
Coastlines are dynamic places, evolving constantly. The 
Institute of Marine and Coastal Sciences of Rutgers 
University maintains a decades-long presence at Sandy 
Hook as a key factor in conducting research, education, 
and outreach about coastal systems in New Jersey and 
New York. Here, Rutgers staff members conduct a survey 
of the underwater sediments and topography of the 
bay. The Institute’s ongoing work at Sandy Hook aids 
its longstanding interaction with local, state and federal 
agencies. 
http://marine.rutgers.edu/geomorph/
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Years before Sandy Hook became part of Gateway National Recreation Area, this peninsula 
attracted scientific, educational and environmental organizations to lease former Army 
buildings. This national park and National Historic Landmark now houses a high school, 
coastal research, environmental and education programs. Sandy Hook has seven miles of 
oceanfront beaches with dozens of former Army buildings waiting for adaptive reuse by 
creative, resourceful groups and individuals. Won’t you be our neighbor?

Location, Location, Location:
Sandy Hook’s Partner Organizations

Clean Ocean Action

Clean Ocean Action’s signature program, Beach 
Sweeps, began in 1985 at Sandy Hook with 75 
participants. Now celebrating its 30th anniversary, 
COA has the largest statewide environmental event 
and one of the longest running coastal cleanup 
programs in the world, involving 70 sites in New 
Jersey and thousands of “citizen scientists.” 
Additionally, COA’s Student Summit brings middle 
school students to the beach, often for the first time, 
to experience hands-on marine environmental 
education at the Jersey Shore.  
http://www.cleanoceanaction.org/ 

American Littoral Society
The American Littoral Society has been headquartered 
at Sandy Hook since 1961. The Society’s scientists, 
naturalists and support staff work with citizen scientists 
of all ages to get their feet wet and their hands in the 
sand—to empower them to learn more and become better 
stewards of the shore. Through advocacy, education, and 
conservation, our programs and projects connect people 
to the coast. With miles of sandy beaches on both the bay 
and oceanside, Sandy Hook is an ideal location for ALS in 
its mission to empower people to care for the coast. 
http://www.littoralsociety.org/ 

Sandy Hook Child Care Center

Marine Academy for Science 
and Technology (MAST)

New Jersey Sea Grant 
Consortium

In 2010, working closely with the National 
Park Service, NJSGC completed an extensive 
rehabilitation of their Fort Hancock headquarters, 
originally an 1899 enlisted soldiers’ barracks. The 
18,000 square foot building reflects the Interior 
Secretary’s Standards for Historic Rehabilitation, 
while giving NJSGC the flexibility for its classrooms, 
offices and aquaria. The NJSGC has been located 
on Sandy Hook since 1985. Immediate access to 
Sandy Hook’s maritime environments has been 
key to the sustained success of NJSGC’s research, 
education and extension programs.
http://njseagrant.org/

This Monmouth County Vocational School 
District Career Academy offers a four-year college 
preparatory high school program with a thematic, 
research-based focus on technology and the marine 
sciences. The school’s ideal location on Sandy 
Hook gives students the opportunity to pursue 
studies with a marine science theme, including 
marine biology, marine chemistry, marine physics, 
oceanography, naval science (through NJROTC, 
above) and environmental science. The ocean and 
other surrounding environs are considered an 
extension of the classroom, giving nearly 300 students 
an unparalleled opportunity for hands-on research 
and study. MAST also operates and conducts its 
own research programs within the James J. Howard 
Marine Sciences Laboratory (see above right) and the 
State of New Jersey, which sits directly adjacent to 
the MAST’s 3½-acre campus. NJROTC color guards 
march on the Fort’s historic parade grounds. 
http://mast.ctemc.org/

Thanks to its unique location Sandy Hook Child 
Care Center, a fully licensed nonprofit child care 
center located within the Fort Hancock Historic 
Landmark District, has provided children with a one-
of-a-kind learning experience for over 30 years. Our 
programs focus on caring for others and caring for our 
environment. Our curriculum encourages the sense of 
wonder innate to all children, inspiring discovery and 
exploration of the natural world around them. 
http://www.sandyhookchildcare.org/

Since the James J. Howard Marine Sciences Laboratory 
began operations in 1961, its mission has been “to 
understand the effects of environmental variability and 
human disturbances on fish and shellfish productivity 
relative to habitat.” Incorporated into the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
in 1970, NOAA Fisheries leases approximately 80% 
of the lab. Staff members conduct ecosystem-based 
research and assessments of living marine resources 
from Cape Hatteras to Maine to promote the long-term 
sustainability of these resources. Sandy Hook offers our 
researchers the ideal locality to investigate the effects 
of human activities on our natural resources, and to 
collaborate with a large network of marine research 
experts from state and federal agencies, academia as 
well as non-governmental organizations.  
http://nefsc.noaa.gov/nefsc/SandyHook/ 
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