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Clockwise from the top: 
sunset over Gettysburg 
National Military Park; 
GETT Superintendent 
Bob Kirby speaks at the 
June 30 ceremony, Get-
tysburg: A New Birth 
of Freedom; two young 
Gettysburg visitors.

Gettysburg 2013 The 150th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg and President Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 
exceeded everyone’s expectations.  Public turn-out was unprecedented.  News media from around 
the nation and the world covered the events.  Most importantly, Gettysburg National Military Park 
(GETT) resources were left in better condition than before we started and an entirely new generation 
experienced Gettysburg and learned about why the Gettysburg story is important today.

A Call to Action at 
Gettysburg – 

As the National Park Service (NPS) 
prepares for a new century of steward-
ship and engagement, a set of initiatives 
known as A Call to Action (C2A) rallies 
employees and partners to advance a 
shared vision toward 2016.  In 2013 the 
park advanced the following C2A initia-
tives at GETT: 

C2A#2: Step-by-Step - Create deep 
connections with younger visitors.

C2A#3: History Lesson  - Expand the 
meaning of Gettysburg to new audi-
ences.

C2A#4: In My Backyard - New pedes-
trian paths and public transportation 
systems.

C2A#14: Value Added - Develop aware-
ness of visitor spending and other eco-
nomic impacts in the Gettysburg com-
munity.

C2A#15: A Class Act - Education pro-
grams and conferences help students 
and teachers understand Gettysburg 
resources and stories.

C2A#17: Go Digital -Reach new audi-
ences through the “From the Fields of 
Gettysburg” and the Gettysburg School 
Bus blogs and social media.

C2A#29: Posterity Partners - Philanthro-
py from the Gettysburg Foundation, the 
Civil War Trust and other partners pre-
serves battlefi eld lands and accomplishes 
important preservation projects.

C2A#30: Tools of the Trade - Gettysburg 
staff  trained in the incident command 
system to manage the 150th anniversary 
of the Gettysburg Address in November.

C2A#32: Play It Safe- All Gettysburg 
employees were trained in operational 
leadership. With record highs in park 
visitation, all events were safe for staff  
and the visiting public.

Park Resources

To prepare for the 150th, we repaired 
major monuments such as the 11th Mas-
sachusetts, Smith’s Battery and the 121st 
New York Infantry monument; cre-
ated a new smart parking system for 
the Museum and Visitor Center using 
Freedom Transit; improved the manage-
ment and effi  ciency at the David Wills 
House by transferring operations to the 



 3

Gettysburg Foundation and the park; 
demolished the Cyclorama building 
which stood on the Union battle line on 
Cemetery Ridge; rotated 150 newly con-
served artifacts into museum exhibits; 
developed and installed the new Trea-
sures of the Civil War exhibit; cleaned 
the Cyclorama painting; and completed 
a new pedestrian trail along Taneytown 
Road; and resurfaced the pedestrian 
trails at the 20th Maine monument on 
Little Round Top.

The Events

GETT Winter Lecture Series  
NPS Rangers presented 19 lectures on 
weekends from January 5 to March 10, 
2013.  Total attendance was 3,000 or ap-
proximately 157 people per lecture.  The 
theme was The Civil War in 1863, and 
topics ranged from the Vicksburg Siege 
to the Gettysburg Address.  Two of the 
lectures were recorded and broadcast on 
C-SPAN.  

Future of Civil War History Conference:  
Looking Beyond the 150th
GETT co-hosted this conference with 
the Civil War Institute at Gettysburg 
College, and the Gettysburg Foundation.   
Approximately 500 people attended.

Gettysburg Address Educators' Confer-
ence: Strategies and Activities for the 
Middle School Classroom 
Held August 12 and 13 for 50 middle 
school teachers, co-sponsored by the 
Gettysburg Foundation, and a host of 
sponsors who enabled several teachers 
to attend on scholarship.  The confer-

ence focused on the Common Core 
Standards, with conference presenters 
demonstrating dozens of integrated 
teaching strategies.

Battle Anniversary Highlights
The June 30 ceremony, Gettysburg: A 
New Birth of Freedom, was our keynote 
event and included Doris Kearns Good-
win, Trace Adkins, Charlie Gibson, NPS 
Director Jonathan Jarvis, GETT Super-
intendent Bob Kirby and Joanne Hanley, 
representing the event’s co-sponsor, 
the Gettysburg Foundation.  The cer-
emony ended with a multimedia mix of 
period images and eyewitness accounts 
of soldiers and citizens, as well as a 21-
gun Howitzer salute and a candlelight 
walk to the National Cemetery, led by 
the Army Old Guard, where luminaries 
marked 3,500 graves. The crowd was es-
timated at 8,000-10,000.

Another key event was the July 3rd Pick-
ett’s Charge Commemorative March. 
Visitors were invited to walk across the 
battlefi eld to commemorate the march. 
Rangers led visitors representing nine 
Confederate brigades on a mile walk to 
meet three Union divisions. When the 
sides met, twelve buglers positioned 
along the Union battle line played Echo-
Taps. Approximately 40,000 people par-
ticipated.  

Park interpretive programs on July 1 
through 4 totaled 287 programs for 
110,917 visitors. The programs focused 
on three days of fi ghting and the battle’s 
aftermath and consequences. The wide 
range of free programming at dozens of 

Clockwise from the top: one of the park's           
extremely popular, Ranger-led battle anniversary 
programs; infantry drill in the family activity tent; 
trying on a corset in the family activity tent; and 
luminaries on each of the Union graves on June 30.
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diff erent locations and appealing to all levels of interest, in-
cluding: Key Moments programs presented hourly, Overview 
Hikes, Battlefi eld Experience Programs, and Voices of Battle 
Programs.  Living history camps provided programs to more 
than 15,000 people on July 1, 2 and 3 at a Union and a Confed-
erate encampment.

Additional events:
The launch of the U.S. Postal Service Gettysburg 150 stamp 
in May; September’s Medal of Honor Convention which in-
cluded a concert at the Pennsylvania Memorial followed by 
fi reworks launched from Emmitsburg Road and a luncheon at 
the Eisenhower Site; and the Boy Scouts of America three-day 
Jamboree at Gettysburg in September with 3,000 scouts ex-
periencing park interpretive events and work projects on the 
battlefi eld.

Dedication Day
On November 19, GETT marked the 150th anniversary of the 
dedication of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery, when Abraham 
Lincoln delivered his immortal Gettysburg  Address.  Secre-
tary Jewell shared keynote honors with Pulitzer Prize winning 
historian James McPherson.  GETT Law Enforcement Ranger 
Morgan Brooks read a refl ection on the Gettysburg Address 
prepared by President Barack Obama for the ceremony. The 
event also included music by the United States Marine Band, 
who attended the dedication of the cemetery in 1863.  Also as 
part of the Dedication Day ceremonies, 16 new United States 
citizens were given the Oath of Citizenship by Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Scalia.  Lincoln portrayer James Getty recited 
the Gettysburg Address. Over 10,000 people attended the cer-
emony.  

“Gettysburg is truly a mov-
ing experience. Thank you for  
sharing the history and sto-
ries of this hallowed ground. I 
can't wait to get back....every     
American should experience 
Gettysburg NMP.”    Melinda 
Zeiter, Facebook comment. 

Photos, clockwise from top left:  NPS Director Jonathan B. Jarvis, in hat, 
chats with Incident Commander Zeph Cunningham and others at the 
Incident Command Post in Gettysburg; horse mounted law enforcement; 
park volunteers keep everyone smiling; Ranger led program; TV trucks 
and the news media covering the Pickett's Charge event.
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Overview

Planning and security 
The Boston Marathon bombing in the spring of 2013 created 
the need to improve security and staff  training prior to Get-
tysburg's events. All staff  received both active shooter training 
and a brand-new NPS class to improve security awareness. 
Law-enforcement training included instruction related to 
weapons of mass destruction and other training classes.  We 
obtained emergency law enforcement funding to provide extra 
support from Pennsylvania State Police, US Park Police and 
additional NPS staff  and Cumberland Township. In spite of 
high visitation, there were no serious incidents or accidents at 
any of the 2013 special events at Gettysburg.

Transportation
The York/Adams Transportation Authority transported 67,613 
people on its freedom transit shuttle buses for the 10 day battle 
anniversary period. NPS hired an additional 17 buses to sup-
port programs at multiple sites on the battlefi eld.

Attendance and Economic Impact
Estimated attendance throughout the Gettysburg community 
for 10 days of battle anniversary events was 235,000 people.  
Gettysburg Convention and Visitors Bureau estimated that 
visitor spending during the 10 day period contributed $100 
million into the area economy.  The audience for the Dedica-
tion Day ceremony was estimated at over 10,000.  

Media coverage
During the battle anniversary more than 150 media outlets 
covered events, including CSPAN live coverage for 12 hours; 
Sirius XM Radio and Breitbart TV News live coverage for 10 
hours, and Pennsylvania Cable Network live coverage for 20 
hours.  A+E Networks provided a 90 minute live broadcast of 
the New Birth of Freedom ceremony.  Associated Press cover-
age with reporters, photographers, and videographers resulted 
in 21 unique stories, each with AP’s daily worldwide exposure 
to over 1 billion viewers.  

On Dedication Day more than 60 national and international 

news media attended the ceremony and created extremely 
positive news stories. The US State Department brought 21 for-
eign journalists to the ceremony from 12 countries. We hosted 
55 news photographers and TV cameras in the media area.

Social Media
In January 2013, GETT launched the 52 Footsteps Facebook 
Challenge, a year-long interactive educational program.  By 
year’s end, GETT’s Facebook following had grown to 22,861 
“Likes” - more than any other Civil War site in the NPS.  
GETT’s “From the Fields of Gettysburg” blog had 50 original 
posts written by park staff  in 2013 and 154,081 viewers.  Dur-
ing events in July and November, the NPS Social Media team 
fi lmed and photographed approximately 100 interpretive 
events for Twitter, Facebook and UTube.  Viewers exceeded 
922,000 individuals on Facebook page during the battle an-
niversary and 145,000 during the Gettysburg Address anniver-
sary, for a total of 1,067,000 viewers on Facebook.

Co-Sponsors 

GETT’s sesquicentennial events were made possible because 
of the park’s partnership with the Gettysburg Foundation and 
the support of its donors, as well as the Gettysburg Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau, the York-Adams Transportation Au-
thority, Gettysburg College, Main Street Gettysburg, Borough 
of Gettysburg, Cumberland Township, Licensed Battlefi eld 
Guides, elected offi  cials and other community partners.

National Park Service project funding supported many of 
these events and programs.  GETT is deeply grateful to the 
NPS Eastern Incident Management Team, especially Zeph 
Cunningham, who served as Incident Commander, for their 
leadership and logistical management support for programs 
and events in June, July and November of 2013.   We also ap-
preciate staff  from the Department of the Interior, and the 
NPS Washington offi  ce, Northeast Regional offi  ce and national 
park units from across the eastern seaboard who travelled to 
Gettysburg to help with the execution of these successful and 
safe events.  

Gettysburg National Military Park, established 
in 1895, is the site of the great Civil War 
battle that repulsed the second Confeder-
ate invasion of the North.  The mission of 
the National Park Service at Gettysburg is to 
preserve and protect the resources associ-
ated with the battle of Gettysburg and the 
Soldiers’ National Cemetery and provide an 
understanding of the events that occurred 
there within the context of American history. 

Gettysburg National Military Park
1195 Baltimore Pike, Suite 100
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 17325
www.nps.gov/gett

Social Media
facebook.com/gettysburgnmp
twitter.com/gettysburgnmp
youtube.com/gettysburgnps

Phone
(717) 334-1124 

E-mail
gett_superintendent@nps.gov

Gettysburg National Military Park              
Superintendent Bob Kirby, left, and          
Gettysburg Foundation President Joanne 
Hanley.


