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Changes Made to Glacier Bay Compendium: 
Vessel “Length of Stay” Regulations 

GLACIER BAY NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE--Superintendent Susan L. Boudreau 

announces a change in the 2014 Compendium for Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve, regarding 

private boater permit "Length of Stay" Section 13.1152(a).  

After the proposed 2014 Compendium was published and the comment period ended, it was brought 

to the Service's attention that the provision "Length of Stay" listed under 13.1152(a) is not consistent 

with NPS regulations. Under 36 CFR 13.1152, a permit is required for all vessels in Glacier Bay from 

June 1 through August 31. In the 2013 compendium, the following language appeared:  

"Length of Stay" stated that if additional vessel use days are unavailable, a vessel may remain anchored 

for up to seven additional days without motorized operation at Blue Mouse Cove, Sandy Cove, or 

Bartlett Cove. If the vessel leaves an anchorage without obtaining a permit or permit extension it must 

proceed directly out of the Bay.  

The exceptions set out in 36 CFR 13.1156 to the permit requirement are: 

 Vessels engaged in official, non-commercial business of the state or federal government 

 Vessels operating in Bartlett Cove waters east of a line extending from the long axis of the 

fuel dock to the wilderness boundary of Lester Island. 

 Vessels launched from a permitted vessel while the permitted vessel remains at anchor or in 

accordance with a concession contract. 

 Authorized commercial fishing vessels 

 Vessels granted safe harbor  

 

Release Date:  March 14, 2014 
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 E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A ™  
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

The NPS compendium cannot authorize an activity that is prohibited by published regulations. 

Because there is no exception that allows an individual to operate a vessel in order to exit Glacier Bay 

without a permit, this language has been removed from the 2014 Final Glacier Bay Compendium.  

While there is an exception for operating in Bartlett Cove east of a line extending from the long axis 

of the fuel dock to the wilderness boundary of Lester Island, there is no exception for Blue Mouse 

Cove or Sandy Cove. The language listed in the 2013 compendium which purported to authorize 

individuals to remain in these areas of Glacier Bay or to operate a vessel in Glacier Bay without a 

valid permit is not consistent with the permit requirement in 36 CFR 13.1152 and not covered by an 

exception listed in 36 CFR13.1156. Accordingly, this language has been removed from the 2014 Final 

Glacier Bay Compendium.  

Effective June 1, 2014, all vessels in Glacier Bay require a valid permit unless excepted under one of 

the circumstances outlined in 36 CFR 13.1156.  

 

For more information on Glacier Bay boating permits and regulations, please visit: 

http://www.nps.gov/glba/planyourvisit/boatregs.htm   

To review current park compendiums, please visit: 

http://www.nps.gov/akso/management/compendiums.cfm 
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 

401 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and 

create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.  
 


