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Diversity of Recreation Opportunities 
 
Visitor opportunities and access within the national monument 
would provide for self-discovery in a wild park setting while 
promoting a wider array of opportunities on adjacent public 
lands.  Additional programming and enhanced facilities would 
give visitors new means to understand the conservation history 
and primeval forest ecosystem. 
 
Overnight educational and day use activities would be 
provided in the Camino del Canon area, providing new 
opportunities for visitors. New trail opportunities would also be 
available in this area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Access 
 
During peak periods, access to the monument will be greatly 
improved with a shuttle and associated visitor facilities 
provided at Highway 101. Parking or public transportation to 
the shuttle stop will be more convenient and available.  The 
shuttle access at the woods will reduce traffic congestion at the 
park entry, minimizing visitor frustration and conflicts on arrival. 
The current entrance and traffic issues at Muir Woods were 
one of the most frequently mentioned problems in public 
scoping.  
 
There could be adverse impacts for those that cannot get on 
the shuttle in a timely manner, not only would this impact 
reduce the quality of the visitor experience, but it could also 
displace visitors. 
 
Some visitors who would prefer to park at the monument would 
be adversely affected by the reduction in parking at the 
monument.  
 
The Camino del Canon area would be open, providing visitors 
greater access to the area.  
 
Access within the monument would be improved, with 
accessible trails, a new restroom, and rehabilitated visitor 
facilities.  
 
 
 

 
Diversity of Recreation Opportunities 
 
The visitor opportunities and access within the national 
monument would be limited to a more primitive and scientific 
experience.  Visitors would encounter a greater level of on-site 
control in order and limited to designated areas and activities. 
While the range of activities may be limited, the experience of 
the primeval forest would be primary; benefiting visitors 
interested most in the natural ecological processes of the 
forest and creek. Visitors would be encouraged to participate in 
stewardship, science, and educational programs which would 
further their understanding of the monument. 
 
At Camino del Canon and Camp Hillwood, the area would be a 
place for primarily trail activities, such as hiking and viewing 
the surroundings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Access 
 
Access to the monument would be primarily provided by a 
shuttle from Highway 1, with a small parking lot provided at the 
monument for visitors with accessibility support needs. The 
shuttle access at the woods will reduce traffic congestion at the 
park entry, minimizing visitor frustration and conflicts on arrival. 
The current entrance and traffic issues at Muir Woods were 
one of the most frequently mentioned problems in public 
scoping.  
 
There could be adverse impacts for those that cannot get on 
the shuttle in a timely manner, not only would this impact 
reduce the quality of the visitor experience, but it could also 
displace visitors. 
 
Some visitors who would prefer to park at the monument would 
be adversely affected by the reduction in parking at the 
monument.  
 
The Camino del Canon area would be open, providing visitors 
greater access to the area.  
 
The forest within the sensitive resources zone would have 
greater restrictions on visitor access, reducing the areas 
available for exploration by visitors. However, trails within the 
monument would connect to the regional network of trails, 
allowing access by foot from other trails within the region. 
 
The majority structures and services would be removed from 

 
Diversity of Recreation Opportunities 
Visitors are provided a variety of programs and opportunities in 
exploring the natural and conservation themes throughout the 
monument. The modes of learning about the monument would 
be increased, engaging a wider audience to learn about the 
most important values of the monument. 
 
Thematic trails will introduce visitors to a greater number of 
stories about Muir Woods, including the conservation history, 
the iconic redwood trees, and the ecology of Redwood Creek. 
This provides visitors with more trail options than are currently 
provided.  
 
Visitors will be oriented to the monument at the shuttle stop or 
at the lower parking lot of the monument, then travel through 
the natural environment created where the upper parking lot 
once stood, providing for a more seamless transition from the 
urban to primeval forest experience.  
 
In the Camino del Canon area, visitors would have more 
opportunities to explore the area by trail and be able to view 
natural areas, increasing the diversity of recreation activities 
available. 
 
Access 
 
During peak periods, access to the monument will be greatly 
improved with a shuttle and associated visitor facilities 
provided at Highway 101. Parking or public transportation to 
the shuttle stop will be more convenient and available.  The 
shuttle access at the woods will reduce traffic congestion at the 
park entry, minimizing visitor frustration and conflicts on arrival. 
The current entrance and traffic issues at Muir Woods were 
one of the most frequently mentioned problems in public 
scoping.  
 
There could be adverse impacts for those that cannot get on 
the shuttle in a timely manner, not only would this impact 
reduce the quality of the visitor experience, but it could also 
displace visitors. 
 
Some visitors who would prefer to park at the monument would 
be adversely affected by the reduction in parking at the 
monument.  
 
The Camino del Canon area would be open, providing visitors 
greater access to the area.  
 
The forest within the sensitive resources zone would have 
greater restrictions on visitor access, reducing the areas 
available for exploration by visitors.  
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Park Setting 
 
The park setting would be enhanced by reduced parking at the 
monument, and along the road to the monument; and 
restoration of the upper parking lot to a natural setting. Fewer 
vehicles near the monument will improve the natural 
soundscape.  
 
Increased programming will allow visitors to understand the 
value that is placed on the natural quiet of the forest and 
encourage visitors to help provide a quiet and contemplative 
experience for all.  
 
Opening of Camino del Canyon areas will provide more area 
for visitors to explore a large area of the monument, possibly 
contributing to reduced crowding at the monument.  
 
User capacity indicators and standards for the monument will 
help the NPS maintain desired conditions, including minimizing 
impacts associated with the density of use, invasive species, 
user created trails, and noise levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Understanding and Education 
 
Enhanced programming would allow visitors to learn about the 
monument in a variety of different ways, appealing to different 
learning styles and a broader audience. The reuse of the 
concession structure provides visitors with greater 
opportunities for education, interpretation and stewardship. 
 
Visitors are provided a variety of programs and opportunities in 
exploring the natural and conservation themes throughout the 
monument, appealing to many learning styles and improving 
the breadth of stories being told. Visitors would leave the 
monument with a more complete and diverse story to tell.   
 
?? Visitors would benefit from interpretation on the shuttle bus, 
giving a captive audience information regarding orientation and 
education about the woods, as well as providing a transition 
between their everyday lives and the experience of being 
surrounded by towering trees.?? 
 

the woods, meaning that there would be reduced visitor 
services within the woods.  Visitors needing facilities would 
reach them at less convenient locations of the shuttle stop on 
Highway 1 and at the shuttle stop at the monument. 
 
Park Setting 
 
The park setting would be restored to a more naturalistic 
setting, with few indications of built structures. All structures 
moved out of the woods, giving visitors better viewscapes as 
well as soundscapes. Visitors would be immersed in the forest, 
and would experience the natural sounds, smells, light, and 
darkness of the forest. 
 
The removal of all parking except for a small accessible lot 
increases the naturalness of the arrival area to Muir Woods. It 
also would reduce the noise and pollution caused by personal 
vehicles. 
 
More natural, primitive trail system to protect resources may 
also contribute to a more natural setting for visitors. 
 
The majority of the monument is in the sensitive resource 
zone, giving the forest the highest level of protection and 
encouraging a healthy and long lived forest for visitors to be 
inspired by. Highly controlled visitor access in these areas 
would likely concentrate visitors along areas where they are 
permitted, perhaps increasing the sense of crowding and 
congestion along these areas.   
 
The removal of rockwork along the creek would restore the 
area to a more natural setting. The creek soundscape might be 
improved as well as the viewscape. 
 
Opening of Camino del Canyon areas will provide more area 
for visitors to explore a large area of the monument, possibly 
contributing to reduced crowding at the monument.  
 
User capacity indicators and standards for the monument will 
help the NPS maintain desired conditions, including minimizing 
impacts associated with the density of use, invasive species, 
user created trails, and noise levels. 
 
Understanding and Education 
 
 
Visitors are provided a focused educational and stewardship 
program in exploring the redwood forest ecology and 
conservation of Muir Woods. Participatory programs would 
encourage a deeper and more meaningful understanding of 
the forest. Different modes of interpretation would reach a 
wider audience.  
 
Removal of rockwork will allow for natural creek processes and 
allow visitors to further understand creek/forest ecology.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Park Setting 
 
The park setting would be enhanced by reduced parking at the 
monument, and along the road to the monument; and 
restoration of the upper parking lot to a natural setting. Fewer 
vehicles near the monument will improve the natural 
soundscape.  
 
Increased programming will allow visitors to understand the 
value that is placed on the natural quiet of the forest and 
encourage visitors to help provide a quiet and contemplative 
experience for all.  
 
The sensitive resource zones will give the forest the highest 
level of protection, encouraging a healthy and long lived forest 
for visitors to be inspired by. Reduced visitor access to those 
areas will also improve the viewscape, because human 
presence will be less visible. 
 
The creation of thematic trails will encourage visitors to 
disperse, rather than crowd along one main trail. This will 
improve the soundscape and viewscape and overall feeling of 
being in an awe-inspiring natural setting. 
 
The removal of some rockwork along the creek would restore 
the area to a more natural setting. The creek soundscape 
might be improved as well as the viewscape. 
 
Opening of Camino del Canyon areas will provide more area 
for visitors to explore a large area of the monument, possibly 
contributing to reduced crowding at the monument.  
 
User capacity indicators and standards for the monument will 
help the NPS maintain desired conditions, including minimizing 
impacts associated with the density of use, invasive species, 
user created trails, and noise levels. 
 
 
Understanding and Education 
 
Visitors are provided a variety of programs and opportunities in 
exploring the natural and conservation themes throughout the 
monument, appealing to many learning styles and improving 
the breadth of stories being told. Visitors would leave the 
monument with a more complete and diverse story to tell.   
 
?? Visitors would benefit from interpretation on the shuttle bus, 
giving a captive audience information regarding orientation and 
education about the woods, as well as providing a transition 
between their everyday lives and the experience of being 
surrounded by towering trees.?? 
 
A more structured outdoor experience, including programming 
will help visitors have a better understanding of ecosystem 
dynamics within the forest and the important role the 
monument played in conservation history. Improved learning 
opportunities were highly desired by some members of the 
public. 
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A more structured and immersive outdoor experience, 
including programming will help visitors have a better 
understanding of ecosystem dynamics within the forest and the 
important role the monument played in conservation history. 
Improved learning opportunities were highly desired by some 
members of the public. 
 
Safety 
 
Safety would be improved by addressing roadside parking. 
Increased capacity with shuttle and redesigned trail access to 
the entrance of Muir Woods would also improve visitor safety. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Safety 
 
As visitor access would be restricted, and many facilities 
removed, visitor safety could be improved.  However, the 
opening of Camino del Canon offers opportunities for safety 
incidents to occur. Improved safety by addressing roadside 
parking and increased capacity with shuttle access would 
benefit visitors. 

 
Removal of some rockwork will allow visitors to further 
understand creek and forest ecology.  
 
 
 
 
Safety 
 
Safety would be improved by addressing roadside parking. 
Increased capacity with shuttle and redesigned trail access to 
the entrance of Muir Woods would also improve visitor safety. 
 
 
 

Diversity of 
Recreation 
Opportunities 
(including 
opportunities for 
emerging 
audiences) 
 

-  
 
 
 
 
 
MUWO addition/Camino del Canon/Camp Hillwood– not a 
welcoming area. Programs at Hillwood school. Residences 
there. 

 
Visitor opportunities and access within the national monument 
provide for self-discovery in a wild park setting while promoting 
a wider array of opportunities on adjacent public lands. 
 
MUWO addition/Camino del Canon/Camp Hillwood - 
overnight/educational/day use activities strengthened. 
Adaptive use. Landscape and streams restored surrounding 
hill wood camp .trail opportunities. 
 
 
 

 
Visitor opportunities and access within the national monument 
would be limited to the more primitive and scientific 
experience.  
 
Visitors would encounter a greater level of on-site control in 
order and limited to designated areas and activities. 
 
MUWO addition/Camino del Canon/Camp Hillwood – 
everything removed, area restored. Fewer recreational 
opportunities, greater natural experience. 
 
 

 
Visitors are provided a variety of programs and opportunities in 
exploring the natural and conservation themes throughout the 
monument.  
 
 
MUWO addition/Camino del Canon/Camp Hillwood – trail 
opportunities and natural processes. What’s happening with 
hill wood? Kept as a retreat? 
 
Moderate beneficial  

Visitor Access 
 

During peak periods, visitor are faced with congestion on local 
roads and parking lots at the monument. A pilot shuttle 
provides some relief although the transportation nodes are 
undeveloped and provide few visitor services.   

Improved visitor exp during peak periods with new Hwy 101 
welcome center, shuttle system and visitor facilities at MUWO 
 
Provides visitor services in association with the shuttle  

A small parking area is provided for visitors needing 
accessibility support, all other visitors would be dependent 
upon the year-round shuttle from the new Hwy 101 transit 
center or by bicycle/hiking.  
 
Negative impact on those preferring to drive to MUWO. 
 
Accessibility within trails may be more limited. More natural 
experience where trails are not as wide. May reduce range of 
opportunities for visitors.  All structures and services removed 
from the woods. Reduced visitor services. 

Same as alternative 1 

Experience of the 
Park Setting 
(including 
viewsheds and 
soundscapes) 
 

  
 
 
 

  

 New restrooms and drinking water near bridge #4 will provide 
visitors enhanced amenities. 
 
Removal of upper parking lot provides for more natural arrival 
to MUWO and helps visitors transition from an urban 
environment to the forest. 
 
 

Only the basic visitor services are available and only at the 
transit center. All structures moved out of the woods. 
 
Removal of all parking except for a small accessible lot 
increases the naturalness of the arrival area to MUWO. 
 
More natural, primitive trail system to protect resources may 
also contribute to a more natural setting for visitors. 
 
 
What does rockwork removal do to the soundscape of the 
creek? 

Removal of upper parking lot provides for more natural arrival 
to MUWO and helps visitors transition from an urban 
environment to the forest. 
 
 
 
What does rockwork removal do to the soundscape of the 
creek? 

Visitor 
Understanding, 
Education, and 
Interpretation 
 

 Improved orientation and interpretation at welcome center and 
via the shuttle. The reuse of the concession structure provides 
visitors with greater opportunities for education, interpretation 
and stewardship. 

Visitors are provided  a focused educational and stewardship 
program in exploring the redwood forest ecology and 
conservation of Muir Woods.  
 
Removal of rockwork will allow for natural creek processes and 
allow visitors to further understand creek/forest ecology.  
 

Visitors are provided a variety of programs and opportunities in 
exploring the natural and conservation themes throughout the 
monument. 
 
More structured outdoor experience. Lots of programming to 
help visitors understand resources. 
 
Removal of some rockwork will allow for natural creek 
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processes and allow visitors to further understand creek/forest 
ecology.  
 

Visitor Safety  Improved safety by addressing roadside parking and increased 
capacity with shuttle and redesigned trail access to the 
entrance of MUWO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Same as alternative 1 

Transportation 
Visitor 
Connections to 
Park Sites and 
Communities 
(including ease 
and availability of 
access; 
connectivity, and 
multi-modalism) 
 

Visitors are  Provides visitors with improved connections with local and 
regional transportation systems such as to bus services and 
ferry connections 
 
Ease of access is improved with added transportation 
opportunities, off-site parking adds capacity and elevates 
congestion on local roads and at the national monument. 

  

Functionality of 
the 
Transportation 
System 
(including 
circulation and 
condition; level of 
service) 
 

    

Social and Economic Environment 
Surrounding 
Communities 
 

During peak periods, area residents are 
unconvinced by the volume of vehicles to and 
from the national monument. The existing pilot 
shuttle system is too small and undeveloped to 
significantly address the congestion problems 
on local roads leading to the Monument.  
 
 

Traffic congestion improvements in local 
communities in Marin County during peak 
season by capturing and transporting visitors at 
established transportation nodes in addition to 
the hwy 101 welcome center and thereby 
reducing congestion 

  

Park Partners 
(including long-
term 
leaseholders, 
concessionaires, 
commercial use 
authorizations) 
 

    

Local Economy     
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Park Operations  Brian A.    
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