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Whale Waters Update for Glacier Bay Effective August 18, 2015

BARTLETT COVE, ALASKA - Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve Acting Superintendent
Albert Faria announced today two changes to whale waters that will go into effect at 5AM Tuesday
August 18. First, a vessel speed limit of 13 knots through the water will be implemented in the middle
of Glacier Bay to protect numerous humpback whales that have been feeding in this area. Second,
the whale waters that have been in place around Berg Bay since July 28 will be lifted. Whale waters
in lower Glacier Bay remain unchanged.

As shown on the attached map, whale waters are currently designated in the following areas.
e Middle Glacier Bay - 13 knot speed restriction only: This area is defined by the
following boundaries:

0 Northern boundary: A line drawn from southern tip of Lone Island to the southern

tip of Sebree Island.

o0 Eastern boundary: A line drawn from the southern tip of Sebree Island to the

northern tip of North Marble Island to the southern tip of South Marble Island.

0 Southern boundary: A line drawn from the southern tip of South Marble Island to

the northern tip of Willoughby Island.

0 Western boundary: A line drawn from the southern tip of Lone Island to the

northern tip of Willoughby Island.

o Lower Glacier Bay - 13 knot speed and course restriction: This area includes the
waters between the mouth of Glacier Bay and a line drawn between the northern tip of
Strawberry Island and the northern tip of Lars Island. This boundary is shown on NOAA
nautical charts of Glacier Bay.

-More-
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The whales in the middle of Glacier Bay appear to be feeding on a deep layer of prey and are
moving erratically and diving for long periods of time. Over the past week, there have been several
incidents in which whales surfaced unexpectedly in close proximity to transiting vessels. Park
managers note that there are shifting concentrations of humpback whales elsewhere in Glacier Bay,
including Whidbey Passage, at the mouth of the West Arm and in the vicinity of Gloomy Knob, a
common wildlife watching area. Boaters are advised to proceed cautiously in all areas where whales
may be present because whales may surface in unexpected locations, posing a hazard to both the
vessel and the whale.
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