National Park Service

Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military Park
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Five months after the Battle of Fredericksburg, dur- The 127th Pennsylvania was a nine-month regiment.
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of the Dead.” Written by Theodore O’'Hara to honor
Kentucky soldiers killed in the Mexican War, the poem
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perished defending this ridge, none are buried here.
Southern soldiers who died in this area are interred
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(Mhen the Civil War ended, the people of
Fredericksburg set about the task of vestoring shell-dam-
aged buildings and war-torn lives. But evidence of the
war lingered on, in the trench-scarred hillsides and crude
cemetery plots scattered haphazardly across nearby
battlefields. Thousands of battle casualties lay under
stark mounds of earth with very little to identify the
soldiers beyond perhaps a crudely carved board or a
name scratched on the lid of an ammunition box.

In July 1865, three months after the restoration
of peace between the states, Congress authorized the
establishment of a national cemetery in Fredericksburg
as a final resting-place for Union soldiers who had died
in this area. The site they chose was Marye’s Heights,
the formidable Confederate position that had proven
so impregnable to repeated Union assaults on
December 13, 1862.

B As you enter the cemetery on this 30-minute
walking tour, you will encounter steep slopes and
uneven ground. Please watch your footing. The
map on the left will guide you along the route.

Eftll Corps Monument

Among the Northern units that attacked Marye’s
Heights on December 13, 1862, was General Daniel
Butterfield’s Fifth Corps. In 1901, Butterfield erected
this monument to honor the soldiers of his command.
It is one of just eighty monuments in Fredericksburg
and Spotsylvania National Military Park. Behind the
monument are the graves of several officers, includ-
ing Lt. Col. Edward Hill of the 16th Michigan Infan-
try, who won the Medal of Honor leading his troops
in a charge at the Battle of Cold Harbor. He is one of
the highest ranking officers in the cemetery.
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