
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                    
 

National Park Service 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
 
Gateway National Recreation Area 
New Jersey / New York 

Gateway  
 
Visitor Programs and Events – Summer 2012 

Summer 2011 Gateway NRA Public Programs – Sandy Hook 

2012 Sandy Hook  
Beach Concerts 
 
June 13  The Nerds 
(Pop/Party Rock) 
 
June 20  Thom White and 
The Rogues (Rock/RB) 
 
June 27  Tim McLoone & 
The Shirleys (Rock/Americana) 
 
July 4  NO CONCERT 
 
July 11  Brian Kirk & 
The Jirks (Rock & Roll)  
 
July 18  Pat Guadagno & 
the Candle Brothers (Folk Rock) 
 
July 25  Motor City 
Review  (Motown/ R & B)  
 
August 1 The Haven 
(Classic Rock) 
 
August 8              Rain Date 
 
August 15 British Invasion 
Tribute (60’s British Invasion) 
 
August 22           Jobonanno & the 
Godsons of Soul (Rock & Roll) 
 
 
 
 

 

2012 Parking  
Fee Schedule 
 
Sandy Hook, N.J. 
 
Hours of Collection: 
7 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
 
Vehicles under 20 feet long  
Daily - $15 
Season - $75 
 
Vehicles over 20 feet long 
Daily - $30 
Season - $150 
 
 

28th Anniversary 
All Women 
Life Guard Tournament 
Wednesday, July 25 
Competition at 9:00 
 
Check in  7:30 a. m.  
Captains’ meeting  8:30  
Surfboat Challenge Race 9:00  
Other events follow 
 
Details,  registration, email:  
Carl_martinez@nps.gov, or for 
information call  800-678-7946. 
 

Sandy Hook Ferry Service  

Starting May 26, NY Waterway ferries will be transporting beachgoers to and 
from Manhattan and Sandy Hook by boat on weekends through Labor Day. 

The boat ride is a one-hour trip each way. Beachgoers can catch the ferries 
from two locations in New York City: the Midtown West Ferry Terminal at 
39th Street in the Hudson River Park; and the Downtown World Financial 
Center terminal at the foot of Vesey Street.  

There are will be five departures from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Return trips start at 3 
p.m. and leave Sandy Hook every hour until 7 p.m.  

Beach-goers from New Jersey get a free round-trip ferry pass between Port 
Imperial in Weehawken when they purchase a Sandy Hook ticket. Free ferry 
rides between 14th Street in Hoboken and West 39h Street in Manhattan are 
available with advance Sandy Hook ticket purchase. 

Schedules and fares are available at nywaterway.com or 1-800-53-FERRY 

 
 

 

Sandy Hook Unit 

mailto:Carl_martinez@nps.gov
http://middletown-nj.patch.com/articles/seasonal-rays-springtime-and-the-sun-was-shining-on-sandy-hook
http://nywaterway.com/
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Battery Gunnison/ 
New Peck Preserved 
Thursday – Saturday  
July 12 – 14  
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.  
The Army Ground Forces 
Association is a volunteer group in 
WWII era uniform performing 
restoration projects and 
interpreting Battery 
Gunnison/New Peck. Visitors are 
invited to stop by to chat and 
learn more about restoration of 
Battery Gunnison/New Peck, and 
the historic time period of 
July1943 during this 4-day work 
weekend. 
 
What is Living History? 
Battery Gunnison 
Saturday, July 14  
5 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Join a Ranger to learn about this 
interesting way of preserving 
history. Visitors will have the 
chance to look soldier’s 
equipment from World War II 
and ask questions about living the 
Army life at Fort Hancock in 1943, 
and how it is accurately 
represented in the 21st century. 
Information on volunteer 
opportunities at Sandy Hook will 
be provided.  
 
Stars of Sandy Hook 
Lighthouse Keepers Quarters, 
and car caravan to Beach Lot E 
Saturday, July 21 
8:30 p.m. – 10 p.m.  
Join a ranger and learn how to 
read a star chart and how to find 
the most brilliant stars of the night 
by “Star Hopping.” After this 
presentation several telescopes 
will be set up in beach parking lot 
E to view the Stars of Sandy Hook. 
Call (732) 872-5970 to make 
reservations. 
 
Monmouth County 
Audubon Society  
Bird Walk ♥  
Visitors Center Parking Lot  
Thursday, July 26th  
6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Join us for an evening bird walk of 
Sandy Hook. Bring binoculars, 
insect repellant, and wear 
comfortable shoes. Free. 2 miles 
 
 

Summer Solstice Walk  
on Sandy Hook ♥ 
Meet at Guardian Park 
Wednesday, June 21  
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
Take a two mile stroll on the 
Hook on the longest day of the 
year. You can also bring a dinner, 
sit on the Society’s front porch 
and enjoy the sunset 
beforehand. A special tour inside a 
gun battery may be included.  
Free: Call 732-291-0055 to 
reserve. 2 miles 

Night Hike ♥ 
Meet at Parking Lot C 
Thursday, June 28 
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Explore various parts of Sandy 
Hook’s ecosystem and history 
with this summer’s series of night 
hikes. This night’s one mile hike 
features bayside exploration 
during the high season for 
horseshoe crab sightings. Don’t 
forget to wear good sand/walking 
shoes and bug repellent. Free, but 
reservations required, call (732) 
872 – 5970. 1 mile 
  

July 
 
Fort Hancock Bike Tour ♥ 
Monday, July 2 
5 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Ferry Landing 
Bring your bike and join a ranger-
guided tour highlighting the 
batteries, historic structures and 
beaches of Sandy Hook. Call (732) 
872 – 5970 to make reservations. 3 
miles 
 
Family Night - A Seining 
Adventure with  
American Littoral Society 
July 12 & 26 
6p.m. – 8 p.m.  
Meet at Building No. 18 
After a short talk on the Society’s 
front porch, you will head over to 
Horseshoe Cove to do some old-
fashioned seining. Children help 
pull the nets in, and observe the 
catch in holding tanks before 
releasing them back to the bay. 
$10 per Member Family; $25 per 
Non-Member Family. Call (732) 
291 – 0055 to reserve. 
 
 

June 
 
Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Quarters Art Exhibit: 
Sharon Hathaway  
June 2 – August 3 
Open for viewing during LHKQ 
operating hours. 
Local artist Sharon Hathaway likes 
to gather subject matter for her 
detailed beautiful paintings while 
taking long walks on the Jersey Bay 
Shore.  “My goal in painting 
landscapes is to invite the viewer 
into the painting.  I’m sure you will 
recognize many of my favorite 
spots from Sandy Hook and the 
Bay Shore.  I invite you to take a 
walk with me through my 
paintings.” 
   
Campfire on the Beach 
Visitor Center (between Lot D 
and Lot E) 
Friday, June 15  
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Sing silly Sandy Hook songs, and 
hear true stories from days of yore 
surrounding the history and 
mysteries of the Hook. Participants 
are encouraged to bring beach 
blankets or chairs, snacks, bug 
spray, family and friends! Free. Call 
(732)872-5970 for more 
information. 
 
Fort Hancock Bike Tour ♥ 
Monday, June 18 
5 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Ferry Landing 
Bring your bike and join a ranger-
guided tour highlighting the 
batteries, historic structures and 
beaches of Sandy Hook. Call for 
reservations, (732) 872-5970. 3 
miles 
 
Monmouth County 
Audubon Society  
Bird Walk ♥ 
Visitors Center Parking Lot  
Thursday, June 21  
6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Join us for an evening bird walk  of 
Sandy Hook. Bring binoculars, 
insect repellant, and wear 
comfortable shoes. Free. 2 miles 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Campfire on the Beach 
Visitor Center (between Lot D 
and Lot E) 
Friday, July 27  
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Sing silly Sandy Hook songs, and 
hear true stories from days of yore 
surrounding the history and 
mysteries of the Hook. Participants 
are encouraged to bring beach 
blankets or chairs, snacks, bug 
spray, family and friends! Free. Call 
(732) 872 – 5970 for more 
information.  
 

August 
 
Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Quarters Art Exhibit:  
Sally Brandenburg  
August 4 – September 29 
Open for viewing during LHKQ 
operating hours. 
Sally is an award winning member 
of the New Jersey Watercolor 
Society, the Garden State 
Watercolor Society, and American 
Artist Professional League New 
Jersey Chapter. She paints land and 
seascapes, people, and flowers. 
Sally has taught watercolor classes 
for twenty five years at the Guild of 
Creative Art in Shrewsbury New 
Jersey. Her work can be seen in 
corporate and private collections 
from California to the East coast. 
Work by Sally’s students will also 
be featured in this show. 
 
Family Night – A Seining 
Adventure  
Meet at Building No. 18 
Thursdays, August 9 & 23  
6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
After a short talk on the Society’s 
front porch, head over to 
Horseshoe Cove to do some old-
fashioned seining. Children help 
pull the nets in, and observe the 
catch in holding tanks before 
releasing them back to the bay. 
This is an education for all who 
attend, but especially for children. 
$10 per Member Family; $25 per 
Non-Member Family. Call (732) 
291 – 0055 to reserve.  
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Monmouth County 
Audubon Society  
Bird Walk  ♥ 
Meet at Visitors Center  
Parking Lot  
Thursday, August 23  
6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Join us for an evening bird walk  of 
Sandy Hook. Bring binoculars, 
insect repellant, and wear 
comfortable shoes. Free. 2 miles 
 
Shore Birds and  
Wild Edibles 
Parking Lot M 
Saturday, August 25 
9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
Hike the sandy trails of Sandy 
Hook and identify edible plants 
along the way. Once at the tip, 
observe the unique shore birds 
feeding on mud flats. Afterwards, 
head up to the hawk watch 
platform for a birds-eye view of the 
Hook. Bring binoculars, walking 
shoes, and sunscreen. Cost: $5 per 
person. Call 732-291-0055 for 
more information. 
 

Weekday Programs 
 
Monday 
  
Canoe Program 
Meet at Sandy Hook Visitor 
Center 
Monday mornings starting June 
18th - August 13th  
9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Take a two-mile morning paddle to 
explore Sandy Hook bay from an 
ideal vantage point—the water 
itself. Rangers guide you on a two 
and a half hour tour of the bayside 
waters and Skeleton Hill Island. 
Free, call 732-872-5970 to make 
reservations. 
 
Tuesdays 
 
Bunker of the Week 
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. in July and August 
Look at the Bunker of the Week 
section for meeting place and name 
of destination. 
 
Junior Ranger  
For kids ages 7- 12  
 
 
 
 

Junior Ranger  
Horseshoe Crab 
Lot B  
Tuesday, June 19    
Find, see and feel some living 
fossils from the age of dinosaurs 
that are still swimming along the 
shores today, and aid the survival 
of the horseshoe crab by hands-on 
participation in “Horseshoe Crab 
Rehab.” 
  
Junior Ranger  
Lene-Lenape Scavenger Hunt 
Meet at the Visitor Center  
Tuesday, June 26  
Learn about the Lenni-Lenape 
Indian tribe and try your hand at 
some traditional Lenape 
craftsmanship and games. 
 
See Junior Ranger section below for 
additional listing of other programs, 
page 5. 
 
Thursdays  
 
Junior Jr. Ranger 
For kids 2 – 5 years old  
See Junior Jr. Ranger section for 
rotating schedule of programs. 
 
Fridays 
 
Canoe Program 
Meet at Sandy Hook  
Visitor Center 
June 22th – August 17 
9:30 am – 12 p.m. 
Take a two-mile morning paddle to 
explore Sandy Hook bay from an 
ideal vantage point—the water 
itself. Rangers guide you on a 2 and 
a half hour tour of the bayside 
waters and Skeleton Hill Island. 
Free, but reservations required. 
Call (732) 872 – 5970 to make 
yours. 
 
Crustacean of the Day 
Beach Area E 
June 22 – August 24 
1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Rangers reveal fun facts and 
provide a hands-on crustacean 
pool to share with beachgoers of all 
ages. Drop in for a little while or a 
long while in the afternoons at 
Beach Area E at to see what 
creatures there are to learn about. 
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Sandy Hook  
Contact Stations 
 
Sandy Hook Visitor Center 
Daily 
9 a.m. – 5p.m. 
The Visitor Center is in the 
historic Spermaceti Cove Life-
Saving Station and features 
exhibits. Call (732) 872 – 5970. 
 
History House 
Weekends  
1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
An 1898 lieutenant’s quarters on 
"Officers Row" overlooking Sandy 
Hook Bay is furnished to the 
1940s, the busiest time at Fort 
Hancock. 
 
Sandy Hook Lighthouse 
and Keepers Quarters 
Open daily 
1 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
Tours are first-come, first-served. 
Visitors must be 48 inches tall to 
climb the tower. Sign up in the 
1883 Keeper’s Quarters for 
lighthouse tours, and see exhibits 
on New Jersey lighthouses, the 
rotating art exhibit, and visit the 
gift shop. Grounds and video in 
adjacent barn are always open. 
Groups must make advance 
reservations. Call the Visitor 
Center for more information. 
 
Battery Potter 
Saturdays in June, July and 
August  
1 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Explore and tour Sandy Hook’s 
oldest gun battery, and the first 
concrete gun battery ever built, 
completed in 1895.  
technology of the time period, two 
six inch M1900 seacoast defense 
guns, and a working plotting room. 
 

Mortar Battery 
Sundays in June, July, and 
August  
1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
The 1890 Sandy Hook Mortar 
Battery was among the first 
Endicott-style concrete gun 
batteries built on Sandy Hook as 
part of New York Harbor defense 
against attack from the sea. 
 
Battery Gunnison/New 
Peck in World War II 
Saturdays in June, July and 
August 
1p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Visit with park rangers and Army 
Ground Forces Association 
members in WWII uniform and 
learn about Battery 
Gunnison/New Peck in 1943, and 
its role in defending against Nazi 
Germany’s navy in WWII. 
Functional exhibits include 
technology of the time period, 
two six inch M1900 seacoast 
defense guns, and a working 
plotting room. 
 
Nike Missile Radar Site 
Meet at Parking Lot L 
Saturdays, June 16, July 7, July 
28, August 18 
Sundays, June 3, June 24, July 
15, August 5, August 26  
12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Tour the site where radar once 
guided missiles that protected 
New York City, with tours given 
by actual Fort Hancock Nike 
veterans as well as veterans from 
other Nike sites. 
 
 

Receive this guide 
electronically 
If you would like to receive this 
program guide, published four 
times a year electronically, 
please email 
Charles_Markis@nps.gov; put 
‘program guide’ in the subject 
line. Thanks for your interest! 
 

40th Anniversary 
Celebration Series in 
Honor of Gateway 
 
Bunker of the Week  
Every Tuesday in July and 
August (except July 3) 
7 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Tour a different battery every 
week with a park ranger and 
learn about its significance in 
American Harbor Defense. Bring 
a flashlight, insect repellant and 
wear sturdy, closed-toe shoes. 
 
July 10  
Nine Gun Battery  
Meet at K Lot. 
 
July 17  
Battery Granger 
Meet at the Lighthouse 
 
July 24  
Battery Mills  
Meet at the Visitor Center 
Parking Lot. 
 
July 31 
Battery Lewis and Battery 
219/Hartshorne Woods  
Meet at Visitor Center Parking 
Lot 
 
August 7  
Battery Potter  
Meet at the Lighthouse. 
 
August 14  
Mortar Battery  
Meet at the Lighthouse. 
 
August 21  
Battery Mills 
Meet at the Visitor Center 
Parking Lot. 
 
August 28  
Battery Peck 
Meet at Lot M. 
 

mailto:Charles_Markis@nps.gov
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Junior Ranger 
Programs 
 Ages 7-11 
The program is being offered from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., on most 
Tuesdays between June 19 and 
August 21, 2012. Parents are asked 
to accompany their children for 
the duration of the programs. In-
park travel between sites is 
required for some programs. All 
programs are free, but reservations 
are required. Call 732-872-5970 to 
make reservations and for any 
questions you might have. 
 

Junior Ranger  
Piping Plover 
North Beach Pavilion; 
Tuesday July 10 
Become a plover investigator and 
learn about predators threatening 
plover chick survival; a spotting 
scope will be available to observe 
these bird.  
 

Junior Ranger Firefighter 
Fire Station #2; near Lighthouse 
Tuesday, July 24 
Participants will  learn about 
firefighting and historic equipment 
and be able to climb on a pumper 
truck to see its workings.  
 

Junior Ranger  
Artillery Corps 
Meet at Battery Gunnison 
Tuesday July 31 
Learn about  a WWII coast defense 
battery through participation, 
including how to load a 6”  gun. 
 

Junior Ranger  
Marine Invader 
Meet at Sandy Hook Visitor 
Center: Group caravan to 
Horseshoe Cove 
Tuesday, July 3 and Tuesday, 
August 14 
Participate in hands-on Citizen 
Scientist work by helping rangers 
find, catch, identify and track the 
Asian Shore Crab, and explore its 
potential impact on native crab 
species. Parents must stay with 
their children for the duration of 
the program: Driving to 2 sites 
within the park is necessary. 
Additional Junior Ranger programs for June 19 
and 26 listed above on page 3.   

Junior Junior Ranger 
Programs  
Ages 2-4 
Jr. Junior Ranger is a program 
designed for 2-5 year olds to learn 
about habitats and history on Sandy 
Hook. The program is being offered 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. weekly on 
most Thursdays between June 21 
and August 23.  A hands-on craft 
activity is built into every lesson. 
Parents are required to accompany 
their children for the entire 
program. Space is limited, call (732) 
872 – 5970 to make a reservation.  
 
Splishy, Splashy, Squishy: Let’s 
Go Seining!  
Thursday, June 21 
Meet at Horseshoe Cove. 

 
Firefighting for “Little 
Squirts:” Jr. Junior Ranger 
Firefighter  
Thursday, June 28 
Meet at Fire Station Number 2 
(across the street from the Sandy 
Hook Lighthouse.) 
  
Surf, Sand, and Shells; Beach 
Habitats and Sandcasting  
Thursday, July 5  
Meet at Guardian Park. 
  
Animal Tracking  
Thursday, July 12  
Meet at Guardian Park  
Investigate animal signs and animal 
tracks. 
 
Birds, Beaks, and Feathers  
Thursday, July 26  
Meet at Guardian Park 
Learn about bird adaptations.  
      
Explore a Lighthouse, Then 
Build Your Own!  
Thursday, August 9   
Meet at the Sandy Hook 
Lighthouse Keeper’s Quarters  
We will car caravan to Twin Lights 
State Historic Site. Bring a picnic 
lunch (weather permitting). 
 
Last Seine of the Season  
Thursday, August 23 
Meet at Horseshoe Cove. 
 


