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Winter at Gateway

Winter is a good time to visit the
park... the landscape has
changed—the leaves are down
and you can see things you could
not see before. There are
different forms of wildlife and it
is fascinating to see the variety of
species that appear. For the last
two winters we have been
fortunate to see snowy owls,
visitors from the arctic, at both
Sandy Hook and Floyd Bennett
Field, perhaps they will reappear
this winter. Just make sure to
dress appropriately since the
temperature at the shore can be at
least ten degrees colder than
elsewhere, and the wind chill
makes it seem even colder.
Check the listings below for the
walks and hikes and events we
have scheduled and join us.

Photo Contest Update

We know you are all anxious to
see the photo contest exhibit.
Here’s the back story: Our dry
mount press used to mount the
photos for display died this
summer, and we were unable to
get it repaired, so we have
purchased a new one. As soon as
the new 220v electrical line is run
we will be able to get it going.
Thanks to all the photographers
and interested parties for their
patience. As soon as we can we
will create the exhibit and have
the opening and award
presentation at the Jamaica Bay
Wildlife Refuge. Please watch for
the announcement of the opening.

Jamaica Bay Wildlife

Refuge Winter Schedule
Schedule change for the Jamaica
Bay Wildlife Refuge Visitor
Center: Beginning December 29,
2014, the Wildlife Refuge will be
closed on Monday and Tuesday and
open from 9am to 4:30pm
Wednesday to Sunday. Closed Jan
1 for the New Year Day holiday.
The grounds are open on a daily
basis from dawn to dusk.

Ryan Visitor Center

Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn
Open seven days

Open 9am to 4:30pm

Grounds open dawn to dusk

Do you receive email notifications of
Gateway’s programs and events? If
you are not on our mailing list and
would like to be, please send a
message to Charles Markis@nps.gov,
with ‘program guide’ in the subject
line and we will add you.

This wonderful winter photo of the Sandy
Hook Lighthouse by Robert Hillman was
one of the top contenders in the Gateway
Photo Contest.

Winter 2014 -2015
Programs

Winter Waterfowl
Workshop

NYC Audubon

Saturday, December 6
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge -
Queens

10am-1pm

Meet at the Jamaica Bay Wildlife
Refuge for slide presentation
followed by a walk around the
refuge to observe the different
species of waterfowl. Reservations;
718-474-0896; or e-mail:
donriepe@gmail.com. ¥ 2 miles.

The ¥ symbol denotes a hike or walk
of moderate activity. Come enjoy
nature and the park as you get some
exercise.
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December 7, 1941...

In New York

Floyd Bennett Field - Brooklyn
Hangar B

Sunday, December 7

llam -12pm

December 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor
Day, started out as just another
Sunday in New York City. By
the time the sun set, the city, and
the world, would be very
different places. Join a park
ranger to find out how.

Winter Hike for
Relaxation and

Meditation

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge -
Queens

Sunday, December 7

1:30 - 3:00 p.m.

Join The Center for Anti-
Violence Education staff for a
winter nature walk, which will
incorporate elements from the
gentle, meditative martial arts of
Tai Chi and Qi Gong, both of
which are low-impact and
combine breath with movement.
These exercises are practiced for
relaxation, centering and stress
reduction. Treat yourself to a
period of calm in nature.
www.caeny.org Bus Q52, Q53,
A train to Broad Channel. 718-
318-4340. w 1.5 miles.

Experience the Year’'s
Lowest Tide at Fort

Tilden

Building 1 at Fort Tilden -
Queens

Sunday, December 21

Noon - 2 p.m.

The sun, moon and earth are in
position today to create one of
the year’s lowest tides. Explore
the intertidal zone and walk the
sea floor with American Littoral
Society naturalist, Mickey
Maxwell Cohen, author

of Adventures at the Beach to

observe the usually hidden
biological treasures from beyond
the tides. This is an American
Littoral Society/Gateway
partnership program. « 2 miles.

Have a Hoot, Junior

Rangers

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge -
Queens

Sunday, December 28

1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Junior Rangers are invited to an owl
adventure. We will dissect owl
pellets and learn about the owls
residing in our backyard. Be
prepared to take a hike along the
west pond trail to search for owl
habitat. Bus Q52, Q53, A train to
Broad Channel. 718-318-4340

Jamaica Bay Origami
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge -
Queens

Wednesday, December 31

2:00 -3:30 p.m.

Did you know that origami came
from the Japanese words “oru”
meaning “to fold” and “Kami”
meaning “paper”? Learn more
about this relaxing art and create
animals found in and around
Jamaica Bay. Bus Q52, Q53, A
train to Broad Channel. 718-318-
4340.

New Year's Day Walk

Fort Tilden — Queens

Thursday, January 1

1lam

Meet at Bldg.1 in Fort Tilden for a
brisk hike along the beach. Visit the
hawk watch platform for great
views of beach and bay and enjoy
champagne, coffee & cake
afterwards at the Rockaway Artists
Alliance building. For more info
call 718- 474-0896; e-

mail: donriepe@gmail.com. This is
a partnership program with the
American Littoral Society and
Gateway. ¥1.5 miles.

The Prepared Paddler
Floyd Bennett Field - Brooklyn
Ryan Visitors Center

Monday, January 5

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Interested in going paddling in
Jamaica Bay? Get an overview
of paddling best practices. Learn
about the skills and equipment
you will need, so you can plan
your next trip. Space is limited;
call 718-338-3799 to make a
reservation.

Howard Hughes

Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn
Ryan Visitor Center

Sunday, January 11
11am.-12 p.m.

A presentation and discussion of
the record — setting aviator’s
career, featuring the many flights
he made from Floyd Bennett
Field and the role aviation
played in the films that he
produced.

Perspectives: Jamaica
Bay Wildlife

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge -
Queens

Sunday, January 11

2:00 p.m.

Hanem Abouelezz, Biologist and
Naturalist for Gateway will discuss
the various species of wildlife that
live in the bay and how the efforts
to monitor these species have
influenced the protection and
preservation. 718-318-4340.

Explore the Mysterious
Back Woods at Fort

Tilden

Building 1 at Fort Tilden -
Queens

Sunday, January 18

10 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

The leaves have fallen and the
mysteries of the “back woods” at
Ft.Tilden are now

revealed. Walk the woods with


mailto:%20718-%20474-0896
mailto:donriepe@gmail.com

American Littoral Society
naturalist Mickey Maxwell Cohen
to search for signs of winter
wildlife and little-known historic
fortifications of World War Il. An
American Littoral
Society/Gateway partnership
program. ¥1.5 miles.

Perspectives: Water

Quality of Jamaica Bay
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge -
Queens

Sunday, January 18

2:00 p.m.

Mark Ringenary, Water Resources
Specialist & Environmental
Scientist, will use his lens of
scientist and chemist to show how
the water quality and environment
have changed over time and
discuss the threats that are still
being thrust upon the bay. 718-
318-4340.

Perspectives: Geography

of Jamaica Bay

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge -
Queens

Sunday, January 25

2:00 p.m.

718-318-4340

Mark Christiano, Geographic
Information Specialist will provide
a look at how the geography of
Jamaica Bay has changed over
time, demonstrating the loss of salt
marsh, shore line changes, and the
effects of restoration. 718-318-
4340.

Recycling Effort WW I

“Get In The Scrap”

Ryan Visitor Center - Brooklyn
Floyd Bennett Field

Thursday, January 29
3-4pm.

Recycling is not a new idea.
During World War 11, children on
the home front helped the war
effort by collecting scrap and even
donated some of their own toys.
Children, aged eight to eleven, join
us for a fun afternoon learning

about some of the things they
collected and create your own
WWII poster.

Dead Horse Bay, New
York's Best Kept

Secret Place

Floyd Bennett Field - Brooklyn
Main Entrance Ranger Station
Sunday, February 1

10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Hike the trails and shoreline of
Dead Horse Bay with Mickey
Maxwell Cohen, American
Littoral Society naturalist, author
of Discovering the Trails of Dead
Horse Bay. Explore the nature and
fascinating history of this little
known area. Sturdy footwear is
essential. ¥ 2 miles.

Ensign Oscar W. Holmes,

USN

Floyd Bennett Field - Brooklyn
Ryan Visitor Center

Sunday, February 1
11a.m.-12 p.m.

Join a park ranger for a Black
History Month program, to hear
the amazing story of Oscar W.
Holmes, the U.S. Navy’s first
African — American aviator, and
his connection Floyd Bennett
Field.

Perspectives:

History of Jamaica Bay
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge -
Queens

Sunday, February 1

2:00 p.m.

Dan Hendrick, author, historian
and filmmaker, provides a pictorial
overview of Jamaica Bay showing
pictures and images he gathered for
his book, Jamaica Bay, (Arcadia
Press, 2006). His program will
provide an historical perspective
over a long period. Bus: Q52,
Q53; A train to Broad Channel.
718-318-4340.

Winter Survival

Wildlife Walk

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge -
Queens

Saturday, February 7th
10am-1pm

Meet at the Jamaica Bay
Wildlife Refuge for a slide
presentation and walk to look for
overwintering birds and other
wildlife. See many species of
ducks, geese and winter finches.
Leader: Don Riepe.
Reservations: 718-474-0896; e-
mail: donriepe@gmail.com.
American Littoral Society &
Gateway program. ¥ 2 miles.

Terrapin Talk

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge —
Queens

Sunday, February 8
1-2:00pm

What’s new with the terrapins of
Jamaica bay? Volunteers have
been studying Jamaica Bay
terrapins since 1998, and we’ve
learned a lot about their nesting
ecology, diet, and

hatchlings. Turns out some
surprising things are going

on! This talk will bring you up
to date with our latest findings
and what’s going on over at JFK
airport. We’ll also go over the
role of volunteers and our plans
for future projects. 718-318-
4340. Bus: Q52, Q53; A train to
Broad Channel.

Bessie Coleman

Ryan Visitor Center, Brooklyn
Floyd Bennett Field

Monday, February 16, 2015
1-2 p.m.

Bessie Coleman, pioneer aviator,
was the first female African-
American pilot. Children, ages
four to seven, help celebrate
Black History Month, by joining
us for a story about Bessie’s life.
For more information call 718-
338-3799.
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Junior Ranger Hike
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge —
Queens

Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs.,
February 16 — 19,

2- 3:00 p.m.

Junior Rangers, ages 7-11, gear
up for a winter hike through our
trails. Remember to pack your
binoculars, journal and wear
warm clothing. Information 718-
318-4340. (2 miles). Bus: Q52,
Q53; A train to Broad Channel.
JBWR will be open on Mon. and
Tues. for these hikes.

Golden Age Discovery
Zone

WW Il Nose Art

Ryan Visitor Center - Brooklyn
Floyd Bennett Field

Thursday, February 19
1p.m-2p.m.

World War 11 pilots painted
graffiti-like designs on the nose
of their planes. Children join us
for a visit to the Ryan Visitor
Center to learn about nose art and
design a nose art picture of your
own. For more information call
718-338-3799.

Balance Challenge for

Children

Floyd Bennett Field - Brooklyn
Ryan Visitors Center
Thursday, February 19

1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Balance and flexibility are
important parts of healthy living.
Children ages 6 — 12 will enjoy a
host of fun balance and flexibility
exercises that they can also do at
home. Space is limited; call
718/338 3799 to make a
reservation.

Harp Petting Zoo for Kids
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge —
Queens
Sunday, February 22
3 -4:00pm
It’s winter and we don’t have a lot
of wildlife around but come to see
what strange beasts these are.
Harpist Mia Theodoratus will
bring a variety of instruments for
demonstration. See a pedal harp, a
Celtic harp, an electric harp. Kids
with an inquisitive mind and clean
hands can examine instruments. A
performance by the ensemble will
conclude the program.

---end---

Continuing Programs

Walking Tour of

Hangar B

Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn
Hangar B

Sundays, 2 — 3:30 p.m.

Join a park ranger and discover
Floyd Bennett Field’s rich aviation
history, on a walking tour of this
historic World War Il hangar, and
the aircraft found inside. The
hangar is not heated, so dress for
the weather. Program will be
cancelled in the event of snow.

Cross Country Skiing
Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn
Aviator Sports Parking Lot

First Snowfall

Follow the cross country ski trail
through the North 40. A National
Park Service Ranger will cut a track
at first snow. Call 718 338 3799
for trail conditions.

Kayak Volunteer Corps

Sunrise Paddles
Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn
Seaplane Ramp
Variable Weekday Mornings
6:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.
If you are already a prepared four
season paddler and would like to
kayak with other skilled paddlers,
join our Kayak Volunteer Corps.
Stay in good form and be ready to
share your skills this spring with
the public paddling program. Please
call 718 338-3799, for more
information.

---end---




