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THE Golden Gate National Recreation Area's just-released General Management Plan is a

vision for the future, shaped by the input of thousands of Bay Area residents for close to a

decade.

At Muir Woods and Alcatraz, the theme of the plan is "Focusing on National Treasures,"

reflecting the iconic natural and historical resources of these landmark sites.

In the rest of the vast GGNRA parklands, the theme is "Connecting People to the Park" — which

is exactly what this park was set aside to do.

The plan's vision reinforces the reality of the park as a place for an enormous number of

recreational pursuits, perhaps the most of any national park area in the country.

Every day of the year, people can be found enjoying the GGNRA in a multitude of ways: on foot,

by bicycle, with dogs both on and off-leash, hiking, jogging, bird watching, meditating, painting,
volunteering, and, in dozens of other ways, getting and staying healthy.

All of these activities will continue under the vision of the management plan, enhanced by the

addition of some needed visitor facilities, all for the enjoyment of the park's 17 million annual

visitors.

The plan is a long-term vision document; as implementation of any of the concepts in the plan is

undertaken, full public review will occur.

In a dog-management plan that is separate from, but in harmony with the plan, the park proposes

to continue to welcome dogs at dozens of areas throughout the park, including seven areas

proposed for off-leash use. The dog-management plan was developed with one of the most
extensive public involvement processes undertaken by the National Park Service. A draft rule on

dog walking will be released for public review sometime this fall, following a thorough review of

the public comments received on the Supplement Draft Dog Management Plan/EIS.

The vision of the larger plan — to "connect people to the park" — is exemplified by the efforts of

our incomparable nonprofit support organization, the Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy.

For three decades now, the conservancy has been expanding public enjoyment of these

parklands and enlisting volunteers and supporters in their care. Without the Parks Conservancy,

so much of what people care about in the park would not have happened. Crissy Field, one of

the most popular urban shorelines in the nation, the park's many improved trails, the

rehabilitation of Fort Baker, the award-winning audio tour at Alcatraz, visitor centers in the Marin

Headlands and Muir Woods and the newest visitor center at Lands End would not have been
possible without the Parks Conservancy.

The park's outreach effort to assure that people from the full range of diverse communities feel

welcome and that young people of all backgrounds have access to the lands of the GGNRA has



been built with the partnership and support of the Parks Conservancy, consistent with their

"Parks For All Forever" philosophy.

The Parks Conservancy has been a positive contributor to the quality of life in the Bay Area since

1981 and is at the top of the list of organizations around the country that benefit the National Park

Service. We are grateful for the excellent leadership and staff of the Parks Conservancy and for

the thousands of Bay Area residents who support the park through the conservancy.

We urge everyone to read the new general management plan See

http://www.nps.gov/goga/index.htm). We believe the vision it presents is an inspired one — after
all, it reflects the aspirations of a "park for the people, where the people are," as Congress

originally intended.

And we encourage people who care about the park to join the Parks Conservancy and continue

the mission of making the Golden Gate National Recreation Area a model of excellence and

civic collaboration.

Frank Dean is superintendent of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, parkland that

includes sites in Marin, San Francisco and San Mateo County.
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