
  Cultural Resource Impacts 
Muir Woods National Monument GMP/EIS 

 
 

IMPACT TOPIC Current Conditions and Management Alternative 1: Connecting People 
with the Parks 

Alternative 2: Preserving and 
Enjoying Coastal Ecosystems 

Alternative 3: Focusing on National 
Treasures – NPS Preferred 

Archeological 
Resources 
 

Known archeological resources are protected 
and preserved subject to available funding, thus 
resulting in potential deterioration, lack of 
adequate protection in some cases, and possible 
loss of integrity as a result of natural processes 
and/or inadvertent visitor activity.  

Archeological resources would be protected from 
unauthorized removal or other destructive 
activities.  Modification or relocation of trails and 
existing facilities could affect the integrity of 
some archeological resources, but every effort 
would be undertaken to avoid known or 
discovered archeological sites.  If such sites 
could not be avoided, mitigation procedures 
would be undertaken in consultation with the 
California State Historic Preservation Office. 
 
In the Diverse Opportunities Zone, historic 
archeological resources may be stabilized 
and/or rehabilitated and incorporated into visitor 
opportunities.  In the Natural Zone, which covers 
most of the national monument in this 
alternative, archeological resources would be 
identified, evaluated, and provided stabilization, 
security, or other protection commensurate with 
their significance and sensitivity.  In the Scenic 
Corridor Zone the corridor may incorporate 
reference to archeological sites in the vicinity 
and could be developed around archeological 
properties as long as those properties are 
protected from detrimental treatment. 

Archeological resources would be protected from 
unauthorized removal or other destructive 
activities.  Removal of much of the built 
environment, redesign of the national 
monument’s trail system, and restoration of 
natural processes could affect the integrity of 
some archeological resources, but every effort 
would be undertaken to avoid known or 
discovered archeological sites.  If such sites could 
not be avoided, mitigation procedures would be 
undertaken in consultation with the California 
State Historic Preservation Office.   
 
In the Sensitive Resources and Natural zones, 
which cover the majority of the park in this 
alternative, archeological resources would be 
identified, evaluated, and provided stabilization, 
security, or other protection commensurate with 
their significance and sensitivity. 

Archeological resources would be protected from 
unauthorized removal or other destructive 
activities.  Construction of new trails and 
relocation/redesign of others and restoration of 
some natural processes could affect the integrity 
of some archeological resources, but every effort 
would be undertaken to avoid known or 
discovered archeological sites.  If such sites 
could not be avoided, mitigation procedures 
would be undertaken in consultation with the 
California State Historic Preservation Office. 
 
In the Sensitive Resources and Natural zones, 
which cover the majority of the park in this 
alternative, archeological resources would be 
identified, evaluated, and provided stabilization, 
security, or other protection commensurate with 
their significance and sensitivity.  In the 
Interpretive Corridor Zone archeological 
resources might be stabilized and/or rehabilitated 
and might be incorporated into interpretive 
opportunities. 
 

 Summary Conclusion – When compared with 
Current Conditions and Management, 
archeological resources under this alternative 
would be afforded enhanced protection and 
preservation treatment. 
 
Section 106 Determination – No Adverse 
Effect 
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Historic 
Structures 

Historic buildings at the edge of the redwood 
forest adjacent to Redwood Creek, such as the 
Administrative-Concession Building, have been 
maintained and afforded minimal preservation 
treatment (subject to available funding) and are 
adaptively used for visitor/administrative services 
and park operations.  To the rear of the 
Administrative-Concession Building is the Utility 
Area, which contains a collection of historic 
buildings, including the Superintendent’s 
Residence, Garage, and Equipment Shed, that 
have been maintained and afforded minimal 
preservation treatment and are used for park 
operations and administrative purposes.  
 
Historic trails and roads, such as the Main 
(Bootjack) Trail, Service Drive (Old Muir Woods 
Road), Fern Creek (Fern Canyon) Trail, Camp 
Alice Eastwood Trail/Wagon Road, Ocean View 
Trail, Bohemian Grove Trail, Hillside Trail, Ben 
Johnson Trail, Dipsea Trail, and Dipsea (Deer 
Park) Fire Road, along with five bridges on the 
Main, Fern Creek, and Ben Johnson trails have 
been maintained and preserved for visitor use 
and enjoyment.  Although many of the historic 
CCC-constructed erosion-control structures have 
collapsed or been broken up to restore salmon 
habitat, an extensive system of stone revetments 
along Redwood Creek remains in place.  
Historically significant memorials, including those 
for Gifford Pinchot, William Kent, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, and Ralph Waldo Emerson, as well as 

Under this alternative, the Administrative-
Concession Building would be rehabilitated and 
adaptively used to support interpretive, 
educational, and stewardship activities.  The 
Superintendent’s Residence and associated 
structures would be rehabilitated and adaptively 
used for administrative purposes.  Non-historic 
structures or structures determined to be non-
essential would be removed.   
 
Although retaining much of the present system 
of trails through the forest, existing facilities and 
uses would be modified or relocated to reduce 
their impacts on the ecosystem and provide a 
more natural park experience.  The Ben 
Johnson, Fern Creek, Main, and Dipsea trails 
would be afforded preservation treatment and 
used to provide visitors with access to a variety 
of day and overnight recreational experiences.  
Historic CCC-constructed erosion-control 
structures, such as the system of stone 
revetments in Redwood Creek, would be 
removed. 
 
The Camp Hillwood rustic buildings would be 
rehabilitated and adaptively used for day use or 
overnight educational opportunities, while all 
park operational functions would be relocated 
from the Muir Woods Addition area to other 
sites. 

To restore the primeval character and natural 
conditions of the old growth redwood forest the 
majority of the built environment, including 
buildings (such as the Superintendent’s 
Residence and its associated structures and the 
Administration-Concession Building) and CCC-
constructed erosion-control structures (such as 
the stone revetments in Redwood Creek), would 
be removed. The trail system throughout the 
national monument would be redesigned to 
accommodate fewer visitors in a more pristine 
setting.   The Main Trail would be relocated out of 
the floodplain, and other trails and bridges could 
be removed, relocated, or redesigned to enhance 
natural conditions.  The Dipsea Trail would be 
maintained along its historic alignment, although 
a reroute of its Redwood Creek crossing would be 
explored.  Where not in conflict with natural 
resource goals, historic trails and structures 
would be preserved and adaptively used. 
 
All structures, including the Camp Hillwood rustic 
buildings, and all park operations and 
stewardship support facilities would be removed 
from the Muir Woods Addition, and the area 
restored to a more natural setting. 

Historically significant structures associated with 
the American conservation movement, such as 
the Administration-Concession Building, 
Superintendent’s Residence and associated 
buildings, and  memorials, would be rehabilitated 
and adaptively used to support visitor 
programming and services.  The historic integrity 
of the Administration-Concession Building would 
be improved by removing non-historic additions.  
 
New trails would be constructed, while some  
historic trails would be rehabilitated and others 
could be relocated or redesigned, such as the 
Main Trail which could be relocated out of the 
flood plain.  Selected portions of the CCC-
constructed erosion-control structures, such as 
the stone revetments in Redwood Creek, would 
be removed, while other portions of the 
revetments would be preserved. 
 
The Muir Woods Addition would be managed to 
provide trail opportunities and restore native 
habitat and processes with emphasis on removal 
of roads and structures. 
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the Redwood Cross Section Interpretive Pavilion, 
have been maintained. 
 
Structures in the Muir Woods Addition (including 
Camino del Canon and Conlan Avenue areas) 
have not been evaluated for the National 
Register of Historic Places.  These areas include 
the rustic buildings of Camp Hillwood and other 
non-historic structures, roads, and trails.   Some 
structures are used for park operations, housing, 
and a native plant nursery, while others are 
under special use permits or reservation of use 
and occupancy or have been vacated and are 
slated for removal.  The multiple rustic buildings 
at Camp Hillwood have been maintained.  
 Summary Conclusion – When compared with 

Current Conditions and Management, 
implementation of this alternative would provide 
for greater retention, preservation, and condition 
to historic structures.  Among other things, the 
rustic buildings at Camp Hillwood would be 
rehabilitated. 
 
Section 106 Determination – No Adverse 
Effect 

Summary Conclusion – Implementation of this 
alternative would result in removal of the majority 
of the historic structures in the national 
monument.  The historic trail system, along with 
its associated structures, would be redesigned, 
while some of its elements would be relocated. 
 
Section 106 Determination – Adverse Effect 

Summary Conclusion – Implementation of this 
alternative would provide for the most 
comprehensive retention, preservation, and 
condition improvements to historic structures and 
buildings in the national monument. 
 
Section 106 Determination – No Adverse 
Effect 

    

    

Cultural 
Landscapes 

The cultural landscape of Muir Woods historically 
illustrated characteristics of the NPS rustic style 
through rustic design of buildings, naturalistic 
design of trails and roads, use of natural stone 
for Redwood Creek revetments, and a pervasive 
log motif applied to footbridges, signs, gates, 

This alternative would return much of the 
national monument to a more natural setting in 
which visitors could experience and enjoy the 
primeval forest ecosystem and understand the 
monument’s place in American conservation 
history, it would result in the loss of some 

Under this alternative, cultural landscape 
resources would be sublimated to natural 
resource goals and objectives.  The majority of 
the built environment, including historic structures 
(such as the Superintendent’s Residence and 
associated buildings and the Administration-

Under this alternative, cultural landscape 
resources would be sublimated to the goal of 
presenting Muir Woods as a contemplative 
outdoor museum where visitors would 
experience and discover the primeval redwood 
forest and the national monument’s place in the 
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benches, and drinking fountains.  While overall 
the landscape retains its natural appearance, 
including the redwood forest (Redwood Forest, 
Bohemian Grove, and Cathedral Grove are 
contributing resources to the Muir Woods 
National Monument Historic District), trails, and 
stone revetments, the loss of several rustic 
buildings, most of the log footbridges, and 
virtually all of the small-scale log features has 
altered the historic rustic design. 
 
Although preservation treatment of vestiges of 
the cultural landscape are ongoing and subject to 
available funding, such efforts have resulted in 
minimal preservation, deterioration, and loss of 
significant features. 

significant cultural landscape features.  These 
include:  (1) modification or relocation of some 
facilities and historic trails; (2) removal of historic 
CCC-constructed erosion-control structures, 
such as the system of stone revetments in 
Redwood Creek; and (3) construction of new 
restrooms and drinking water facilities in the 
Redwood Creek corridor.  The cultural 
landscape, however, would be improved by the 
removal of non-historic structures.. 
 

Concession Building) and the CCC-constructed 
erosion-control structures (such as the stone 
revetments in Redwood Creek), would be 
removed.  The trail system throughout the 
national monument would be redesigned to 
accommodate fewer visitors in a more pristine 
setting, and various trails and bridges would be 
removed, relocated, or redesigned to enhance 
natural conditions.  A  light-on-the-land accessible 
trail would be constructed into a portion of the old 
growth redwood forest.  Where not in conflict with 
natural resources goals, cultural landscape 
features would be preserved. 
 

early American conservation movement.  
Accordingly, all historic buildings and cultural 
resource features associated with those themes 
would be preserved and adaptively used to 
support visitor programming and services, and 
the Redwood Forest, Bohemian Grove, and 
Cathedral Grove would be preserved. 
 
New trails would be constructed, while others 
would be relocated or redesigned.  Selected 
portions of the CCC-constructed stone 
revetments in Redwood Creek would be 
removed.  Thus, some significant cultural 
landscape features would be lost. 
 

 Summary Conclusion – When compared with 
Current Conditions and Management, 
implementation  of this alternative would result in 
loss of some significant cultural resource 
features, while the removal of non-historic 
structures would enhance the cultural landscape 
in some areas of the national monument. 
 
Section 106 Determination – Adverse Effect 

Summary Conclusion – Implementation of this 
alternative would result in loss of the majority of 
cultural landscape features in the national 
monument. 
 
Section 106 Determination – Adverse Effect 

Summary Conclusion – Implementation of this 
alternative would result in retention, preservation, 
and condition improvement of most cultural 
landscape features.  However, construction of 
new trails as well as the redesign or relocation of 
others, and removal of selected portions of the 
CCC-constructed revetments would result in the 
loss of some minor cultural landscape features.   
 
Section 106 Determination – No Adverse 
Effect 

    

Ethnographic 
Resources 

No ethnographic resources or traditional cultural 
properties 
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Should ethnographic resources be dismissed 
as an impact topic? 
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Museum 
Collections 
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