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Flathead National Forest:  

Fire Name  Date 
Started 

Size in 
Acres 

Cause  Status 

Strawberry – Located in the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness, NW of Sabido Cabin 

August 25 229 Lightning Monitor 
strategy 

Scalp – Located in the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5520/# 

August 15 317 Lightning Monitor 
strategy 

Dolly Varden – Located in the Great Bear 
Wilderness 

August 15 160 Lightning Monitor 
strategy 

Current Fire Danger:  EXTREME 
Stage II Restrictions Remain in Effect for most of Western Montana 

  

Temperatures are once again forecasted to reach the mid-90s Monday and Tuesday this week as a 

ridge of high pressure sets in. There is another chance of critical fire weather and instability, including 

isolated thunderstorms and gusty winds, as this high-pressure ridge breaks down on Wednesday.  

 

Days are getting shorter, evenings are getting cooler, Labor Day weekend camping trips are planned and hunting 

season is just around the corner, but campfires are still prohibited. Fire Danger remains Extreme, as Northwest 

Montana continues to experience critical fire conditions, a trend that is expected to persist. Historically, many of the 

Flathead area’s large fires started in mid-August, so fire season is definitely not over yet. 

The intent of Fire Restrictions is to reduce the number of human-caused fires during periods of extreme fire danger 

by decreasing potential sources of ignition. Each year, 70 to 80% of wildfires are human-caused and this summer the 

trend has continued. Campfires are NOT ALLOWED anywhere during Stage II Fire Restrictions. (See additional 

information about Stage II Fire Restrictions below.) 

Cooperating Federal, State, and Private jurisdictions implementing restrictions include: Glacier National Park; Flathead 

National Forest (the Bob Marshall, Great Bear & Scapegoat Wilderness areas are in Stage 1 Restrictions); Kootenai National 

Forest; Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation State Land and Private Classified Forest Land; Montana 

Fish, Wildlife, and Parks; Lake, Sanders, Flathead, and Lincoln Counties; the City of Columbia Falls and City of Whitefish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5520/
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https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5519/#  

Reef – Located in the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness near Reef Creek 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5525/ 

August 14 247 Lightning Monitor 
strategy 

Cyclone Lake, 
Glacier View RD 

August 12 36 Lightning Patrol status 

Monahan 
Spotted Bear RD 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5401/# 

July 16 2,106 Lightning Monitor 
Strategy 

 

MT Department of Natural Resources and Conservation:  
Fire Name Date 

Started 
Size in Acres Cause Status 

Cottonwood, 
Kalispell Unit 

August 22 .01 Unknown Patrol status,  
8/22 

Thompson Hill, 
Kalispell Unit 

August 13 .01 Lightning Patrol status,  
8/13 

Marl Creek, 
Kalispell Unit 

August 12 .75 Lightning Patrol status, 
8/13 

Rhodes Draw, 
Kalispell Unit 

August 12 .7 Lightning Patrol status, 
8/12 

McGregor Creek, 
Kalispell Unit 

August 12 .1 Lightning Patrol status,  
8/16 

SE Lost Prairie, 
Kalispell Unit 

August 12 .01 Lightning Patrol status, 
8/12 

Tamarack Fire, 
Libby Unit 

August 12 407 Lightning Transitioned back to 
Libby Unit, DNRC 

 

Glacier National Park: 
Fire Name Date Started Size in Acres Cause Status 

Kintla Trail August 16 .1 Lightning Controlled 

Adair Peak, 
South of Logging Lake 

August 12 12.0 Lightning Resources are 
monitoring 

Piegan August 11 .1 Lightning Inaccessible. Being 
monitored. 

Sprague August 10 1553 Lightning Type 2 Team in place. 

Vaught August 10 .1 Lightning Resources are 
monitoring. 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5519/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5525/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5401/
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Structure Protection Efforts a Key to Managing Sprague Fire - Monday, August 28, 2017 

 
Fire managers are protecting values at risk and evaluating structure protection needs. Today firefighters will reassess 
the protection measures on the Mount Brown Lookout. Other values at risk include Sperry Chalet, backcountry cabins 
and campgrounds, structures in the Lake McDonald area, and trail infrastructure such as footbridges.  
 
Firefighters are staged at Sperry Chalet. Structure protection is in place, including two water tanks, hose lays and 
sprinklers. The chalet is located in a rocky, subalpine environment with sparse vegetation. Fire managers are confident 
that these structure protection measures and personnel can protect the historic buildings if needed. 
 
Yesterday Glacier National Park’s mule pack string resupplied the fire module at Crystal Ford footbridge with supplies 
to continue operating the extensive sprinkler system. The system is designed to create defensible space for the bridge 
and to limit the fire spread to the west of the Snyder Lake Trail. 
 
Warm, dry weather increased fire activity on portions of the Sprague Fire yesterday and is expected to continue for 
the next two days. Most of the increase in fire activity was on the southwest flank near Lincoln Ridge. Tree torching and 
increased smoke will continue given the dense forest in the fire area. Smoke may settle into low-lying areas when air 
temperatures cool at night and in the early morning hours. If you encounter smoke while driving, slow down, turn on 
your headlights, and watch out for people and wildlife. Montana Wildfire Smoke Updates are available on 
http://svc.mt.gov/deq/todaysair/.  
 
The fire perimeter is estimated at 1,553 acres. The Sprague Fire was started by lightning on August 10, 2017. Burning in 
a mixed conifer forest, the fire is located in steep, rugged terrain approximately nine miles northeast of West Glacier, 
Montana. Firefighters will continue to reduce fuels around structures, and utilize helicopter bucket drops when 
necessary. Helicopter bucket work cooled portions of the fire along Snyder Creek and west of Sperry Chalet on Sunday. 
 
Firefighter and visitor safety remain the number one priority of this incident. There have been no crew accidents, 
injuries, or illnesses. Visitors can help keep crews safe by driving slowly where firefighters are working. Please remember 
that you are sharing Going-to-the-Sun Road and US Highway 2 with firefighters. 
 
If it’s smoky in one area of the park, there are often other areas of the park with better visibility.  Smoke conditions 
vary in intensity, location and duration with fire activity. You can monitor current conditions on the park’s webcams at 
http://go.nps.gov/glacwebcams. 
 
About 1% of the park is affected by the fire, and most areas of the park are open and operating as usual, including the 
Going-to-the-Sun Road. The Sprague, Snyder, and Lincoln Creek drainages and associated trails, from Lake McDonald 
Trailhead on the west and Gunsight Pass on the east, are closed to all use. Visit http://go.nps.gov/glacconditions for 
trail, road, and campground information. 
 
Fire Information Line: 406-888-7077  
Inciweb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5510/ (fire updates, maps and photos, air quality info, and park webcams) 
Facebook: https://facebook.com/GlacierNPS    
Twitter: https://twitter.com/GlacierNPS 

http://svc.mt.gov/deq/todaysair/
http://go.nps.gov/glacwebcams
http://go.nps.gov/glacconditions
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5510/
https://facebook.com/GlacierNPS
https://twitter.com/GlacierNPS
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Flathead County Fire Service Area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other active fires in the area: 
GIBRALTER Ridge, near Eureka:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5474/#  A Type 2 Team will be taking this fire along 

with the Caribou Fire near the Canadian border. 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GibralterRidgeFire 

PIO Email: GibralterRidgeFire2017@gmail.com    PIO Public Info Line: 406-272-2082 

 

BLUE BAY, near Blue Bay Recreation Site; off of Hwy 35: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5507/# 

RICE RIDGE, near Seeley Lake:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5414/# 

LIBERTY, east of Arlee:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5437/# 

SUNRISE, near Superior:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5379/# 

TAMARACK FIRE: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5498/  This fire has transitioned from a Type 2 to a Type 3 Team. 

 

 

For a look at all large fires in Montana, check out the DNRC Interactive Wildland Fire Map: 

https://gis.dnrc.mt.gov/apps/firemap/ 
 

 

Smoke - You can check out the air quality for the valley and around the state by visiting the Flathead City-

County Health Department website: http://flatheadhealth.org/environmental-health/air-quality/ or 

www.airnow.gov  

 

Fire & Law Enforcement officials are asking for the cooperation of the public to put a stop to the illegal burning 
and illegal campfires as we endure this extreme fire season. These illegal actions are putting homes, residents, 
and responders at risk.  
 
Flathead County Emergency Communications Center/911 has dispatched firefighters, resources, and law 

enforcement officers to 54 wildland fires and 69 illegal burn incidents since August 1. They have also 
responded to 25 prohibited use of fireworks cases since Stage II Restrictions were implemented.   
 
Firefighting resources were also dispatched to 241 fire incidents during the month of July.  The vast majority of 
these fire incidents have been human-caused (illegal burn piles, grass fires, brush fires, and out-of-control 
camp fires & fire pits). 
 
 
 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5474/
http://www.facebook.com/GibralterRidgeFire
mailto:GibralterRidgeFire2017@gmail.com
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5507/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5414/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5437/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5379/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5498/
https://gis.dnrc.mt.gov/apps/firemap/
http://flatheadhealth.org/environmental-health/air-quality/
http://www.airnow.gov/
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Prevention / Education – Fire danger remains at extreme. Forest fuels are 

incredibly dry, and any ignition has the potential for a quickly growing wildfire. 

 
 

 

 

 

For more information about preparing your family, home, property,  

and community for wildfire, go to: 
www.firewise.org 

www.wildlandfirersg.org 
www.fireadapted.org 

www.disastersafety.org/wildfire 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiUqKOK5PLVAhVEw2MKHVSFDsMQjRwIBw&url=http://vasmokeybear.blogspot.com/2011/04/just-quick-post.html&psig=AFQjCNFeYrrMD6AE_xrhO1IyQGGerZ2sLQ&ust=1503764124719051
http://www.firewise.org/
http://www.wildlandfirersg.org/
http://www.fireadapted.org/
http://www.disastersafety.org/wildfire
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Media Inquiries - For media inquiries related to a specific fire, contact the appropriate agency: 
 
Flathead National Forest:  Janette Turk (406-758-5252)   

Web: http://www.fs.usda.gov/flathead         Twitter: https://twitter.com/FlatheadNF    
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/discovertheflathead  
  

MT Department of Natural Resources and Conservation:  Ali Ulwelling (751-2270 or 250-4825) 
Web:  http://dnrc.mt.gov        Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/MontanaDNRC  

 
Glacier National Park:  Lauren Alley (406-888-5838) 

Web:  http://www.nps.gov/glac        Facebook:  http://facebook.com/GlacierNPS  
 

Flathead County Office of Emergency Services: Rick Sacca (406-249-6913) 
       Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/FlatheadOES 

Twitter:  https://twitter.com/FlatheadOES          Web:  https://flathead.mt.gov/oes/ 

 

 

 

Under Stage II Fire Restrictions, the following acts are prohibited until further notice: 
1. Building maintaining, attending, or using a fire or campfire. 
2. Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or building, a developed recreation site or while stopped in 

an area at least three feet in diameter that is barren or cleared of all flammable materials. 
3. The following acts are prohibited from 1:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. and a one hour foot patrol in the work 

area is required following cessation of the following activities: 
a. Operating any internal combustion engine. 

b. Welding, or operating acetylene or other torch with open flame. 

c. Using an explosive.  

4. Operating motorized vehicles off designated roads and trails. 

Exemptions: 

1. Persons with a written permit specifically authorizing the otherwise prohibited act. 
2. Persons using a device fueled solely by liquid petroleum or LPG fuels that can be turned on and off. 

Such devices can only be used in an area that is barren or cleared of all overhead and surrounding 
flammable materials within 3 feet of the device. 

3. Operating generators with an approved spark arresting device within an enclosed vehicle or building or 
in an area that is barren or cleared of all overhead and surrounding flammable materials within three 
feet of the generator. 

4. Operating motorized vehicles on designated roads and trails. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/flathead
https://twitter.com/FlatheadNF
https://www.facebook.com/discovertheflathead
http://dnrc.mt.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/MontanaDNRC
http://www.nps.gov/glac
http://facebook.com/GlacierNPS
https://www.facebook.com/FlatheadOES
https://twitter.com/FlatheadOES
https://flathead.mt.gov/oes/
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5. Emergency repair of public utilities and railroads as per attached conditions. 
6. Persons conducting activities in those designated areas where the activity is specifically authorized by 

written posted notice. 
7. Any Federal, State, or local officer, or member of an organized rescue or firefighting force in the 

performance of an official duty. 
8. All land within a city boundary is exempted. 
9. Other exemptions unique to each agency/tribe. 

The exemptions listed are the standard exemptions, but additional and more specific 
exemptions may exist depending on your location.  To see if there are specific exemptions in 
your area please visit: https://firerestrictions.us/mt/ or contact your appropriate fire protection 
agency with further questions. 

Violations:  You could be fined up to $5,000 individually or $10,000 for an organization and imprisonment up 

to 6 months for violating restrictions and closures. You can be held liable for all suppression costs and 

damages if you start a fire. 

https://firerestrictions.us/mt/

