
ABOUT VISIT EXPLORE VOLUNTEER VENUES

Page 1 of 4Nature, Wildlife, and Open Spaces - Presidio of San Francisco

1/4/2013http://www.presidio.gov/about/nature/Pages/nature-and-wildlife.aspx



Nature, Wildlife, and Open Spaces

The Presidio is an oasis of nature where wild open spaces and places shaped by people welcome the community to
explore, play, learn, volunteer, and find refuge. In an afternoon hike one can experience the native plant communities of
pre-urban San Francisco as well as the grandeur of cypress groves planted by the Army to break the powerful ocean
winds. This exceptional diversity is what attracts visitors - from hikers to migratory birds - to the park.

The Presidio Trust and its partners are preserving and enhancing the Presidio's cultural and natural landscapes, and

also adding a 21st century chapter - including trails and recreational areas - to the park's evolving story.

WHAT'S HERE?
* 300-acre forest of eucalyptus, cypress, and pine planted at the end of the 19th century
* relic natural areas harboring 13 native plant communities and 330 native plant species

* two complete watersheds, Tennessee Hollow and Lobos Creek Valley
* fresh water Mountain Lake
* exceptional biodiversity, including 230 species of birds, 30 butterfly species, and 60 bee species
* rich collection of historic gardens and ornamental plantings, including rare 100-year-old hybrids
* four parade grounds

* one of the nation’s oldest golf courses
* 24 miles of trails, with 8 scenic overlooks and vista points
* an overnight campground at Rob Hill, playing fields, and picnic areas
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BLOOMING + BUZZING NOW
Springtime in the Presidio

From March through June, the Presidio’s landscapes are blossoming,
butterflies are collecting nectar, and birds are returning from South America
along the Pacific Flyway.

Read More >>

DISCOVER

The Presidio Forest

The 300-acre forest is a beloved
historic feature and provides
valuable wildlife habitat.

Native Plants

The Presidio is a refuge for 13
native plant communities and 330
native plant species.

Birds, Insects + Wildlife

The park features exceptional
biodiversity, including 230 species
of birds, 30 butterfly species, and
60 bee species.

Water

Riparian habitats are being restored
from Mountain Lake to Tennessee
Hollow.

Ceremonial Landscapes

The Presidio has a tradition of
beautiful formal landscapes,
including the Main Parade Ground.

Domestic Landscapes

Historic gardens and streetscapes
are a nod to the Presidio's tradition
of family life.

SPACES FOR RECREATION + PLAY
So many places to play and get healthy ... the Presidio is home to
playgrounds, trails, a campground, a golf course.

Read More >>
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FOLLOW US ON: Teachers Researchers Residents + Tenants Press

About Us Partners USA.gov FOIA Waste, Fraud + Abuse Hotline

The Presidio Trust 103 Montgomery Street, PO Box 29052 San Francisco, CA 94129

© 2012 The Presidio Trust. All rights reserved.
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