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Gateway NRA 
Jamaica Bay Unit 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Building 69 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 
(718) 338 – 3338 
 
For Reservations: 
 
Canarsie Pier 
(718) 763 - 2202 
 
Education Program Office 
(718) 338 - 4306 
 
Floyd Bennett Field  
(718) 338 - 3799 
 
Fort Tilden  
(718)  318 - 4300 
 
Jacob Riis Park  
(718) 318 - 4300 
 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
(718) 318 - 4340 
 
Plumb Beach  
(718) 338 -3799 
 
Research Learning Center –  
Jamaica Bay Institute  
 (718) 338 - 3338 ext. 222 
 
Visitor Program Office 
(718) 338 - 3338 ext. 224 

For information on programs at 
other units of Gateway NRA, 
contact: 
 
Staten Island Unit, New York  
(718) 354 - 4500 
 
Sandy Hook Unit, New Jersey 
(732) 872 - 5970 
 
www.nps.gov/gate 
 
Gateway NRA  
Office of Communications and 
Public Affairs 
(718) 354 - 4606 
 
Programs are subject to change 
due to weather or other concerns.  
Please call the park before 
attending. 

Ham Radio Communication I
Floyd Bennett Field 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Wednesday, April 9 
7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
Join the Kings County Radio Club 
for an introduction to emergency 
radio communications. 
 
Star Spangled Skies 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Radio Control Flying Field 
Friday, April 11 
8 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Join the Amateur Astronomers 
Association and discover the celestial 
wonders found in the early spring 
skies.  Clear or partly clear skies only.  
Telescopes will be provided. 
 
Flight of the NC-4 
Fort Tilden 
Visitor Contact Station 
Saturday, April 12 
1 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
Join the celebration of the 89th 
Anniversary of the flight of the NC – 
4. Leaving from the Rockaway Naval 
Air Station, now Jacob Riis Park, the 
NC – 4 was the first airplane to cross 
the Atlantic. Reservations required. 
 
What Moves Birds? 
Fort Tilden 
Visitor Contact Station 
Sunday, April 13 
1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
Available food, a mate, temperatures, 
wind, and internal clocks all affect 
birds.  Come observe these forces in 
action during this birding walk with 
park volunteer Ron Bourque.  Bring 
binoculars.  Reservations required. 
 
Radio Controlled Flying 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Thursday, April 17 
7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
The Radio Control Society of Marine 
Park will discuss flight preparation 
and demonstrate radio controlled 
flying using a simulator. 
 
 
 
 

National Park Week 
“Kids in Parks” 
April 19 – 27  
 
Hike Floyd Bennett Field 
Floyd Bennett Field  
Entrance Parking Lot 
Saturday, April 19 
10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Spring into National Park Week with 
a four mile ranger-guided hike 
around historic Floyd Bennett Field.  
Wear comfortable shoes, bring lunch 
and water. Reservations required. 
 
Bike Tour of Jacob Riis Park 
and Fort Tilden 
Jacob Riis Park  
Bath House 
Saturday, April 19 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Join us for a bike ride along the 
boardwalk at Riis Park and through 
Fort Tilden to learn the history of 
these two sites.  Bike and helmet 
required.  Reservations required. 
  
Sunset, Moonrise  
and Woodcocks 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Saturday, April 19 
7:15 p.m. – 9:15 p.m. 
The celebration of National Parks 
continues with an evening visit to 
your local national park, Gateway 
National Recreation Area. A ranger 
will lead you down the West Pond 
Trail for the sunset and back with the 
Pink Moon. The program ends with 
a chance to witness the spring dance 
of the American Woodcock.  Dress 
for the weather.  Reservations 
required.  
 
In This Building,  
Every Day is Earth Day! 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, April 20 
10 a.m. – 11:30 p.m. 
What makes a building “green?”  You 
will discover that it isn’t the color on 
this ranger-led tour of the visitor 
contact station.  We will examine the 
building inside and outside.   
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The Art of Nature 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, April 20 
1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
Join children’s book illustrator and 
artist Patricia Wynne to learn how to 
do quick drawings of wildlife, pick 
up ideas for a journal and tips on 
publishing your work.  Bring a pencil 
and sketchpad.  The program will 
include a book signing.  Reservations 
required. 
 
Earth Day Clean Up 
Frank Charles Park 
Tuesday, April 22  
10 a.m. – noon 
Make the Earth a cleaner place by 
lending a hand in cleaning the 
shorelines at Frank Charles Park.  
Reservations required.  
Call (718) 318 – 4300. 
 
Plumb Beach  
Clean up and Planting 
Plumb Beach  
Round House 
Friday, April 25 
Saturday, April 26 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Celebrate Arbor Day, Earth Day, and 
National Park Week by helping to 
clean up Plumb Beach and plant 
native shrubs in this fragile coastal 
environment.  Join the National Park 
Service, NYCDEP, the American 
Littoral Society and others for this 
hands-on event for all ages. Groups 
are welcome.  Wear appropriate 
clothes and shoes.   
Call (718) 318-9344. 
 
Junior Flyers 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Saturday, April 26   
3 p.m. – 4 p.m.  
Children can continue the National 
Park Week celebration with this 
program about the magic of flight.  
Reservations required.  
 
Planting with Sprouts 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, April 27 
1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

Young sprouts (4 years and up), with 
their families, will explore plant parts 
from roots to buds, and then help 
with a planting project at the refuge.  
Reservations required.  
 
The AKC & You 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Monday, April 28 
7 p.m. – 9:15 p.m. 
The Kings County Kennel Club will 
provide information on how to 
register your dog with the American 
Kennel Club and discuss facts about 
dog shows and performance events.
  

May 
 
Breezy Point Beach Birds  
Fort Tilden  
Visitor Contact Station 
Saturday, May 3 
9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Terns and plovers are here and 
nesting and feeding.  Explore the 
nature of these beach birds with park 
volunteer Ron Bourque.  Participants 
will carpool from Fort Tilden to 
Breezy Point.  Bring binoculars.  
Reservations required. 
 
The Wonder of Migrants: 
From Tundra to Tropics 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, May 4 
10 a.m. – noon 
Birds migrating from the tropics to 
the tundra stop at Jamaica Bay.  This 
ranger – led International Migratory 
Bird Day offering begins inside to get 
your bearings, then heads outside in 
search of migrants.  Bring binoculars.  
Reservations required. 
 
Stargazing at  
Floyd Bennett Field 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Radio Control Flying Field 
Friday, May 9 
8 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Gaze at the night sky over Floyd 
Bennett Field with the Amateur 
Astronomers Association.  Clear or 
partly clear skies only.  Telescopes 
will be provided. 
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The Glory of Beach Plum 
Blossoms at Plumb Beach 
Plumb Beach  
Round House 
Saturday, May 10 
9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
Join Mickey Maxwell Cohen of the 
American Littoral Society to explore 
this area of hundreds of beach plumb 
blooms, shifting dunes, classic 
saltmarsh, and a dynamic 
environment.  Bring binoculars and 
insect protection.  Reservations 
required. 
 
It’s About the Birds!  
With the Family 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, May 11 
10 a.m. – noon 
Bring the family (ages 8 and up) 
along for a little bird watching.  Join a 
park ranger for short indoor 
presentation about local birds we 
might see, and then get out into the 
field to look for the birds.  Bring 
binoculars.  Reservations required. 
 
Nicad vs. Nimh 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Tuesday, May 13 
7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
What kinds of batteries are best for 
your model aircraft transmitter and 
receiver?  Join the Pennsylvania 
Avenue Radio Control Society for a 
discussion on both types. 
 
Ham Radio Communication II 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Wednesday, May 14 
7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
Join the Kings County Radio Club 
for a demonstration of how to set up 
for emergency communications. 
 
Radio Controlled Aircraft 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Thursday, May 15 
7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Come learn about the different styles 
and models of radio controlled 
aircraft. 
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Aviation at  
Floyd Bennett Field 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Saturdays 
1 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
From Barnstormers to sub-hunters, 
find out about the “Golden Age” of 
Aviation and Floyd Bennett Field’s 
crucial role in World War II. 
 
Aviation for Kids 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Mondays – Fridays  
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
School age children will learn about 
aviation from its beginning and 
understand how planes fly.  Groups 
are welcome.  Reservations required. 
 

Brooklyn N-Trak
Floyd Bennett Field 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Sundays from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Join Brooklyn N-Trak to learn about 
this unique form of model 
railroading. 

Explore NYC’s First  
Control Tower 
Floyd Bennett Field 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Saturdays and Sundays 
1 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
Find out about the “Golden Age” of 
aviation and Floyd Bennett Field’s 
crucial role in World War II. Get a 
panoramic view from the control 
tower. 

Historic Aircraft  
Restoration Project 
Floyd Bennett Field, Hangar B 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Observe park volunteers as they 
restore vintage aircraft. 

Morning Walk
Jacob Riis Park 
Bay 1 
Tuesdays and Thursdays  
10 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
Make a commitment to health!  
Enjoy a brisk walk on the boardwalk 
of Riis Beach with a park ranger.  
Wear sneakers and bring water. 
 
P.A.R.C.S. Model Aircraft 
Floyd Bennett Field  
Radio Controlled Flying Field 
Open Daily (Weather Permitting) 
Join the Pennsylvania Avenue Radio 
Control Society at their “mini-airport 
in an airport.” 

The Floyd Bennett Garden 
Association offers community 
gardens and educational workshops 
to the public at Floyd Bennett Field.  
For more information call the FBGA 
at (718) 338-4255. 
 
Garden Grid 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Saturday, March 1  
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.   
Tips to design a small space garden, 
even if you1ve already planted and 
forgotten to leave room for 
additional plants.  
 
Express Yourself Sunday   
Ryan Visitor Center 
Sunday, March 9 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.   
Create a sign that uniquely identifies 
your garden plot.  Paint and materials 
will be provided.  Registration is 
required in advance; workshop is 
limited to 20 people.  
Call 718-535-7990  or email: 
FBGAgardens@aol.com. 

Soil Preparation Basics 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Saturday, April 5 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.   
Learn how to properly prepare your 
soil before planting.   
 
How Do You Grow a 
Community Garden?   
Ryan Visitor Center 
Saturday, April 12 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.    
Come and learn which plants will 
invade your neighbor’s garden, 
where to plant that tall plant, and 
why good fences make good 
neighbors. 
 
The Salad Garden 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Sunday, April 27 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.     
You can grow fresh garden salad 
vegetables into the fall and beyond.  
Tips for growing all of the 
ingredients you need, and growing 
tips for increased yields and 
extending your growing season. 

Floyd Bennett Garden Association 

Companion Planting
Ryan Visitor Center 
Saturday, May 3 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.     
Come and learn the ins and outs of 
companion planting.  Learn which 
plants help each other, which plants 
can repel bugs, and which plants do 
not get along. 
 
Wild Edibles 
Community Garden Gazebo 
Sunday, May 18 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.     
Identify and munch wildflowers and 
greens found in the garden during 
this garden walk. Collect, prepare 
and dine on a colorful wild salad. 
 
Lasagna Gardening 
Community Garden Gazebo 
Saturday, May 31 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.     
Make double duty out of your 
gardening bed. Learn about this 
ingenious method, and grow while 
creating compost. 
 

Continuing Programs 
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Site Map and Directions 

 Gateway NRA Public Programs - Jamaica Bay Unit 7  

Floyd Bennett Field 
 

By Mass Transit:  IRT #2 (also #5 at rush 
hours) subway to Flatbush Avenue.  
Transfer to Rockaway Park - bound Q – 35 
bus.  Ask driver to let you off at the park 
entrance. 

By Car:  Belt parkway to Exit 11S; 
take Flatbush Avenue south to main 
entrance.  

Fort Tilden and 
Jacob Riis Park 

By Mass Transit:  IRT #2 (also #5 at rush 
hours) subway to Flatbush Avenue.  
Transfer to Rockaway Park – bound Q – 35 
bus.  Or take IND A subway to Rockaway 
Park, then transfer to Q – 35 or Q – 22 bus. 

By Car:  Belt parkway to Exit 11S; 
take Flatbush Avenue south across 
the Marine Parkway Bridge.  Follow 
signs to either Fort Tilden or Jacob 
Riis Park.  Or use the Cross Bay 
Bridge to Beach Channel Drive west. 

Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge 

By Mass Transit:  IND A subway to Broad 
Channel Station.  Walk west on Noel Road 
to Cross Bay Boulevard.  Turn right and 
walk about 3/4 of a mile to the Refuge 
Visitor Contact Station.  Or take the Q – 21 
from Liberty Avenue (Queens) or 116th 
Street (Rockaway) to the Refuge entrance.  
Also, the Q – 53 express bus from 61st 
Street and Roosevelt Avenue, Queens to 
the Refuge entrance. 

By Car: Belt Parkway to Exit 17 S; 
take Cross Bay Boulevard south 
across the Congressman Joseph A. 
Addabbo (North Channel) Bridge.  
The Refuge entrance is 
approximately 1 1/2 miles past the 
bridge on the right.  Or take the 
Cross Bay Bridge from Rockaway to 
Cross Bay Boulevard.  Proceed north 
through Broad Channel.  The Refuge 
entrance is approximately 1 1/2 miles 
from the bridge on the left.    
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