WWII Lesson Plan #5- Floyd Bennett Field during WWII

Aim:  What role did NYC and Floyd Bennett Field play during the 2nd World War?

Instructional Objectives:

Students will be able to: (SWBAT)

- Identify the various roles of FBF as a fortification of NY Harbor, during WWII.

- Give examples of the various ways New Yorkers contributed to the war effort, at home.

· Contextualize how conflicts of the past compare to those of today.

Standards: Common Core (as listed in the NYCDOE websites)
ELA standards for grades 6-12)
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading: 1, 2,3,4,7,8,9,11
Reading Standards for Informational Text 6-12: 1,2,3,4, 7,8,9
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing: 1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9,10, 11
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening: 1,2,3,4,5,6
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language: 1,2,3,4,6
Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6-12
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for reading: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,10
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing: 1,2,3,4,5,7,8,9
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening: 1,2,3,4,5,6
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Historical Information For Teachers

	Floyd Bennett Field was commissioned as a naval base in 1941.  Though the Navy’s presence began there in the 1930’s, the instillation would eventually become one of the busiest of the entire war.  During the war, Floyd Bennett Field served as a testing, training, and operations facility for the Navy and Coast Guard.  Because of its proximity to the war production facilities of the tri-state area, its largest contribution was that of a ferrying station for planes on route to combat zones.  Before being authorized for combat, these planes would have to be test flown on the field’s runways.  Anti-submarine patrols were also regularly led out of the facility.  It’s location at the edge of America’s greatest metropolitan area put it in a prime spot to defend the commercial fleets that were on route to and from New York Harbor.  Both men and women served at the field and its story serves as a prime example of New York City’s participation in the Second World War.  

Do Now/Motivation: (5min) “What makes NYC so important as a military target? Why would an enemy of the United States seek to attack NYC over other American cities?”  NYC is the economic capital of the United States and the world.  It is home to Wall Street, the commodities exchange, and headquarters of many of the world’s most powerful corporations and banks.  It also is America’s largest city, with a population approaching 10 million people.  Therefore a successful military attack on the city would not only cause a great loss of life, but also has the potential to disrupt the national and global economy. This should bring to mind 9-11. 

Agenda:

Act 1: “Nature of the Enemy” Discussion (10min) (Start with the prompt) “The United States is currently fighting two wars abroad.  How many of you feel that our enemies in Iraq and Afghanistan pose a threat to us at home in NYC today?”  Most students should agree that our enemies do pose a threat and some students will certainly mention “terrorists” as that threat.  Once the class establishes the threat of “terrorists” as the primary danger facing us today, ask the students to go back in time and imagine how our enemies, the Japanese, Germans, and Italians, during WWII may have varied from those we are facing today.  They should be able to deduce that during WWII, we were fighting entire nations instead of small organizations of fighters.  Once that fact is established, ask them, 

1) “How would we prepare differently when fighting wars with entire nations than those with small terrorist cells?”  
2) “Do you think the public felt more at-risk during WWII or today?”  The wars we are fighting today feel so far away to most Americans.  This was not the case during WWII.  Nearly every American had to sacrifice during WWII, whether it through rationing, buying war bonds, or military service.  This is the idea we are trying to bring forth.  Following the question project the two different images on the board or via PPT and explain what they are.

1) Mickey Mouse Gas Mask
2) Air Raid Instructions

Then ask: “What do these images tell us about American attitudes during the WWII?”  Students should overwhelmingly reply, that the danger was viewed as immediate and widespread.  People were preparing for a mass invasion of American soil and the threat was perceived as real.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:frankcafarella:Desktop:tumblr_llgwibn02z1qdl9q3o1_500.jpg][image: Macintosh HD:Users:frankcafarella:Desktop:airraidnstructions.jpg]


Transitional Question:  “In preparation for a war of this nature, what would you do as a leader to ensure the safety of the nation?”  Students should suggest such measures as building bases, planes, the tools of war, as well as recruiting soldiers, etc.…  Once students have brainstormed aloud the different strategies leaders traditionally employ in protecting their nations, move on to the mini-lesson.  




Mini-Lesson: (5 min)
Project image on board and prompt, “What does this headline signify?”

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:frankcafarella:Desktop:1207_big.gif]

Students should be able to draw off of prior knowledge and conclude Pearl Harbor, but given that we are 70 years removed from the event, the response may not be resounding.  
Once Pearl Harbor is established, give students the basic narrative of the conflict.  “War breaks out in Europe in when Germany invades Poland in 1939.  This act of aggression draws Great Britain and France into the war.  There is a strong desire to remain neutral among Americans, which has been reinforced by congress and the president by the signing of the “Neutrality Acts” in 1935, 1936’, 1937’, and 1939.  These acts prohibited the United States from shipping arms to any of the belligerent nations.  This stance becomes harder to maintain, however, as the war drags on in 1941 congress amends the acts and allows for the sale and loan of armaments to U.S. allies.  Yet, in name America remains neutral until December 7th 1941, when Japan attacks Pearl Harbor.  Overnight the focus of the entire nation is defeating fascism in Europe and Asia.  The entire country is asked to sacrifice normality and give to the war effort and every American feels the impact of the war at home.”  The following activity will bring out that impact through the example of NYC and FBF.

Act 2: (20min) Students Read Secondary Source and Answer Questions. Students should read the following secondary source as individuals in a reflective manner.  In the interest of paper conservation students could be paired together, though the ideal scenario is one in which they work alone.  After reading they should answer the prompts individually in their notebook.  When time is allotted for this the class can reconvene to address the questions as a whole.  The idea is to bring out the importance of Floyd Bennett Fields role in WWII and connect it to the conflicts of today.  Even if separated by centuries the themes of war are universal.  An examination of this not too distant past will only reinforce the individual’s abilities to draw conclusions about future and present conflicts.

*Secondary source and questions are found on the following page.


Reading:

	NYC did more than just provide the WWII effort with soldiers.  Many people who were unable to go and fight abroad volunteered to protect the nation, at home.  Over 400,000 New Yorkers applied to be air raid wardens.  Air wardens made sure citizens knew where their local bomb shelters were in the event of an air raid and patrolled the city’s skies by scanning it from rooftops for suspicious aircraft.  During “blackout drills,” in which private residences and businesses were required to turn off their lights to make the city less visible to enemy bombers, it was the air wardens that walked the streets making sure that New Yorkers were complying with blackout protocol.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:frankcafarella:Desktop:air-raid-warden.jpg]
 	For those who wanted to work towards an allied victory, there was also an opportunity to earn money.  At the close the end of the war, thousands of New Yorkers were employed in wartime industries.  75,000 alone worked at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, building some of the nations great ships of war.  The industrial mobilization was so large that by 1944, of all the workers employed in wartime industries, 134,000 were women.  The roles that women played in the war effort went well beyond that of the factory.  Many women also served in the military.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:frankcafarella:Desktop:women_aluminum_shells_wwii.jpg]

	
At Floyd Bennett Field, Naval WAVES (Woman Accepted for Volunteer Exceptional Service) provided the U.S. military with invaluable services to the war effort. WAVES functioned much like their male counterparts in the Navy, though they were initially forbidden to serve on combat ships or aircraft.  WAVES were trained in specialized roles such as, aviation mechanics, shore patrol, marksmanship, logistics, and air-traffic control.  Just like male military trainees, they were expected to march and adhere to the same rigorous military discipline.  In New York City, overall 80,000 WAVES were trained and served at Hunter College and Floyd Bennett Field.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/10/01/answers-about-world-war-ii-in-new-york-part-ii/
] 
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Floyd Bennett Field played a great role in America’s war effort.  This process began even prior to the United States entering of the war.  Floyd Bennett field served as facility for Navy personnel beginning in when the airport was dedicated.  By 1941, over 2,000 men applied to be Naval Reserve Aviation Cadets at Floyd Bennett Field.  In order to serve these patriotic men had to be between the ages of 21 and 27, with a minimum of 2 years of college experience.  Young men were so eager to join this select group that by 1940, there was a waiting list of over 400 for admission.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  “Talk of the Town. Hangar No. 1,” The New Yorker. Robert Lewis Taylor. July 27, 1940 p. 34] 

	When the war became official activity at Floyd Bennett Field intensified.  With the constant threat of enemy bombardment and fear of invasion, Floyd Bennett Field became an important piece in the defense of the New York City metropolitan area.  Naval Airbase- New York was a vital staging ground for the ferrying of aircraft to combat theatres in the Atlantic, where they could be used in battle.
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Once Nazi Germany declared, “unrestricted submarine warfare,” which meant they would attack both the military and commercial vessels of their enemies, anti-submarine patrols out of Floyd Bennett Field became a daily activity to ensure that all vessels approaching New York harbor would dock safely.  Though most of the fighting took place thousands of miles from NYC, the battlefield began right in the waters off the coast.  This reality was made evident when a group of German saboteurs was caught after disembarking from a submarine off the coast of Long Island with orders to carry out the destruction of American industrial facilities.
New Yorkers demonstrated in many ways their patriotism and willingness to give toward the war effort.  Whether they were air wardens scanning the skies for enemy planes or enlisted servicemen and women maintaining one of the most important military facilities of WWII in Floyd Bennett Field, their efforts helped ensure the allied victory of fascism that would finally be achieved in 1945.

Answer the following questions:

1) Explain the different roles that individuals, both military and civilian, took in the defense of New York City.

2) Identify and list the different functions Floyd Bennett Field played during WWII.

3) How, in your view, did New York City’s mobilization for WWII vary from that of
the wars the United States is engaged in today?     
   



  



    

	Exceeds Expectations
	Meet Expectations
	Does not meet expectations 

	
	
	

	Individual Reading Work Rubric 

	Completely addresses all prompts.
	Addresses the majority of prompts.
	Failed to address the prompts.

	Demonstrated excellent teamwork and cooperation.
	Generally stayed on task during cooperative work.
	Were disruptive and worked poorly together as a team.

	Excellent logic and usage of class materials and concepts.
	Few errors of logic and some misunderstanding of terminology.
	Little understanding of class materials and concepts.

	
	
	

	Class Participation Rubric

	Asks interesting questions.
	Asks an occasional question.
	Never asks a question.

	Responds to teacher question in a thought provoking way.
	Responds to question.
	Does not respond to teacher question.











Exit Slip (5min)- Given what we have discussed about NYC’s war effort, explain what you would have done to help protect the United States, using examples from the reading.
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EVACUATION SIGNAL
—— A

minutes on sirens, whistles, horns, or similar devices.

WHAT T0 DO

Evocuate your family according 1o plan. Don't forget emergency
rations, clothing, supplics.

CocuATIN sor
Do not use the telephone. —

Checkyour AM radio (640 o 1240 ke) for detailed instructions. | =%

Obey your police and civil defense instructions.

TAKE COVER SIGNAL
‘Wailing tone or short blasts
(I—— - — — |

for 3 minutes on sirens, whistles, horns, or similar devices

WHAT T0 DO @ i fai instriciions
At Home: Get into your home shelter immediately. oo s~

If you have none, shut all outside doors and windows and

rake cover in the basement or an interior frst-floor room.

Outdoors: Seck the best available cover.

Stay Put until you set word to come out E -

Importont: If you see o bright Hash of light, take cover instantly. | TV o so.
G40 REMEMBER CONELRAD 1S THE KEY—1240





