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Entertainment at 
Sutro Baths

Countless events were held at Sutro Baths in its 
early years. Adolph Sutro and Colonel T.P. 
Robinson, the manager of Sutro’s amusements in 
the 1890s,  hosted May Day festivals, high dive 
contests, swimming contests, orchestral 
performances, dancers, choirs, and magicians.

The goal, of course, was to attract paying visitors 
to Sutro’s complex of amusements. Many people 
who came to the baths did not come to swim 
themselves, but to watch the swimmers, contests, 
and performances from the stands that lined  
the bath pavilion. The stands held seating for at 
least 8,000 people.

The wide range of entertainments gave Sutro 
Baths a broad appeal as a destination for people 
of all classes to socialize and relax.
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Top left: Sutro Baths 1897 program; Top right: Sutro Baths 1908 program; 
Bottom: The baths crowded with spectators on May Day 1897.




