary activities. 

Types of Activities
The following recreational activities could occur in this zone:

beach activities such as informal beach sports, walking, swim-
ming, picnicking, and surf fishing

marine activities such as fishing, boating, crabbing, kayaking, 
surfing, and sightseeing

land-related activities such as overnight lodging, picnicking, 
biking, hiking, walking, running, horseback riding, sightseeing, 
and bird and wildlife viewing

other kinds of activities, such as exploring historic sites and 
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structures, participating in interpretive programs and partici-
pating in stewardship programs, nature study, photography, and 
artistic endeavors

In addition, special and organized events such as family events and 
community celebrations may be allowed, but group sizes may be 
limited. Measures may be taken to mitigate impacts on resources 
and other visitors during these events.

Interpretation/ Education/ Orientation
Visitors would gain an understanding and appreciation of the 
importance of the park’s historic and cultural resources and the 
strategy of adaptive reuse to sustain the preservation of historic 
structures. 

A moderate to high level of visitor orientation and interpretive 
services would be available in this zone.

Communication of interpretive themes would occur through a 
broad array of interpretive methods.

Scenic Views
Outstanding views of natural, cultural, and scenic resources may be 
available and would enhance the visitor experience in this zone.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
Natural sounds would be audible and would enhance the visi-

tor experience in this zone. The natural soundscape would often 
be mixed with sounds from human activity and visitor use. The 
soundscape would be affected by the developed landscape. During 
times of low visitation, including nighttime and off-peak times, the 
natural soundscape could predominate, with occasional noise-free 
intervals.

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would enhance the visitor 
experience in this zone. Outdoor lighting would provide appro-
priate illumination for safety and cultural resource interpretation 
while minimizing light pollution. Nocturnal lightscapes would be 
preserved and restored to the extent possible.
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Skills, Risk, Time Required
Challenge, risk, and testing of outdoor skills would be generally 
unimportant to most visitors in this zone. Visitors of all levels of 
physical ability would be able to enjoy most areas of this zone. The 
time commitment needed to experience this zone would vary from 
a very short period to a few hours, possibly including overnight 
stays.

Use Levels/ Density/ Encounters
Moderate use levels would be expected around focused activity 
nodes, leading to the likelihood of moderate numbers of encoun-
ters with other visitors. Group sizes could be limited based on 
facility capacities and/or experiential objectives.

DEVELOPMENT & MANAGEMENT
Development may include a blend of historic and compatible mod-
ern structures to support visitor use and services. 

Type/Character of Visitor Access
Visitor access would blend with the historic setting and consist of 
multiple transportation modes that are interconnected to provide 
user-defined access. The transportation system would connect 
points of interest to facilitate storytelling related to cultural re-
sources.

Vehicular and nonvehicular access would be provided to and 
throughout the zone.

Types of Facilities
The following types of facilities could be provided:

interpretive facilities such as visitor contact stations, interpretive 
kiosks, and small gathering places for interpretive programs 

recreational facilities such as designated trails, designated activ-
ity areas, picnic facilities, boat docks, designated nonmotorized 
boat launch sites, temporary boat tie-ups 

support facilities such as overnight lodging facilities, retail/
rental/food outlets,  restroom facilities, parking areas, transpor-
tation facilities (multimodal hubs, bike paths, roads)

Commercial  Services and Nonprofit Programming
A variety of necessary and appropriate commercial services of-
ferings that may be available include but are not limited to: equip-
ment rentals, guides, food and beverage, recreational, equestrian, 
overnight accommodations, and retail. 

A variety of nonprofit programming that may be available include 
but are not limited to environmental, educational, interpretive, 
community, and arts. Certain buildings may be leased for compat-
ible uses.
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NATURAL RESOURCES
Natural resource integrity would be maintained and restored as 
compatible with historic preservation objectives.

The natural elements of cultural resources and designated cultural 
landscapes would be managed to highlight the cultural resources 
and their associated values and characteristics. Natural resource 
objectives would be pursued in collaboration with, and where they 
complement, cultural resource objectives.

Geologic Resources
Natural geologic processes, including natural shoreline processes, 
would be left unimpeded except when action is required for safety 
and to protect human health and important cultural resources. 
Impacted areas would be restored to the greatest extent possible. 
Geologic and paleontological features and resources would be 
protected from visitor use impacts.

Water Resources
Natural hydrologic systems and processes would be left unim-

peded, unless some alteration was required to protect cultural 
resources. Impacted areas would be restored to the greatest extent 
possible. Hydrologic systems and processes would be reestablished 
while incorporating cultural resource and visitor use objectives. 
Potential impacts from visitor use, including erosion, surface and 
groundwater contamination, and alteration of natural processes, 
would be avoided or minimized.

Marine Environment
The natural physical processes of marine and coastal areas would 
be left unimpeded to the extent possible. Impacted areas would be 
restored to the greatest extent possible. Marine resources would be 
protected from visitor use impacts.

Coastal Ecosystems: Vegetation
Native vegetation and vegetation communities (including aquatic 
vegetation) would be preserved to the greatest extent possible, 
while cultural resource values would be supported. Nonnative 
species could be maintained to provide vegetation communities 
and patterns that contribute to cultural resource values and/or 

This management zone would preserve historic sites, structures, and landscapes that are evocative of their period of 
significance.  Selected exteriors and designated portions of interior spaces would be managed to protect their historic values 
and attributes.  Visitors would have opportunities to be immersed in the historic setting to explore history with direct contact 
to cultural resources, complemented by rich interpretation of past stories and events.

HistOric immersiOn ZOne
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tolerate to high levels of visitor use. These areas would be managed 
to minimize potential impacts to adjacent native vegetation. Exotic 
invasive plants that do not contribute to cultural resource values 
could be present, but would be suppressed and actively managed 
with the goal of eradication in the park.

Coastal Ecosystems: Aquatic and Terrestrial Wildlife
Native wildlife and wildlife habitat would be preserved to the great-
est extent possible while cultural resource values would be main-
tained. Consequently, wildlife habitat may appear more “groomed” 
in this zone to meet cultural resource goals. Exotic invasive animals 
would be managed to the extent feasible, with emphasis on species 
that have inordinate impacts on native communities or are associ-
ated with human health risks.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
The natural soundscape would often be mixed with sounds from 
human activity, visitor use, and development. Noise impacts to 
wildlife behavior and habitat could exist in some areas.  These 
impacts would be minimized as much as possible while providing 
for human uses and interpretation. During times of low visitation, 
including nighttime and off-peak times, the natural soundscape 
could predominate, with occasional noise-free intervals. 

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would be preserved as 
much as possible while providing for visitor experience oppor-

tunities.  Outdoor lighting would provide adequate illumination 
for visibility and visitor expectation while minimizing impacts on 
nocturnal wildlife behavior as much as possible.

Threatened & Endangered (T&E) Species and  
their Habitat

T&E species and their habitats would be managed to support spe-
cies requirements

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Cultural sites, structures, and landscapes would be preserved, reha-
bilitated, or restored to reflect their period of significance, allowing 
people to experience these resources first-hand and learn about 
their associated stories and events.

Historic Structures 
Historic structures would be rehabilitated or restored to their 
period of significance based on whether they are fundamental 
park resources and their national register significance, condition, 
and interpretive value. (See “Part 7: Mitigative Measures” for more 
information on the treatment of structures listed in or eligible for 
listing in the national register.)

Cultural Landscapes
Cultural landscapes would be rehabilitated or restored for appro-
priate contemporary use of the landscape while preserving those 
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features that convey historical, cultural, or architectural values.

Ethnographic Resources
Access for traditional activities would be preserved. The National 
Park Service would continue to recognize the past and present 
existence of peoples in the region and the traces of their use of 
resources as an important part of the cultural environment to be 
preserved and interpreted. The Park Service would consult with 
associated American Indian tribes to develop and accomplish the 
programs of the park in a way that respects the beliefs, traditions, 
and other cultural values of the tribes who have ancestral ties to the 
park lands.

Archeological Resources and Submerged Cultural Re-
sources
Archeological resources and submerged cultural resources would 
remain in situ and undisturbed, unless removal of artifacts or inter-
vention into cultural material is justified by preservation treatment, 
protection, research, interpretation, or development require-
ments. These resources would be preserved in a stable condition 
to prevent degradation and loss of research values or in situ exhibit 
potential. Important archeological and other scientific data threat-
ened with loss from the effects of natural processes, human activi-
ties, preservation treatments, park operations, or development 
activities would be recovered, recorded, or otherwise preserved.

Museum Collections
Museum collections (archeological artifacts, archival materials, 
natural history collections and historical artifacts) would be docu-
mented, cataloged and protected to ensure long-term preservation 
according to NPS standards and guidelines. Collections would be 
used to inform historically furnished spaces and incorporated into 
exhibits when feasible.

VISITOR EXPERIENCE
Visitors would have the opportunity to be immersed in a historic 
setting. Visitors could experience the sights, sounds, and activities 
that are evocative of the site’s period of significance.

Types of Activities
The following recreational activities could occur in this zone:

beach activities such as guided or self-guided interpretive walks, 
tours, or participation in historic interpretive programs

marine activities such as guided or self-guided boat/kayaking 
trips or tours relevant to historic interpretive programs

land-related activities such as guided and self-guided walks, 
hikes, tours, experiential learning (may include overnight stays), 
or historic study

other kinds of activities such as exploring historic sites and 
structures, participating in interpretive programs and par-
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ticipating in stewardship programs, photography, and artistic 
endeavors

In addition, special and organized events such as family events and 
community celebrations may be allowed, but group sizes may be 
limited. Measures may be taken to mitigate impacts on resources 
and other visitors during these events.

Interpretation/ Education/ Orientation
Through immersion in the cultural setting, visitors would gain an 
understanding of the importance of the park’s historic and cultural 
resources and the long-standing physical and spiritual connection 
of people to these lands.

A high level of visitor orientation and interpretive services would 
be available in this zone.

Communication of interpretive themes would occur through a 
broad array of  interpretive methods

Scenic Views
Outstanding views of cultural resources would be an integral part 
of the visitor experience of this zone.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
Natural sounds would be audible and would enhance the visitor 
experience in this zone. Historically appropriate sounds would also 
enhance the experience of this zone. The soundscape would be af-

fected by the developed landscape. During times of low visitation, 
including nighttime and off-peak times, the natural soundscape 
could predominate, with occasional noise-free intervals. 

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would enhance the visitor 
experience in this zone. Outdoor lighting would provide appro-
priate illumination for safety and cultural resource interpretation 
while minimizing light pollution. Nocturnal lightscapes would 
be preserved and restored to the extent possible while achieving 
historic preservation goals, such as re-creating lighting from the 
period of significance. 

Skills, Risk, Time Required
Challenge, risk, and testing of outdoor skills would be generally 
unimportant to most visitors in this zone. Visitors of all levels of 
physical ability would be able to enjoy most areas within this zone. 
The time commitment needed to experience this zone would 
typically be an hour or more, possibly including overnight stays to 
provide experiential learning.

Use Levels/ Density/ Encounters
Moderate use levels would be expected around focused activity 
nodes, leading to the likelihood of moderate numbers of encoun-
ters between visitors. Group sizes could be limited based on facility 
capacities and/or experiential objectives.
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DEVELOPMENT & MANAGEMENT
Development would include sensitive rehabilitation or restoration 
of historic resources and may include nonhistoric visitor facilities if 
they can be blended into the historic fabric of the site.

Type/Character of Visitor Access
Visitor access would be a dominant aspect of the zone, with a 
system of multiple transportation modes that are highly intercon-
nected to allow for user-defined access to and within the zone.

Vehicular and nonvehicular access would be provided to and 
throughout the zone. 

Types of Facilities
The following types of facilities could be provided:

interpretive facilities such as interpretive kiosks, and small gath-
ering places for interpretive programs 

recreational facilities such as designated trails, picnic tables, 
boat docks/designated boat put-ins, and temporary boat tie-ups 

support facilities such as restroom facilities, parking areas, and 
transportation facilities (multimodal hubs, bike paths, roads)

Commercial  Services and Nonprofit Programming
Necessary and appropriate commercial services offerings that may 
be available include: limited food/beverage/retail, equipment rent-
als, guides, recreational, and equestrian. 

Nonprofit programming could be focused in the areas of environ-
mental, educational, and interpretive. Certain buildings may be 
leased for compatible uses.
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NATURAL RESOURCES
Natural resource integrity would be maintained and restored while 
providing for visitor opportunities and park operations.

Geologic Resources
Natural geologic processes would be left unimpeded except when 
action is required for safety and to protect human health. To the 
greatest extent possible, infrastructure would be designed or re-
located to avoid paleontological resources and geologic resources 
and hazards. Impacted areas would be restored to the greatest ex-
tent possible. Geologic and paleontological features and resources 
would be protected from visitor use impacts.

Water Resources
Natural hydrologic systems and processes would be left unim-
peded to the extent feasible, unless some alteration was required to 
protect cultural resources and/or accommodate important visitor 
use objectives. Impacted areas would be restored to the great-

est extent possible. Hydrologic systems and processes would be 
reestablished while incorporating cultural resource and visitor use 
objectives. Potential impacts from visitor use, including erosion, 
surface and groundwater contamination, and alteration of natural 
processes, would be avoided or minimized.

Marine Environment
Not Applicable

Coastal Ecosystems: Vegetation
Native vegetation  and vegetation communities (including aquatic 
vegetation) would be preserved to the greatest extent possible with 
the goal of conserving native biodiversity. Exotic invasive plants 
could be present, but would be contained and actively managed 
with the goal of eradication in the monument.

Coastal Ecosystems: Aquatic and Terrestrial Wildlife
Native wildlife and wildlife habitat would be protected from visitor 
use impacts to the greatest extent possible. Exotic invasive animals 

This management zone would preserve the monument’s natural character and would be richly interpreted through a 
variety of means.  Visitor use would be managed to preserve important natural and cultural resources and their associated 
values and could involve controlled access.
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would be managed to the extent feasible, with emphasis on spe-
cies that have inordinate impacts on native communities or public 
health.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
The natural soundscape would often be mixed with sounds from 
human activity and visitor use. Noise impacts on wildlife behavior 
and habitat would be minimized to the greatest extent possible 
while providing for visitor use.  During times of low visitation, 
including nighttime and off-peak times, the natural soundscape 
would predominate. In areas away from roads there could be fre-
quent and prolonged noise-free intervals.

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would be preserved and 
restored to maintain and improve conditions for nocturnal wildlife 
behavior. Only essential lights would be installed, and they would 
be operational only when needed. Outdoor lighting would provide 
minimal visibility, and light impacts on the ecological system would 
be minimized to the greatest extent possible.

Threatened & Endangered (T&E) Species and  
their Habitat
T&E species and their habitats would be managed to support spe-
cies requirements.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Cultural resources would be preserved by managing for adaptive 
reuse. Historic values and characteristics would be preserved for 
interpretation and enjoyment.

Historic Structures 
Based on their condition, national register significance, and suit-
ability for recreational, visitor use/educational, or operational/
administrative purposes, historic structures would be rehabilitated, 
stabilized, allowed to deteriorate naturally, or removed if they be-
come unsafe. (See “Part 7: Mitigative Measures” for more informa-
tion on the treatment of structures listed in or eligible for listing in 
the national register.)

Cultural Landscapes
Cultural landscapes would be rehabilitated in collaboration with, 
and where they complement, natural resource objectives to pre-
serve their significant features. 

Ethnographic Resources
Access for traditional activities would be preserved. The National 
Park Service would continue to recognize the past and present 
existence of peoples in the region and the traces of their use of 
resources as an important part of the cultural environment to be 
preserved and interpreted. The Park Service would consult with 
associated American Indian tribes to develop and accomplish the 
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programs of the park in a way that respects the beliefs, traditions, 
and other cultural values of the tribes who have ancestral ties to 
these lands.

Archeological Resources and Submerged Cultural Re-
sources
Archeological resources and submerged cultural resources would 
remain in situ and undisturbed, unless removal of artifacts or inter-
vention into cultural material is justified by preservation treatment, 
protection, research, interpretation, or development require-
ments. These resources would be preserved in a stable condition 
to prevent degradation and loss of research values or in situ exhibit 

potential. Important archeological and other scientific data threat-
ened with loss from the effects of natural processes, human activi-
ties, preservation treatments, park operations, and development 
activities would be recovered, recorded, or otherwise preserved.

Museum Collections
Museum collections (archeological artifacts, archival materials, 
natural history collections and historical artifacts) would be docu-
mented, cataloged and protected to ensure long-term preservation 
according to NPS standards and guidelines. Collections would 
be used in interpretive programs to help visitors understand the 
primeval forest and early 20th century conservation history.

VISITOR EXPERIENCE
Visitors would have the opportunity to be immersed in a natural 
environment (which could include historic resources) and partici-
pate in a variety of interpretive and educational opportunities to 
gain an in-depth understanding of these resources. Opportunities 
to experience natural sounds and closeness to nature would be 
important aspects of a visit to this area. Visitor use would be con-
trolled to ensure that activities and their intensities are compatible 
with protecting resource integrity.

Types of Activities
Recreational activities could include walking, hiking, sightseeing, 
and wildlife viewing; programs and special events could include 
environmental education, stewardship, history, and science.
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Interpretation/ Education/ Orientation
Through the opportunity to experience the natural and cultural 
resources of the area, visitors would gain an understanding and 
appreciation of the significance of the park’s natural and cultural 
resources and the potential threats to those resources. 

A moderate to high level of interpretive and education services 
would be available in this zone.

Communication of interpretive themes would occur through a 
broad array of interpretive methods.

Scenic Views
Outstanding views of natural, cultural, and scenic resources may be 
available if unobstructed views occur naturally. If available, views 
would enhance the visitor experience in this zone.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
Natural sounds would be audible and would enhance the visitor 
experience in this zone. The natural soundscape would often be 
mixed with sounds from human activity and visitor use. During 
times of low visitation, including nighttime and off-peak times, the 
natural soundscape could predominate. In areas away from roads 
there could be frequent and prolonged noise-free intervals.

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would enhance the visitor 
experience in this zone. Outdoor lighting would provide minimal 
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visibility, and light pollution would be minimized. Only essential 
lights would be installed, and they would be operational only when 
needed. Nocturnal lightscapes would be preserved and restored to 
the extent possible.

Skills, Risk, Time Required
Challenge, risk, and testing of outdoor skills would be generally 
unimportant to most visitors in this zone. Visitors of all levels of 
physical ability would be able to enjoy many of the areas within this 
zone. The time commitment needed to experience this zone would 
vary from a short period of time to several hours.

Use Levels/ Density/ Encounters
Moderate to high use levels would be expected along interpretive 
corridors, leading to the likelihood of moderate to high rates of 
encounters between visitors. Groups would be accommodated, 
but group sizes could be limited based on facility capacities and/or 
experiential objectives.

DEVELOPMENT & MANAGEMENT
Development would be minimal and would be aimed at facilities 
that provide access, public safety, resource protection, and inter-
pretation/education (e.g., trails, restrooms, boardwalks, fencing, 
interpretive gathering areas)

Type/Character of Visitor Access
Access opportunities would be subordinate to the natural setting 
and may be highly managed (i.e., restrictions on access) to protect 
resources and desired visitor experiences, as necessary.

Only NPS administrative and emergency vehicular access would 
be permitted; nonvehicular access would be the primary mode of 
transportation throughout the zone.

Types of Facilities
The following types of facilities could be provided:

interpretive facilities such as trailhead kiosks, small gathering 
places for interpretive/education programs, and waysides

recreational facilities such as designated trails, and boardwalks

support facilities such as trailhead restroom facilities, and lim-
ited parking areas

Commercial Services and Nonprofit Programming
Commercial services would be minimal. Nonprofit programming 
in the area of education and interpretation may be available.
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This management zone would retain the natural, wild, and dynamic characteristics and ecological functions.  The natural 
resources would be managed to preserve and restore resource integrity while providing for backcountry types of visitor 
experiences.  Visitors would have opportunities to directly experience the natural resources primarily from trails and 
beaches.  Visitor use would be managed to preserve resources and their associated values and could involve controlled 
access.  External threats to resources would be aggressively addressed.  Modest facilities that support management and 
visitor use within this zone, such as a trailhead, could be placed on the periphery of the zone.

nAturAL ZOne
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NATURAL RESOURCES
Natural resource integrity would be maintained by preserving 
and restoring natural resources and their processes, systems, and 
values.

Rare and exceptional natural resources, processes, systems, and 
values would be preserved and enhanced.

Natural functions and processes would be reestablished in human-
disturbed areas of the park to improve and maintain the resource 
integrity.

Geologic Resources
Natural geologic processes, including natural shoreline processes, 
would be left unimpeded except when action is required for safety 
and to protect human health. Impacted areas would be restored 

to the greatest extent possible. Unique geologic features would be 
preserved, and paleontological resources would be undisturbed.

Water Resources
Natural hydrologic systems and processes would be left unim-
peded. Impacted areas would be restored to the greatest extent 
possible. Dynamic, sustainable, hydrologic systems and processes 
that support the diverse native life unique to the region would be 
reestablished.

Marine Environment
The natural physical processes of marine and coastal areas would 
be left unimpeded to the extent possible. Impacted areas would be 
restored to the greatest extent possible. Protection of marine areas 
that support the conservation of native species and biodiversity 
would be maximized.
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Coastal Ecosystems: Vegetation
Native vegetation and vegetation communities (including aquatic 
vegetation) would be preserved to the greatest extent possible with 
the goal of conserving native biodiversity. Exotic invasive plants 
could be present, but would be contained and actively managed 
with the goal of eradication in the park.

Coastal Ecosystems: Aquatic and Terrestrial Wildlife
Native wildlife communities and ecosystem processes would be 
preserved and restored to the greatest extent possible. Exotic 
invasive animals would be managed with the goal of eradication in 
the park.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
The natural soundscape would be intact in this zone, and noise 
impacts on wildlife behavior and habitat would be minimal.  Natu-
ral sounds would occasionally be mixed with sounds from human 
activity and visitor use. 

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would be preserved and 
restored to maintain and improve conditions for nocturnal wildlife 
behavior. Only essential lights would be installed, and they would 
be operational only when needed. Outdoor lighting would provide 
minimal visibility, and light impacts on the ecological system would 
be minimized to the greatest extent possible. 

Threatened & Endangered (T&E) Species and  
their Habitat
T&E species and their habitats would be proactively managed to 
support species requirements, including recovery actions. Natural 
habitat conditions and processes would be reestablished.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Cultural resource objectives would be pursued in collaboration 
with, and where they complement, natural resource objectives. 
These cultural resources could be stabilized and preserved to main-
tain their integrity. 

Historic Structures 
Based on their condition, national register significance, safety 
considerations, and suitability as elements of the visitor experience, 
historic structures would be stabilized, become “discovery sites” 
that are allowed to deteriorate naturally, or be removed. (See “Part 
7: Mitigative Measures” for more information on the treatment of 
structures listed in or eligible for listing in the national register.)

Cultural Landscapes
Cultural landscapes would be allowed to gradually revert to a more 
natural state, except where important landscape resources can be 
preserved without compromising natural resource values. 
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Ethnographic Resources
Access for traditional activities would be preserved. The National 
Park Service would continue to recognize the past and present 
existence of peoples in the region and the traces of their use of 
resources as an important part of the cultural environment to be 
preserved and interpreted. The Park Service would consult with 
associated American Indian tribes to develop and accomplish the 
programs of the park in a way that respects the beliefs, traditions, 
and other cultural values of the tribes who have ancestral ties to the 
park lands.

Archeological Resources and Submerged Cultural  
Resources
Archeological resources and submerged cultural resources would 
remain in situ and undisturbed, unless removal of artifacts or inter-
vention into cultural material is justified by preservation treatment, 
protection, research, interpretation, or development require-
ments. These resources would be preserved in a stable condition 
to prevent degradation and loss of research values or in situ exhibit 
potential. Important archeological and other scientific data threat-
ened with loss from the effects of natural processes, human activi-
ties, preservation treatments, park operations, and development 
activities would be recovered, recorded, or otherwise preserved.

Museum Collections
Museum collections (archeological artifacts, archival materials, 
natural history collections and historical artifacts) would be docu-

mented, cataloged, and protected to ensure long-term preservation 
according to NPS standards and guidelines. Knowledge of natural 
history and archeology would be expanded by documentation, and 
collected when appropriate, to monitor changes over time.

VISITOR EXPERIENCE
Visitors would have the opportunity to be immersed in a natural 
environment and could seek areas where they could experience 
natural sounds, tranquility, closeness to nature, and a sense of 
remoteness and self-reliance. Visitor use would be controlled to 
ensure that activities and their intensities are compatible with pro-
tecting resource integrity.

Types of Activities
The following recreational activities could occur in this zone:

beach activities such as walking, swimming, and surf fishing 

marine activities such as fishing, crabbing, kayaking, surfing, and 
sightseeing

land-related activities such as primitive camping, hiking, walk-
ing, biking, horseback riding, sightseeing, and bird and wildlife 
viewing 

other kinds of activities such as exploring historic sites and 
structures, nature study, photography, artistic endeavors, and 
participating in stewardship programs
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In addition, a limited number of special and organized events (e.g., 
running events on established trails) could be permitted, but events 
would be highly regulated and monitored to mitigate impacts to 
resources and other visitors.

Interpretation/ Education/ Orientation
Through opportunities to experience a wild setting and explore 
natural areas, visitors would gain an understanding and apprecia-
tion of the significance of the park’s natural resources (including 
marine) and the potential threats to those resources.

A low to moderate level of guided/unguided interpretive services 
would be available in this zone.

Communication of interpretive themes would most often occur 
outside or at the entry to this zone through printed media and 
information kiosks; some guided programs would occur within the 
zone.

Scenic Views
Outstanding views of natural, cultural, and scenic resources would 
be available if unobstructed views occur naturally. If available, 
views would enhance the visitor experience of this zone.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
The natural soundscape would be intact in this zone and would be 
an important part of the visitor experience. Natural sounds would 

occasionally be mixed with sounds from human activity and visitor 
use. Noise disturbance of wildlife would be minimal in this zone.

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would be integral to the 
visitor experience in this zone. Nocturnal lightscapes would be 
preserved and restored. Only essential lights would be installed, 
and they would be operational only when needed. Outdoor light-
ing would provide minimal visibility, and light pollution would be 
minimized. This zone would provide an opportunity to demon-
strate environmental leadership and to educate the public about 
light pollution.

Skills, Risk, Time Required
Challenge, risk, and testing of outdoor skills would be important to 
most visitors accessing this zone. There would be limited universal 
access opportunities. Time commitment to experience this area 
would typically be an hour or more.

Use Levels/ Density/ Encounters
Low to moderate use levels would be expected in this zone, with 
moderate use levels often found at entry points or points of inter-
est. A moderate rate of encounters with other visitors would be 
expected, but opportunities for solitude might be found in certain 
areas if a visitor seeks it. Group sizes could be limited to protect 
experiential and resource protection objectives.
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DEVELOPMENT & MANAGEMENT
Development would be minimal and would be aimed at facilities 
that provide access, public safety, and resource protection (e.g., 
trails, restrooms, and fencing). Nonhistoric structures could be 
removed and the site restored.

Type/Character of Visitor Access
Access opportunities would be subordinate to the natural setting 
and may be highly managed (i.e., restrictions on access) to protect 
resources and desired visitor experiences, as necessary. 

Trail access may be permitted to major destinations and access 
points.

Types of Facilities
The following types of facilities could be provided:

interpretive facilities such as trailhead kiosks

recreational facilities such as designated trails, designated primi-
tive campsites, rustic huts for overnight accommodations, and 
designated nonmotorized boat launch sites

support facilities such as trailhead restroom facilities, and lim-
ited parking areas and access roads (focused on the periphery 
of the zone to the extent possible)

Commercial Services and Nonprofit Programming
Commercial services would be minimal, such as guided activities. 
Nonprofit programming in the area of education and interpretation 
may be available.



Sensitive Resources Zone 

38 Management Zones



Sensitive Resources Zone 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area • Muir Woods National Monument

This management zone would consist of fundamental natural resources that are highly sensitive to a variety of activities and 
would receive the highest level of protection.  Resources would be managed to preserve their fundamental values while being 
monitored and often studied for scientific purposes.  Access to these areas would be highly controlled.  These areas could be 
subject to closures, and access could be restricted to the less sensitive edges of the zone.  External threats to resources would be 
aggressively addressed.

sensitive resOurces ZOne

39Details of the Management Zones

NATURAL RESOURCES
Rare and exceptional natural resources, processes, systems, and 
values would be preserved and enhanced.

Natural functions and processes would be reestablished in human-
disturbed areas to improve and maintain the resource integrity.

Geologic Resources
Natural geologic processes, including natural shoreline processes, 
would be left unimpeded except when action is required for safety 
and to protect human health.  Impacted areas would be restored 
to the greatest extent possible. Unique geologic features would be 
preserved, and paleontological resources would be undisturbed.

Water Resources
Natural hydrologic systems and processes would be left unim-
peded. Impacted areas would be restored to the greatest extent 
possible, unless specifically managing for sensitive cultural re-

sources. Dynamic, sustainable, hydrologic systems and processes 
that support the diverse native life unique to the region would be 
reestablished.

Marine Environment
The natural physical processes of marine and coastal areas would 
be left unimpeded to the extent possible. Impacted areas would be 
restored to the greatest extent possible. Protection of marine areas 
that support the conservation of native species and biodiversity 
would be maximized, unless the marine areas are specifically man-
aged for sensitive cultural resources.

Coastal Ecosystems: Vegetation
Native vegetation and vegetation communities (including aquatic 
vegetation) would be preserved to the greatest extent possible with 
the goal of conserving native biodiversity. Exotic invasive plants 
could be present, but would be contained and actively managed 
with the goal of eradication in the park. 
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Coastal Ecosystems: Aquatic and Terrestrial Wildlife
Native wildlife communities and ecosystem processes would be 
preserved and promoted to the greatest extent possible. Exotic 
invasive animals would be managed with the goal of eradication in 
the park.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night 
Skies(Lightscapes)
The natural soundscape would be intact in this zone, and noise 
impact on wildlife behavior and habitat would be minimal.  Natural 
sounds would occasionally be mixed with sounds from human 
activity and visitor use. 

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would be preserved and 
restored to maintain and improve conditions for nocturnal wildlife 
behavior. No permanent outdoor lighting would be allowed except 
as needed for emergency response, critical natural resource goals, 
or emergency communications.

Threatened & Endangered (T&E) Species and their Habi-
tat
T&E species and their habitats would be proactively managed to 
support species requirements, including recovery actions.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Cultural resource objectives would be pursued in collaboration 
with, and where they complement, natural resource objectives. 
These cultural resources would be stabilized and preserved to 
maintain their integrity. 

Historic Structures 
Based on their condition, national register significance, safety 
considerations, and suitability as elements of the primitive visi-
tor experience, historic structures would be stabilized, become 
“discovery sites” that are allowed to deteriorate naturally, or be 
removed. (See “Part 7: Mitigative Measures” for more information 
on the treatment of structures listed in or eligible for listing in the 
national register.)
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Cultural Landscapes
Cultural landscapes would be allowed to gradually revert to a more 
natural state, except where important landscape resources can be 
preserved without compromising natural resource values. 

Ethnographic Resources
Access for traditional activities would be preserved. The National 
Park Service would continue to recognize the past and present 
existence of peoples in the region and the traces of their use of 
resources as an important part of the cultural environment to be 
preserved and interpreted. The Park Service would consult with 
associated American Indian tribes to develop and accomplish the 
programs of the park in a way that respects the beliefs, traditions, 
and other cultural values of the tribes who have ancestral ties to the 
park lands.

Archeological Resources and Submerged Cultural Re-
sources
Archeological resources and submerged cultural resources would 
remain in situ and undisturbed, unless removal of artifacts or inter-
vention into cultural material is justified by preservation treatment, 
protection, research, interpretation, or development require-
ments. These resources would be preserved in a stable condition 
to prevent degradation and loss of research values or in situ exhibit 
potential. Important archeological and other scientific data threat-
ened with loss from the effects of natural processes, human activi-

ties, preservation treatments, park operations, or development 
activities would be recovered, recorded, or otherwise preserved.

Museum Collections
Museum Collections (archeological artifacts, archival materials, 
natural history collections and historical artifacts) would be docu-
mented, cataloged, and protected to ensure long-term preservation 
according to NPS standards and guidelines. Knowledge of natural 
history and archeology would be expanded by documentation, and 
collected when appropriate, to monitor changes over time.

VISITOR EXPERIENCE
Visitors would have the opportunity to experience and under-
stand the fundamental resources in the zone. In particular, visitors 
would be able to understand and value the sensitive nature of these 
resources. Visitor use would be highly controlled and managed 
to ensure that activities and their intensities are compatible with 
protecting resource integrity.

Types of Activities
The following recreational activities could occur in this zone:

beach activities such as walking and guided tours

marine activities such as kayaking, sightseeing, and guided tours
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land-related activities such as hiking, walking, sightseeing, and 
bird and wildlife viewing, and guided tours

other kinds of activities such as guided trips through historic 
sites and structures and participation in stewardship programs

No special and organized events would be permitted.

Interpretation/ Education/ Orientation
Visitors would gain an understanding and appreciation of the 
importance of the park’s sensitive resources (including marine 
resources) and the potential threats to those resources. 

A low to moderate level of guided/unguided interpretive services 
would be available in this zone.

Communication of interpretive themes would most often occur 
outside or at the entry to this zone through printed media and 
information kiosks, with some guided programs within the zone.

Scenic Views
Outstanding views of natural, cultural, and scenic resources may be 
available if unobstructed views occur naturally. 

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
The natural soundscape would be intact in this zone and would be 
an integral part of the visitor experience. Natural sounds would 
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occasionally be mixed with sounds from human activity and visitor 
use. Noise disturbance of wildlife would be minimal in this zone.

Dark night skies and natural lightscapes would be integral to the 
visitor experience in this zone. Nocturnal lightscapes would be 
preserved and restored. No permanent outdoor lighting would be 
allowed except as needed for emergency response, critical natural 
resource goals, or emergency communications.

Skills, Risk, Time Required
Challenge, risk, and testing of outdoor skills may be important for 
visiting this zone. There would be very limited universal access op-
portunities.  The time commitment needed to experience this zone 
would typically be a few hours.

Use Levels/ Density/ Encounters
Low use levels would be expected in these areas. At entry points 
or points of interest, a moderate number of encounters between 
visitors would be expected. As visitors travel away from these areas, 
there would be fewer encounters with other visitors. Group sizes 
could be limited to promote resource protection objectives.

DEVELOPMENT& MANAGEMENT
There would be minimal, if any, development except for some 
visitor facilities such as trails to allow for the concentration and 
direction of visitor use and the protection of resources.

Type/Character of Visitor Access
Access opportunities would be highly managed (i.e., permitted ac-
cess, area closures) to protect sensitive resources.

Vehicular access may be permitted to major access points, but 
nonvehicular access would be the primary mode of transportation 
throughout the zone.

Types of Facilities
The following types of facilities could be provided:

interpretive facilities such as trailhead kiosks

recreational facilities such as designated trails 

support facilities such as trailhead restroom facilities, and lim-
ited parking areas and access roads (focused on the periphery 
of the zone to the extent possible)

Commercial Services and Nonprofit Programming
Commercial services and nonprofit programming would  
be minimal.
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Park Operations Zone 

This management zone would primarily support developed facilities for park and partners operations and maintenance 
functions.  This zone would be managed to provide facilities that are safe, secured, and appropriate for functions required 
for park management.  Access to these areas for visitors would be controlled and limited to organized meetings, programs, 
and access to park administration.

pArk OperAtiOns ZOne

NATURAL RESOURCES
Natural resources would be managed to accommodate operational 
uses/activities and to facilitate sustainable maintenance operations. 

The intrusion of maintenance and operations activities on the sur-
rounding park setting would be minimized through planning, de-
sign, screening, and noise reduction efforts. No park development 
actions would be taken that would preclude future natural resource 
protection or restoration. [??? Need clarification.]

Geologic Resources
Natural geologic processes, including natural shoreline processes, 
would be left unimpeded to the extent possible. Impacted areas 
would be restored to the greatest extent possible. Unique geologic 
features would be preserved, and paleontological resources would 
be protected while meeting operational needs. Avoidance and 
mitigation would be used to minimize impacts on geologic and 
paleontological resources. Where impacts are unavoidable, paleon-
tological resources would, if necessary, be collected and properly 
cared for.

Water Resources
Natural hydrologic systems and processes would be left unimped-
ed to the greatest extent possible. Previously impacted areas would 
be restored to the greatest extent possible. Potential impacts from 
park operations, including erosion, surface and groundwater con-
tamination, and alteration of natural processes, would be avoided 
or minimized.

Marine Environment
The natural physical processes of marine and coastal areas would 
be left unimpeded to the extent possible. Impacted areas would be 
restored to the greatest extent possible. Marine resources would be 
protected from impacts from park operations.

Coastal Ecosystems: Vegetation
Native vegetation and vegetation communities (including aquatic 
vegetation) would be preserved to the greatest extent possible. Im-
pacts from park operations on these areas and on adjacent vegeta-
tion would be minimized. Species that can withstand and support 
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operational uses may be desired. Exotic invasive plants could be 
present, but would be suppressed and actively managed in the park.

Coastal Ecosystems: Aquatic and Terrestrial Wildlife
Native wildlife communities would be protected to the greatest ex-
tent possible. Exotic invasive animals would be managed to the ex-
tent feasible, with emphasis on species that have inordinate impacts 
on native communities or are associated with human health risks.

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
Natural sounds would be mixed with sounds from human activity, 
visitor use, and park operations. Noise impacts on wildlife behav-
ior and habitat would be minimized where possible. During those 
times when activity associated with park operations is low, the 
natural soundscape could predominate, with occasional noise-free 
intervals.

Dark night skies would be preserved to the greatest extent possible 
while operational needs and uses are accommodated. Impacts on 
nocturnal wildlife behavior would be minimized as much as pos-
sible while providing adequate outdoor illumination. 

Threatened & Endangered (T&E) Species and  
their Habitat
T&E species and their habitats would be managed to support  
species requirements.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Cultural resources could be preserved by adaptive reuse for the 
purposes of park operations and administration.

Historic Structures 
Most historic structures would be rehabilitated for adaptive reuse. 
Historic structures not suited for adaptive reuse would be stabilized 
or, depending on condition, be removed. (See “Part 7: Mitigative 
Measures” for more information on the treatment of structures 
listed in or eligible for listing in the national register.)

Cultural Landscapes
Cultural landscapes would be rehabilitated for appropriate contem-
porary use of the landscape while preserving those features that 
convey historical, cultural, or architectural values.

Ethnographic Resources
Access for traditional activities would be preserved. The National 
Park Service would continue to recognize the past and present 
existence of peoples in the region and the traces of their use of 
resources as an important part of the cultural environment to be 
preserved and interpreted. The Park Service would consult with 
associated American Indian tribes to develop and accomplish the 
programs of the park in a way that respects the beliefs, traditions, 
and other cultural values of the tribes who have ancestral ties to the 
park lands.
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Archeological Resources and Submerged Cultural Re-
sources
Archeological resources and submerged cultural resources would 
remain in situ and undisturbed, unless removal of artifacts or inter-
vention into cultural material is justified by preservation treatment, 
protection, research, interpretation, or development require-
ments. These resources would be preserved in a stable condition 
to prevent degradation and loss of research values or in situ exhibit 
potential. Important archeological and other scientific data threat-
ened with loss from the effects of natural processes, human activi-
ties, preservation treatments, park operations, and development 
activities would be recovered, recorded, or otherwise preserved.

Museum Collections
Museum collections (archeological artifacts, archival materials, 
natural history collections and historical artifacts) would be docu-
mented, cataloged, and protected to ensure long-term preservation 
according to NPS standards and guidelines. Collections would 
be stored in centralized facilities and made available for research, 
exhibits, and interpretive programs to inform and engage the public 
in ongoing stewardship.

VISITOR EXPERIENCE
Visitors would have the opportunity for limited and controlled ac-
cess to these areas for purposes of orientation, organized meetings, 
and access to park administration.

Types of Activities
The following recreational activities could occur in this zone:

stewardship activities

Special organized events would be permitted where compatible 
with park operations.  Group sizes could be limited.

Interpretation/ Education/ Orientation
Visitors would gain an understanding of opportunities in the park. 
A minimal to moderate level of visitor orientation would be avail-
able depending on the site. 

Communication of interpretive themes would not be emphasized 
in this zone.

Scenic Views
Outstanding views of natural, cultural, and scenic resources may be 
available if unobstructed views occur naturally. 

Natural Sounds (Soundscapes) and Dark Night Skies 
(Lightscapes)
Natural sounds would be audible and would enhance the visi-
tor experience in this zone. Natural sounds would be mixed with 
sounds from human activity, visitor use, and park operations. 
During those times when activity associated with park operations 
is low, the natural soundscape could predominate, with occasional 
noise-free intervals.
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Dark night skies would be preserved to the greatest extent possible 
while operational needs and uses are accommodated. Outdoor 
lighting would provide adequate illumination for visibility while 
minimizing light pollution. This zone would provide an opportuni-
ty to demonstrate environmental leadership and educate the public 
about light pollution.

Skills, Risk, Time Required
Challenge, risk, and testing of outdoor skills would be unimportant 
to visitors in this zone. Visitors of all levels of physical ability would 
have some access to this zone depending on the site. The time com-
mitment needed to experience this zone would vary from a very 
short period of time to several hours.

Use Levels/ Density/ Encounters
Low use levels would be expected because this area is intended for 
staff and visitors on official business. Frequency of encounters with 
other visitors would be low.

DEVELOPMENT & MANAGEMENT
Development patterns would include a diversity of facilities to sup-
port visitor services and park administration. 

Type/Character of Visitor Access
Access opportunities would be limited and controlled for purposes 
of orientation, organized meetings, and access to park administra-
tion.

Vehicular and nonvehicular access would be provided to admin-
istrative facilities. Trails would not likely be found in the zone, but 
pedestrian sidewalks and crosswalks would be appropriate in this 
zone. Trailheads connecting with other parks and neighboring 
communities would be appropriate in this zone.

Types of Facilities
The following types of facilities could be provided:

administrative offices, maintenance and storage facilities, parking, 
pedestrian walkways, waste water and utility management facilities, 
and other operational needs

Commercial Services and Nonprofit Programming
No visitor support services or nonprofit programming would be 
expected in this zone.


