
1. Recreation Opportunities and Conflicts 
 
The park’s purpose is to…..  Recreation is the way to achieve 
this purpose of bringing national parks to an urban population.  
Current recreation opportunities in the park ranges from 
traditional opportunities such as camping, hiking and picnicking 
to non-traditional opportunities such as special events, 
stewardship, and….In addition, many sites are national and 
international visitor destinations.  Recreation in the park is 
an opportunity for promotion of public enjoyment, fitness, 
understanding, stewardship, inspiration, solitude, and social 
connections.  To achieve these positive outcomes, recreation 
management in the park must address competing uses, demands for 
non-compatible opportunities, and levels of use that sometimes 
overwhelm resources and infrastructure.  The park may not always 
be the most appropriate place for desired recreation 
opportunities, so the NPS may cooperate with other public and 
private entities to respond to demand.  The NPS needs to be 
proactive and responsive to recreation opportunities while 
balancing the types and levels of uses in order to preserve the 
park’s fundamental resources and visitor experiences. 

 
The GMP will examine the appropriate and desired use types and 
levels of park sites in relation to visitor demand and resource 
sensitivity, and identify a vision for recreation opportunities 
in different areas of the park. The GMP will also provide long 
term guidance to promote, evaluate and manage appropriate and 
desired recreation opportunities in the park.  The GMP will also 
identify goals for collaborative planning and management with 
other agencies. 

 
Factors/Considerations: 
• Some members of the community have expressed interest in 

increasing various recreation opportunities in parts of the 
park including bicycling, hang gliding, dog walking, water and 
shore related access and activities, individual and group 
camping, group day-use/picnicking, and walking and hiking.   

• Dog management in the park is being evaluated through a 
separate regulatory planning process - the GMP will 
incorporate its final recommendations 

• There is some inconsistency of rules and regulations on 
adjacent park lands 

• Intense public expectations for recreational opportunities 
originate and are perceived as validated in the park’s 
establishing legislation 



• There are resource impacts associated with some existing 
recreation activities, including habitat fragmentation, 
eroding trails, wildlife disturbance/harassment, litter, 
vandalism/graffiti, and vegetation trampling. 

• Many new recreation demands begin in the regional Bay area and 
the NPS needs to be able to respond to these new activities 
and requests.   

• The NPS needs to continue to find ways to connect with the 
community, including underserved populations, and provide 
meaningful and relevant recreation opportunities. 

• The NPS has obligations to certain groups for specific types 
of consumptive use activities. 

• The GOGA seeks to develop a world class trail system that 
enhances the visitor experience, restores habitat, and eases 
access to and through the parks. 

 
Options/Approaches:  
• Consider different strategies for accommodating multiple uses 

(spatial or temporal distribution) that have been successfully 
applied in other locations  

• Manage horse operations to minimize resource damage 
• Develop guidelines to evaluate all existing uses and requests 

for new uses in relation to desired resource conditions and 
visitor experiences 

• Institutionalize a program of adaptive management that 
includes continually monitoring desired conditions to 
determine if changes to visitor use management strategies are 
needed 

• Explore partnerships for trail construction, management, and 
monitoring 

 
 


