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ANILCA (section 201). When an owner of improved property consents to exchange lands or 
to sell to the United States, the owner may retain a right of use and occupancy for 
noncommercial residential and recreational use for up to 25 years or for the lifetime of the 
owner or his spouse, whichever is longer (ANILCA section 1302 [ d] ). 

Sections 1302(i)(l) and (2) of ANILCA authorize the Secretary of the Interior to acquire, by 
donation or exchange, state-owned or validly selected lands that are contiguous to the park. 
Any lands so acquired will become part of that conservation unit without reference to the 
23,000-acre restriction included in minor boundary adjustments as defined in section 103(b) of 
ANILCA. 

Up to 7,500 acres ofland can be added to Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve if 
such lands contain significant archeological or paleontological sites that are closely associated 
with the park. Such lands may be federal lands or may be private or state lands acquired with 
the consent of the owner (ANILCA section 1304). 

Nonfederal real property, inside or outside the park, can be leased or acquired by any method 
(except condemnation) for the purposes of establishing administrative sites or visitor facilities 
(ANILCA section 1306). 

Section 103(c) states that only public lands within the boundaries of any conservation system 
unit will be deemed to be included as a portion of the unit. The state, Native, and other private 
lands within the boundaries are not subject to regulations applicable solely to the federal lands. 
However, such lands will become part of the park and be subject to those regulations if they 
are acquired by the federal government. 

In recognition of BIA's responsibility to owners of Native allotments, the National Park 
Service would notify the Bureau of Indian Affairs before taking actions relating to Native 
allotments, such as securing agreements with allottees, acquiring easements, acquiring 
allotments in fee simple, or leasing allotments. 

In addition to complying with the above-cited legislative and administrative requirements, the 
National Park Service is required to administer the area as a unit of the national park system 
pursuant to the provisions of the Organic Act of the National Park Service (39 Stat. 535), as 
amended and supplemented, and in accordance with the provisions of title 16 USC, title 36 
CFR, and other applicable regulations and laws. The National Park Service has proprietary 
jurisdiction over federally owned lands in the park. 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND VISITOR USE OBJECTIVES 

The National Park Service intends to manage the park to maintain its natural and cultural 
resource values, and to maintain and enhance public understanding and enjoyment of these 
values. For a complete description of intended management of the park, refer to chapter 3. For 
a complete description of management objectives for the park, refer to appendix B, which is an 
excerpt from the park's approved "Statement for Management." 

LAND OWNERSHIP AND USES 

Most of the nonfederal lands within the park and preserve boundaries are currently 
undeveloped or minimally developed with cabins, camps, or caches. 

5
 



 

 
 

 
 
 

   
  

  
 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 
 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     

  

   

       

       

       

   

  

  

   

       

GATES OF THE ARCTIC NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE
 
GATES OF THE ARCTIC WILDERNESS
 

Current Land Status
 
April 2011
 

Summary Acreage 

Current Ownership: 

Federal land 8,306,973 

Private land 164,241 

State interests 1,235 

Borough/City interests 57 

Total: 8,472,506 

Summary Acreage 

Other Interests 

Subsurface (fee) 17b easements, Coldfoot (31,515) 
ROWs 

Surface (less than fee, restrictions) (83,779) 

Subsurface (less than fee, restrictions) (86,419) 

Total: (201,713) 

Category Acreage 

Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve 8,472,506 

Gates of the Arctic National Park 7,523,897 

Gates of the Arctic National Preserve 948,608 

Federal lands within the boundary 8,306,973 

Nonfederal lands within the boundary 165,532 

Arctic Slope Regional Corporation 

Application pending 0 

Patent and interim conveyance  fee surface and subsurface 22,020 

Patent and interim conveyance  fee surface only 15,713 

Patent and interim conveyance  fee subsurface only (31,401) 

Surface (less than fee) (44,236) 

Subsurface (less than fee) (86,419) 

Doyon Limited Regional Corporation 

Application pending 0 

Patent and interim conveyance  fee surface and subsurface 91,624 
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Category Acreage 

Anaktuvuk Pass Village (Nunamiut) Corporation 

Application pending 0 

Patent and interim conveyance  fee surface only 30,025 

Surface (less than fee) (39,543) 

Small private tracts 

Native allotments  pending or approved 0 

Native allotments  conveyed (38 parcels) 3,925 

Private parcels  ex-Native allotments (4 parcels) 220 

Headquarters sites (3 tracts patent) 15 

Homesites (2 tracts patent) 8 

Homesteads (0 tracts) 0 

Trade and manufacturing sites (2 tracts patent) 56 

Mining claims 

Unpatented placer (0 claims) 0 

Townsite of Anaktuvuk Pass  fee 75 

North Slope Borough / City of Anaktuvuk Pass  fee surface only 57 

State of Alaska 

DNR  Patent and tentative approval 780 

Bed of North Fork of Koyukuk River (possible state 
455 

ownership) 

Federal less-than-fee interests 

Coldfoot administrative right-of-way (3 tracts  outside park) (14) 

ANSCA 17(b) public easements (Glacier River) (97) 

Other public recreation easements (Killik River  outside park) (15,000) 

Note: Acreages are approximate and subject to change as various conditions affecting land status are 
resolved (for example, navigability determinations; state and Native land conveyances, rejections, or 
relinquishments; rights-of-way, easements, and small tract adjudication) and as surveys are completed. 
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Native Corporation Lands. 

Small Private Tracts. 

Mining Claims. 

8
 



 

 
 

  

  

State Lands and Interests. 

Land Status Changes. 
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Ambler Right-of-Way. 

Small Tract Acquisitions. 

Compatible Uses. 
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Incompatible Uses. 















Existing and Potential Uses. 
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Recommendation. 

Existing and Potential Uses. 
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Recommendation. 

Existing and Potential Uses. 
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Recommendation. 
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Application. 

Sociocultural Impacts. 
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Effectiveness. 

















Application. 

Sociocultural Impacts. 

Effectiveness. 
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Application. Zoning would apply to lands within North Slope Borough. 

Effectiveness. 

Sociocultural Impacts. 

Application. 
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Sociocultural Impacts. 

Effectiveness. 

Application. 

















Sociocultural Impacts. 
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Effectiveness. 









Application. 









Sociocultural Impacts. 
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Effectiveness. 















Donation. 

Exchange. 
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Purchase. 

Relinquishment. 

Condemnation. 
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 Doyon Lands. 
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Arctic Slope / Anaktuvuk Pass Lands. 

NANA 14(h)(1) Sites. 
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In the course of the discussions, the National Park Service will consider the cost-effectiveness 
of the less-than-fee interest. If the interests being acquired by the National Park Service 
include commercial development interests and a scenic buffer using an existing stand of trees, 
the cost of a conservation easement may exceed 75 % of the value to the fee interest. There 
may be additional NPS costs over time in administering the easement. In such cases the 
National Park Service may negotiate for fee acquisition if it is in the public interest. 

Similarly, if negotiations for less-than-fee ownership are unsuccessful, and the owner is willing 
to sell in fee, the National Park Service may consider fee acquisition if it is in the public 
interest. 

COMPLIANCE CONSIDERATIONS 

Actions of this existing land protection plan that propose no significant change to existing land 
or public use are categorically excluded from NEPA considerations, in accordance with USDI 
implementing procedures (516 DM 6, appendix 7.4(11) and 516 DM, appendix 2). The 
proposed actions for small tracts, Native allotments, mining claims, administrative sites, and 
agreements and cooperative planning for submerged or adjacent lands are included in this 
category. 

NEPA requirements for proposals in this plan related to Native corporation lands and state 
lands will be fulfilled at a later date when, and if, conceptual agreements are reached with these 
landowners. The effects ofland exchanges can be evaluated only when both the lands to be 
acquired and the lands to be removed from federal ownership are identified; this land 
protection plan currently identifies only the lands (or interests in lands) to be acquired. 
Environmental assessments and/or environmental impact statements will be prepared prior to 
the implementation of any land exchange, with the exception of land exchanges involving the 
conveyance of lands to Native corporations that fulfill entitlements under the terms of 
AN CSA, as provided by ANILCA section 910. 

Consistent with current policies on implementation of section 810 of ANILCA, evaluations 
will be prepared on any proposals in this land protection plan that require the preparation of 
environmental assessments and/or environmental impact statements, or any proposals that 
would result in the removal oflands (or interests in lands) from federal ownership. 

Section 103 (b) of ANILCA requires that Congress be notified of the intent to make boundary 
adjustments. The public will also receive reasonable notice of the intent to implement 
boundary adjustments and will be provided the opportunity to review and comment on such 
adjustments. 

The compliance requirements of NEPA and ANILCA will be fulfilled in the case of 
administrative boundary adjustments. 

Specific Proposals 

The non federal lands within the park have been placed in one of five priority groupings. 
Priority 1 consists of the parcels requiring priority action by the National Park Service in 
obtaining some interest in these lands so that resources are protected, public use is maintained 
or enhanced, or effective administration is ensured. Priority 2 requires less immediate 
attention by the National Park Service, as the present uses of parcels in this group do not 
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NPS 
Tract 

Type
1 

Acres 
General 
Location 

Improvements 
or Disturbance 

US Survey 
Number 

Status
2 Minimum 

Interest 

16-105 T 3 Walker Lake House 3715-2 PA Easement 

16-104 T Walker Lake 3715-1 PA Easement 

16-101 T Walker Lake Cabin 5181 PA Easement 

305A NC 10,428 Glacier River Historic cabin Fee 

305B NC 62,504 Glacier River Fee 

15-111 T 10 
Takahula 
Lake 

Cabin 2959 PA Easement 

304 NC 18,962 
North Middle 
Fork 

Cabin PA Fee 

Type
1 

Status
2 

NA Native allotment PA Patented 
T Other small tract U Unpatented 
M Mining claim A Approved 
C Cemetery and historical site PE Pending 
NC Native corporation 
AJ Adjacent lands 
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NPS 
Type

1 
Acres 

General Improvements US Survey Minimum 
Interest 

Status
2 

Tract Location or Disturbance Number 

12-102 NA 40 North Fork Cabin 8095 PA Easement 

14-115 NA 40 North Fork Cabin 8253 PA Easement 

15-109 T 40 Alatna River 5366 PA Easement 

15-106 T 5 
Alatna 
River, upper 

Commercial 
cabin 

5227 PA Easement 

14-108 NA 160 
John River, 
upper 

8224-2 PA Easement 

08-124 NA 160 
John River, 
upper 

11913-2 PA Easement 

14-111 NA 160 
John River, 
upper 

8206-1 PA Easement 

14-107 NA 80 
John River, 
upper 

8224-3 PA Easement 

14-106 NA 80 
John River, 
upper 

8224-4 PA Easement 

14-110 NA 160 
John-Hunt 
Fork 

Cabin 8206-2 PA Easement 

14-103 NA 160 Hunt Fork 12478 PA Easement 
Type

1 
Status

2 

NA Native allotment PA Patented 
T Other small tract U Unpatented 
M Mining claim A Approved 
C Cemetery and historical site PE Pending 
NC Native corporation 
AJ Adjacent lands 
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NPS 
Tract 

Type
1 

Acres General 
Location 

Improvements or 
Disturbance 

US Survey 
Number 

Status
2 

Minimum 
Interest 

17-103 NA 20 
Narvak 
Lake 

Cabin 12444 PA Easement 

17-101 NA 20 
Narvak 
Lake 

6791 PA Easement 

17-106 NA 20 
Nutuvukti 
Lake 

12441-1 PA Easement 

17-107 NA 40 
Kobuk 
River 

12441-2 PA Easement 

17-108, 
109 

NA 80 
Kobuk 
River 

12442-1,2 PA Easement 

17-102 NA 80 
Kobuk 
River 

11588 PA Easement 

17-105 NA 40 
Selby 
Lake 

Cabin 12443 PA Easement 

11-105, 
12-101 

NA 40 
Itkillik 
River 

Cabin 8091 PA Easement 

11-102 NA 40 
Itkillik 
Lake 

Cabin 8069 PA Easement 

11-103 NA 80 
Itkillik 
River 

9549 PA Easement 

12-104 T 5 
Itkillik 
River 

5043 PA Easement 

AJ 
Ambler 
Mining 

Some mining 
Cooperative 
planning 

Type
1 

Status
2 

NA Native allotment PA Patented 
T Other small tract U Unpatented 
M Mining claim A Approved 
C Cemetery and historical site PE Pending 
NC Native corporation 
AJ Adjacent lands 
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area is also one of the two highest recreational use areas of the park, with a growing number of 
visitors per year expected to begin backpacking trips there. 

The future development of corporation lands in a manner consistent with the purposes of the 
Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve is a goal. Particularly in this area of the park, 
existing uses of Native allotments are compatible with park purposes. Tracts are generally 
undeveloped, used for subsistence activities, and are reached by snowmachine or on foot. 
Commercial use or development of ATV roads, to small tracts would be incompatible. 

For Native allotments within or immediately adjacent to corporation lands, cooperative 
agreements similar to those proposed for Native corporation lands are the minimum interest 
necessary to protect park values. For outlying tracts, less-than-fee is the minimum interest. 

Successful implementation and enforcement of zoning by the North Slope Borough, which 
would assure compatible use of tracts with in the park and borough boundary, would 
eliminate the need for the Park Service to acquire any interests in these tracts. (See table 21 for 
Priority 4 tracts.) 
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NPS 
Tract 

Type
1 

Acres 
General 
Location 

Improvements 
or Disturbance 

US Survey 
Number 

Status
2 Minimum 

Interest 

09-111 NA 80 
Anaktuvuk 
Pass 

(within corp.) 8088 PA Agreement 

07-115 NA 80 Arctic Slope (adj. corp.) 11851-2 PA Agreement 

07-116 NA 160 Chandler Lake (within corp.) 11851-1 PA Agreement 

07-103 NA 160 Chandler Lake (adj. corp.) 11842-1 PA Agreement 

09-103 NA 80 
Anaktuvuk 
Pass 

(adj. ATV 
easement) 

8087 PA Agreement 

08-112 NA 160 
Anaktuvuk 
Pass 

(adj. ATV 
easement) 

11907-2 PA Agreement 

08-122 NA 80 
Anaktuvuk 
Pass 

(within corp.) 11905-1,2 PA Agreement 

08-108 NA 80 Chandler Lake (adj. corp.) 11844 PA Agreement 

08-123 NA 160 
Anaktuvuk 
Pass 

11913 PA Easement 

09-137 NA 160 
Anaktuvuk 
Pass 

(within corp.) 11846 PA Agreement 

08-107 NA 80 Chandler Lake 
(adj. ATV 
easement) 

8114 PA Agreement 

08-121 NA 60 Arctic Slope (adj. corp.) 11905-3 PA Agreement 

07-122 NA 80 
Anaktuvuk 
Pass 

(adj. ATV 
easement) 

11854 PA Agreement 

09-109 NA 160 
Anaktuvuk 
Pass 

(within corp.) 11807-1 PA Agreement 

09-141 NA 80 
Anaktuvuk 
Pass 

(within corp.) 11834 PA Agreement 

08-111 NA 160 
Anaktuvuk 
Pass 

(adj. ATV 
easement) 

11907-1 PA Agreement 

09-120 NA 120 
Anaktuvuk 
Pass 

(within corp.) 11830 PA Agreement 

07-121 NA 160 Arctic Slope 11855 PA Easement 

AJ 
Killik-Itkillik 
River 

Zoning 

Type
1 

Status
2 

NA Native allotment PA Patented 

T Other small tract U Unpatented 

M Mining claim A Approved 

C Cemetery and historical site PE Pending 

NC Native corporation 

AJ Adjacent lands 



 

 
 

                




