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Left: A drawing of the tunnel system at Parallel Point, constructed to bring water into the pools at Sutro Baths; Right: a modern view of  
the “Large Tunnel” that is accessible to visitors today (tunnel at white arrow).

Tunnels at Parallel Point
Several tunnels have been bored through Parallel Point (the rocky bluff on the north side of Naiad Cove), some of which can 
still be seen by visitors.  The first was the Main Tunnel, excavated for Sutro’s Aquarium in 1887. The Main Tunnel transported 
ocean water from a catch basin to the Aquarium. Due to its placement, the Main Tunnel is not typically visible to visitors. 

The Large Tunnel was dug from the northwest corner of the Aquarium all the way through Parallel Point to its north side. It 
served as a path for dump carts transporting loads to the far side of the point and its debris was initially used for construction 
of the baths and seawall. The Large Tunnel is still open for visitors to walk through. Backup Pump Tunnel was a tunnel 
constructed in 1893 that was used to access the pump room for the Sutro Baths. 

The last tunnel at the point is the Maintenance Tunnel, which was only 24 feet long and provided access for workers headed 
to the catch basin during low wave action. The Backup Pump tunnel and Maintenance Tunnel are currently sealed for visitor 
safety. 




