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The California Exotic Plant Management Team (CaEPMT) is a

group of five teams of exotic plant management specialists that travel to 14
national parks across the state of California to help out manaders with thelr most

Inciplent invasive plant populations. This region constitutes 60% of the west

coast of the United States and has been determined by The Mature Conservancy

to be a "global biodiversity hotspot”. Projects range from sea level along the

shore of Channel |slands National Park, to the high Sierran wilderness in Devil's
Fostplle Mational Monument (2, 000% . The parther parks, referred to as the :

California Invasive Flant Cooperative include: Foint Eeyes MNational Seashore; Exotic Plant Management Team

Y osemite, Sequoia, Kings Canyon, Channel Islands, Lassen Yolcanic, and
Fedwood Mational Farks, Cabrillo, Finnacles, and Devils Postpile Mational i et
Monuments; Golden Gate, Santa Monica Mountains, and Whiskeytown MNational This season, invasie [alian stone pine (Pinus e s el

. ..

Recreation Areas and John Muir National Historic Site. {See map below ) The pinea) on Channe| |slands MNational Park (LHIS) S0t
; : . . again met a formidable opponent, the Calfornia
philosophy of the California EFMT has been to concentrate on smaller, outlying Exctic Plant Managerment Team (CaEPMT). The
Infestations and priortize projects that protect relatively rare or pristine areas. CaBPMT treated ltalian stone pine on the islands
previously and made great strides towards getting
TR : thiz species to a maintenance level. Eradication of
The CEEF’M_T uses the Ia_test Glabal_ Faositioning satellite (GFS) techn Dlagy alian o Bre foine oriCLl S i el Becalis: of s
combined with Geographic Information Systems (Gls) databases to compile, higtoric and cultural signfficance.  Partnering with
monitor, and analyze spatial data. By inventorying each park's specific Invasive our Student Conservation Association team, CHIS

. : : : Mational Fark staff botanist Sarah Chaney, and
weed population, maps can be generated and linked to informative databases CESTRa e Fariian s e

and updated easi_ly, dependiﬂg on specles arowth or decli_ﬂe. Through the Lse Of rermaining feral populations of lalian stone pine on SRR T = o s L R O, S
= databases with GRS locations, the CaERMT can easily locate a hard-to-find Santa Cruz lsland. Treatment of this population had been all but abandaned due to the difficulty in accessing
treatment site the next year and keep database information current. individuals through the extremely dense understory of natv e vegetation and steep, rocky terrain. To address

thiz population, we dwided into teams of two, one person equipped with a chainsaw and another equipped to

apply a driltill herbicide treatment. The larger treeswere treated wath herbicide, while smaller individuals were
felled with chainsaws. The thicket of vegetation made it virtually impossible to find trees, =0 we spotted targets

fram adjacent slopes and guided others to them. WWith our unique skills and persev erance, we accomplished
what was thought to be impossible.
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Wh(skeytoun B ghltional[Park i $”= irvolved the remaval of invasive olive trees [(Clea
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Golden Gate o . MMM s s oy s o i 35 FA3, adjacent to an histonc (early 19005 domestic olve
matlonal Recreatlon It ety Tuta o e grove of approximately 600 trees. The five-person
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Mational Seashore 8 (I hatismal Park team, along wath CHIS-5CA, James Hoberts,
% g B oo ctoils carried out a morth-long project that accomplished =0 o
Johnmuir TS N ool e the remaval of 3577 olwe trees. Each tree remaved | M Nk 5 e
Matiomal Historme Sibe s ™ was documented by recording its precise location T ST el T
i Seguoia & Mings Canyan using a hanahe unit, and ts overall neig :;--mf G o R 3"”} " 3 e P
: : . : ' . e ST T N U T il o A TR
MERIONALEAIY and maximum burl diameter. Height and burl B
: diameter are being used together as a surrogate measure of the approximate age. This information will enable
CHIZ to estimate how fast and far the plants are spreading fram the source olive tree population, and to
anta Mori cx T ntains . estimate the cost required to cortain the grove at ts current size. Several grove management grategies are
Faianysar hidlanal Recreation Area ™ being considered, all wath the goal of reducing both seed formation and dispersal from the grove, while still
R e s retaining some of the grove's contribution to the historic landscape. This project was completed without vehicle
Chanrnel Islands o ; i access. [he teamn heroically backpacked their supplies for the entire month across the steep terrain to therr
Maticnal Park : Falimm, S e L hackeountry base camp.
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