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KEY IDEAS 

 
• Jamaica Bay has undergone significant socio-environmental 

change. 
 
• Jamaica Bay communities have had a longstanding commitment 

and attachment to the estuary, despite socio-environmental change. 
 
• Community involvement in environmental decision-making is key 

to building resiliency. 
 



Courtesy marshmakers.blogspot.com 
 



EARLY SUBSISTENCE  
IN JAMAICA BAY 



Courtesy of Queens Borough Library, Reproduced by Daniel Hendrick (2006) 



Courtesy The New York Times 



RECREATION & RESOURCE 
EXTRACTION 



Courtesy www.lancasterhistory.org  



Courtesy The New York Times 

Courtesy Daniel Hendrick Courtesy Queens Courier 



Courtesy Joseph Lanzone, Reproduced by Daniel Hendrick (2006) Courtesy nycedges.com  



Canarsie Fishing 1914, Photo: OldCanarsie.com 



Courtesy The Rockaway Siren 

Museum of the City of New York, Print Archives. Reproduced in 
Miller, Benjamin (2000).  



Courtesy Queens Magazine, Reproduced by Daniel Hendrick (2006) 



INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

Courtesy Eco-watchers 



Courtesy The New York Times 



Courtesy http://geocitiessites.com/floyd_bennett_field/1930s.html 





Courtesy nycparks.gov Courtesy Brooklyn Public Library 



Courtesy Nathan Kensinger Courtesy of Code Environmental Services 



Courtesy of Brooklyn College, CUNY 



RECREATION & RESTORATION 









CONTINUITY & CHANGE IN 
JAMAICA BAY COMMUNITIES  





Mill Basin, Brooklyn Meadowmere, Queens 



Larry Seaman, Jr. Photo: Ben Gibberd One More Cast, Salt Water Fishing Charters, 
Photo: One More Cast 



Pumpout boat, Photo: NY/NJ Baykeeper NPS Ranger, Photo: Gateway National 
Recreation Area 



Bird Blind at Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, Broad 
Channel 

Boat Races, Gerritsen Beach Brooklyn 



Courtesy Nate Kensinger Photo: Robert Fieseler/The Brooklyn Ink 



Remnants from Hindu Religious Rituals, North Channel Bridge 



DEFENDING THE BAY: 
COMMUNITY AND 

ECOSYSTEM RESILIENCY 





Courtesy The New York Times 



Fresh Creek Nature Preserve, Canarsie Brooklyn Beach Clean-up, North Channel Bridge 



Courtesy Don Riepe 
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