Importing Waypoints into PO.doc

AKSO/GIS TEAM


Some of you may have struggled in the past to get waypoints into Pathfinder Office and most particularly, getting a waypoint "label" associated with a coordinate. The documentation on this at the Trimble Website 

""Importing Waypoints from a GIS or CAD" 

and in PO HELP are not much help in describing a way to automate the inclusion of double quotes that are required in this archaic utility to pass a label into Pathfinder Office. Here are the steps. We assume you have already have an Excel spreadsheet open with Latitude and Longitude, elevation and text (without double quotes in place) within a spreadsheet in columns : A B C and D For example... 

-149.6487742 60.1856090 100 StudySiteA 

NOTE: Trimble does not require Text to be Capitalized - the Tech note is wrong! 

1) In the same sheet, duplicate the first three columns to I J and K using copy / paste. 

2) In column L, embed the double quotes required by Trimble using this formula 

=""""&D1&"""" 

HOWTO: copy the formula above into the L1 cell. Then simply drag and fill down to replicate the formula for all your waypoints. 

2. From this spreadsheet you can highlight the "new" block of data and select Edit/Copy. 

3. Open Windows Notepad. (Start/Programs/Accessories/Notepad). Select Edit/Paste. The data should now be pasted into the Notepad. 

4. Select File/Save and give the file a name. Save as type "Text documents (*.txt)" and ANSI Encoding. 

This file can now be imported into GPS Pathfinder Office through the Waypoint - ASCII import option. The names should come through without any problem.


NOTE: You do not have to save the file as a *.asc file. Pathfinder Office merely defaults
to looking for file types with an *.asc" extension. Change the pull down list to include all file types.

5) Save a Spreadsheet with the embedded formula above and use this every time you need to pass waypoint names into Pathfinder Office. 
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