
 

 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

National Park Service 
Gateway National Recreation Area 

Conditions for Special Park Uses 
 

 

1. The permittee is prohibited from giving false information; to do so will be considered a breach of 
conditions and be grounds for revocation: [36 CFR 2.32(a)(3)]. 

 
2. The permittee shall exercise this privilege subject to the supervision of the Superintendent or 

designee, and shall comply with all applicable Federal, State, county and municipal laws, 
ordinances, regulations, codes, and the terms and conditions of this permit.  Failure to do so may 
result in the immediate suspension of the permitted activity or the termination of the permit.    

 
3. If any provision of this permit shall be found to be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of this 

permit shall not be affected and the other provisions of this permit shall be valid and be enforced to 
the fullest extent permitted by law.  

 
4. The permittee is responsible for making all necessary contacts and arrangements with other 

Federal, State, and local agencies to secure required inspections, permits, licenses, etc.  
 

5. Failure to comply with any of the terms and conditions of this permit may result in the immediate 
suspension or revocation of the permit. All costs associated with clean up or damage repairs in 
conjunction with a terminated permit will be the responsibility of the permittee.   

 
6. This Permit may be revoked at the discretion of the Superintendent upon 24 hours notice, or 

without notice if damage to resources or facilities occurs or is threatened, or in the event the 
Superintendent determines it necessary in the interest of public safety, public health, or 
general welfare, notwithstanding any other term or condition of the Permit to the contrary.   

 
7. This agreement is made upon the express condition that the United States, its agents and employees 

shall be free from all liabilities and claims for damages and/or suits for or by reason of any injury, 
injuries, or death to any person or persons or property of any kind whatsoever, whether to the person 
or property of the (Permittee/Grantee), its agents or employees, or third parties, from any cause or 
causes whatsoever while in or upon said premises or any part thereof during the term of this 
agreement or occasioned by any occupancy or use of said premises or any activity carried on by the 
(Permittee) in connection herewith, and the (Permittee) hereby covenants and agrees to indemnify, 
defend, save and hold harmless the United States, its agents, and employees from all liabilities, 
charges, expenses and costs on account of or by reason of any such injuries, deaths, liabilities, claims, 
suits or losses however occurring or damages growing out of the same. 

 
8. Permittee agrees to carry general liability insurance against claims occasioned by the action or 

omissions of the Permittee, its agents and employees in carrying out the activities and operations 
authorized by this Permit.  The policy shall be in the amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence and 
$3,000,000 aggregate, and underwritten by a United States company naming the United States of 
America as additionally insured.  The Permittee agrees to provide the Superintendent with a 
Certificate of Insurance with the proper endorsements prior to the effective date of the Permit.  
 

9. Permittee agrees to deposit with the park a bond (security) in the amount noted, if any, on the first 
page of this permit from an authorized bonding company or in the form of cash or cash equivalent, to 
guarantee that all financial obligations to the park will be met, including the restoration and 
rehabilitation of the permitted area.  
 
 



 

10. Costs incurred by the park as a result of accepting and processing the application and managing 
and monitoring the permitted activity will be reimbursed by the permittee.  Administrative costs and 
estimated costs for activities on site must be paid when the permit is approved.  If any additional 
costs are incurred by the park, the permittee will be billed at the conclusion of the permit.  Should 
the estimated costs paid exceed the actual costs incurred; the difference will be returned to the 
permittee.  

 
11. The person named on the permit as in charge of the permitted activity on-site must have full 

authority to make any decisions about the activity and must remain on-site at all times.  He/she 
shall be responsible for all individuals, groups, vendors, etc. involved with the permit 

 
12. As a condition of acceptance of this permit by the permittee and pursuant to 41 U.S. C. 22, “No 

Member of Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of any contract or agreement made, 
entered into, or accepted by or on behalf of the United States, or to any benefit to arise thereupon.” 

 
13.  Nothing herein contained shall be construed as binding the Service to expend in any one fiscal year 

any sum in excess of appropriations made by Congress or administratively allocated for the purpose of 
this Agreement for the fiscal year, or to involve the Service in any contract or other obligation for the 
further expenditure of money in excess of such appropriations or allocations. 

 
14. This permit may not be transferred or assigned without the prior written consent of the 

Superintendent. 
 

Additional GATE Park Conditions 
 
 

15. The Permittee is required to submit proof of insurance to the NPS as a condition of this Permit.  
Permittees are prohibited from commencing permitted activities, or set up of permitted activities, until 
the required proof of insurance has been submitted to and acknowledged by the NPS. Proof of 
insurance must be received by the NPS at least five business days in advance of the scheduled 
permitted activity. This Permit may be delayed or suspended for failure to provide satisfactory proof of 
insurance to the NPS.  Applicable insurance requirements include: 
 
a. General Liability Insurance Requirements – Commercial General Liability through one or more 

primary and umbrella liability policies against claims for bodily injury and property damage 
occurring on the Premises, the improvements thereon, or the streets, curbs or sidewalks adjoining 
the Premises, with such limits as may be required by the NPS, but in any event not less than One 
Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per incident and Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000) in the 
aggregate for the Premises.   
 

b. All insurance policies shall name the United States of America as an additional insured.  The 
United States of America must be identified as additional insured on the face on documents issued 
in connection with same. 

 
c. All required insurance and any renewals shall be issued by one or more companies of recognized 

responsibility licensed to do business in the state in which the Park is located with a financial rating 
of at least a Class A- (or equivalent) status, as rated in the most recent edition of Best’s Insurance 
Reports (or equivalent) or as otherwise acceptable to the NPS and must have a Best’s Financial 
Size Category of at least VIII according to the most recent edition of Best’s Key Rating Guide 
(Property-Casualty edition). 

 
 

d. All insurance policies shall provide that such policies shall not be cancelled, terminated or altered 
without thirty (30) days prior written notice to the NPS. The Party authorized under this Permit must 
provide to the NPS a copy of each policy and a certificate of the policy executed by a properly 



 

qualified representative of the insurance company evidencing that the required insurance coverage  
is in full force and effect on or before the commencement date of this Permit and periodically 
thereafter. The Party authorized under this Permit shall maintain all policies provided throughout 
the permit term and the Party authorized under this Permit shall renew such policies before the 
expiration of the term of the policy. 

 
e. The Party authorized under this Permit assumes full risk and responsibility for any inadequacy of 

insurance coverage or any failure of insurers. No approval by the NPS of any insurer, or the terms 
or conditions of any policy, or any coverage or amount of insurance, or any deductible amount 
shall be construed as a representation by the NPS of the solvency of the insurer or the sufficiency 
of any policy or any coverage or amount of insurance or deductible. 

 
f. The Party or any Agent of the Party authorized under this Permit shall not do anything, or Permit 

anything to be done, in or about the Premises or on adjacent or nearby property that would 
invalidate or be in conflict with the provisions of any fire or other insurance policies covering the 
Premises or result in a refusal by insurance companies of good standing to insure the Premises in 
the amounts required under this section. 

 
16. Application processing fees and administrative fees are non-refundable.  They are costs incurred by the 

park as a result of accepting and processing the application.  Such fees can include the costs of 
managing and monitoring the Permitted activity.  Nothing shall prevent the (National Park Service) NPS 
from collecting additional fees incurred in connection with the managing and monitoring of the permitted 
activity.  Additional costs, if any, incurred by the NPS will be billed to the Permittee.   
 

17. Costs for which the Permittee is obligated include but are not limited to water, oil, electric, and other 
utility costs, incurred by the NPS in connection with the activities authorized under this Permit.  
Additional costs for which the Permittee is obligated include maintenance costs, extra Park personnel, 
and law enforcement/security necessary in connection with the permitted activities.  

 
18. Upon conclusion of the permitted activity, the area must be returned to its pre-event condition.  All trash 

and waste generated  in connection with the activity authorized under this permit must be collected by the 
permittee and removed from the park. Food related refuse is considered litter, attracts wildlife, may 
pose a health hazard, and must not be discarded in the park. Site inspections may be conducted 
by NPS to determine that site conditions and  park property are left in a sound, clean, and orderly 
manner. If the Permittee fails to properly clean activity site or if there is damage to government 
property, the Permittee may be subject to costs incurred for clean up and repair/replacement of 
property. Clean up costs may include contractor fees, government employee overtime salaries, and 
supplies and materials associated with the clean up. Security bonds posted by the Permittee may also 
be forfeited. Sanitation and refuse violations can result in issuance of a U.S. District Court Violation 
Notice: [36 CFR 2.14(a)(1). 

 
19. Permittee will take no action which would be detrimental to the historical or natural resources of the 

park or have an adverse impact on the environment.  Any person who destroys, causes the loss of, 
or injures any park system resource is liable to the United States for response costs and damages 
resulting from such destruction, loss, or injury under Title 16 Chapter 1 sub.III-B § 19jj–1 of the 
United States Code (16 USC). Actions in violation of the Code of Federal Regulations (36 CFR) can 
result in issuance of a U.S. District Court Violation Notice. 
 

20. The Permittee shall ensure that all individuals using the designated area in connection with the 
Permitted activity, are informed of, and comply with, park rules and regulations, and all applicable 
state and federal laws. 

 
21. Authorizations under this permit are NON-EXCLUSIVE.  This means that areas open to visitor use are not 

expressly reserved for the Permittee.  All persons associated with this permit will treat all visitors to the 
park courteously. Visitors not associated with the permitted event are allowed access to any public area 



 

of the park.  
 

22. This permit authorizes use of the area designated herein and does not include permission for activities 
outside the permitted area.   
 

23. Fee collection on Park land is not permitted under a Special Use Permit, pursuant to NPS Director’s 
Order #53/Special Park Uses, which states in Section 7, the following:  Fees Charged by Permittee.   
Permittees occasionally ask to charge fees on park lands for those attending the permitted event. The 
special use permit does not give the permittee permission to collect admission or any other money 
associated with a special event while on park property.  All monetary transactions must take place off 
park lands.    

 
24. Restricted or Prohibited Use: 

a. Glass containers, open fires, scattering of rice and/or birdseed outdoors, and all balloons 
anywhere in the Gateway National Recreation Area are prohibited by the Code of Federal 
Regulations. Discarded or released balloons pose health risks to threatened and endangered species 
especially marine turtles. They may also disturb nesting activities of threatened and endangered 
birds. Actions in violation of the Code of Federal Regulations (36 CFR) can result in issuance of a 
U.S. District Court Violation Notice.  
 

b. In addition, tents, hammocks, inflatable or other types of rides, including ponies, private grills, 
tables, fireworks, advertising, or activities which are commercial in nature  are prohibited.  
 

c. Affixing items to government property such as tables, grills, trees, signs, ropes, etc., is strictly 
prohibited.   
 

d. Generators are prohibited unless specifically authorized in writing. All Generators, gasoline, 
propane powered stoves and accessories (including fuel storage) are subject to inspection and 
adherence to applicable NFPA and NPS fire safety standards. A fire and safety inspection may be 
required by NPS Fire Chief. 
 

e. Possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages by persons less than 21 years of age is 
prohibited. Otherwise, consumption of alcoholic beverages is permitted only in authorized areas.  The 
possession, consumption, or other use of illegal drugs is strictly prohibited. 

 

f. Smoking is prohibited in any interior space and can result in issuance of a U.S. District Court 
Violation Notice: [36 CFR 21.21(a)]. Do not throw cigarette butts on the ground. Sanitation and 
refuse violations can result in issuance of a U.S. District Court Violation Notice: [36 CFR 2.14(a)(1). 
Proper outdoor receptacles must be provided in sufficient number to accommodate the need. 
 

g. Disturbance of the sand dunes is strictly prohibited. At no time shall anyone associated with 
this permit stand on/walk on/position any equipment on/or disturb in any manner, any sand dune. 
Entering closed areas without approval can result in issuance of a U.S. District Court Violation 
Notice: [36 CFR 1.5(f). 

 
25. The National Park Service and Gateway National Recreation Area are not responsible for providing 

shelter or an alternate location for the permitted event in the event of inclement weather, unless 
specifically provided for in this permit.  
 

26. The National Park Service cannot guarantee parking availability or access into the park during peak 
times, weather events, or other circumstances beyond the control of the park management.  Your party 
may encounter difficulty entering or exiting the park. 
 

27. The park is prohibited from waiving parking fees. Parking fees in effect during fee collection hours 
remain in effect and cannot be waived or suspended under a special use permit. Visit our website for 
current rates and hours of collection at: http://www.nps.gov/gate/planyourvisit/feesandreservations.htm 
  



 

28. Parking on grass is strictly prohibited. No vehicles are permitted on the paved Multiple-Use Pathways at 
any time. Off-road vehicle (ORV) operations on beaches or on designated over sand routes without a 
permit is PROHIBITED [36 CFR 7.29(b) and may result in issuance of a U.S. District Court Violation 
Notice: [36 CFR 4.12.] . ORV permits are only issued and permitted in the Jamaica Bay Unit. Please 
see Jamaica Bay Unit Conditions for more information. 
 

29. Quiet hours within the Gateway National Recreation Area vary by unit and location and are enforced; 
contact the unit to find out when quiet hours are in effect. Noise violations may result in issuance of a 
U.S. District Court Violation Notice: [36 CFR 2.12 (Audi Disturbance) and / or 36 CFR 2.34 (a)(3) 
Disorderly Conduct.  

 
30. Operating any type of audio device or musical instrument at a volume louder than 60 decibels at 50 feet 

from the perimeter of the area designated for the authorized activity is prohibited at any time. Otherwise, 
volume levels must be kept at a reasonable level. Noise violations may result in issuance of a U.S. 
District Court Violation Notice: [36 CFR 2.12 (Audi Disturbance) and / or 36 CFR 2.34 (a)(3) Disorderly 
Conduct. 
 

31. Ask first! The park’s first priorities are the protection of the park resources and values, and the safety of 
our visitors and staff.  
 

32. Failure to comply with any of the terms and conditions of this permit may result in the immediate 
termination, suspension, or revocation of the permit and can result in issuance of a U.S. District Court 
Violation Notice: [36 CFR 1.6(h)]-. 
 

Sandy Hook Unit Conditions in New Jersey 
 

1. The erection of a tent or any other action approved by this permit that requires breaking the ground 
surface, insertion of stakes, or ground penetration greater than 6 inches below grade requires 
compliance with  "NJ One Call." law, regulation, and policy.  Compliance with NJ One Call includes, but 
is not limited to  a utility “markout” to be completed by the  contractor or individual erecting the tent 
("Excavator"),completed within the required time frame as outlined on the NJ-1 call website 
(http://www.nj1-call.org ).   
 
For a water and sewer utility mark-out, the excavator must call the Sandy Hook Water Plant at 732-872-
5964.  In accordance with the NJ One Call, a utility request must give three (3) full business days notice 
before the start of excavation. “Business day” means any day other than Saturday, Sunday or a 
nationally or State recognized holiday.   The following information must be given as a minimum:  1) 
Start date of work; 2) Location of work; 3) Type of work; and 4) Maximum depth of excavation.  Also 
please provide all contact information. 
 
The utility markout confirmation number obtained by the Permittee or his representative must be 
available to NPS upon request. The party requesting the tent installation will take full responsibility of 
any underground utilities that are impacted during the installation activities. The NJ-1 Call rules and 
regulations must be followed correctly. 
 

2. The park is prohibited from waiving parking fees. Parking fees [applicable to beach lots A, B, C, D, E, 
G, I, J, and K] during fee collection hours remain in effect and cannot be waived or suspended under a 
special use permit. The 2012 fee collection season is in effect from Memorial Day weekend to Labor 
Day weekend from 7am – 5pm daily. Visit our website for more information at: 
http://www.nps.gov/gate/planyourvisit/feesandreservations.htm 
 

3. Quiet hours within the park begin at 10:00PM every night. 
 

4. In the event of an emergency, serious incident, or the discovery of any illegal or criminal act by or upon 
Permittee’s or their personal or public property, the Permittee will immediately notify the Ranger Station 

http://www.nj1-call.org/_


 

at 732-872-5900. 
 
 

Staten Island Conditions in New York 
 

1. In the case of inclement weather, it is the responsibility of all Permittee’s to check with the park relative 
to field closures. The park is not responsible for  notifying the Permittee of weather related closures. For 
park information and closures, please contact the Ranger Station at 718-351-6970. 
 

2. The erection of a tent or any other action approved by this permit that requires breaking the ground 
surface requires that "NY One Call" rules and laws must be followed for any work consisting of ground 
penetration. By law, excavators and contractors working in the five boroughs of New York City and 
Nassau and Suffolk Counties on Long Island must contact New York 811, 1-800-272-4480 or 811, at 
least 48 hours but no more than 10 working days (excluding weekends and legal holidays) prior to 
beginning any mechanized digging or excavation work (i.e. driving stakes) to ensure underground utility 
lines are marked. Having utility lines marked prior to digging is free of charge. The utility mark out must 
be completed by any contractor or individual erecting the tent ("Excavator"), and must be completed 
within the required time frame as outline on http://www.dignetnycli.com/ and 
http://www.digsafelynewyork.com/. 
 
The utility mark out confirmation number must be made available to NPS upon request. The party 
requesting the tent installation will take full responsibility for  any underground utilities that are impacted 
during the installation activities.  
 

3. The Permittee understands that Hudson Road will remain open to public vehicular traffic throughout 
permitted event times. 

 
4. In the event of an emergency, serious incident, or the discovery of any illegal or criminal act by or upon 

permittees or their personal or public property, the permittee will immediately notify U.S. Park Police at 
718-338-3988. U.S Park Police are located at 210 New York Avenue and may be contacted in person. 

 
Jamaica Bay Unit (Brooklyn & Queens) Conditions in New York 

 
1. Driving off Roadway without approval can result in issuance of a U.S. District Court Violation Notice. 

Off-road vehicle (ORV) operations on beaches or on designated over sand routes without a permit is 
PROHIBITED at all times. ORV permits are issued at the Jamaica Bay Unit to access the Breezy Point 
tip and are limited. Before a permit will be issued, each vehicle will be inspected to assure that it 
contains the following equipment which must be carried in the vehicle at all times while on the beaches 
or on the designated over sand routes: 

 
a.  Shovel; Jack; Tow rope or chain; Board or similar support 
b.  A portable toilet is required by permittee; areas accessed by off Roadway typically will not have 

restroom facilities. 
 

Prior to the issuance of such permits, operators must show compliance with Federal and State 
regulations and applicable to licensing, registering, inspecting, and insuring of such vehicles. Such 
permits shall be affixed to the vehicles as instructed at the time of issuance. 

 
2. The erection of a tent or any other action approved by this permit that requires breaking the ground 

surface requires that "NY One Call" rules and laws must be followed for any work consisting of ground 
penetration. By law, excavators and contractors working in the five boroughs of New York City and 
Nassau and Suffolk Counties on Long Island must contact New York 811, 1-800-272-4480 or 811, at 
least 48 hours but no more than 10 working days (excluding weekends and legal holidays) prior to 
beginning any mechanized digging or excavation work (i.e. driving stakes) to ensure underground utility 
lines are marked. Having utility lines marked prior to digging is free of charge. The utility mark out must 

http://www.dignetnycli.com/


 

be completed by any contractor or individual erecting the tent ("Excavator"), and must be completed 
within the required time frame as outline on http://www.dignetnycli.com/ and 
http://www.digsafelynewyork.com/. 
 
The utility mark out confirmation number must be made available to NPS upon request. The party 
requesting the tent installation will take full responsibility for any underground utilities that are impacted 
during the installation activities.  
 

5. The park is prohibited from waiving parking fees. Parking fees at Jacob Riis Park during fee collection 
hours remain in effect and cannot be waived or suspended under a special use permit. The 2012 fee 
collection season is in effect from Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day weekend from 7am – 6pm 
daily. Visit our website for more information at 
http://www.nps.gov/gate/planyourvisit/feesandreservations.htm 
 

6. In the event of an emergency, serious incident, or the discovery of any illegal or criminal act by or upon 
permittees or their personal or public property, the Permittee will immediately notify U.S. Park Police at 
718-338-3988. 

**********************END********************** 

http://www.dignetnycli.com/
http://www.nps.gov/gate/planyourvisit/feesandreservations.htm


 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
National Park Service 

Gateway National Recreation Area 
Special Use Permit Compliance 

 
COMPLIANCE CHECKLIST FOR SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

 
Answering YES to one or more of these questions may require a NEPA review or other 

environmental or cultural resource review at the expense of the Permittee.  
 

NATURAL RESOURCES Yes No 

Will any activity disturb T&E species?   

Will this activity impact wildlife or affect their habitat in any way?   

Will ground disturbance such as hole digging and post installation 
occur? 

  

Will vegetation need to be cut or removed?   

Will any activity or staging occur outside of designated roads, trails, 
or recreational sites? 

  

Will motor vehicles be used on roads or locations that are not 
currently open to motor vehicles? 

  

Will any vehicle be larger than a 2 axle pickup truck?   

CULTURAL RESOURCES   

Will ground disturbance such as hole digging and post installation 
occur? 

  

Will entrance be requested into any structure that is not currently 
open to the public? 

  

SOCIOECONOMIC   

Will other visitors be excluded from the area being used?   

Will the NPS need to close lanes, stop traffic, or otherwise control 
traffic or parking? 

  

Will there be media coverage of any sort?   

Will signs or markers be posted anywhere in the park?   

Are any contractors or vendors being used to support the event?   

Will contractors be advertising or selling items?   

Will any type of advertisement be used during the event?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SAMPLE- CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 

 


