2013 Glacier Bay Christmas Bird Count Summary

Nat Drumheller

The 2013 Glacier Bay Christmas Bird Count was held on 14 December. Participation was down from
recent years with nineteen people venturing forth, to varying degrees, to look for birds. Four people
watched feeders at two homes. 58 species were found on count day. Count week ran from 11
December through 17 December. Additional birds found during count week brought the total number
of species to 68. The list of birds and their numbers are at the end of this document.

Thank you to everyone who participated. Thanks to Kimber Owen for hosting a gathering after the
count. Special thanks to the Glacier Bay National Park protection rangers for, once again, providing a
boat to safely survey the saltwater portion of the count and to James Latendresse for operating it.
Without question, the saltwater is the most productive part of our count.

As with all Christmas bird counts, the weather tends to make or break it. This year, the weather came
close to breaking it. November’s weather was highly variable. During one cold snap in mid November,
the temperature dropped below zero for two nights. Over two feet of snow fell in late November, much
of which gradually melted. Temperatures from December 1-13 did not rise above freezing and were
near zero for five consecutive nights. On December 11, a winter storm hit. This brought heavy snows
for the first three days of count week, making it difficult to get anywhere to bird. On the evening before
the count, the snow turned to heavy rain. Trees, loaded with snow, came crashing down. It was looking
bad for our count.

On count day, the downed trees and wet snow had been cleared from the main roads before day break.
The heavy rain turned to light rain. Winds were moderate from the south, even as the temperature rose
to 40 degrees. Still, up to two feet of wet snow remained, making it difficult to get around and
impossible for most people to cover their routes. Coverage was therefore greatly reduced from normal.
Our boat did get out on the water, a bit late, and had good conditions. As darkness fell, winds picked up
and developed into a storm that damaged the town dock and swamped skiffs.

Given the scenario, it is impressive that 58 species were found on count day. Numbers of many species
were low, not only because of the reduced coverage, but also because of the weather in the weeks and
days leading up to the count. Forests and yards were quiet. A few species that were fairly common
before the storm, mostly alluded our counters. For example, Golden-crowned Kinglets and Brown
Creepers were common in the days before the storm, but only a few kinglets and no creepers were
found on count day. Common feeder birds flocked to feeders during the storm, but were much fewer
on count day as the temperature rose. One pair of regular feeder watchers in town had zero birds on
count day for the first time ever. Red-breasted Nuthatches and a White-crowned Sparrow that were
coming to another feeder daily were not found. Very few siskins, redpolls, or crossbills have been
around this winter, and only one finch, a Pine Siskin, was found on count day. Even on the saltwater,
the one place where conditions were quite good on count day, there were no large concentrations of



birds. Our three wintering shorebirds, Dunlin, Rock Sandpiper, and Sanderling, were found during the
count, but in small numbers. The big flock of Dunlin was missed, probably because the beaches west of
town were not covered, where there are also many scoters and ducks. Species seen shortly before
and/or after count week that failed to make our list include Trumpeter Swan, Eurasian Collared-Dove,
Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Pine Grosbeak, and Wilson’s Snipe. No Northern Shrikes have
been seen recently, so it might be the second winter in a row with few observed.

There were some great finds on count day and during count week. Willow Ptarmigan, American Pipit,
Red-Winged Blackbird, Peregrine Falcon, Double-crested Cormorant, Barred Owl, Western Grebe, and
European Starling were some. We also ended a five year streak of missing Red-throated Loons.

The most unlikely bird this year was Virginia Rail, which turned up during count week in the Crane Flats.
Not one, but two! On December 3, | found a single Virginia Rail in the ditch in the Crane Flats. In the
following days, | looked for the rail again a handful of times without success and figured it had perished
or gone south. Then, on December 15, Larry Platt, Eric Syrene, and Tania Lewis saw two Virginia Rails at
the same location while skiing. | was thrilled, but was highly skeptical that there were really two Virginia
Rails in Gustavus in mid December. | skied out there the next day and found two rails. Although a very

rare bird for Alaska, especially in winter, this is the 4™ record and 2™ winter record for Gustavus.

One Virginia Rail (two photos) on 3 December in the Crane Flats. Photos Nat Drumheller



One of two Virginia Rails in the Crane Flats on 16 December. Photo Nat Drumbheller

Species

Canada Goose
Gadwall

American Wigeon
Mallard

Northern Shoveler
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Greater Scaup
Harlequin Duck

Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter
Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead

Common Goldeneye
Barrow's Goldeneye
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Willow Ptarmigan
Red-throated Loon
Pacific Loon
Common Loon
Horned Grebe

2013 Glacier Bay Christmas Bird Count Totals

# cw=count week

237

476
378
76
115
133
15
362
26
118
cw

102
39
34

Rare in winter. 5th time in count. Previous high was 3.



Red-necked Grebe 21 2™ highest count.

Western Grebe 2 Very rare in winter, but increasing. 4™ time in count since 2008.
Double-crested Cormorant 2 Rarein winter.
Pelagic Cormorant 176

Great Blue Heron 11 3™ highest count.
Virginia Rail cw Extremely rare, especially in winter.
Bald Eagle 29

Black Oystercatcher 21 Rarein winter. 2" highest count.
Sanderling 3

Rock Sandpiper 105

Dunlin 220

Black-legged Kittiwake 1 Rarein winter.

Mew Gull 493

Herring Gull 2

Thayer's Gull 1 Rarein winter.
Glaucous-winged Gull 546

Common Murre 154

Pigeon Guillemot 321

Marbled Murrelet 127

Northern Pygmy-Owl cw

Barred Owl cw Rare, but increasing.
Short-eared Owl cw Rarein winter.
Belted Kingfisher 4

American Three-toed Woodpecker cw

Peregrine Falcon 1 Rarein winter.
Steller's Jay

Black-billed Magpie 17

Northwestern Crow 396

Common Raven 45

Chestnut-backed Chickadee 64

Red-breasted Nuthatch cw

Brown Creeper cw

Pacific Wren

American Dipper 1

Golden-crowned Kinglet

European Starling cw Rare.

American Pipit 1 Rare in winter. 2" time in count with one in 1977.
Snow Bunting

American Tree Sparrow 5

Song Sparrow 26

White-crowned Sparrow cw Rarein winter.
Dark-eyed Junco 23

Red-winged Blackbird 2 Extremely rare in winter. 2" time in count with one in 1996.



Common Redpoll cw

Pine Siskin 1
Unknown goldeneye 6
Unknown scoter 142
Unknown songbird 12
Unknown woodpecker 1
Unknown small falcon 1 Likely a Merlin, which is rare in winter.

Total number of species on count day = 58. (This includes unknown woodpecker.)

Count week species = 11.

Total number of species for the week = 68. (Unknown woodpecker not counted with American Three-
toed Woodpecker.)

A pair of Red wmged Blackblrds on count day, two miles south of the Bartlett Cove dock.
Photos Nat Drumheller



