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Add Plantings
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Maintain Historic Trees:
9 and 12.   Eucalyptus globulus  
33. Prunus sp.
34. Malus sp.
Remove and Replant:
8, 10, 13, 14, 15 and 16.   Cupressus macrocarpa 
11. Eucalyptus globulus

Maintain Staircase 
and Railing

Maintain Extant 
Staircase

Maintain Wall / 
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Legend       
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     MBSR 19

•  Maintain, stabilize or repair all extant contributing features 
    associated with the Main Road – East.
•  Maintain the historic form, topography and arrangement
    of the Main Road.
•  Allow for non-contributing compatible features to remain  
    and be stabilized.
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(Figure 6-62)
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Officers’ Row Gardens
Refer to Figure 6-65
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C h a p t e r  6        6 - 9 1    T r e a t m e n t  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s   

Officers’ Row  

Officers’ Row (Figure 6-85, 6-4) begins after switchback three and continues to the north edge 
of the Wardens’ House.  Officers’ Row includes the road and paving as well as topography, walls, 
and buildings that, currently or historically, define the road.  Officers’ Row includes the gardens and 
building foundations of three buildings – 7, 8 and 9 that existed in this area during the period of 
significance.  
 

Intent: 

1. Maintain the historic form, topography, and arrangement of Officers’ Row. 
2. Maintain, repair or restore all extant contributing features associated with Officers’ Row 

buildings and gardens. 
3. Restore Garden Terrace 9a plantings and features to reflect the “wild” character of the 

garden’s historic appearance in the 1940s and 1950s.  Allow for this area be less formally 
planted than the other Officers’ Row garden terraces.  The character of Garden Terrace 9a 
differed from the other Garden Terraces in Officers’ Row towards the end of the period of 
significance. 

4. Continue to implement the 2006 Officers’ Row Gardens Treatment Plan for plantings in 
Officers’ Quarters 9, Garden Terrace 8a, Officers’ Quarters 8, and Garden Terrace 7a. 

5. Restore the spatial organization of Officers’ Quarters 7 by removing the non-contributing 
restroom building and by restoring extant historic foundation and foundation walls.  
Maintain this area without plantings, as it was not planted during the period of significance. 

6. Allow for non-contributing compatible features such as railings to remain and be 
maintained. 

7. Allow year-round access to Officers’ Row in compliance with the new GMP.  Allow for the 
addition of railings and other new elements to provide safe visitor use, ensuring they are 
compatible with the historic character of Officers’ Row.  

 

General: 

 Stabilize East Retaining Wall where needed. Repair historic railing, SR24, and maintain the 
restored portions of SR24 along the top of wall.   

 Restore the staircase and decorative concrete railing SR74 that connects to the Main Road.  
 Stabilize the Trough Wall at Officers’ Quarters 9 and Garden Terrace 9a.  Maintain the 

Trough Wall at Officers’ Quarters 8, and Garden Terraces 8a and 7a.  Ensure that the 
Trough Wall continues to reflect its historic appearance during the Federal Penitentiary 
period. 

 

Officers’ Quarters 7: 

 Remove non-contributing restroom building, leaving all extant historic materials intact 
including building and site walls.  Maintain extant building wall and foundation of Officers’ 
Quarters 7.  Restore the spatial organization of the historic building space.  Add gravel 
paving to the level surfaces and do not plant.  Plants and gardens did not exist during the 
period of significance. 
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C h a p t e r  6        6 - 9 2    T r e a t m e n t  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s   

 Restore the staircases and railings that connect the space with the Warden’s House. 
 Repair paving where space connects to Main Road.  Allow for the addition of railings or 

wall, ensuring that new features are compatible with the historic character of Officers’ Row.  
 

Garden Terrace 7a: 

 Maintain extant plantings and configuration of planting beds.  
 Repair building foundation walls, and allow for whitewashing walls as was done historically 

during the 1940s, 1950s and early 1960s. 
 Repair paving.  
 Stabilize all site walls and curbs.  
 Restore staircase and repair railing SR24 
 Maintain restored railings. 

 

Officers’ Quarters 8: 

 Maintain extant plantings and configuration of planting beds.  
 Repair building foundation wall defining the west edge of the garden.  Allow for 

whitewashing the wall as was done historically during the 1940s, 1950s, and early 1960s. 
 Repair paving.  
 Maintain restored Pipe Railing SR11.  
 Maintain curb at southeast corner of garden 
 Stabilize Coal Shed/Garden Storage. 
 Maintain graffiti marker – “May 1, 19xx” (Figure 3-194b). 

 

Garden Terrace 8a: 

 Maintain extant plantings and configuration of planting beds. 
 Stabilize staircases and railings on the north and south edges of the garden.  Repair staircases 

and decorative concrete railing SR24.  Maintain restored decorative concrete railing.  
 Repair four site walls and stabilize east wall adjacent to path. 
 Maintain extant utility pipes. 

 

Officers’ Quarters 9: 

 Maintain extant plantings and configuration of planting beds. 
 Stabilize building foundation walls at the north and east edges of Officers’ Quarters 9.  

Allow for whitewashing the wall as was done historically during the 1940s, 1950s, and early 
1960s. 

 Maintain new non-contributing, compatible Hothouse (built by Alcatraz Historic Garden 
Project in August 2007). 

 Stabilize concrete curb. 
 Maintain white box.  Maintain graffiti marker - ‘Tippy’ (Figure 3-194a).   
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C h a p t e r  6        6 - 9 3    T r e a t m e n t  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s   

Garden Terrace 9a: 

 Remove all English, Algerian and cape ivy from existing vegetation 
 Repair dry stack stone walls. 
 Restore staircases and decorative concrete railing SR24 at north edge of garden.  
 Restore plantings to reflect the “wild” character of this garden terrace during the 1940s and 

1950s. 
 Remove Monterey Cypress trees (#17, #18) and stumps.  Plant new, smaller trees of same 

species in the same location.  Prune early in the tree’s lifespan to remove lower horizontal 
branches. 
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Figure 6 - 77.  Restore Garden Terrace 9a plantings to reflect “wild” character of 1940s and 1950s.  
Remove Monterey Cypress trees and replace with new trees in same location: (c 1961) (source: Parks 
Conservancy) (N foundation 1961.jpg) 
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Figure 6 - 78. Maintain the Trough Wall adjacent to Officers’ Quarters 8 and Garden Terraces 8a 
and 7a to reflect the character of the wall during the Federal Penitentiary period: top, (c Federal 
Penitentiary period 1934-1963) (source: Parks Conservancy) (main road planter (simpson-03).jpg); 
bottom, (c2010) (MBD P1000421.JPG) 
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Figure 6 - 79. Stabilize Remaining Area of Officers’ Quarters 7 Footprint. Maintain Plantings of 
Garden Terrace 7a: top, (c1960-62) (source: Parks Conservancy) (Bldg 7 c1960-62 (Don Bowden 
6831503-R1-E024).jpg); bottom,  (c 2009) (source: MBD); (IMG_2863.JPG)  
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Figure 6 - 80.  Maintain Plantings of Officers’ Quarters 8.  (c 2010) (source: MBD); 
(P1030866.JPG)  
 

 
Figure 6 - 81.  Maintain Plantings of Garden Terrace 8a.  Repair Site Walls, Staircases, and 
decorative concrete railing (c 2009) (source: MBD); (P1030838.JPG)  
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Figure 6 - 82. Maintain Plantings of Officers’ Quarters 9 and maintain reconstructed Hothouse.  (c 
2010) (source: MBD); (Building 9 Panorama.JPG)  
 
 

 
Figure 6 - 83. Repair Garden Terrace 9a Site Walls. Remove Monterey Cypress trees and plant new 
smaller trees in the same location.  (c 2009) (source: MBD); (IMG_2842.JPG)  
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Figure 6 - 84. Stabilize Trough Wall adjacent to Officers’ Quarters 9 and Garden Terrace 9a to 
reflect the character of the wall during the Federal Penitentiary period. (c 2010) (MBD 
P1040122.JPG) 
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