
VESTIGES  of  Lands End

Ocean Terrace real estate sale advertisement, San Francisco Call, 02 May 1908. 

Real Estate and Development
Historical accounts from the late 18th and 19th centuries show that Lands End was perceived 
as a desolate, forbidding landscape. None but the hardiest would choose to make their homes 
there. 

This reputation began to change in the early decades of the 20th century. Adolph Sutro’s 
creation of landscaped gardens on the bluffs helped would-be residents see potential in the 
sweeping views offered by coastal properties. Lands End gradually became familiar to San 
Franciscans.

Steady increases in the efficiency of transportation made Lands End easily accessible from the 
commercial heart of the city. As San Francisco’s development began to spread west toward the 
ocean, price incentives offered by developers of the “Outside Lands” persuaded those seeking 
relief from high downtown real estate prices to settle in this formerly isolated locale. 

Some residents were surely drawn by the very elements that deterred others: the drama of heavy 
fogs, the excitement of high winds, and the challenge of life on the edge! 


