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E D I T O R ' S  FOREWORD 

T h i s  H i s t o r i c  S t r u c t u r e  Repor t ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Data,  o n  Chatham was 

p r e p a r e d  by Gera ld  K a r r ,  a n  a r c h i t e c t  o n  t h e  M i d - A t l a n t i c / N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  

Team, in 1976-77. A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  H is to r i ca l  Data Sect ion o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c  

S t r u c t u r e  R e p o r t  was ass igned  t o  Ronald  W .  Johnson .  When t h e  f i r s t  

d r a f t  o f  t h e  t w o  sect ions was s u b m i t t e d  f o r  r e v i e w  in M a r c h  1977 t h e  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Data Sect ion was a p p r o v e d  s u b j e c t  t o  m i n o r  e d i t o r i a l  a n d  

g r a p h i c s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  changes,  but t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Data Sect ion was j u d g e d  

to r e q u i r e  cons ide rab le  r e v i s i o n .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  H is to r i ca l  Data 

Sect ion was r e v i s e d  a n d  e d i t e d  b y  m y s e l f  a n d  p r i n t e d  in O c t o b e r  1982 

u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e ,  " P r e l i m i n a r y  H i s t o r i c  Resource S t u d y ,  Cha tham. "  In 

J u n e  1983 1 was ass igned  t h e  t a s k  o f  e d i t i n g  a n d  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  printing 

t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Data Sect ion by K a r r .  O n e  s h o u l d  r e f e r  t o  t h e  

P r e l i m i n a r y  H i s t o r i c  Resource S t u d y  as a  b a c k g r o u n d  s t u d y  document  f o r  

t h i s  r e p o r t  by K a r r .  I w a n t  t o  t h a n k  E v e l y n  Ste inman,  e d i t o r i a l  c l e r k ,  

B r a n c h  o f  C u l t u r a l  Resources,  f o r  h e r  e f f o r t s  i n  t y p i n g  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  

a n d  h a n d l i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  de ta i l s  associated w i t h  i t s  p r i n t i n g .  

H a r l a n  D .  U n r a u  

H i s t o r i a n  

A u g u s t  12, 1983 



PREFACE 

A s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  H i s t o r i c  S t r u c t u r e  R e p o r t ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  32: :  

Sect ion,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a  n u m b e r  o f  NPS o f f i c e s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  

w i t h o u t  whose s u p p o r t  t h e  t a s k  w o u l d  h a v e  been  c o n s i d e r a b l y  m o r e  

d i f f i c u l t .  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  D i x o n  B .  F ree land ,  C h i e f  H i s t o r i a n  R o b e r t  K .  

K r i c k ,  a n d  C h i e f  o f  Main tenance C a r l t o n  R .  M c C a r t h y ,  J r . ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t  

of t h e  s t a f f  o f  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  a n d  S p o t s y l v a n i a  C o u n t y  B a t t l e f i e l d s  

Memor ia l  Na t iona l  M i l i t a r y  P a r k  h a v e  r e n d e r e d  ass is tance in a l l  phases  o f  

t h e  r e s e a r c h .  P r o j e c t  C o o r d i n a t o r  Lawrence  B .  C o r y e l l  a n d  n u m e r o u s  

o t h e r  members o f  t h e  M i d - A t l a n t i c  Regiona l  O f f i c e  s t a f f  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  

use fu l  g u i d a n c e  t o w a r d  comp le t ing  t h e  p r o j e c t .  J o h n  F .  L u z a d e r ,  C h i e f ,  

H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  D i v i s i o n ,  D e n v e r  S e r v i c e  C e n t e r ,  a lso c o n t r i b u t e d  

h i s  a i d  in t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  comple t ion o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

G e r a l d  K a r r  

M a r c h  1977 



S T A T E M E N T  .OF H I S T O R I C A L  SIGN1 F l C A N C E  

Chatham,  b u i l t  c i r c a  1768 t o  1771, meets t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  t h e  Nat iona l  

R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  Places es tab l i shed  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  O r d e r  o f  S ign i f i cance .  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  it i s  a  c lass ic  example o f  a  b r i c k  G e o r g i a n - s t y l e  mans ion 

t h a t  d e s p i t e  m i n o r  a l t e r a t i o n  has essen t ia l l y  r e t a i n e d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e g r i t y .  

Will iam F i t z h u g h ,  a  p r o m i n e n t  t i d e w a t e r  V i r g i n i a  p l a n t e r ,  b u i l t  t h e  home. 

From t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d e r  t o  t h e  f i n a l  p r i v a t e  o w n e r ,  r e t i r e d  Genera l  

Moto rs  e x e c u t i v e  J o h n  L .  P r a t t ,  Chatham has been owned  by a n d  

associated w i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f  l oca l l y  as wel l  as n a t i o n a l l y  p r o m i n e n t  

i n d i v i d u a l s .  F o r  i ns tance ,  t h e  house  has demons t rab le  associat ions w i t h  

George  Washington,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  A b r a h a m  L inco ln ,  C l a r a  B a r t o n ,  

Walt Whitman, a n d  o t h e r s .  

A s  t h e  C i v i l  War B a t t l e  of F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  r a g e d ,  Chatham became a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  foca l  p o i n t  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  reasons .  T h e  commander o f  t h e  

R i g h t  G r a n d  D iv i s ion ,  Major  Genera l  E d w i n  V .  Sumner ,  made Chatham h i s  

f i e l d  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Major  Genera l  Ambrose  E .  B u r n s i d e  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  

h i s  t o p  a ides a t  t h e  house.  A n u m b e r  o f  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r i e s  s i t u a t e d  n e a r  

t h e  house o f f e r e d  c o v e r i n g  f i r e  f o r  t h e  eng ineers ,  who  b u i l t  p o n t o n  

b r i d g e s ,  as wel l  as  f o r  t r o o p s  who  c rossed  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  b r i d g e s  t o  

a t t a c k  t h e  Con federa tes  a t o p  M a r y e ' s  H e i g h t s .  Fo l lowing t h e  b a t t l e ,  

Cha tham s e r v e d  as a  t e m p o r a r y  f i e l d  h o s p i t a l  w h e r e  B a r t o n  a n d  Whitman 

m i n i s t e r e d  t o  t h e  w o u n d e d .  D u r i n g  t h e  U n i o n  a r m y ' s  w i n t e r  encampment 

v o l u n t e e r s  es tab l i shed  a r e s t  s ta t ion  a t  t h e  house t o  s e r v e  p i c k e t s  o f f  

d u t y .  
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l  NTRODUCTION 



T h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t o r y  o f  Cha tham spans  n e a r l y  170 y e a r s  f r o m  i t s  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  in t h e  e a r l y  1770s t o  t h e  l a s t  major  p r o j e c t  in 1935. D u r i n g  

t h i s  pe r iod ,  a r i c h  legacy  was c r e a t e d ,  a n d  a r e m a r k a b l e  r e s o u r c e  

p r e s e r v e d .  A s  we find it t o d a y ,  Chatham cons is ts  o f  t w o  d i s t i n c t  g r o u p s  

o f  p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p r i m a r i l y  by age a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  

associat ions,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  s e p a r a t e l y  in t h i s  r e p o r t  s ince  t h e  

conc lus ions  a n d  recommendat ions f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f e a t u r e s  in each g r o u p  

a r e  s im i la r .  

T h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house  w i t h  i t s  d e t a c h e d  k i t c h e n  a n d  l a u n d r y  compr ise  

t h e  f i r s t  g r o u p  o f  h i s t o r i c  f e a t u r e s .  T h e s e  t h r e e  s t r u c t u r e s  d a t e  t o  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d  u n d e r t a k e n  by Wil l iam F i t z h u g h  o f  Cha tham in 

a b o u t  1770 a n d  a r e  t h e  o n l y  e x t a n t  b u i l d i n g s  k n o w n  t o  b e  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  

t ime o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  in 1862. A l s o  i n c l u d e d  in t h i s  g r o u p  

a r e  l a n d s c a p i n g  a n d  t r e e s  p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as e x t a n t  d u r i n g  t h e  

b a t t l e .  T h e s e  f e a t u r e s  al l  a r e  o f  t h e  F i r s t  O r d e r  o f  S ign i f i cance .  

T h e  second g r o u p  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  s t r u c t u r e s - - b a r n ,  s tab les ,  

d a i r y ,  numerous  f a r m  o u t b u i l d i n g s - - a n d  a v a r i e t y  o f  g r o u n d s  a n d  g a r d e n  

improvements  w h i c h  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  in t h e  p o s t - C i v i l  War e r a  a n d  a r e  

va luab le  in s e t t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c  scene. T h i s  g r o u p  i s  o f  t h e  Third O r d e r  

o f  S ign i f i cance .  

F o r  convenience,  t h e  locat ions o f  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  shown o n  t h e  

"Cha tham S i t e  S k e t c h "  in A p p e n d i x  A .  T h i s  p l a n  r e p r e s e n t s  e x i s t i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s  in M a r c h  1976. 

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Da ta  Sect ion i s  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  bas ic  

in fo rmat ion  needed t o  implement  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  e f f o r t  a t  Chatham.  T o  

t h i s  e n d ,  emphasis has been  p laced  o n  p r a c t i c a l  recommendat ions f o r  t h e  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  l a t e r  a n c i l l a r y  s t r u c t u r e s .  A 

s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  size, c o m p l e x i t y ,  a n d  a n t i q u i t y  o f  Chatham c o u l d  a n d  

p e r h a p s  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  l o n g - t e r m  s t u d y  t o  more  ful ly 

u n d e r s t a n d  i t s  p lace in t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a n t h e o n  o f  T i d e w a t e r  V i r g i n i a .  



In a sense, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  w o r k  s h o u l d  b e  seen as i n t r o d u c t o r y  in 

t e r m s  o f  p h y s i c a l  h i s t o r y  ana lys i s ,  a g u i d e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  b a s i c  

e lements  o f  t h e  house,  a n d  a r e c o r d i n g  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  in 1976. 

S h o u l d  a d i f f e r e n t  l eve l  o f  t r e a t m e n t - - r e s t o r a t i o n ,  f o r  examp le - -be  

con temp la ted  in t h e  f u t u r e ,  s t u d y  of t h e  spec i f ic  e lements  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h a t  

w o r k  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d .  



CHAPTER I 

T H E  P L A N T A T I O N  HOUSE COMPLEX 



A .  T h e  P lan ta t ion  House 

A l t h o u g h  it can  b e  i n f e r r e d  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  Cha tham was 

b u i l t  be tween  1768 a n d  1771, t h e  f i r s t  document  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  house  a n d  

i t s  d e t a c h e d  w i n g s  i s  t h e  M u t u a l  A s s u r a n c e  Soc ie ty  Po l i cy  No. 48 o f  1797 

( A p p e n d i x  B )  some 25 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  b u i l d i n g  campaign.  No 

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Cha tham d u r i n g  t h i s  i n t e r i m  has been d iscovered .  Whi le 

t h e  e v e n t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t s  d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  

u n k n o w n ,  a f a i r l y  c lea r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  h a s  emerged  f r o m  p h y s i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c .  

T h e s e  f i n d i n g s  a r e  in m a n y  cases c o r r o b o r a t e d  by d o c u m e n t a r y  ev idence .  

It m u s t  b e  ment ioned,  however ,  t h a t  w h i l e  e v e r y  e f f o r t  was made t o  

c o n f i r m  h y p o t h e s e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  appearance  o f  t h e  building 

w i t h  a t  least  t w o  a n d  u s u a l l y  more  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  a c lass "B"  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

was p e r f o r m e d ,  a n d  t h i s  leve l  o f  inquiry does n o t  p e r m i t  major  

d e s t r u c t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s .  Some areas, t h e  main  d o o r w a y s  f o r  

example,  w e r e  no t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  sub jec ted  t o  p h y s i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a n d  

rema in  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r e s e r v e s  ava i lab le  f o r  f u t u r e  s t u d y .  

S t y l i s t i c  A n a l y s i s  

T h e  i n s u r a n c e  s u r v e y  o f  1797 d e s c r i b e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  building g r o u p  

as f i v e  s t r u c t u r e s :  a d w e l l i n g  house, t w o  w i n g s ,  a k i t c h e n ,  a n d  a 

l a u n d r y .  T h e  s k e t c h  p l a n  w h i c h  accompanies t h e  p o l i c y  shows these  

components  in t h e i r  p r e s e n t  locat ions.  A lso  i n d i c a t e d  o n  t h e  p l a n  a r e  t w o  

" b r i c k  c o v e r e d  ways"  w h i c h  c o n n e c t  t h e  d w e l l i n g  house  a n d  i t s  w i n g s .  

A l l  e v i d e n c e  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t  as  t h e  o r i g i n a l  one; in 

f a c t ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  as it n o w  s t a n d s  p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t s  q u i t e  c lose ly  t h e  

1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  e x t e r i o r  appearance  o f  Cha tham.  A de ta i l ed  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

h o w  t h i s  conc lus ion  was reached  i s  con ta ined  in a l a t e r  sec t ion  o f  t h i s  

r e p o r t .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  here ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  n o  ev idence  e x i s t s  t o  

s u p p o r t  specu la t ion  t h a t  t h e  amb iguous  " b r i c k  c o v e r e d  ways"  w e r e  open  

por t i coes ,  l a t e r  enc losed by b r i c k  wa l l s .  T h e y  appear  in e v e r y  w a y  t o  b e  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  w i t h  t h e  main  house  a n d  w i n g s .  

A t  t h e  t ime  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house  g r o u p  s tood  a t  t h e  

e n d  o f  a one h u n d r e d  y e a r  colonial  t r a d i t i o n  o f  r u r a l  V i r g i n i a  



a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Chatham l ies b o t h  ch rono log ica l l y  a n d  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  in a 

t r a n s i t i o n a l  p e r i o d  be tween  t h e  m o n u m e n t a l i t y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  a n d  m i d - 1 8 t h  

c e n t u r y ,  a n d  t h e  u n i f i e d  assemblages o f  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h a t  c e n t u r y .  

In t h e  1770s, V i r g i n i a  p l a n t a t i o n  houses u s i n g  E n g l i s h  models  came t o  

b e  composed o f  severa l  small s t r u c t u r e s  connec ted  by c o v e r e d  o r  enc losed 

passages, r a t h e r  t h a n  a s i n g l e  mass ive b l o c k  w i t h  de tached  dependenc ies .  

Harewood in J e f f e r s o n  C o u n t y ,  West V i r g i n i a  (1756), i s  a v e r y  e a r l y  

example o f  t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  a n d  w h i l e  smal ler  t h a n  Chatham, h a s  t h e  

same bas ic  p l a n  f o r  b o t h  d w e l l i n g  house  a n d  w i n g s .  
1 

T h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Chatham p l a n t a t i o n  h o u s e  i s  l a r g e  a n d  wel l  

deta i led,  s h a r i n g  in e leva t ion  i t s  bas ic  p r o p o r t i o n s  w i t h  Westover  in 

C h a r l e s  C i t y  C o u n t y  a n d  Sab ine  Ha l l  in R ichmond C o u n t y ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  

w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a r o u n d  1730. From t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  Cha tham looks 

b a c k  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t y l e ,  w h i c h  s t r e s s e d  t h e  monumental  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  

main  house  a n d  separa ted  t h e  s e r v i c e  w i n g s  f r o m  it. T h i s  e a r l y  scheme 

o f t e n  f u r t h e r  s u b o r d i n a t e d  t h e  dependenc ies  by p l a c i n g  t h e m  a t  r ight 

ang les  t o  t h e  p r i m a r y  s t r u c t u r e ,  d i m i n i s h i n g  t h e i r  impor tance  b o t h  by 

a v o i d i n g  an  ax ia l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  t h e m  a n d  by p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  n a r r o w  

e n d  o f  t h e  w i n g s  t o  t h e  v i e w e r ,  t h u s  r e d u c i n g  t h e i r  v i s u a l  bulk. 

La te  in t h e  c e n t u r y ,  b u i l d e r s  i n t e g r a t e d  t h e  d w e l l i n g  house,  s e r v i c e  

w ings ,  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g  passages i n t o  one  u n i f i e d  composi t ion,  w h e r e  t h e  

elements w e r e  a r r a n g e d  o n  t h e  same a x i s  a n d  v i s u a l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  as a 

whole.  T w o  h o u s e s - - B r a n d o n  in P r i n c e  George  C o u n t y  (ca.  17701, a n d  

B a t t e r s e a  in D i n w i d d i e  C o u n t y  (ca.  l a te  1770s), e x h i b i t  t h i s  o rgan iza t iona l  

approach ,  a n d  b o t h  h a v e  been l i n k e d  t o  E n g l i s h  p r o t o t y p e s .  2 

1. Thomas T i l e s t o n  Waterman, T h e  Mans ions o f  V i r g i n i a  (New Y o r k ,  - - 
1945), p.  360. 

2. I b i d . ,  p.  364. - 



Chatham i n c o r p o r a t e s  elements o f  b o t h  s t y l e s .  T h e  c e n t r a l  b l o c k  o f  

t h e  house  owes a d e b t  t o  e a r l y  t h o u g h t ,  b e i n g  a  g e n e r o u s l y  p r o p o r t i o n e d  

t w o - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  s im i la r  t o  Westover  a n d  Sab ine  Ha l l .  T h e  w i n g s  a t  

Chatham, h o w e v e r ,  a r e  s i t u a t e d  o n  a x i s  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  b l o c k  a n d  f r o m  

t h e  o u t s e t  connec ted  by s t a i r  h a l l s .  Compromis ing  t h i s  m o d e r n  scheme i s  

t h e  locat ion o f  t h e  k i t c h e n  a n d  l a u n d r y ,  separa ted  f r o m  t h e  w i n g s  by 44 

f e e t  ( q u i t e  p r o b a b l y  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  r i s k  o f  f i r e )  a n d  o r i e n t e d  a t  r i g h t  

ang les  t o  t h e  main  b u i l d i n g  ax is .  

1 8 t h  C e n t u r y  Appearance  

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  Cha tham cons is ted  o f  t h e  d w e l l i n g  

h o u s e  w i t h  i t s  a t tached  w i n g s ,  k i t c h e n  a n d  l a u n d r y ,  a l l  e x t a n t .  I n  

add i t i on ,  documentat ior i  e x i s t s  s h o w i n g  a  m i l l  s i t u a t e d  t o  t h e  sou th ,  

p r o b a b l y  ac ross  t h e  r a v i n e  f r o m  t h e  domest ic  a rea .  A s u r v e y  o f  1805 

locates a  b r i c k  smoke h o u s e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  n o r t h  o f  

t h e  l a u n d r y .  A n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  t o  se l l  Cha tham in 1797, however ,  

i d e n t i f i e s  a  s t o r e  house  a n d  smoke house, t h e  f o r m e r  p r o b a b l y  b e i n g  m o r e  

p r o p e r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  l a u n d r y .  T h e  same a d v e r t i s e m e n t  l i s t s  a  

d a i r y  a n d  s p r i n g  house, s tab les  f o r  th i r ty horses,  coach houses f o r  f o u r  

coaches, b a r n s ,  a  g r a n a r y ,  a  d a i r y ,  a n  i c e  house, a  b a r n  accommodat ing 

t h i r t y - s i x  head, a n  o v e r s e e r ' s  house, a  b l a c k s m i t h ' s  shop,  a n d  s lave  

q u a r t e r s  f o r  f i f ty  ( A p p e n d i x  C ) .  

I n  1797 F i t z h u g h  p o i n t e d  o u t  in h i s  o f f e r  t o  sel l  t h a t  " t h e  g r o u n d s  

a d j o i n i n g  t h e  h o u s e  a r e  n e a t l y  l a i d  o u t  in p l e a s u r e  a n d  k i t c h e n  g a r d e n s ,  

i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  sca rce  t r e e s ,  [ a n d ]  a  cho ice  co l lec t ion  o f  

f l o w e r s  a n d  f l o w e r i n g  s h r u b s . "  He f u r t h e r  l i s t e d  a n  e x t e n s i v e  n u m b e r  o f  

f rui t ,  nut, a n d  b e r r y  o r c h a r d s ,  as wel l  as f i e l d s  p l a n t e d  w i t h  c l o v e r  

g rass ,  h a y ,  a n d  c o r n .  Wheat was also a  success fu l  c r o p  a t  t h e  f a r m .  I t  

i s  n o t e w o r t h y  t h a t  f l o w e r s  a n d  f l o w e r i n g  t r e e s  h a v e  been  a v i t a l  p a r t  o f  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  Chatham f r o m  i t s  e a r l i e s t  p e r i o d  t o  t h e  res idence  of i t s  

l a s t  p r i v a t e  o w n e r .  



From these  t w o  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e s - - t h e  i n s u r a n c e  s u r v e y  o f  1797 a n d  

a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  t o  sel l  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  in t h e  same y e a r - - a  r e a s o n a b l y  

c l e a r  p i c t u r e  o f  Chatham's  e x t e r i o r  appearance  in t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  c a n  b e  

de te rm ined .  T h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house, k i t c h e n ,  a n d  l a u n d r y  s tood  as t h e y  

a r e  t o d a y ,  s u r r o u n d e d  by g a r d e n s ,  s h r u b s ,  a n d  o rnamenta l  t r e e s .  T o  

t h e  east  w e r e  700 c u l t i v a t e d  acres a n d  more  t h a n  a  dozen s u p p o r t  

s t r u c t u r e s  associated w i t h  t h e  f a r m  o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  h e i g h t s  o n  w h i c h  

Cha tham i s  s i t u a t e d  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  seemed b a r r e n  compared  t o  t h e i r  

p r e s e n t  h e a v i l y  wooded c o n d i t i o n .  F i t z h u g h  boas ts  o f  t h e  v i e w s  "in e v e r y  

d i r e c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  t o w n s  o f  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  a n d  Fa lmouth a n d  a n  e x t e n s i v e  

c u l t i v a t e d  c o u n t r y . "  P h o t o g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s ,  t h o u g h  60 y e a r s  la te r ,  show 

t h e  h o u s e  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  a  v i r t u a l l y  t ree less  c u l t i v a t e d  p l a i n  in 

p r o m i n e n t  v i e w  f r o m  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g .  T h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  c o n d i t i o n  was 

p r o b a b l y  n o t  m u c h  d i f f e r e n t .  

E x t e r i o r  

T h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wel l  built  a n d  f i n e l y  de ta i l ed  

w o r k  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  A l l  t h e  wal ls  above  t h e  w a t e r  t a b l e  a r e  F lemish 

b o n d  w i t h  g lazed  headers  a n d  g r a p e v i n e  j o i n t s ,  as a r e  t h e  d e t a c h e d  

k i t c h e n  a n d  l a u n d r y .  T h e  same b o n d  i s  employed be low t h e  w a t e r  tab le ,  

w h e r e  p l a i n  headers  a r e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  g lazed .  T h e  o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  t o  

t h i s  i s  t h e  u n u s u a l  h e a d e r / s t r e t c h e r  c o u r s e s  u s e d  be low t h e  c o r n i c e  a t  

t h e  j u n c t u r e  o f  t h e  house, w ings,  a n d  passages.  T h e  w i n d o w  jambs a n d  

jack  a r c h e s  a r e  embel l ished w i t h  r u b b e d  b r i c k  in s k i l l f u l l y  f o r m e d  

" b u t t e r "  j o i n t s .  T h e s e  d e c o r a t i v e  b r i c k s  w e r e  c a r e f u l l y  made by g r i n d i n g  

t h e i r  faces p e r f e c t l y  f l a t  a n d  square ,  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e m  t o  b e  l a i d  in 

e x t r e m e l y  t h i n - - 3 / 1 6  i n c h  o r  l e s s - - m o r t a r  j o i n t s .  T h e  e f f e c t  c r e a t e d  i s  

s u b t l e  but not iceab le  emphasis o n  t h e  m a s o n r y  o p e n i n g .  I n  a  s im i la r  way,  

r u b b e d  b r i c k  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  house  a n d  w i n g s  a n d  

u s e d  in t h e  f o u r - c o u r s e  b e l t  w h i c h  m a r k s  t h e  second f l o o r  l i ne .  

A molded b r i c k  ovo lo  a n d  cove  f o r m s  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  w a t e r  tab le .  I t  

i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  c a r e  t a k e n  w i t h  b r i c k w o r k  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  c e l l a r  w indows  a r e  n o t  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  

r e l i e v i n g  a r c h e s  o f  a n y  k i n d .  T h e  b r i c k s  m e r e l y  r e s t  w i t h o u t  b o n d  

i n t e r r u p t i o n  o n  t h e  ce l la r  w i n d o w  f rames .  



T h e  c o r b e l i n g  o f  t h e  w a t e r  t a b l e  inc reases  t h e  wal l  t h i c k n e s s  t o  one  

f o o t  t e n  inches  a t  g r a d e .  A c lose examinat io.? o f  t h e  c e l l a r  wal l  r e v e a l s  

t w o  more  courses  c o r b e l e d  o u t  t o  f o r m  a t w o  f o o t  s i x  i n c h  s p r e a d  

f o u n d a t i o n .  I t  i s  a lso a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  ce l la r  f l o o r  was lowered  be low 

t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  l ine,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  severa l  courses  o f  b r i c k  

t o  b e  p laced  e c c e n t r i c a l l y  u n d e r  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n .  

A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  b r i c k  wal ls  w e r e  pa in ted ,  a p r a c t i c e  w h i c h  

c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  occupa t ion  of t h e  res idence  by t h e  D e v o r e  f a m i l y  

(1920-31). T h e  f i r s t  coa t  o f  p a i n t  was m u s t a r d  ye l low,  t h e n  b r i c k  r e d ,  

fo l l owed  by s e v e r a l  coats  o f  w h i t e  ( A p p e n d i x  D ) .  M u c h  o f  t h e  p a i n t  h a s  

n o w  peeled o f f ,  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s u r f a c e .  T h e  p a i n t  o n  t h e  

b r i c k w o r k  makes it d i f f i c u l t  in c e r t a i n  a reas  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  r e p a i r s  

o r  rep lacement  h a v e  t a k e n  p lace.  O t h e r  areas,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  v i s i b l e  a n d  

show e x t e n s i v e  r e p a i r s  o v e r  t h e  ce l la r  w indows ,  u s i n g  h a r d  m o d e r n  b r i c k  

a n d  p o r t l a n d  cement  m o r t a r .  T h e s e  areas a r e  g e n e r a l l y  in p o o r  c o n d i t i o n  

d u e  t o  la te ra l  d i sp lacement  a n d  j o i n t  separa t ion .  

T h e  t w o  e x i s t i n g  l imestone f r o n t i s p i e c e s  a n d  s t e p s  f r o m  t h e  D e v o r e  

o w n e r s h i p  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  by O l i v e r  H .  C l a r k e ,  a n  a r c h i t e c t  in 

Washington,  D .  C . ,  as p a r t  o f  h i s  co lon ia l iza t ion r e n o v a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  

T h e  eas t  d o o r w a y  i s  a c o p y  o f  t h e  g a r d e n  e n t r a n c e  a t  Westover ,  w h i c h  in 

turn was t a k e n  f r o m  Pal ladio Lond inens is ,  a p o p u l a r  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t e x t . 3  T h e  wes t  d o o r  i s  an  u n g a i n l y  mod i f i ed  d o r i c  s ty le ,  

p o s s i b l y  o f  C l a r k e ' s  o w n  d e s i g n .  T h e s e  e n t r a n c e s  c o v e r  w h a t  ev idence  

may  remain o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e n t r y .  D u r i n g  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  i t s  

ex is tence,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  wes t  o r  fo rma l  s ide  o f  t h e  house  was p r o v i d e d  

w i t h  a t w o - s t o r y  p o r c h ,  a n d  t h e  eas t  o r  g a r d e n  s i d e  w i t h  a co lonaded 

t e r r a c e .  C l a r k e ' s  measured  d r a w i n g s  ( A p p e n d i x  E),  as wel l  as  numerous  

p h o t o g r a p h s ,  r e c o r d e d  t h i s  t r e a t m e n t  b e f o r e  i t s  removal  in t h e  1920s. I n  

add i t i on ,  t e n  o f  t h e  co lumns w e r e  p r e s e r v e d  a f t e r  t h e i r  removal  f r o m  t h e  

p o r c h .  T h e s e  a r e  n o w  in t h e  a r t i f a c t  co l l ec t ion  o f  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  a n d  

S p o t s y l v a n i a  C o u n t y  B a t t l e f i e l d s  Memorial  Nat iona l  M i l i t a r y  P a r k .  

3.  - I b i d . ,  p .  150. 



T h e  exac t  cons t ruc t ion  date o f  t h e  po rch  i s  n o t  known.  C iv i l  War 

photographs,  t h e  ear l iest  g raph ic  records  o f  Chatham, show t h e  po rch  i n  

place i n  1863. A t  t h a t  time t h e  t h r e e  porches were connected v ia  a 

cont inuous walk, which was s t i l l  i n  place a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  19 th  cen tu ry ,  

b u t  had been removed b y  1910 as shown i n  a photograph of t h a t  date. 

Changes are  also v is ib le  in t h e  t reatment  o f  t h e  handra i l  and ba lus ters .  

A n  examination o f  t h e  roof  area which was covered b y  t h e  po rch  gable 

reveals o r ig ina l  sheathing, w i t h  18th c e n t u r y  w r o u g h t  roo f i ng  nai ls  s t i l l  

p r o t r u d i n g  t h r o u g h  it, r u n n i n g  cont inuously  ove r  t h e  e n t i r e  roo f  surface. 

Had t h e  po rch  been p a r t  o f  t h e  or ig ina l  cons t ruc t ion ,  t h e  gable area 

probab ly  would n o t  have been sheathed, and ce r ta in l y  would n o t  have 

roo f ing  nai ls  in it. Therefore,  t h e  po rch  was no t  o r ig ina l .  Sty l is t ica l ly ,  

t h e  po rch  i s  Greek Revival,  which points  t o  an  ea r l y  19th c e n t u r y  date. 

I n  t h e  course o f  t h e  arch i tec tura l  invest igat ion,  several pieces o f  

ex te r i o r  t r im,  matching t h e  ex i s t i ng  or ig ina l  brackets,  were d iscovered in 

t h e  a t t i c .  One o f  these which s t i l l  had i t s  w r o u g h t  nai ls in place was 

covered w i t h  one weathered coat o f  cream-colored pa in t .  T h e  single pa in t  

layer  indicates ear ly  removal; t h e  weathered sur face t h a t  it was in place 

f o r  a considerable time. A so f f i t  bear ing  t h e  marks  o f  removed modil l ions 

was also discovered i n  t h e  a t t i c .  T h i s  mi l lwork  also has t h e  same p a i n t  

layer ing  as mentioned above. I t  was concluded, there fore ,  t h a t  t h i s  was 

or ig ina l  t r i m  f rom t h e  center  o f  t h e  corn ice where t h e  po rch  covered it 

and removed a t  t h e  t ime o f  po rch  cons t ruc t ion .  T h i s  evidence s t r o n g l y  

suggests an ea r l y  19 th  c e n t u r y  date, possib ly  i n  1806 when Major 

Church i l l  Jones bough t  Chatham. 

D u r i n g  t h e  removal o f  t h e  po rch  i n  1921, T h e  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  - 
Free-Lance repor ted  t h a t  workmen found  a stone bear ing  t h e  i nsc r i p t i on  

"John Hall, Bu i l de r .  October 11, 1 8 5 9 . " ~  T h e  exact  location o f  t h e  stone 

is n o t  noted i n  t h e  newspaper a r t i c le  and t h u s  cannot be  cons t rued as 

i r re fu tab le  evidence. I t  may, f o r  example, be  associated w i t h  t h e  "stone 

4. T h e  F rede r i cksbu rg  Free-Lance, June 22, 1921 
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steps, "  n o t e d  in M r s .  L a c y ' s  memoirs w h i c h  m i g h t  h a v e  been  built in 

1859. T h e  p a i n t  ev idence  f r o m  t h e  c o r n i c e  a n d  co lumns ind ica tes  s t r o n g l y  

t h a t  t h e  p o r c h  was added  in t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  A t  p r e s e n t  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e n  t h e  p o r c h  was built remains open, p e n d i n g  f u r t h e r  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

M u c h  o f  t h e  e x t e r i o r  w o o d w o r k  i s  o r i g i n a l .  T h e  e n t i r e  co rn ice ,  

e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  area c o v e r e d  by t h e  p o r c h  gab le ,  appears  t o  b e  o r i g i n a l .  

P a i n t  samples f r o m  t h e  modi l l ions,  fascia,  so f f i t s ,  a n d  t r i m  al l  match,  a n d  

a l l  a r e  assembled w i t h  w r o u g h t  n a i l s .  T h e  w indow f rames  a n d  s i l l s  a r e  

m o s t l y  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  f a s t e n e d  w i t h  p i n n e d  jo in ts .  M a n y  windows,  

h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  been  r e p a i r e d  a n d  p a r t i a l l y  rep laced .  T h e  sash a n d  l i g h t s  

a r e  a l l  p o s t - C i v i l  War, t h e  w indows  h a v i n g  been m o s t l y  b r o k e n  o u t  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y  accoun ts  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  c o n d i t i o n  a f t e r  

w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  t r o o p s .  A l l  w indow f rames  a r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a t  

least  s i x  coats  o f  p a i n t ;  In some a reas  p a i n t  i s  1 /8 - inch  t h i c k ;  in o t h e r s  

it h a s  peeled,  e x p o s i n g  r a w  wood t o  t h e  wea ther .  A l l  t h e  ce l la r  w indows  

o n  t h e  eas t  facade  h a v e  been  removed a n d  f i l l e d  w i t h  b r i c k .  O f  t h o s e  o n  

t h e  west ,  o n l y  f o u r  h a v e  f rames  a n d  t r i m  i n t a c t .  A l l  h a v e  r e n e w e d  s i l l s .  

T h e  o p e n i n g s  a r e  enc losed by v e r t i c a l  wood b a r s  a n d  g lazed  casements.  

T h e  1862 S igna l  C o r p s  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  Chatham show l o u v e r e d  

e x t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s  in p lace.  E x t e r i o r  b l i n d s  w e r e  n o t  n o r m a l l y  i n s t a l l e d  in 

1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s ,  a n d  in f a c t  t h e  house i s  f i t t e d  w i t h  i n t e r i o r  

s h u t t e r s  w h i c h  f o l d  i n t o  t h e  w i n d o w  jambs f o r m i n g  a pane led  s p l a y .  T h e  

concealed p a r t s  o f  t h e s e  s h u t t e r s  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  h a n d  w r o u g h t  

h i n g e s  in place, a n d  o n l y  one l a y e r  o f  p a i n t - - t h e  o r i g i n a l  d a r k  g r e e n .  I t  

i s  l i k e l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  e x t e r i o r  l o u v e r s  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d  e a r l y  in t h e  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  e x p l a i n i n g  w h y  t h e  i n t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s  show so l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  

o f  e x t e n d e d  use .  Some o f  t h e  s h u t t e r s  n o w  in p lace a r e  k n o w n  t o  h a v e  

been  r e c e n t l y  i n s t a l l e d .  

While t h e  e n t r y  d o o r s  appear  t o  b e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  ins ta l l a t i ons ,  t h e  

d o o r  f rames,  pane led  jambs, a n d  s o f f i t s  d isc lose an  e a r l y  o r i g i n  w h e n  

s u b j e c t e d  t o  p a i n t  ana lys is .  E x a c t  d a t i n g  by t h i s  method  i s  n o t  poss ib le .  

T h e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  t r i m ,  however ,  i s  n o t  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  A n  1881 p h o t o g r a p h  



in t h e  co l lec t ion  o f  t h e  p a r k ,  t h o u g h  unc lea r ,  shows t h e  eas t  d o o r w a y  

b e f o r e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o r c h  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  in C l a r k e ' s  d r a w i n g  o f  

1920. T h e  s u r r o u n d  appears  t o  b e  a s imple h o r i z o n t a l  c o r n i c e  a n d  wood 

a r c h i t r a v e  a r o u n d  t h e  d o o r .  I t  m u s t  b e  remembered t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  

o r i g i n a l  b a c k  door ,  t h e  fo rma l  e n t r y  b e i n g  o n  t h e  r i v e r  s ide  o f  t h e  house .  

T h u s ,  t h e  eas t  d o o r w a y  may  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a less e legan t  t r e a t m e n t  t h a n  

t h e  w e s t .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e h i n d  t h e  s tone  f r o n t i s p i e c e s  now in p lace may 

revea l  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  appearance.  

T h e  p r e s e n t  r o o f  mater ia l  i s  s la te  o n  o r i g i n a l  I x  6 so l id  s h e a t h i n g .  

In t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  severa l  s h i n g l e s  a n d  f r a g m e n t s  o f  s h i n g l e s  

w e r e  f o u n d  in t h e  a t t i c  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house .  

Be l ieved  to b e  t h e  o l d e s t  o f  these  s h i n g l e s  a r e  t w o  h a n d s p l i t  a n d  

d r a w k n i f e - d r e s s e d  c e d a r  shakes  w i t h  r o u n d  5 / 8 - i n c h  t h i c k  b u t t s .  O n e  o f  

these  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  w o r n  by e ros ion ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  ad jacen t  

c o u r s e  e t c h e d  o n  i t s  s u r f a c e .  T h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  wear  o n  t h i s  s h i n g l e  

ind ica tes  an  espec ia l l y  l o n g  e x p o s u r e  b e f o r e  rep lacement .  C i v i l  War 

p h o t o g r a p h s  revea l  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  s h i n g l e s  w e r e  s q u a r e  b u t t e d  by 

1863. One may assume t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was r e - r o o f e d  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  

w a r  by Major  Lacy ,  who  also u n d e r t o o k  severa l  changes  o n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  

Chatham.  T h e  o t h e r  s h i n g l e  was n e v e r  ins ta l l ed ,  p e r h a p s  because it was 

too  s h o r t .  T h i s  a r t i f a c t  i s  espec ia l l y  v a l u a b l e  because it i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  

d e g r e e  t o  w h i c h  f i n i s h  a n d  s h a p i n g  was c a r r i e d  in m a k i n g  s h i n g l e s  f o r  t h e  

house .  F rom t h e s e  t w o  examples t h e  l e n g t h ,  w i d t h ,  t h i c k n e s s ,  spac ing ,  

a n d  e x p o s u r e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  room c a n  b e  d e t e r m i n e d .  

Severa l  t y p e s  o f  sawn s h i n g l e s  w e r e  f o u n d  in t h e  a t t i c .  M a n y  w e r e  

p l a i n ,  but severa l  examples h a d  a d a r k  g r e e n  s t a i n .  Some o f  t h e m  may  

d a t e  t o  t h e  p r e - C i v i l  War r o o f  rep lacement ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s ,  espec ia l l y  t h o s e  

w h i c h  w e r e  s ta ined ,  p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p o s t w a r  r o o f  mate r ia l s .  

A l t h o u g h  n o  documenta t ion  e x i s t s  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  date ,  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s la te  r o o f  a lmost c e r t a i n l y  was p a r t  o f  t h e  D e v o r e  co lon ia l iza t ion 

r e n o v a t i o n  e f f o r t  in t h e  1920s. T h e  n a i l s  u s e d  t o  f a s t e n  t h e  s lates,  f o r  

example,  a r e  m o d e r n  c o p p e r  w i r e  n a i l s - - n o t  in w i d e s p r e a d  u s e  until t h e  



end o f  t h e  19th cen tu ry - -and  on l y  t h e  Devores under took  major w o r k  

d u r i n g  t h a t  per iod .  I n  addit ion, t h e  photograph f rom 1910 shows t h e  

roo f  t o  be  o f  wood. A n  examination o f  t h e  roof  sur face revealed s l i gh t  

sagging between major r a f t e r s  caused b y  increased dead load o f  t h e  slate. 

T h i s  e f fec t  i s  n o t  serious, b u t  secondary t russes  would be he lp fu l  in 

p reven t i ng  f u r t h e r  deter iorat ion.  

T h e  p lantat ion house i s  f i t t e d  w i t h  g u t t e r s  th roughou t .  T h e  centra l  

po r t i on  has copper g u t t e r s  and fe r rous  metal downspouts. Bo th  are  

painted. T h e  passages and wings have painted fe r rous  metal g u t t e r s  and 

downspouts. T h e  en t i re  roo f  dra inage system, whi le mechanically sound, 

has peel ing pa in t  and s igns o f  d r a i n  obs t ruc t ion  in some areas. 

T h e  chimneys have been reconst ruc ted  a t  least once and possib ly  

several t imes. Evidence o f  t h i s  work  i s  easily v is ib le  ins ide t h e  a t t i c .  

Present ly ,  t h e  chimneys are  i n  an unstable condi t ion due  t o  deter iorated 

mor tar  and shear c rack ing ,  especially on  t h e  south chimney. T h e  b r i c k  

used f o r  t h i s  work  is so f t  and several u n i t s  a re  spal l ing. 

Chatham i s  f i t t e d  w i t h  a l i gh tn ing  protect ion system which f i r s t  

appears i n  photographs f rom the  1920s--again p robab ly  an item insta l led 

b y  t h e  Devores. T h e  f o u r  p lantat ion house chimneys have a i r  terminals 

wh ich  are  connected t o  a substandard g r o u n d  conductor  system. T h e  

anchorage f o r  these terminals, moreover, has corroded away ove r  t h e  past  

f i f t y  years and t h e  terminals a re  i n  danger o f  fa l l ing .  In addi t ion t o  t h e  

house, t h e  ta l lest  t rees wh ich  s u r r o u n d  it have one o r  more a i r  terminals 

i n  them. A d i s t u r b i n g  except ion t o  t h i s  p rac t ice  i s  t h e  b i g  sycamore on 

t h e  east side o f  t h e  house, which i s  unprotected.  

l n t e r i o r  

O l i ve r  H .  C larke 's  measured p lan o f  1920 i s  t h e  on ly  record  of 

Chatham's pre-Devore  i n te r i o r  condi t ion.  From t h i s  d rawing,  i n  

conjunct ion w i t h  t h e  invest igat ion o f  f ab r i c ,  much can be  learned about  

t h e  or ig ina l  organizat ion o f  i n t e r i o r  spaces. T h e  cent ra l  p a r t  i s  d i v ided  

i n to  t h r e e  square rooms. B r i c k  i n te r i o r  bear ing  walls, nea r l y  24 inches 



t h i ck ,  separated t h e  rooms and p rov ided  suppor t  f o r  t h e  or ig ina l  f loor  

f raming system. These walls r i se  from t h e  cel lar t o  t h e  second f loor  

ce i l ing level, where t h e y  terminate i n  a t imber  p la te  and roo f - suppor t i ng  

k ingpost .  

T h e  Sta i rs  -- 
A un ique  and puzz l ing  feature o f  t h e  house i s  t h e  conspicuous 

absence o f  a s ta i r  in i t s  cent ra l  p a r t ,  t h e  on l y  two -s to ry  segment of t h e  

bu i l d ing .  T h e  center  room (Room 105) i n  f ac t  never  was in tended t o  

have a s ta i r .  T h e  conjectura l  res tored p lan  (Append ix  F)  expla ins t h e  

mys te ry  of t h e  " b r i c k  covered ways" mentioned in t h e  insurance s u r v e y  

o f  1797 which connected t h e  wings and dwel l ing u n i t .  T h e y  were, from 

t h e  time o f  construct ion,  n o t  o n l y  passages b u t  also s ta i r  hal ls.  

Several pieces of evidence conclus ive ly  p r o v e  t h i s  hypothesis .  

Plaster samples were removed f rom b o t h  t h e  n o r t h  and south walls o f  

Room 107. T h e  material is ea r l y  lime plaster,  horsehair  re inforced,  and 

prec isely  matching o the r  p laster  samples known t o  be  or ig inal  f rom o the r  

locations. T h i s  p las ter  was appl ied t o  un f in ished rough- la id  i n t e r i o r  

b r i c k  in tended f rom t h e  outset  t o  be p lastered.  I t  was deduced f rom t h i s  

evidence t h a t  t h e  passage marked 15e on t h e  "Chatham Si te Sketch"  

(Append ix  A )  never  was an open passage. Had it been open, t h e  n o r t h  

and south walls would have received ex te r i o r  tooled mor tar  joints.  

Cor robora t ing  t h i s  evidence is t h e  observat ion t h a t  t h e  wall connect ion o f  

15e t o  15a and 15c i s  f u l l y  keyed- - tha t  i s  a l te rna t ing  courses in te r lock  

w i t h  t h e  adjacent wal l--a process n o t  l i ke l y  if t h e  passage wall was a la te r  

addi t ion.  F inal ly ,  an excavat ion a t  t h e  founat ion o f  15e and 15a revealed 

t h e  foo t ing  o f  15e, where t h e  passage actual ly  goes u n d e r  t h e  foo t ing  o f  

15a, ind ica t ing  t h e  former had t o  be b u i l t  f i r s t .  

Quoted i n  Ronald W. Johnson's "Pre l iminary Histor ic  Resource Study ,  

Chatham" t e x t  was a descr ip t ion  by Char les Augustus  M u r r a y  o f  t h e  

p lantat ion house d u r i n g  Judge Coalter 's ownersh ip .  He recounts en te r i ng  

a "small entrance-hal l ,  f loored w i t h  pol ished p ine  boards; t h e  wainscot t ing 

o f  t h e  pa r lou r  a t t rac ted  my not ice. . ."  T h e  "small entrance-hal l "  su re l y  



c o u l d  n o t  b e  t h e  g e n e r o u s  22 x 22 f o o t  c e n t e r  room (Room 105), but was 

u n d o u b t e d l y  one  o f  t h e  o t h e r  passages, b o t h  o f  w h i c h  s t i l l  possess t h e i r  

d u r a b l e  long- lea f  s o u t h e r n  p i n e  f l o o r i n g .  

A n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  a t t i c  of 15d  led  t o  a r e m a r k a b l e  d i s c o v e r y .  

T h e  t o p  o f  a s t a i r  h a l l  symmetr ica l  t o  t h e  one in 15e h a d  been p r e s e r v e d  

s ince  t h e  s t a i r ' s  remova l .  T h e  p l a s t e r  was p a r t l y  i n t a c t .  M a r k s  o f  

w a i n s c o t i n g  c l e a r l y  w e r e  v i s i b l e .  T h e  w i d t h  o f  t h e  s t a i r  can  b e  measured 

a n d  t h e  a n g l e  o f  t h e  s t r i n g e r s  ca lcu la ted .  Beaded s o f f i t  b o a r d s  l e f t  in 

p lace w h e r e  t h e  s t a i r  passed t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  wal l  i n t o  15a w e r e  

ana lyzed  f o r  p a i n t  ev idence .  

Severa l  conc lus ions  w e r e  reached  by s t u d y  o f  t h i s  f a b r i c .  T r u e  t o  

t h e  r i g i d  s y m m e t r i c a l i t y  bf Chatham,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  

t w o  s t a i r s ,  one  in each o f  t h e  passages, f o r m i n g  c i r c u l a t i o n  co res  a n d  

i n f o r m a l  r e c e p t i o n  areas, A l t h o u g h  r e l a t i v e l y  n a r r o w - - 3  f e e t  7 i n c h e s - - t h e  

s t a i r s  w e r e  wel l  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  wainscot,  u n d o u b t e d l y  m a t c h i n g  t h e  pane l  

a n d  c h a i r  r a i l  u s e d  e lsewhere.  T h e s e  s t a i r s  w e r e  o r i g i n a l ;  in fac t ,  it i s  

log ica l  t o  assume t h a t  15a a n d  15e w e r e  built a t  t h e  same t ime, as t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  ev idence  sugges ts ,  in o r d e r  t h a t  a s t a i r  f o r  m o v i n g  men a n d  

mate r ia l s  t o  t h e  second f l o o r  o f  15a b e  r e a d y  in advance  o f  w o r k ' t h e r e .  

T h e  s h o r t  d iagonal  f l i g h t  o f  s t a i r s  p r e s e n t l y  in p lace a t  t h e  second f l o o r  

leve l  i s  also o r i g i n a l ,  as ev idenced  by t h e  e a r l y  s p l i t  l a t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  a n g l e d  passage wal l  v i s i b l e  f r o m  Room 204, a n d  by t h e  u n d i s t u r b e d  

p l a t e  a n d  s t u d  connec t ion  in t h e  a t t i c  above  t h i s  wal l .  P a i n t  a n a l y s i s  

shows t h e  s t a i r  ha l l  s o f f i t  r e c e i v e d  o n l y  t h r e e  l a y e r s  o f  p a i n t ,  t h e s e  

m a t c h i n g  o r i g i n a l  f i r s t  f l o o r  wa insco t  c o l o r s  up t o  a p o i n t  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

C i v i l  War.  T h e  s t a i r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was p r o b a b l y  removed by Major  L a c y .  

A l l  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  a r e  in agreement  w i t h  F i t z h u g h ' s  men t ion  o f  " t w o  p a i r s  

o f  s t a i r s "  in h i s  1797 a d v e r t i s e m e n t .  T h e r e  were,  in f a c t ,  a " p a i r "  of 

s t a i r s  in each passage, one  up t o  t h e  second f l o o r ,  t h e  o t h e r  d o w n  t o  t h e  

c e l l a r .  



C e l l a r  

A l s o  men t ioned  in t h e  1797 a d v e r t i s e m e n t  a r e  Cha tham's  " e x c e l l e n t  

d ry  ce l la rs , "  a n o t h e r  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  

c e l l a r  i s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a  c o n c r e t e  f l o o r ,  p r o b a b l y  a b o u t  a  f o o t  l o w e r  t h a n  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  as e v i d e n c e d  by t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  u n d e r p i n n i n g  men t ioned  

p r e v i o u s l y .  T h e  c e l l a r  wa l ls  b u l g e  i n w a r d  in s e v e r a l  b a y s  o n  t h e  w e s t  

s i d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  a  c o n d i t i o n  caused by l a t e r a l  so i l  p r e s s u r e  a n d  

a g g r a v a t e d  b y  v e g e t a t i v e  enc roachment .  Roots  o f  v i n e s  a n d  s h r u b s  

p l a n t e d  c lose t o  t h e  building h a v e  f o u n d  t h e i r  w a y  b e t w e e n  t h e  b r i c k s ,  

b r e a k i n g  t h e  j o i n t s  a n d  d i s l o d g i n g  t h e  m o r t a r .  L a t e r a l  d i sp lacement  can  

b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  b o n d i n g  be tween  c o u r s e s .  F u r t h e r  

e n d a n g e r i n g  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  ~ v a l l s  i s  t h e  damage t o  t h e  wood c e l l a r  

w i n d o w  l i n t e l s  by i n s e c t  a t t a c k .  T h e s e  members  s u p p o r t  b o t h  a  p o r t i o n  o f  

t h e  m a s o n r y  wal l  a n d  p r o v i d e  e n d  b e a r i n g  f o r  j o i s t s  w h i c h  a r e  loca ted  a t  

w i n d o w  o p e n i n g s .  

T h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  f r a m i n g  sys tem,  v i s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  ce l l a r ,  i s  u n d a t e d  

but c a n n o t  b e  e a r l i e r  t h a n  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  10 x  10 

summer beam running l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  d o w n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  each  b a y ,  

s u p p o r t i n g  3 x 12 j o i s t s  on a p p r o x i m a t e  2 0 - i n c h  c e n t e r s .  G a u g e  m a r k s  

a n d  j o i s t  p o c k e t  rema ins  i n d i c a t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s y s t e m  t o  b e  gr id o f  4  x 4s 

some o f  w h i c h  a r e  s t i l l  in p lace r e s t i n g  o n  r e l a t i v e l y  small ,  c l o s e l y  

spaced, s e c o n d a r y  j o i s t s .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  was p laced  

f r o m  be low w i t h o u t  d i s t u r b i n g  m a n y  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  j o i s t s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  

f l o o r i n g  i s  a t t a c h e d .  I n  t h i s  w a y ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r ,  w h e r e  it s u r v i v e d ,  

rema ins  u n d i s t u r b e d .  T h e  u n u s u a l  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  m e r i t s  

n o t e  as  a n  a rea  f o r  f u t u r e  s t u d y  in o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  e x a c t  

d imens ions  a n d  s p a c i n g  o f  t h i s  e a r l y  s t r u c t u r a l  sys tem.  

T h e  m o d e r n  jo is ts ,  l i k e  t h e  w i n d o w  l i n t e l s ,  f e l l  p r e y  t o  i n s e c t  

damage. A p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y  members  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  m a r k e d  

as  s h o w n  t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n f e s t e d .  T h e  summer beams escaped i n s e c t  a t t a c k  

but a t  l eas t  o n e  i s  c r a c k e d  by f i b e r  shear  in t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  p l a n e .  

E n g i n e e r i n g  a n a l y s i s  ( A p p e n d i x  G )  shows t h e  jo i s t s  t o  b e  m o r e  t h a n  

a d e q u a t e  if t h e  u n s o u n d  members  a r e  r e p l a c e d  a n d  if t h e  summer beams 

a r e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  w i t h  a  c e n t e r  co lumn.  



S e v e r a l  t y p e s  o f  f l o o r i n g  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  O r i g i n a l  

ma te r ia l  i s  a l l  l o n g - l e a f  s o u t h e r n  p ine ,  a p r i m e  q u a l i t y  ma te r ia l  w i t h  

e x t r a o r d i n a r y  wear  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  T h e s e  b o a r d s  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  I  x 

8, g a u g e d  w i t h  a p l a n e  t o  i n s u r e  u n i f o r m  h e i g h t ,  a n d  jo ined  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

h a r d w o o d  p i n s  o r  dowels ,  t h e n  blind n a i l e d  t o  t h e  j o i s t s  w i t h  f l a t  p o i n t  

"T" head  n a i l s .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  method  i s  l i s t e d  in t h e  

C a r p e n t e r ' s  Company  o f  Ph i l ade lph ia  Ru lebook  o f  1786 as t h e  m o s t  

e x p e n s i v e  k i n d  o f  f l o o r  j o i n e r y .  5 

T h e  c e l l a r  o f  15c i s  o c c u p i e d  by t h e  m o d e r n  k i t c h e n ,  t h e  o n l y  

f i n i s h e d  a rea  in t h e  c e l l a r .  T h e  i n t e r i o r  wa l l  s u r f a c e s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  w i t h  

p o r t l a n d  cement ,  a n d  t h e  c e i l i n g  i s  g y p s u m ,  a l l  p a i n t e d .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  

o b j e c t s  o f  n o t e  in t h i s  a r e a - - a  c a s t  i r o n  wood burning s t o v e  a n d  a v e r y  

e a r l y  H o t p o i n t  e l e c t r i c  s tove,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  e v a l u a t e d  f o r  

poss ib le  h i s t o r i c a l  m e r i t .  

F i r s t  F loo r  -- 
T h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  rooms o f  15a a n d  t h e  

o t h e r  a reas .  Rooms 105 a n d  106 possess m u c h  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  p a n e l i n g .  

T h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  w o o d w o r k  was f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  by p a i n t  ana lys i s ,  

s h o w i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  co lo r ,  d a r k  g r e e n ,  as t h e  b o t t o m  l a y e r  in a l l  major  

areas.  Removable  pane ls  c o v e r i n g  p i p e  chases a t  t h e  s o u t h  wa l l  o f  Room 

105 w h e n  examined  f o r  too l  m a r k s  show t h e  m a r k s  o f  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  s a w i n g  

a n d  p l a n i n g .  T h e  n a i l i n g  ad jacen t  t o  s u c h  a pane l  i s  d r i v e n  t h r o u g h  a n  

o r i g i n a l  s t y l e  i n t o  a n  u n d i s t u r b e d  wood n a i l e r  s e t  in t h e  b r i c k  wal l .  

When removed ,  a sample n a i l  was f o u n d  t o  b e  a f l a t  p o i n t  "Ti' h e a d  f i n i s h  

n a i l .  T h e  e n t i r e  s o u t h  wal l  pane l  w h e r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was p e r f o r m e d  

i s  a s i n g l e  unit, w i t h  f u l l  l e n g t h  r a i l s .  F rom t h e  ev idence ,  it was 

c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  s o u t h  wal l  p a n e l i n g  has  been  in p lace  as  a unit 

s ince  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  house.  Examina t ion  o f  t h e  b r i c k  

5. T h e  Ru les  o f  W o r k  o f  t h e  C a r p e n t e r ' s  Company  - o f  - t h e  Clty - a n d  
C o u n t y  - o f  Ph i lade lph ia  (Facs imi le  e d . ,  P r ince ton ,  1971), p.  11.  



b e h i n d  t h e  p i p e  chases d isc losed n o  s i g n s  o f  p l a s t e r i n g  o r  e x p o s u r e  

w i t h o u t  p a n e l i n g .  T h e  l a y e r i n g  h e r e  was u s e d  t h e r e f o r e  as a r e f e r e n c e  

f o r  compar i son  o f  o t h e r  samples o f  pane l ing .  

T h e  l a r g e  d o o r w a y  shown in a ca .  1914 p h o t o g r a p h  be tween  Rooms 

104 a n d  105 (now rep laced  by a smal ler  e n t r y )  was c losed by t w o  l a r g e  

concealed s l i d i n g  doors .6  O n e  o f  t h e s e  i s  e x t a n t  a n d  in u s e  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e  

o f  t h e  Watchman's O f f i c e ,  p o s s i b l y  s t i l l  h u n g  o n  o r i g i n a l  h a r d w a r e .  A g a i n  

p a i n t  ana lys is  was u s e d  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  an  e a r l y  1 9 t h  

c e n t u r y  d a t e .  As c a n  b e  seen f r o m  t h e  p a i n t  schedule ,  t h e  p r o b a b l e  

d a t e s  o f  t h e  d o o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a n d  removal  a r e  b r a c k e t e d  by i t s  p o s i t i o n  in 

t h e  p a i n t  sequence.  S ince  b o t h  s ides o f  t h e  d o o r  a r e  p a i n t e d  t h e  same, 

we may i n f e r  t h a t  t h e  l o s t  p a n e l i n g  o f  Room 104 fo l l ows  t h e  same 

p r o g r e s s i o n  o f  co lo rs  as  t h a t  f o r  Room 105. 

T h e  s o u t h  wal l  o f  Room 105, t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  more  complex in i t s  

c h r o n o l o g y  t h a n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  room d u e  t o  t h e  mod i f i ca t ions  w h i c h  w e r e  

i n v o l v e d  in f i r s t  c r e a t i n g ,  t h e n  r e d u c i n g ,  t h e  d o o r w a y  be tween  t h e  

rooms. P r e l i m i n a r y  p a i n t  ana lys is  revea led  t h a t  some o f  t h e  pane ls  a n d  

s t i l es  a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  r e t a i n e d  a f t e r  changes  in t h e  wal l  t o o k  place,  a n d  t h a t  

t h e  r a i l s  a n d  rema in ing  pane ls  d a t e  f r o m  t h e  D e v o r e  o w n e r s h i p .  

U s i n g  t h i s  method  o f  ana lys is ,  t h e  p a n e l i n g  in Room 106 was f o u n d  

t o  b e  o r i g i n a l ,  w i t h  t h e  p i l a s t e r s  a n d  w i n d o w  jambs e x c e p t e d .  T h e  room 

i s  f u r t h e r  e n r i c h e d  by a b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  w h i c h  i s  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  a n d  

resembles t h e  e x t e r i o r  t r e a t m e n t  o n  a smal ler  scale. N e i t h e r  Room 104 

n o r  106 h a d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  w i n d o w  jambs. I t  i s  assumed t h e  t r i m  matched  

t h a t  o f  t h e  passages (Rooms 102 a n d  109) w h i c h  i s  o r i g i n a l ,  but t h a t  it 

was damaged during w a r t i m e  occupa t ion  a n d  rep laced .  T h e  jambs a n d  

a r c h i t r a v e  o f  Room 105 a r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  but t h e  p a c k e t  s h u t t e r s  w e r e  

removed  a t  a n  u n k n o w n  date ,  l e a v i n g  e m p t y  spaces in t h e  jambs t o  

r e c e i v e  them.  Pieces o f  w indow t r i m  a r e  f o u n d  in t h e  p r e s e n t  second 

6. P h o t o g r a p h  f r o m  H a r p e r ' s  Bazaar ,  A u g u s t  1914, 34-35 



f l o o r  ce i l i ng ,  employed as n a i l e r s  w h i c h  may  b e  h e l p f u l  in i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  

d a t e  t h a t  t h e  m i l l w o r k  was removed.  

Room 104 has n e w  p a n e l i n g  f o r  w h i c h  C l a r k e ' s  d r a w i n g s  s t i l l  e x i s t .  

I t  i s  a house  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  U n i o n  p i c k e t s  s t r i p p e d  t h e  room f o r  f i r e w o o d  

during t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1862. A p h o t o g r a p h  f rom t h e  S u l l i v a n  res idence  

shows t h e  p l a s t e r e d  wal ls  w h i c h  remained until a f t e r  1921, t h e  d a t e  o f  

C l a r k e ' s  d e s i g n .  

Passages 

T h e  n o r t h  passage, w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  Rooms 102b a n d  103, possesses 

m u c h  e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d iscuss ion  o f  h o w  a n d  w h e n  t h e  

s t a i r s  w e r e  b u i l t  a n d  mod i f i ed .  A l l  o f  t h e  f l o o r i n g  in Room 103, f o r  

example,  i s  o r i g i n a l ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a consp icuous  p a t c h e d  a rea  w h e r e  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  ce l l a r  s t a i r  p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  A c a r e f u l  examina t ion  o f  

t h e  p l a s t e r  wal ls  d i sc losed  t h e  l i n e  l e f t  by p a t c h i n g  t h e  p l a s t e r  w h e n  t h e  

s t a i r  a n d  l a n d i n g  w e r e  removed .  A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  wes t  wal l  wa insco t  in 

Room 103 shows it t o  b e  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  second f l o o r  ha l l ,  t a k e n  f r o m  

t h e  n o r t h  e n d  o f  t h e  c o r r i d o r  w h e n  t h e  s t a i r  was removed,  a n d  t h e n  

i n s t a l l e d  o n  t h e  n e w  wal l  w h i c h  c r e a t e d  Room 103 f r o m  t h e  f o r m e r  s t a i r  

h a l l .  

A compar i son  o f  C l a r k e ' s  measured d r a w i n g  a n d  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

e v i d e n c e  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s t a i r  shown in 1920 i s  a t  least  in t h e  

o r i g i n a l  locat ion a n d  p o s s i b l y  was t h e  h i s t o r i c  s t a i r .  C l a r k e ' s  c h a n g e  t o  

t h e  n e w  s t a i r  o n l y  makes sense w h e n  seen as a n  a t t e m p t  t o  inc rease  c lose t  

a n d  s t o r a g e  space a n d  t o  c r e a t e  a new-  p a n t r y .  In d o i n g  so, n e w  d o o r  

a n d  w i n d o w  o p e n i n g s  w e r e  c u t  in t h e  eas t  wal l  o f  t h e  s o u t h  passage, in 

o r d e r  t o  al low s t a f f  access d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p a n t r y .  T h e  f l o o r  o f  Room 107 

i s  p r e s e n t l y  c o v e r e d  w i t h  l ino leum a n d  was n o t  v i s i b l e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h e  c o r r i d o r ,  Room 109a, however ,  does s t i l l  show h i s t o r i c  

f l o o r i n g  mate r ia l .  



Wings 

T h e  w i n g s  b o t h  o r i g i n a l l y  cons is ted  o f  a room a n d  an techamber  

separa ted  by t h e  f i rep lace  wa l l .  T h e  eas t  ch imney  b r e a s t  o f  b o t h  rooms 

f u n c t i o n e d  o r i g i n a l l y  as a c loset  common t o  b o t h  rooms v i a  a d o o r  f r o m  

each, l i g h t e d  by a n  e a s t e r n  w i n d o w .  C l a r k e ' s  measured  p l a n  shows t h i s  

c lose t  a n d  commun ica t ing  d o o r  a r r a n g e m e n t  s t i l l  i n t a c t  as la te  as 1920. 

T r a c e s  o f  p l a s t e r  p a t c h i n g  in Room 110 v e r i f y  h i s  d r a w i n g .  B o t h  w i n g s  

a r e  wainscoted w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i c  p a n e l s .  Room 111 d e s e r v e s  spec ia l  n o t e  

f o r  t h e  mod i f i ca t ions  made t h e r e  in c o n v e r t i n g  it t o  a l i b r a r y .  C l a r k e ' s  

measured p l a n  shows t h e  room b e f o r e  t h e  s o u t h  wal l  was c u t  away  t o  

p r o v i d e  space f o r  built-in b o o k  she lves .  T h e  wal l  h a d  a l r e a d y  been  

mod i f i ed  by t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a d o o r  in t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  wal l ,  r e p l a c i n g  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  w i n d o w .  Ev idence  o f  t h e  w i n d o w  s t i l l  can  b e  seen a r o u n d  t h e  

m a s o n r y  jambs o f  t h e  d o o r .  T h e  e x a c t  d a t e  o f  t h i s  l a t t e r  mod i f i ca t ion  i s  

n o t  known,  but a C i v i l  War e r a  p h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h  shows 

an  e n t r y  in t h a t  locat ion in 1862. 

T h e  f i r e p l a c e  b r e a s t s  in b o t h  Rooms 101 a n d  111 a r e  s u s p i c i o u s l y  

deep  f o r  a s i n g l e  f i r e p l a c e  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  in f a c t  t w o  f l u e s  in t h e  ch imney ,  

t h u s  i n d i c a t i n g  t w o  f i r e p l a c e s .  Ev idence  t o  c o n f i r m  t h i s  t h o u g h t  c o u l d  b e  

d e t e r m i n e d  by removal  o f  p l a s t e r  in t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  areas.  

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  severa l  d o o r s  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  t o  b e  

re loca ted  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  f a b r i c .  M a r k s  o f  recessed "HL" h i n g e s  a n d  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  r i m l o c k  w e r e  v i s i b l e  o n  t h e  s t i l es  a n d  r a i l s ,  a n d  p a i n t  samples 

t a k e n  f r o m  a re loca ted  d o o r  in t h e  basement  k i t c h e n  v e r i f i e d  t h e  p r e s u m e d  

1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  d a t e .  A s im i la r  d o o r  was also f o u n d  be tween  Rooms 109b 

a n d  111. T h e s e  d o o r s  revea l  t h e  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  f i n i s h  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a t  

Chatham.  T h e  h i n g e s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  been  concealed by l e t t i n g  t h e  s t r a p  

i n t o  t h e  face  o f  t h e  door ,  a n d  t h e  rema in ing  h a l f  o f  t h e  h i n g e  p r o b a b l y  

was h i d d e n  by i n s t a l l i n g  it u n d e r  t h e  a r c h i t r a v e ,  t h u s  l e a v i n g  o n l y  t h e  

h i n g e  k n u c k l e  in v i e w .  



Second F loor  

T h e  s t a i r  t h a t  leads t o  t h e  second f l o o r  w h i c h  has been  d i s c u s s e d  

p r e v i o u s l y  t e r m i n a t e s  a t  a n a r r o w  mezzanine, Room 205. T h i s  space i s  

enc losed w i t h i n  t h e  a t t i c  o f  t h e  s o u t h  passage, p r o v i d i n g  a n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  

leve l  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  40 i n c h e s  be low t h e  second f l o o r  l i ne .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  

c losets  in t h e  kneewal l  space a long  t h e  mezzanine a n d  a d o o r  w h i c h  leads 

t o  a s t o r a g e  area in t h e  a t t i c  o f  t h e  s o u t h  w i n g .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  a 

m o d e r n  c e d a r  s t o r a g e  unit a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 x 10 f e e t  f o r  d r a p e r i e s  a n d  

c l o t h i n g ,  a n d  a separa te  r u g  s t o r a g e  ches t .  T h e  e n t i r e  a t t i c  space i s  

c o v e r e d  w i t h  1 / 2 - i n c h  we lded  mesh o v e r  seaweed i n s u l a t i o n  (see " A t t i c , "  

f o l l o w i n g ,  f o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  mater ia l ) ,  a n d  i s  f l o o r e d  w i t h  r o u g h  

p i n e .  

T h e  p r e s e n t  second f l o o r  p lan ,  w i t h  m i n o r  excep t ions ,  r e f l e c t s  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  T h e  s h o r t  s e t  o f  s i x  s t a i r s  f r o m  Room 205 t o  t h e  

c o r r i d o r ,  Room 202, i s  a n  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e ,  as demons t ra ted  b y  p a i n t  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  pane l ing ,  a n d  i t s  s y m m e t r i c a l i t y  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  remains 

f o u n d  in t h e  a t t i c  o f  t h e  n o r t h  passage.  F u r t h e r ,  C l a r k e ' s  1920 d r a w i n g  

no tes  t h e  s h o r t  s t a i r  " t o  remain, "  a n d  an  examina t ion  o f  t h e  d iagona l  wal l  

bes ide  t h e  s t a i r  showed it t o  b e  o r i g i n a l .  T h e  a r c h e d  o p e n i n g  in t h e  wal l  

be tween  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house  a n d  t h e  s o u t h  passage i s  a n e w  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

as beaded s o f f i t  b o a r d s  w e r e  f o u n d  in t h e  remains o f  t h e  n o r t h  s t a i r .  

T h e  second f l o o r  f l o o r b o a r d s  h a v e  been  p r e s e r v e d  in t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  

c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  v e r y  m i n o r  p a t c h i n g .  A t  a n  u n k n o w n  date ,  p r o b a b l y  a t  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y  o r  d u r i n g  t h e  D e v o r e  res idence ,  t h e  e n t i r e  

f i r s t  f l o o r  c e i l i n g  was removed,  a n d  w i t h  r e m a r k a b l e  a n d  f o r t u n a t e  s k i l l ,  a 

n e w  s t r u c t u r a l  sys tem was i n s t a l l e d  f r o m  be low.  T h e  system c o n s i s t s  of 

steel  channe ls  p laced  l o n g i t u d i n a l l y ,  s e t  i n t o  t h e  b r i c k  b e a r i n g  wal ls,  

s u p p o r t i n g  3 x 12 wood j o i s t s .  L i k e  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  f r a m i n g  

was a g r i d  o f  p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  members.  T h e  new jo i s ts  a r e  p laced  

s i d e - b y - s i d e  w i t h  t h e  p r i m a r y  h i s t o r i c  members,  a n d  t h e  f l o o r i n g  t h u s  

a c t u a l l y  remains a t tached  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  u n d i s t u r b e d  ( A p p e n d i x  G ) .  

T h e  method  o f  j o i n i n g  t h e  f l o o r i n g  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  in t h a t  

a blind na i led  s p l i n e d  j o i n t  was u s e d  a t  t h i s  leve l  i n s t e a d  o f  dowels ,  



p r o b a b l y  because s p l i n i n g  was less  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  dowe ls  w e r e  n o t  

t h o u g h t  t o  b e  necessary  a t  t h e  second f l o o r .  Fo l l ow ing  accep ted  1 8 t h  

c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g  p r a c t i c e ,  c l e a r  l o n g - l e a f  ye l l ow  p i n e  b o a r d s  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 i n c h e s  w i d e  a n d  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  s p a n  f r o m  wa l l - to -wa l l  

w i t h o u t  but t  j o i n t s  w e r e  u s e d .  T h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  f l o o r i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  

concea led u n d e r  t h e  b a s e b o a r d  in a l l  rooms e x c e p t  t h e  c o r r i d o r ,  Room 

202, w h i c h  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  sec t ions  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  t h r e e  room 

d i v i s i o n s .  

In t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  f l o o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e  s w i t c h i n g  mechanism f o r  

t h e  b e l l r o p e s ,  once  u s e d  t o  ca l l  t h e  s e r v a n t s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  was 

d i s c o v e r e d .  S p r i n g - l o a d e d  k n i f e  s w i t c h e s  w e r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  u n d e r s i d e  

o f  t h e  f l o o r ,  a c t u a t e d  by a w i r e  w h i c h  in turn w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e i l i n g  

a n d  was f a s t e n e d  t o  a r o p e .  

T h e  c o n j e c t u r a l  r e s t o r e d  p l a n  ( A p p e n d i x  F) i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  r igid 

s y m m e t r i c a l i t y  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  second f l o o r .  T h e  c o r r i d o r  c o n n e c t e d  n o r t h  

a n d  s o u t h  s t a i r s  a n d  p r o v i d e d  access t o  t h e  t h r e e  equa l  rooms.  A n  

a p p a r e n t  f l a w  in t h e  scheme i s  t h e  l a c k  o f  a f i r e p l a c e  in t h e  c e n t e r  room.  

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  imagine o c c u p y i n g  a n  u n h e a t e d  space in t h e  damp 

V i r g i n i a  w i n t e r s  but n o  e v i d e n c e  o f  a h i s t o r i c  h e a t i n g  s y s t e m  was f o u n d  

t h e r e .  T h e  t w o  e n d  wa l l  f i r ep laces ,  it s h o u l d  b e  no ted ,  a r e  located 

s l i g h t l y  o f f - c e n t e r  in o r d e r  t o  make room f o r  t h e  s t a i r s ,  a n d  t h e  c l u m s y  

j u n c t u r e  o f  d iagona l  wa l l  a n d  c h i m n e y  b r e a s t  i s  a n  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e .  

T h e  f i r s t  c h a n g e  in t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  was t h e  removal  o f  t h e  

n o r t h  s t a i r  a n d  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a small  chamber ,  Room 201a, a t  t h a t  

e n d  of t h e  c o r r i d o r .  I t  i s  e n t i r e l y  poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  o f  

t h e  room was u s e d  as  a b a t h  o r  d r e s s i n g  room e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  

running w a t e r .  O r  p e r h a p s  Major Lacy ,  t h e  p r o b a b l e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  t h i s  

change ,  d e s i r e d  g r e a t e r  p r i v a c y  f o r  h i s  b e d c h a m b e r  by i s o l a t i n g  it f r o m  

t h e  t h o r o u g h f a r e  o f  t h e  c o r r i d o r .  Wha tever  t h e  reason ,  t h i s  room a n d  

t h e  c o r r i d o r  c loset ,  Room 202a, a r e  e a r l y  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  p l a n .  T h e  

b e d r o o m  c loset ,  Room 201b, i s  a l a t e r  a d d i t i o n .  Severa l  l a y e r s  o f  

w a l l p a p e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n  1850s f l o r a l  p a t t e r n ,  a r e  t o  b e  f w n d  above  a 

f a l s e  c e i l i n g  in t h e  c lose t .  F rom C l a r k e ' s  measured  d r a w i n g  it i s  k n o w n  

t h a t  t h e  c lose t  was in p lace  b y  1920. 



Also  completed by 1920 was t h e  o t h e r  b a t h ,  Room 203a, w h i c h  

r e d u c e s  t h e  s ize o f  Room 203 by u s i n g  t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  t h e  room. T h e  

t w o  assoc ia ted c losets ,  Rooms 203b a n d  204a, p o s t d a t e  t h e  measured  

d r a w i n g ,  p r e s u m a b l y  as p a r t  o f  t h e  D e v o r e  w o r k .  

A l l  second f l o o r  rooms a r e  p r e s e n t l y  covered ,  wal ls  a n d  c e i l i n g ,  w i t h  

wa l lpaper .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  wa l lpaper ,  t e n t a t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as ca.  1850, 

was f o u n d  in t h e  bedroom closet,  Room 201a, s u g g e s t i n g  Ma jo r  L a c y  as 

t h e  p r o b a b l e  i n i t i a t o r  o f  t h e  p a p e r i n g .  I t  i s  poss ib le  t h a t  t h i s  p a p e r  

rema ins  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  f i n i s h  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  c a r e d  f o r  w i t h  

e x t r e m e  c a u t i o n .  T h e  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  f i n i s h  i s  t h e  p a n e l i n g  in t h e  

c o r r i d o r ,  shown t o  b e  o r i g i n a l  b y  f a b r i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  p a i n t  ana lys is .  

T h e  p a n e l i n g  a n d  w indow f rames,  f o r  example,  possess v i r t u a l l y  t h e  same 

p a i n t  schedu le  as t h e  d i n i n g  room, Room 106, i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  age a n d  

a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  b o t h  wa insco t  a n d  f e n e s t r a t i o n .  B y  t h e  same t e c h n i q u e ,  

t h e  wood a r c h e s  a t  the.  doorways ,  201/202 a n d  202/205, a r e  shown t o  b e  

v e r y  r e c e n t ,  l i k e l y  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  a d d i t i o n s .  A n o t h e r  k n p w n  change  

in t h e  appearance  o f  Room 202 i s  t h e  e l im ina t ion  o f  t h e  p o r c h  door ,  w h i c h  

a p p e a r s  as sash w indow w i t h  h i n g e d  lower  panel  in a p r e - D e v o r e  

p h o t o g r a p h .  T h i s  d e v i c e  became u n n e c e s s a r y  w i t h  t h e  removal  o f  t h e  

p o r c h .  T h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  ma jo r  c h a n g e  was t h e  a d d i t i o n  sometime a f t e r  

1862 o f  t w o  w indows  each a t  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  wal ls .  T h e  C i v i l  War 

p h o t o g r a p h s  show n o  w indows  a t  t h e  second f l o o r  e x c e p t  t h o s e  o n  t h e  

east  a n d  wes t  e leva t ions .  A l l  l a t e r  p i c t u r e s  r e c o r d  t h e  w indows  in t h e i r  

p r e s e n t  locat ions.  

A t t i c  - 
O n l y  t h e  a t t i c  p r o v i d e s  u s  w i t h  a n  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r a l  sys tem in t h e  

p l a n t a t i o n  house.  A l l  o t h e r  f l o o r s  h a v e  been h e a v i l y  mod i f i ed ,  l e a v i n g  

s c a n t  t r a c e s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  T h e  s t r u c t u r a l  sys tem employed 

a t  t h e  a t t i c  leve l  o f  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house  i s  s im i la r  

t h r o u g h o u t .  T h e  a t t i c  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  manor  house p o r t i o n  i s  most  

i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  complex a n d  w i l l  b e  s t u d i e d  h e r e  in d e t a i l .  



T h e  a t t i c  f r a m i n g  d e p a r t s  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  lower  f l o o r s  in i t s  

abandonment  o f  t h e  u n i q u e  g r i d  d i scussed  e a r l i e r ,  a n d  t h e  adop t ion  

i n s t e a d  o f  a more  conven t iona l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  T h e  t y p i c a l  t h r e e - b a y  

sys tem is  f u r t h e r  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  s i x  b a y s  b y  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of 

t r a n s v e r s e  beams w h i c h  c r e a t e  s i x  n e a r l y  equal  b a y s ,  11 f e e t  t o  11 f e e t ,  

10 i n c h e s  in w i d t h .  T h e s e  t h e n  r e c e i v e  summer beams a r r a n g e d  o n  t h e  

l o n g i t u d i n a l  a x i s  i n t o  wjhich t h e  jo is ts  a r e  f r a m e d .  A t  each o f  t h e  

t r a n s v e r s e  beams, t h e r e  i s  a k i n g p o s t  w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  a major  r a f t e r  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  f r a m i n g  be low.  L i k e  mos t  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g s ,  

t h e r e  i s  n o  r i d g e  beam a t  Chatham; t h e  major  r a f t e r s  f r a m e  i n t o  t h e  

k i n g p o s t  a n d  a r e  s e c u r e d  w i t h  wood p i n s ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  r a f t e r s  a r e  

h a l f - l a p p e d  a t  t h e  peak  a n d  n a i l e d .  

T h e  l u m b e r  u s e d  f o r  t h i s  f r a m i n g  i s  b o t h  p i t - s a w n  a n d  h e w n ,  

sometimes w i t h  b o t h  methods employed o n  t h e  same member .  T h e  

connec t ion  be tween  t r a n s v e r s e  a n d  summer beams i s  a m o r t i s e  a n d  t e n o n  

j o i n t  p i n n e d  w i t h  a t r e e  n a i l .  Jo is ts  also f rame i n t o  t h e  summer beams 

w i t h  m o r t i s e  a n d  t e n o n  j o i n t s .  

A t t i c  connec t ions  w e r e  made w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a n u m b e r i n g  sys tem.  

Each o f  t w o  members w h i c h  jo in  a r e  m a r k e d  w i t h  Roman numera ls  d e n o t i n g  

t h e i r  locat ion.  I t  can  b e  su rmised ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e ,  

h a v i n g  been  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  was disassembled, h a u l e d  up t o  

t h e  second f l o o r  leve l ,  a n d  t h e n  reassembled f r o m  t h e  component  p a r t s  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n u m b e r s .  T h i s  techn ique ,  o b v i o u s l y ,  r e q u i r e d  a g r e a t e r  

amount  o f  p l a n n i n g  a n d  o rgan iza t iona l  s k i l l  t h a n  s imp ly  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  

w o r k  in p lace.  

A l l  a t t i c  spaces a r e  i n s u l a t e d  w i t h  a n  obso le te  mater ia l  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  

seaweed f i l l e r  q u i l t e d  i n t o  a k r a f t  p a p e r  enve lope,  f a s t e n e d  t o  t h e  r a f t e r s  

a n d  c o l l a r  t i e s  w i t h  n a i l s .  T h e  f i l l e r  was f o u n d  t o  burn r e a d i l y  in t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  k r a f t  p a p e r ,  t h u s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a n  e x t r e m e  f i r e  h a z a r d .  



T o p i c s  - f o r  F u r t h e r  Study 

A "Class A "  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  Chatham w o u l d  u n d o u b t e d l y  p r o v i d e  a  

more  i n - d e p t h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  house.  

Severa l  areas w e r e  n o t  i n v e s t i g a t e d  d u e  t o  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  u s i n g  

d e s t r u c t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s .  T h e r e  are,  however ,  areas o f  

p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  w h i c h  c o u l d  p r o v e  f r u i t f u l  w i t h o u t  major i n t r u s i o n s  i n t o  

t h e  f a b r i c .  

A more  e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p a i n t e d  m i l l w o r k  w o u l d  b e  u s e f u l  in 

d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e n  major  changes  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  w e r e  made. T h e  main  

d o o r w a y s  m i g h t  revea l  p r e c i s e l y  w h e n  t h e  p o r c h  was removed  a n d  p e r h a p s  

s h e d  l i g h t  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f r o n t i s p i e c e  appearance.  A n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s h u t t e r s  c o u l d  revea l  t h e i r  age.  T h e  severa l  p ieces o f  t r i m  u s e d  as 

n a i l e r s  in t h e  a t t i c  c o u l d  b e  h e l p f u l  in d a t i n g  i n t e r i o r  mod i f i ca t ions .  A l l  

p l a s t e r  walls, espec ia l l y  t h o s e  p r e s e n t l y  papered ,  s h o u l d  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  

c a r e f u l l y .  M i d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  p a p e r  has a l r e a d y  been f o u n d  in Room 201, 

a n d  f u r t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  e f f o r t s  s h o u l d  b e  d i r e c t e d  t h e r e .  

T h e  p r e s e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made in l i g h t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  t r e a t m e n t .  I f  r e s t o r a t i o n  i s  contemplated a t  a  l a t e r  date,  

more  t h o r o u g h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  elements o f  Cha tham w i l l  b e  

necessary .  

Data e x i s t s  s u g g e s t i n g  locat ion o f  t h e  mi l l ,  s to rehouse ,  a n d  smoke 

house  ment ioned  in 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  documents .  T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  suspec ted  

s i tes  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  archeolog ica l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h e  cave  remains a n d  

g r a v e s  a r e  o t h e r  areas f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

B .  T h e  K i t c h e n  a n d  L a u n d r y  

T h e  t w o  r e m a i n i n g  o r i g i n a l  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  k i t c h e n  a n d  

l a u n d r y ,  w i l l  b e  t r e a t e d  b r i e f l y .  T h e i r  a u t h e n t i c i t y  has been es tab l i shed  

t h r o u g h  d o c u m e n t a r y  sources  a n d  v e r i f i e d  by Class C f a b r i c  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Recommendat ions f o r  t r e a t m e n t  of these  s t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d e  

d i r e c t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  s t u d y .  



K i t c h e n  E x t e r i o r  

T h e  i n s u r a n c e  s u r v e y  of 1797 i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  o u t b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  s o u t h  

e n d  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house as a " K i t c h e n  22 f e e t  wide,  37 f e e t  l ong ,  built 

o f  b r i c k  a n d  c o v e r e d  w i t h  wood, one  s t o r y  h i g h . "  S u b s e q u e n t  s u r v e y s  

i d e n t i f y  it as s u c h  t h r o u g h  M a y  1915. A t  some p o i n t  a f t e r  t h a t  date ,  

p r o b a b l y  d u r i n g  t h e  D e v o r e  o w n e r s h i p ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  a 

res idence  f o r  a member of t h e  house  s t a f f .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  

b u t l e r  l i v e d  in t h e  s t r u c t u r e  

T h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  built in m u c h  t h e  same w a y  as t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house.  

T h e  b r i c k  a r e  la id  up in Flemish b o n d  u s i n g  g lazed  headers  a n d  

g r a p e v i n e  jo in ts .  A combinat ion o f  u n c h e c k e d  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  c r u d e  

r e p a i r s  u s i n g  p o r t l a n d  cement  h a v e  s e v e r e l y  damaged c e r t a i n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

b r i c k w o r k .  T r e e s  a n d  s h r u b s  p l a n t e d  c lose t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  east ,  a n d  wes t  

s ides o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  h a v e  p romoted  a damp c l imate a n d  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  

f u n g u s ,  s e v e r e l y  damaging t h e  b r i c k ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h e  w a t e r  tab le .  

T h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  wel l  endowed w i t h  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  de ta i l  s im i la r  t o  t h e  main  

h o u s e - - r u b b e d  b r i c k  j a c k  a rches ,  w i n d o w  jambs, a n d  c o r n e r s ,  f o r  

example.  O t h e r  elements a r e  t r e a t e d  in a less e legan t  manner  a p p r o p r i a t e  

t o  t h e  s ize a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  w a t e r  tab le ,  f o r  example,  

i s  a c o v e  m o l d i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  a n  ovo lo  a n d  cove .  A p l a i n  s o f f i t  a n d  fasc ia  

a r e  employed i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  mod i l l i oned  c o r n i c e  u s e d  o n  t h e  main  house.  

I n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s ta te ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  did n o t  h a v e  a second f l o o r .  T h e  

d o r m e r s ,  s la te  roo f ,  a n d  i n t e r i o r  p a r t i t i o n s  a r e  l a t e r  mod i f i ca t ions .  M u c h  

o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  changes  in u s e  a n d  room a r r a n g e m e n t  m i g h t  b e  

d i s c o v e r e d  t h r o u g h  a n  i n t e n s i v e  f a b r i c  ana lys is ,  w h i c h  was n o t  in t h e  

scope o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  I t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  say,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  b e i n g  one  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

s t r u c t u r e s  a t  Chatham, a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house o p e r a t i o n .  

T h e  roof  a n d  d o r m e r s  a r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  s late.  A lozenge p a t t e r n  i s  

u s e d  in t h e  d o r m e r  ped iments ,  i n i t i a t i n g ,  p e r h a p s ,  a s im i la r  p a t t e r n  

d e t e c t e d  in t h e  now d e s t r o y e d  p e d i m e n t  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  p o r c h  of t h e  main  

house.  T h e  s la te  i s  sound,  a n d  t h e  r o o f  i s  in good c o n d i t i o n .  T h e  

g u t t e r s  a n d  d o w n s p o u t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  p a i n t e d  f e r r o u s  metal  a n d  in p o o r  



c o n d i t i o n .  T h e y  e m p t y  o n  t h e  b a r e  e a r t h ,  p r o m o t i n g  e ros ion  a n d  poss ib le  

f o u n d a t i o n  se t t l ement .  

K i t c h e n  I n t e r i o r  

T h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  p r e s e n t l y  f i n i s h e d  o n  t h e  i n s i d e  w i t h  p l a s t e r  walls, 

s imple f o u r - p a n e l  doors ,  a n d  p l a i n  beaded t r i m ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  i s  o f  2 0 t h  

c e n t u r y  o r i g i n .  T h e  p l a s t e r  shows some m i n o r  c r a c k i n g ,  a n d  d o o r  heads 

a r e  n o t  leve l ,  i n d i c a t i n g  some r e c e n t  set t lement ,  p o s s i b l y  d u e  t o  i m p r o p e r  

f l o o r  s u p p o r t .  T h e  f l o o r  f i n i s h  i s  s im i la r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

T h e  f l o o r  p l a n s  show t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  f i r s t  f l o o r  spaces i n t o  a 

c e n t r a l  s t a i r  ha l l ,  a l a r g e  room w i t h  a f i r e p l a c e  o n  t h e  east ,  a n d  t w o  

smal ler  ones o n  t h e  w e s t .  T h e  second f l o o r  cons is ts  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  

s t a i r  ha l l ,  t w o  f l a n k i n g  rooms l i t  by d o r m e r s  a n d  small e n d  w indows ,  a n d  

a c e n t r a l l y  located b a t h :  

Toplcs - f o r  F u r t h e r  - - -K i tchen 

A n  i n d i v i d u a l  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e  r e p o r t  s h o u l d  b e  p rogrammed f o r  

t h i s  b u i l d i n g  t o  d e t e r m i n e  h o w  m u c h  e x i s t i n g  f a b r i c  i s  o r i g i n a l  a n d  t o  

o u t l i n e  t h e  c h r o n o l o g y  o f  i t s  use.  T h e  e x a c t  o r i g i n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  

i n t e r i o r  spaces m i g h t  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h r o u g h  more  e x t e n s i v e  f a b r i c  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  S u c h  a s t u d y  c o u l d  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  b e f o r e  o r  as a p a r t  o f  

s tab i l i za t ion  a n d  adap ta t ion  w o r k  o n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  o r ,  s ince  t h e  impac t  

o n  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  deve lopment  i s  minimal,  

f u r t h e r  s t u d y  c o u l d  b e  de layed  t o  a f u t u r e  d a t e .  In t h e  case o f  t h e  

l a t t e r ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  a n  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  P r e s e r v e  a n d  

m a r k e d  as s u c h  o n  t h e  deve lopment  d r a w i n g s  a n d  s i t e  p l a n  

L a u n d r y  E x t e r i o r  

I n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  fo rm,  t h e  l a u n d r y  was t h e  iden t i ca l  t w i n  o f  t h e  

k i t c h e n ,  w i t h  one  major  e x c e p t i o n :  t h e  l a u n d r y  has a lways  h a d  a f u l l  

ce l l a r ,  as p o i n t e d  o u t  in F i t z h u g h ' s  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  o f  1797: "de tached  

f r o m  t h e  MANSION-HOUSE a r e  . . . a K i t c h e n  a n d  L a r d e r ,  House 



Keeper ' s  Room a n d  L a u n d r y  w i t h  a c e l l a r  u n d e r n e a t h .  . . . "  
Consequen t l y ,  t h e  house  s t a n d s  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  above  g r a d e  a n d  t h e  

k i t c h e n ,  a l l ow ing  space f o r  c e l l a r  w indows .  L i k e  i t s  t w i n ,  t h e  e x a c t  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  c a n n o t  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  w i t h o u t  

e x t e n s i v e  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  f a b r i c .  S u c h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  a n  a rea  f o r  

f u r t h e r  s t u d y .  

T h e  t e r s e  i n s u r a n c e  s u r v e y  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  i den t i ca l  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  

k i t c h e n :  " L a u n d r y  22 fee t  w ide,  37 fee t  l ong ,  built o f  b r i c k  a n d  c o v e r e d  

w i t h  wood, one s t o r y  h i g h . "  Ou ts ide ,  t h e  l a u n d r y  i s  less m o d i f i e d  t h a n  

t h e  k i t c h e n .  T h e r e  i s  o n l y  one  d o o r  o p e n i n g - - t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  f a c i n g  sou th ,  

t o w a r d  t h e  main  house.  No d o r m e r s  o r  n e w  w indows  h a v e  been  added ,  

n o r  a r e  t h e r e  a n y  s i g n s  o f  changes  t o  t h e  b r i c k w o r k  o t h e r  t h a n  m i n o r  

r e p a i r s .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  100 s q u a r e  feet  o f  b r i c k  i s  b a d l y  damaged o r  i s  

in i n a p p r o p r i a t e  r e p a i r  mater ia l ,  i n c l u d i n g  areas o v e r  t h e  ce l la r  w indows  

r e q u i r i n g  t r e a t m e n t  s im i la r  t o  t h e  same locat ion o n  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house .  

L i k e  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a l l  t h e  b r i c k w o r k  o f  t h e  l a u n d r y  i s  

p a i n t e d  w h i t e .  T h e  r o o f  i s  s la te  a n d  i s  in good  c o n d i t i o n .  T h e  g u t t e r s  

a n d  d o w n s p o u t s  a r e  made o f  p a i n t e d  f e r r o u s  metal  a n d  a r e  in a 

d e t e r i o r a t e d  s ta te .  T h e  m i l l w o r k  i s  s o u n d  but needs t o  be  p a i n t e d .  

L a u n d r y  I n t e r i o r  

A s  n o t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  e x a c t  i n t e r i o r  a r r a n g e m e n t  i s  n o t  k n o w n  in 

d e t a i l .  I t  appears ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  space was d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  u n e q u a l  

rooms by a p a r t i t i o n  t o  t h e  wes t  o f  t h e  d o o r .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  g e n e r o u s  

f i rep laces ,  w h i c h  a r e  p resumed t o  b e  o r i g i n a l  s ince  t h e y  r e s t  o n  s im i la r  

s ize o r i g i n a l  ch imney  f o u n d a t i o n s  in t h e  basement .  T h e  s ize o f  t h e  

f i r e p l a c e s  p r o b a b l y  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  accommodate l a r g e  

vesse ls  needed  f o r  w a s h i n g  c lo thes  

T h e  f u l l  c e l l a r  i s  reached  by a n  e x t e r i o r  s t a i r  o n  t h e  eas t  s i d e  o f  

t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  f l o o r  i s  conc re te ;  t h e  wal ls  a r e  b r i c k  p a i n t e d  w h i t e .  

T h e s e  b r i c k  f o u n d a t i o n  wal ls  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  m o i s t u r e  i n t r u s i o n ,  

p r o b a b l y  d u e  t o  t h e  same comb ina t ion  o f  v e g e t a t i v e  enc roachment  a n d  

d i s i n t e g r a t i n g  m o r t a r  w h i c h  a f f e c t s  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house. M u c h  o f  t h e  



s o u n d  wal l  s u r f a c e  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  mi ldew,  a n d  w a t e r  w h i c h  seeps 

t h r o u g h  t h e  wal l  co l l ec ts  in p u d d l e s  o n  t h e  f l o o r .  

T h e  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r  f r a m i n g  seen f r o m  t h e  c e l l a r  c o n s i s t s  o f  3 x 12 

jo i s ts  o n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20 - inch  c e n t e r s  s p a n n i n g  t r a n s v e r s e l y .  A m o d e r n  

c e n t e r  beam made o f  f o u r  2 x 4s a d d e d  l a t e r  r u n s  p ~ r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  

jo i s ts  a n d  r e s t s  o n  12 x 12 b r i c k  p i e r s .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  6 - i n c h  p i n e  f l o o r i n g  

i s  a t tached  t o  t h i s  assembly,  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  f l o o r  sys tem i s  coated o n  t h e  

u n d e r s i d e  w i t h  a b l a c k  substance,  p r o b a b l y  creosote .  

P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  t w o  main  rooms, a p p r o x i m a t e l y  equa l  in 

size, separa ted  by c losets  a n d  a b a t h .  A small f r a m e  a n d  c l a p b o a r d  

a t t a c h e d  s h e d  was a d d e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  facade, p r o v i d i n g  space f o r  a 

minimal k i t c h e n  w h i c h  i s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a w a l l - h u n g  enameled d o u b l e  s i n k .  

T h e  b a t h  i s  f u n c t i o n a l  a n d  adequa te  f o r  occasional  use.  

S ince  t h e  D e v o r e  o w n e r s h i p ,  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  h a s  been  u s e d  as a g u e s t  

house, o u t f i t t e d  w i t h  k i t c h e n e t t e  a n d  b a t h ,  a n d  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  wa insco t  

t o p p e d  by a G r e e k  k e y  c h a i r  r a i l  a n d  d e n t i l  c o r n i c e .  P a i n t  samples f r o m  

these  areas v e r i f y  t h e  1920s d a t e .  

T o p i c s  f o r  F u r t h e r  =- -Laundry  

A n  i n d i v i d u a l  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e  r e p o r t  s h o u l d  b e  p r o g r a m m e d  f o r  

t h i s  b u i l d i n g  t o  d e t e r m i n e  h o w  m u c h  e x i s t i n g  f a b r i c  i s  o r i g i n a l  a n d  t o  

o u t l i n e  t h e  c h r o n o l o g y  o f  i t s  use .  F a b r i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  may  b e  ab le  t o  

a s c e r t a i n  t h e  e x a c t  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  a r r a n g e m e n t .  S ince  t h e r e  i s  n o  

deve lopment  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  l a u n d r y  a t  t h i s  t ime, f u r t h e r  s t u d y  can  b e  

de layed  t o  a f u t u r e  d a t e .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  a n  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  P r e s e r v e ,  a n d  m a r k e d  as s u c h  o n  t h e  s i t e  p l a n .  

C .  Recommendat ions f o r  T r e a t m e n t - -  T h e  P lan ta t ion  House Complex 

T w o  phases f o r  t r e a t m e n t  a t  Cha tham a r e  o u t l i n e d  in t h i s  

sec t ion .  Phase I i n c l u d e s  o n l y  those  emergency  s tab i l i za t ion  i tems 

necessary  f o r  mee t ing  t h e  p r o p o s e d  o p e n i n g  d a t e  o f  O c t o b e r  1977. Phase 



I I l i s t s  t h e  add i t iona l  w o r k  r e q u i r e d  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  con t inued  p rese rva t i on  

o f  t h e  e n t i r e  Chatham complex. 

1 .  T h e  Plantat ion House 

a. Proposed Use 

T h e  use  o f  t h e  p lan ta t ion  house has been i d e n t i f i e d  by management 

as fo l lows:  Rooms 104, 105, a n d  106 w i l l  b e  v i s i t o r  occup ied  e x h i b i t  areas 

con ta in i ng  f l a t w o r k  o n  t h e  wal ls a n d  f r ees tand ing  d i sp lay  cases. T h e  

e x h i b i t  des igne r  has n o t  been named, but a conceptual  p l an  has been 

p roduced  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  scope o f  t h a t  w o r k .  Based o n  these  parameters  

t h e  v i s i t o r  areas r e q u i r e  n o  special s t r u c t u r a l  modi f icat ions o r  mechanical 

equipment .  I t  i s  emphasized, however ,  t h a t  a n y  special l i g h t i n g ,  aud io  

v isua l ,  a n d  e lect r ica l  equipment ,  o r  a n y  e x h i b i t  dev ices wh i ch  encroach 

o n  h i s t o r i c  f ab r i c  w i l l  r e q u i r e  new and  spec i f ic  profess ional  input t o  

de te rmine  t h e  compat ib i l i t y  o f  these  i n t r u s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p rese rva t i on  o f  

t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  V i s i t o r s  w i l l  e n t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  east  door ,  c i r cu la te  

t h r o u g h  t h e  t h r e e  rooms, t h e n  e x i t  by t h e  west  doo r  a n d  con t i nue  t h e  

i n t e r p r e t i v e  t o u r .  Restrooms f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  b e  located e lsewhere o n  

t h e  p r o p e r t y .  T h e  remainder  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l oo r  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  second 

f l oo r  a r e  p roposed as s t a f f  o f f ices,  w i t h  n o  v i s i t o r  access pe rm i t t ed  t o  

those  areas. Room 201 has been t e n t a t i v e l y  des igned  f o r  use  by t h e  

supe r i n tenden t .  T h e  ce l la r  w i l l  b e  unused .  

I t  mus t  b e  no ted  t h a t  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  con f i gu ra t i on ,  t h e  second f l oo r  

possesses o n l y  one means o f  eg ress - - t he  sou th  s t a i r .  Because t h i s  

cond i t ion  cons t i t u tes  a haza rd  in t h e  e v e n t  o f  f i r e ,  a n d  in o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e  

t h e  con t i nued  p rese rva t i on  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  a f i r e  de tec t ion  system i s  

recommended. 

b. - -  Phase I  - -Emergency Stab i l izat ion 

These  i tems a r e  necessary p r i o r  t o  occupancy  as ou t l i ned  above: 

1 .  Secondary  s u p p o r t  f o r  f i r s t  f l o o r  f r a m i n g  system, Columns a r e  

t o  b e  p laced u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  summer beams as sugges ted  in t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  

eng ineer ' s  r e p o r t  t o  shore  u p  c racked  beams. 



2. Replacement o f  damaged f i r s t  f l oo r  jo is ts .  App rox ima te l y  20 

new members mus t  b e  ins ta l led  t o  rep lace e x i s t i n g  members wh i ch  have  

susta ined wate r  o r  insec t  i n t r u s i o n .  

3. Replacement o f  ce l la r  window l in te ls .  A l l  e x i s t i n g  l i n te ls  shou ld  

b e  rep laced w i t h  new steel  o r  p r e s s u r e  impregnated  wood l in te ls .  I t  i s  

h i g h l y  recommended t h a t  a n y  b r i c k  r epa i r s  above t h e  windows b e  c a r r i e d  

o u t  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

4. Ins ta l la t ion  o f  a per imete r  d r a i n  t o  c o r r e c t  wa te r  i n t r u s i o n  

t h r o u g h  t h e  f ounda t i on  wal l .  As  p a r t  o f  t h i s  wo rk ,  t h e  f ounda t i on  wall 

below g r a d e  shou ld  b e  p a r g e d  a n d  sealed. Archeo logy  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  in 

t h e  excava ted  area. 

5. Rehabi l i ta t ion o f  e x i s t i n g  e lect r ica l  system t o  bypass  o r  remove 

al l  subs tanda rd  w i r i n g .  I t  i s  s t r o n g l y  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  new incoming 

se rv i ce  b e  sized t o  an t i c ipa te  f u t u r e  e lect r ica l  needs. 

6. Removal o f  e x i s t i n g  seaweed insu la t ion  and  ins ta l la t ion  o f  6 - inch  

f i be rg lass  b a t t  i nsu la t ion  in a t t i c  f l oo r .  

7. S tab i l i za t ion  o f  ch imneys.  

8. Repa i r  o f  approx imate ly  100 squa re  f e e t  o f  s late roo f i ng .  

9. Glaz ing repa i r s .  T h e r e  a r e  a t  least 20 b r o k e n  o r  c racked  l i g h t s  

wh i ch  r e q u i r e  rep lacement .  I n  add i t ion ,  e v e r y  l i g h t  r e q u i r e s  removal o f  

de te r i o ra ted  putty a n d  renewal w i t h  f r e s h  g l az i ng  compound.  

10. E x t e r i o r  p a i n t i n g .  A f t e r  t h e  g l az i ng  i s  complete, p a i n t i n g  

shou ld  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  immediately t o  p r o t e c t  al l  exposed wood sur faces .  

T h e  recommended co lo r  i s  g loss whi te ,  wh i ch  i s  in keep ing  w i t h  t h e  

p r e s e n t  p a i n t  and  sympathe t i c  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i c  appearance o f  t h e  

b u i l d i n g .  Loose o r  damaged p a i n t  shou ld  b e  removed c a r e f u l l y  w i t h o u t  

i n j u r i n g  t h e  m i l lwo rk .  Sound p a i n t  shou ld  b e  l e f t  in place a n d  pa in ted  

o v e r .  A wel l  execu ted  p a i n t  renewal schedule m u s t  b e  mainta ined by 



per iod ic  wash ing  a n d  t o u c h - u p .  I f  t h i s  maintenance p r o c e d u r e  i s  

fo l lowed, t h e  p a i n t  w i l l  l a i t  f o r  many years  w i t h o u t  r e q u i r i n g  r e p a i n t i n g .  

Repa in t ing  o n  a schedule w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  need f o r  such  w o r k  

shou ld  b e  avoided.  T h e  corn ice  shou ld  have  a n y  de te r i o ra ted  p a i n t  

removed be fo re  p a i n t i n g .  

11. Replacement o f  h i s t o r i c  mater ia ls .  Fabr ic  removed in t h e  

cou rse  of a r ch i t ec tu ra l  i nves t i ga t i on  mus t  b e  re ins ta l led  u n d e r  t h e  

supe rv i s i on  of a qua l i f i ed  p r o j e c t  i nspec to r  o r  a n  h i s to r i ca l  a r ch i t ec t .  

12. I n t e r i o r  p a i n t i n g  a n d  repa i r s .  M ino r  r e p a i r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  o n  

woodwork  a n d  p las te r .  T h e  t h r e e  v is i to r -occup ied  rooms r e q u i r e  

p a i n t i n g .  If p a i n t i n g  o r  new wal lpaper  i s  des i r ed  i n  s t a f f  areas, removal 

o f  e x i s t i n g  f a b r i c  shou ld  n o t  b e  at tempted w i t h o u t  profess ional  adv ice  f o r  

t h e  sa lvage o f  h i s t o r i c  mater ia ls .  

13. L i g h t n i n g  p ro tec t ion .  Ex i s t i ng  a i r  te rmina ls  r e q u i r e  new 

anchors  t o  t h e  ch imneys a n d  an inspec t ion  o f  e x i s t i n g  g r o u n d  conduc to rs .  

14. Heat ing  system rehab i l i ta t ion .  A new s t a n d b y  bo i le r ,  m inor  

repa i rs ,  a n d  new con t ro l s  a r e  needed t o  u p g r a d e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  hea t i ng  

p l a n t  t o  safe a n d  acceptable s tanda rds  (see mechanical eng ineer ' s  r e p o r t ,  

Phase I I ) .  

15. Removal o f  vege ta t ion .  Much  o f  t h e  sub -g rade  damage t o  

foundat ions  i s  caused by t h e  roo t s  o f  p l a n t  mater ia ls  wh i ch  h a d  been 

p lan ted  too  close t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  F u t u r e  g r o w t h  shou ld  n o t  b e  

pe rm i t t ed  w i t h i n  10 f e e t  o f  t h e  f ounda t i on  wal ls .  

16. Insec t  con t ro l .  A r e g u l a r  schedule o f  soi l  po ison a n d  i nsec t  

con t ro l  maintenance shou ld  b e  i n i t i a t ed  t o  p r e v e n t  f u t u r e  i nsec t  damage t o  

t h e  wood s t r u c t u r e .  

17. Ce l la r  w indow repa i r s .  Severa l  windows have  been i den t i f i ed  

f o r  decayed wood l i n t e l s  a n d  m i l lwo rk  a n d  de te r i o ra ted  b r i c k w o r k .  

Selected p a r t s  o f  t h e  windows a n d  f rames m u s t  b e  rep laced.  T h e  

associated b r i c k  r epa i r s  a r e  ment ioned below. 



18. F loor ing .  A sect ion o f  modern  1 x  4 f l o o r i n g  approx imate ly  6 x  

6 f e e t  located j u s t  i ns i de  t h e  west  door ,  Room 105, i s  r o t t e d  f r o m  below 

a n d  r e q u i r e s  rep lacement  w i t h  s imi lar  mater ia l .  T h e  increased t r a f f i c  a t  

Chatham, f r o m  b o t h  v i s i t o r s  and  s ta f f ,  w i l l  q u i c k l y  damage t h e  exposed 

wood f l o o r i n g  un less p ro tec ted .  I t  i s  recommended t h a t  a l l  v i s i t o r  a n d  

s t a f f  areas b e  carpe ted  w i t h  a  commercial g r a d e  leve l - loop c a r p e t  

sympathe t i c  in co lor  a n d  t e x t u r e  w i t h  i t s  se t t i ng .  T h i s  mater ia l  w i l l  

p r o v i d e  a p r o t e c t i v e  c o v e r i n g  o v e r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  f l oo r ,  ease maintenance, 

a n d  reduce  sound re f l ec t i on  in v i s i t o r  areas. 

2.  Professional  I n p u t  

T h e  main house, k i t chen ,  a n d  l a u n d r y  a r e  o f  t h e  F i r s t  O r d e r  o f  

S ign i f icance.  Work pe r fo rmed  o n  these  s t r u c t u r e s  i s  sub jec t  t o  

profess ional  de te rmina t ion  as r e q u i r e d  by NPS-28, C u l t u r a l  Resources 

Management Guide l ines.  Drawings ,  spec i f icat ions,  o r  b o t h  a r e  r e q u i r e d  

f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  above i tems. 

3. Phase I  l  - -Preserva t ion  -- 
T h e  fo l low ing  items, i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  recommended t r ea tmen t  

f o r  s u p p o r t  s t r u c t u r e s  ou t l i ned  i n  P a r t  I I  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  cons t i t u te  t h e  

w o r k  necessary f o r  t h e  p rese rva t i on  o f  t h e  Chatham complex. A l l  i tems 

below a r e  o f  immediate concern,  a n d  shou ld  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h o u t  de lay .  

Ex tended de fe rment  o f  t h i s  w o r k  w i l l  endanger  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c .  

a. T h e  Plantat ion House 

1. Molded wate r  t ab le  b r i c k .  T h e  ovolo and  cove  wa te r  t ab le  cap 

have  been los t  o r  damaged i n  places, r e q u i r i n g  replacement w i t h  a  s imi lar  

handmade mater ia l .  App rox ima te l y  150 l inear  f ee t  o f  new b r i c k  i s  needed. 

T h e  new mater ia l  shou ld  b e  made u s i n g  a sample sect ion o f  wa te r  tab le  

f r o m  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  match t h e  o r i g i na l  as c lose ly  as possible.  

2. B r i c k w o r k .  A to ta l  o f  600 squa re  f e e t  o f  new b r i c k  i s  r e q u i r e d  

t o  rep lace damaged, miss ing,  o r  i napp rop r i a te  u n i t s .  T h e  new b r i c k w o r k  



needed inc ludes  abou t  10 p e r c e n t  gauged o r  " r u b b e d "  b r i c k .  A t t e n t i o n  

shou ld  b e  especia l ly  g i v e n  t o  t h e  b r i c k w o r k  a r o u n d  t h e  ce l la r  w indows.  

3. Po in t ing .  T u c k  p o i n t i n g  t o  match h i s t o r i c  mater ia ls  w i l l  b e  

r e q u i r e d  f o r  approx imate ly  2,500 squa re  f e e t  o f  b r i c k  wal l .  A b o u t  80 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h i s  may b e  expec ted  t o  r e q u i r e  j o i n t  c lean ing  a n d  m o r t a r  

removal p r i o r  t o  p o i n t i n g .  

4. Pa in t  removal f r o m  wal ls.  As  much res idua l  p a i n t  o n  t h e  b r i c k  

wal ls shou ld  b e  removed as poss ib le  t o  p r e v e n t  u n d u e  re ten t i on  of 

mo is tu re  between t h e  p a i n t  f i lm  a n d  t h e  wal l  su r face .  T h e  method of 

removal shou ld  b e  sub jec t  t o  con t ro l led  exper imenta t ion  a n d  t h e  app rova l  

o f  a qua l i f i ed  profess ional  t o  i n s u r e  n o  damage w i l l  b e  done  t o  t h e  f a b r i c .  

Acceptable c lean ing  techn iques  inc lude,  but shou ld  n o t  b e  l imi ted t o :  

b r u s h i n g  w i t h  a s t i f f  non-meta l l ic  b r u s h ,  low p r e s s u r e  wate r  s p r a y ,  

sc rap ing  w i t h  a wood o r  p las t i c  spatu la ,  o r  a n y  combinat ion o f  these  

methods. Speci f ica l ly  f o r b i d d e n  a re :  sandblast ing,  chemical t rea tments  o f  

a n y  kind, a n d  sc rap ing  o r  b r u s h i n g  w i t h  metal l ic  implements.  Be fo re  t h e  

removal i s  unde r taken ,  t h e  wal ls mus t  b e  examined f o r  ev idence,  such  as 

t h e  marks  of t h e  p o r c h  p i las te rs ,  a n d  t h i s  in fo rmat ion  reco rded  o n  t h e  

measured d raw ings .  

Removal o f  p a i n t  f r o m  t h e  wall w i l l  necessar i l y  d e s t r o y  t h e  l a y e r i n g  

o f  p a i n t  f r o m  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  19 th  c e n t u r y .  These  layers ,  however ,  

have  been reco rded  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  a n d  much of t h e  p a i n t  has a l r eady  

peeled o f f .  T h e  p roposed removal w i l l  h e l p  p r e v e n t  mo is tu re  f r o m  

co l lec t ing  o n  t h e  su r f ace  o f  t h e  wall,  r e s u l t i n g  in b e t t e r  p rospec t s  f o r  t h e  

con t i nued  p rese rva t i on  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  overa l l  impact,  t he re fo re ,  i s  

pos i t i ve .  

5. S h u t t e r s .  A s  was no ted  p rev ious l y ,  e x t e r i o r  l ouve red  s h u t t e r s  

were  n o t  an  18 th  c e n t u r y  f e a t u r e  a t  Chatham. T h e  recommendat ion i s  t o  

r e ta i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s h u t t e r s  in place, s ince p rese rva t i on  o f  t h e  resource  

i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  p roposed t rea tment .  T h e  same care  shou ld  b e  g i v e n  

t o  t h e  s h u t t e r s  as t o  t h e  o t h e r  e x t e r i o r  m i l lwork ,  a n d  add i t iona l l y ,  t h e  

anchorage a n d  h i n g e  opera t ion  shou ld  b e  checked .  Replacement o f  a l l  

moun t i ng  screws i n t o  t h e  window f rames i s  also r e q u i r e d .  



6. G u t t e r s  a n d  downspouts .  T h e  g u t t e r s  o n  t h e  manor  house a r e  

made o f  coppe r  a n d  a r e  i n  exce l len t  cond i t ion .  T h e  downspouts ,  

however ,  a r e  n o t  a n d  have  de te r i o ra ted  ser ious ly .  T h e y  shou ld  b e  

rep laced  w i t h  new lead-coated copper ,  t h e n  pa in ted  wh i te .  T h e  d ra inage  

leads t o  a t e r r a  co t ta  d r a i n .  P r i o r  t o  ins ta l la t ion  o f  downspouts ,  t h e  

d r a i n  shou ld  b e  inspec ted  a n d  cleaned t o  i n s u r e  p r o p e r  opera t ion .  

T h e  d ra inage  system f o r  t h e  w ings  and  passages o f  t h e  manor  house 

a r e  a l l  f e r r o u s  metal. While these  components a r e  s t i l l  usable,  it i s  

recommended t h a t  these  b e  rep laced  when poss ib le  w i t h  lead-coated 

coppe r .  A l l  g u t t e r s ,  downspouts ,  a n d  anchorages shou ld  match e x i s t i n g  

hardware ,  a n d  a f t e r  i ns ta l  lat ion, b e  pa in ted  t o  match e x t e r i o r  wood t r i m .  

7. Roofing'. T h e  peaks o f  t h e  roo f s  a r e  fo rmed by loosely b u t t e d  

slates sealed w i t h  cement. Gaps in t h i s  t r ea tmen t  were  obse rved  d u r i n g  

t h e  r o o f  inspec t ion .  T h e  f i na l  course  o f  s la te  o n  e i t h e r  s ide  o f  t h e  peak  

shou ld  b e  removed, t h e  res idua l  cement c leaned f r o m  t h e  slate and  t h e  

sheath ing,  a n d  t h e  slate rese t  in a comb r i d g e  w i t h  f r e s h  e last ic  s la te rs  

cement.  

Spo t  inspec t ions  o f  r o o f  areas accessible d u r i n g  i nves t i ga t i on  i n d i c a t e  

approx imate ly  100 squa re  f e e t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s lates w i l l  r e q u i r e  

replacement.  Repa i rs  o f  t h e  roo f  shou ld  i nc l ude  a s la te-by-s la te  

inspec t ion  o f  al l  areas f o r  f i r m  anchorage a n d  s t r u c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  

8. Chimneys.  B o t h  ch imneys o n  t h e  p l an ta t i on  house a r e  damaged 

by c rack ing ,  decayed b r i c k ,  a n d  j o i n t  de te r io ra t ion .  T h e y  shou ld  b e  

repa i red  by remov ing  decayed u n i t s  on ly ,  r ep lac ing  w i t h  new b r i c k  o n l y  

those  po r t i ons  t h a t  a r e  abso lu te ly  necessary.  Loose mor ta r  shou ld  b e  

ch ise led o u t  o f  t h e  j o i n t s  by h a n d  a n d  repo in ted  w i t h  a compat ib le  mor ta r  

m i x .  Concealed metal re in fo rcement  i s  necessary t o  t i e  t o g e t h e r  t h e  

ve r t i ca l  c r a c k  in t h e  sou th  ch imney.  I f  t h e  ch imneys w i l l  n o t  b e  used, 

cons idera t ion  shou ld  b e  g i v e n  t o  capp ing  them. 

9. L i g h t n i n g  p ro tec t i on  system. T h e  e x i s t i n g  a i r  te rmina ls  shou ld  

b e  re ta ined,  but w i t h  new anchors  t o  t h e  ch imneys.  T h e  g r o u n d  



conduc to rs  shou ld  b e  rep laced w i t h  new cable r u n  f r o m  t h e  ch imneys in a 

safe and  app roved  manner .  L i g h t n i n g  a r r e s t o r s  also shou ld  b e  p r o v i d e d  

in unp ro tec ted  t r ees  near  t h e  house. 

10. M i l lwo rk .  A b o u t  thirty panels  need t o  b e  rese t  i n t o  t h e i r  

f rames.  Most  o f  these  panels  have  wa rped  loose f r o m  t h e i r  s t i les  a n d  

ra i l s  o r  have  s u f f e r e d  some o t h e r  damage. A f ew  s p l i t  panels  shou ld  b e  

removed a n d  t h e  p a r t s  doweled a n d  g lued  t oge the r .  Ch ips ,  holes, o r  

m iss ing  pieces shou ld  b e  repa i red  w i t h  wood o f  s imi lar  species. A l l  

i n t e r i o r  m i l lwo rk  shou ld  b e  t r ea ted  as h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c .  

11. Windows. In o r d e r  t o  r educe  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  unwan ted  ou t s i de  

a i r ,  a l l  w indows shou ld  b e  f i t t e d  w i t h  w e a t h e r s t r i p p i n g .  I n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  

condi t ion,  t h e  windows fit loosely o r  have  n o t  been opera ted  r e g u l a r l y  

a n d  w i l l  n o t  open.  A s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  rehab i l i ta t ion ,  each o f  t h e  

approx imate ly  n i n e t y  sashes shou ld  b e  removed, f i t t e d  f o r  wea the rs t r i p ,  

t h e  coun te rwe igh t  system examined f o r  wear  o r  damage, r e p a i r s  made, 

a n d  t h e  reassembled windows checked  f o r  smooth opera t ion .  

In o r d e r  t o  t a k e  advan tage  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  t empera tu re  m i t i ga t i ng  

charac te r i s t i cs  o f  t h e  house, it i s  recommended t h a t  a l l  w indows b e  

operable.  A n  in t imate  indoor -ou tdoor  re la t ionsh ip  i s  a  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  

Chatham exper ience,  a n d  ga rden  smells a n d  sounds shou ld  b e  al lowed 

i ns i de  when t h e  weather  i s  m i ld .  T h e  windows, o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand,  

shou ld  fit t i g h t l y  when mechanical ven t i l a t i on  i s  employed. 

12. P laster  wal ls a n d  ce i l i ngs .  T h e r e  a r e  abou t  600 l i nea r  f e e t  o f  

c r a c k s  a n d  m ino r  damage t o  t h e  p l a s t e r w o r k  wh i ch  need repa i r s .  

13. Wal lpaper.  Nea r l y  t h e  e n t i r e  second f l o o r  i s  wal lpapered.  

T h i s  mater ia l  shou ld  b e  t a k e n  o f f  u s i n g  a commercial steam wal lpaper  

remover ,  t h e  p l as te r  r epa i red  if necessary,  a n d  t h e  wal ls r esu r faced .  

New pape r  i s  sugges ted  f o r  t h e  rooms a n d  c o r r i d o r  walls; t h e  ce i l i ngs  

shou ld  b e  pa in ted .  Ext reme care  shou ld  b e  exerc ised  d u r i n g  wal lpaper  

removal so t h a t  u n d e r l y i n g  layers ,  if p resen t ,  a r e  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  p r o p e r l y  

documented. 



14. Pa in t ing .  None o f  t h e  p a i n t  a t  Chatham i s  in adequate 

cond i t ion  t o  al low mere ly  wash ing  be fo re  occupat ion.  A l l  t h e  p las te r ,  

wood t r i m ,  a n d  pane l ing  m u s t  b e  cleaned a n d  repa in ted  in o r d e r  t o  

r e s t o r e  i t s  appearance. I t  i s  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  co lors  b e  selected f r o m  

t h e  scheduie o f  h i s t o r i c  co lors  estab l ished t h r o u g h  p a i n t  ana lys is .  

15. F i rep laces.  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  safety ,  t h e  f i rep laces  shou ld  n o t  

b e  used, a n d  t h e  f l ues  closed. 

16. To i l e t  fac i l i t i es .  I t  i s  recommended t h a t  p u b l i c  to i le ts  n o t  b e  

located in t h e  p lan ta t ion  house. S t a f f  to i le ts  shou ld  b e  located in t h e  

p r e s e n t  bathrooms.  T h e  second f l o o r  fac i l i t ies ,  Rooms 201a a n d  203a, 

shou ld  b e  modi f ied t o  p r o v i d e  mensl a n d  womensl bathrooms.  T h e  f i r s t  

f l o o r  bathrooms, Rooms 101a a n d  103a, cou ld  b e  used  in t h e i r  p r e s e n t  

cond i t ion .  Modi f icat ion o f  these  rooms, however ,  w i l l  improve  t h e  use  o f  

space a n d  reduce  t h e  maintenance requ i remen ts  o f  t h e  fac i l i t i es .  T h e  

lava to ry ,  Room I I l a ,  shou ld  remain w i t h o u t  charge .  

A l l  t h e  p a r t i t i o n s  scheduled f o r  removal were  ins ta l led  by t h e  

Devores in t h e  1920s a n d  a re  n o t  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c .  T h e i r  removal w i l l  b e  

mon i to red  by an e x h i b i t  spec ia l is t  t o  i n s u r e  n o  damage i s  acc iden ta l l y  

done  t o  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c .  New p ipes  mus t  b e  r o u t e d  t h r o u g h  e x i s t i n g  

chases; new w i r i n g  m u s t  b e  r o u t e d  t h r o u g h  e x i s t i n g  condu i t .  Negat i ve  

impacts  w i l l  b e  minimal. 

17. A n  i n t e r i m  hea t i ng  system u s i n g  many e x i s t i n g  components i s  

adequate f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  a t  Chatham. T h e  use  o f  such  a system w i l l  n o t  

r e q u i r e  removal o f  h i s t o r i c  f ab r i c ,  because t h e  e x i s t i n g  p ipes  a n d  chases 

can b e  used.  Requ i red  add i t ions  and  modi f icat ions t o  t h e  h a r d w a r e  

p r e s e n t l y  in use  were  examined a n d  analyzed b y  Mechanical Engineer  

R i c h a r d  B. Case: 

T h e  hea t i ng  equ ipment  f o r  Chatham i s  located i n  a u t i l i t i e s  b u i l d i n g  

i n  t h e  ga rage  w ing ,  remote t o  t h e  main house, a n d  serves  t h e  fo l low ing  

s t r u c t u r e s  : 



A.  Main House 

B .  L a u n d r y  B u i l d i n g  (Guest  House) 

C.  K i t chen  B u i l d i n g  ( c u r r e n t l y  used  as res idence)  

D. O f f i ce  space located in t h e  u t i l i t i e s  b u i l d i n g  

T h e  cen t ra l  hea t i ng  system i s  a h o t  wa te r  c i r cu la t i on  t y p e  system 

w i t h  s u p p l y  a n d  r e t u r n  piping r o u t e d  t h r o u g h  a concre te  t u n n e l .  Paral le l  

3/4 H.P.  c i r cu la t i on  pumps (one s tand -by )  appeared t o  b e  in good 

cond i t ion .  T h e  o i l - f i r e d  bo i l e r  was manu fac tu red  by O r r  a n d  Sembower, 

Inc . ,  Size #327, w i t h  a Nu-Way B u r n e r  h a v i n g  a capac i ty  o f  6-10 ga l lons 

o f  #2 o i l  p e r  h o u r .  A t  an  8 ga l lon f low,  t h i s  wou ld  b e  equ i va len t  t o  (8  x 

138,000 x .80 e f f . )  883,200 B T U / h r .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  sy tem i s  in excess of 

40 yea rs  old,  it i s  in good r e p a i r .  A 4,000-gallon u n d e r g r o u n d  f u e l  oi.1 

t a n k  i s  located nea r  t h e  utility b u i l d i n g .  T h e  t a n k  i s  p r o p e r l y  ven ted ,  

but i s  in need o f  f u e l  gauge r e p a i r .  

Domestic h o t  wa te r  was supp l i ed  t o  t h e  aforement ioned s t r u c t u r e s  by 

means o f  a h o t  wa te r  bo i l e r / c i r cu la t i ng  pump  located w i t h i n  t h e  u t i l i t i e s  

b u i l d i n g .  T h e  domest ic wa te r  p i p i n g  was r o u t e d  t o  each b u i l d i n g  t h r o u g h  

t h e  concre te  t u n n e l  as ment ioned above. T h e  domest ic h o t  wa te r  pump 

was con t ro l led  by t ime c lock  se t t i ng .  

T h e  main b u i l d i n g  is  equ ipped  w i t h  rad ia to rs ,  convectors ,  a n d  a f a n  

coi l  hea t i ng  unit. A h u m i d i t y  s u p p l y  system i s  c u r r e n t l y  ins ta l led  as p a r t  

o f  t h e  f a n  unit assembly a n d  shou ld  b e  rep laced in t h e  nea r  f u t u r e .  T h e  

fan co i l  cas ing,  nea r  t h e  hum id i f i e r ,  i s  v e r y  r u s t y  a n d  shou ld  also b e  

repa i red  o r  rep laced in t h e  nea r  f u t u r e .  

T h e  l a u n d r y  b u i l d i n g  i s  equ ipped  w i t h  t w o  small convec to rs  a n d  a 

hea t i ng  coi l  f a n  u n i t .  T h i s  f a n  u n i t  was n o t  opera ted  so i t s  cond i t i on  i s  

n o t  known .  T h e  k i t c h e n  b u i l d i n g  i s  equ ipped  w i t h  r ad ia to r s  o n l y .  

T h e  e lect r ica l  con t ro l s  f o r  t h e  main hea t i ng  system a r e  in need o f  

a t t en t i on .  A t  p resen t ,  t h e  e n t i r e  hea t i ng  system appears t o  b e  con t ro l led  

by one thermosta t  located in t h e  l i b r a r y  room o f  t h e  main b u i l d i n g .  Wi th  

t h i s  cond i t ion ,  t h e  k i t chen  b u i l d i n g  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  overhea ted .  



Accord ing ly ,  t h e  fo l lowing recommendations are  based upon t h e  

immediate 

1. 

2 .  

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

T h e  

stabi l izat ion o f  heat ing  t h e  ex i s t i ng  system a t  Chatham: 

Ad jus t  b u r n e r s  in bo th  heat ing  bo i le r  and domestic h o t  water 

bo i le r  . 
A d d  combustion a i r  vent i la t ion capabi l i ty  f o r  boi ler  room area. 

Reline t h e  domestic h o t  water boi ler  f i r e  box .  

Replace t h e  domestic h o t  water c i rcu la t ion  pump w i t h  a new 

u n i t .  

Replace all loose insulat ion on bo th  supp ly  and r e t u r n  h o t  water 

p ip ing .  

Improve heat ing system contro ls  as l is ted above. 

A l though t h e  main house fan  coi l  heat ing u n i t  should operate 

f o r  several skasons, it i s  in need o f  repa i r .  T h e  heat ing  coil 

should b e  replaced and t h e  frame assembly should b e  repa i red .  

A d d  th ree-way va lve  a t  k i tchen bu i l d ing  h o t  water supp ly  w i t h  

room thermostat.  

A d d  outs ide a i r  thermostat  w i t h  a th ree-way va lve  t o  moderate 

bo i le r  supp ly  water temperature w i t h  v a r y i n g  outs ide a i r  

temperature.  

subject  o f  a i r  condi t ion ing was discussed, b u t  it was determined 

t h a t  no  a i r  condi t ion ing would be  requ i red  f o r  off ices. Planning f o r  such 

a system should be  a p a r t  o f  t h e  overa l l  rehabi l i ta t ion e f f o r t .  No window 

u n i t s  were t o  be  permi t ted .  Estimated cost  $10,000 

Addi t ional  improvements f o r  long- term preserva t ion  (no  cool ing) 

inc lude:  

Insta l la t ion o f  a s tandby  boi ler  t o  supplement ex i s t i ng  

components. 

Replacement o f  ex i s t i ng  main house fan  coi l  heat ing u n i t  and 

humid i f ie r  w i t h  a new unit. 

Add i t ion  o f  a new a i r  f i l t e r  system. 

Replacement o f  p i p i n g  insulat ion (approximate ly  50 percent ) .  

Estimated cost  $20,000 



I n  t h e  event  o f  t h e  insta l la t ion o f  a cool ing system, t h e  fo l lowing 

factors must  b e  k e p t  in mind: 

1. Based on cool ing a tota l  o f  5,250 square feet, a i r  condi t ion ing 

equipment would be  approximately 20 tons. 

2. New chi l led water  l ines would be  requ i red .  

Estimated cost $60,000 

18. Electr ical .  Ex is t ing  w i r i n g  i s  v e r y  bad ly  deter iorated,  and t h e  

main disconnect does n o t  f unc t i on  a t  al l .  Inves t iga t ion  has shown t h a t  

feeders f rom t h e  serv ice panel in t h e  garage w ing r u n  underg round  t o  

t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  panel in t h e  cel lar o f  t h e  p lantat ion house. Ind iv idua l  

c i r cu i t s  r u n  in condu i t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  and second f loor  levels where t h e  

condu i t  stops, and f ina l  r u n s  are  made w i t h  f lex ib le  armored cable. 

Samples o f  t h i s  material show t h a t  t h e  fab r i c  insulat ion in some areas has 

deter iorated t o  a po in t  where t h e  conductors  a re  exposed. 

T h i s  system was apparent ly  insta l led a t  t h e  same t ime as t h e  ex i s t i ng  

f loor  f raming;  t h a t  is, when t h e  f i r s t  f loor  ce i l ings were removed. 

Consequently,  it i s  n o t  possible t o  fol low these cables t o  t h e  second f loor  

recept ic les w i thout  removing e i ther  t h e  f loor  o r  t h e  cei l ing, ne i the r  o f  

which is  pract ica l .  

Accord ing ly ,  Electr ical  Engineer John F. Kozel has proposed t h e  

fo l lowing recommendations f o r  immediate stabi l izat ion: 

New w i r i n g  requ i red  f o r  t h e  operat ion o f  s ta f f  .off ices on t h e  second 

f loor  and exh ib i t s  on t h e  f i r s t  f loor  be  p rov ided  in keeping w i t h  accepted 

electr ical  system standards and preserva t ion  o f  h is to r ic  f ab r i c .  

I n  addit ion, work  f o r  long- term preserva t ion  o f  t h e  electr ical  system 

should inc lude:  

A t  Chatham t h e  electr ical  system in t h e  w ing  above t h e  basement 

level i s  in poor  condi t ion and should be  removed and replaced. T h e  

condu i t  in t h e  basement and on  t h e  ex i s t i ng  users  can b e  reused in many 



instances. T h e r e  a re  considerable dead r u n s  and o the r  r u n s  which 

should b e  replaced. Since we a re  revamping t h e  i n t e r i o r  it i s  

recommended t h a t  MI cable o r  some o the r  f i rs t -c lass  w i r i n g  system b e  

used.  MI cable i s  t h e  most f i r e  res is tan t  and bes t  w i r i n g  system f o r  a 

h i s to r i c  s t r u c t u r e .  

T h e  o the r  bu i l d ings  should also be  rew i red  a t  t h e  t ime t h e y  a re  

rehabi l i ta ted o r  modif ied. T h e  t y p e  o f  w i r i n g  and c i r c u i t r y  should be  

determined f o r  these s t r u c t u r e s  depending upon t h e i r  h is to r ic  importance. 

T h e  power feeding t h e  Chatham complex f o r  t h e  present  should b e  

su f f i c ien t .  When t h e  maintenance area i s  establ ished and plans formed f o r  

a i r  condi t ion ing,  etc. ,  al l  h i g h  tension l ines on Park  Serv ice p r o p e r t y  

should be  p laced'  underg round  and two  pad mounted t rans formers  

instal led--one near  t h e  main house and one near  t h e  o ld  ba rn .  

Rewi r ing  o f  t h e  por t ions  o f  Chatham t o  be  u t i l i zed  by p a r k  s ta f f  o r  

p a r k  v i s i t o rs  should b e  accomplished before such ac t iv i t ies  are  

implemented. 

19. Insulat ion.  A l l  seaweed and k r a f t  paper  insulat ion must  b e  

removed f rom t h e  a t t i c  o f  t h e  p lantat ion house. New f iberg lass b lanket  

insulat ion i s  t o  be  placed between t h e  a t t i c  joists.  I n  t h e  a t t i c  o f  t h e  

south wing, a s torage room w i th  f loor ,  t h e  insulat ion should b e  placed 

between t h e  ra f te rs .  

20. Secu r i t y  l i gh t i ng .  T h e  ex i s t i ng  secu r i t y  l i gh ts  on  t h e  east and 

west elevat ions shou I d  be  removed and replaced b y  concealed l i g h t i n g  in 

some o the r  location. 

21. Smoke detect ion and suppression. As a bu i l d ing  o f  t h e  F i r s t  

O r d e r  o f  Signif icance, smoke and f i r e  detect ion systems are  mandatory in 

t h i s  s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  equipped w i t h  f i r e  hoses concealed in t h e  

panel ing in Rooms 102a, 109b, and 202, and professional f i r e  f i g h t i n g  

serv ice p rov ided  by t h e  C i t y  o f  F rede r i cksbu rg  i s  f i v e  minutes away. I t  

i s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  house, as i t s  use and occupancy i s  ou t l ined in t h i s  



repor t ,  does n o t  r e q u i r e  a f i r e  suppression system a t  t h i s  t ime. I f  t h e  

occupancy i s  changed in t h e  fu tu re ,  o r  if ex t rao rd ina r i l y  valuable objects 

a re  exhib i ted,  t h e  poss ib i l i t y  o f  ins ta l l ing  such a system should b e  

re-examined. T h e  f i r e  hoses and associated p lumbing should be  examined 

by a qua l i f ied  f i r e  inspector  t o  i nsu re  t h e  system i s  in acceptable work ing  

o r d e r .  

22. Maintenance Manual. A H is to r ic  S t r u c t u r e  Preservat ion Guide 

f o r  Chatham should b e  programmed. 

b .  T h e  K i tchen - 
T h i s  bu i l d ing  is  recommended f o r  adaptat ion t o  a p a r k  employee's 

residence. I t  i s  located in a serv ice y a r d  area wh ich  can be screened 

v isua l ly  f rom p a r k  v is i to rs ,  and veh icu la r  access separated from 

pedestr ian t r a f f i c .  T h e  i n te r i o r  contains approximate ly  1,000 usable 

square  feet,  making it sui table f o r  occupancy by a s ingle person o r  a 

couple. 

In o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  t h e  bu i l d ing  u p  t o  acceptable standards, minor  

changes wi l l  b e  requ i red  in t h e  room arrangement,  and a new heat ing  

system, new bath,  and k i tchen f i x t u r e s  wi l l  be  needed. New p a i n t  and 

f loor  f in ishes a r e  also requ i red .  T h e  pre l im inary  design f o r  t h e  house is  

shown in Append ix  H .  

1. New heat ing contro ls ,  as ou t l ined in t h e  engineer 's  repo r t ,  w-ill 

b e  requ i red ,  us ing  ex i s t i ng  rad ia tors  and h o t  water  suppl ies f rom t h e  

cent ra l  heat ing  p lant .  

2. T h e  ex i s t i ng  electr ical  system i s  n o t  acceptable f o r  t h e  

contemplated use. A new system, simi lar t o  t h e  one proposed f o r  t h e  

p lantat ion house, wi l l  b e  requ i red  p r i o r  t o  occupancy. 

3. Ex te r i o r  work  should inc lude removal o f  vegetat ion in contact  

w i t h  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and c u t t i n g  back o f  p l a n t  mater ials wh ich  shade t h e  

bu i l d ing ,  t h u s  p reven t i ng  t h e  walls and s u r r o u n d i n g  g r o u n d  f rom drying 



p r o p e r l y .  T h i s  condi t ion is  especially troublesome on  t t ie  n o r t h  and east 

sides o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

4. T h e  b r i c k w o r k  wi l l  r equ i re  replacement o f  about  200 square feet  

w i t h  new material  t o  match t h e  h is to r ic  un i t s .  I n  addi t ion,  700 square 

fee t  o f  po in t i ng  w i t h  appropr ia te  mor tar  t o  match t h e  ex i s t i ng  wi l l  b e  

requ i red .  T h e  mor tar  mix, application, and tool ing should match t h a t  o f  

t h e  main house. 

5. T h e  chimneys r e q u i r e  po in t i ng  and par t ia l  reconst ruc t ion .  T h e  

west f i rep lace is  p resen t l y  closed. I t s  chimney should b e  p r o p e r l y  

capped t o  p r e v e n t  'water o r  insect  i n t rus ion .  T h e  o ther  f i replace should 

be  made inoperable. A smoke detect ion system simi lar t o  and connected 

t o  t h e  same cent ra l  sy;tem as t h a t  o f  t h e  main house should be  p rov ided  

as a safety measure. I n  addi t ion a por tab le  f i r e  ex t ingu isher  o f  

appropr ia te  size and t y p e  should be  p rov ided  in t h e  k i tchen.  

6. T h e  downspouts should be  replaced w i t h  similar appliances made 

o f  lead-coated copper, and g r o u n d  d ra ins  should be  insta l led.  

7. T h e  t reatment  o f  windows, ex te r i o r  mi l lwork,  c leaning 'of b r i c k  

walls, and minor  roo f  repa i rs  should b e  t h e  same as f o r  t h e  main house. 

No h i s to r i c  f ab r i c  wi l l  b e  removed f rom t h e  ex te r i o r  o f  t h e  k i tchen.  

Repairs wi l l  be  per formed u n d e r  t h e  superv is ion o f  an exper ienced e x h i b i t  

specialist, i n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  fab r i c  wi l l  b e  respected. T h e r e  wi l l  be  no 

negat ive impact. 

T h e  repa i rs  wi l l  a r r e s t  deter iorat ion wh ich  p resen t l y  th rea tens  t h e  

i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  action wi l l  have a pos i t i ve  impact o n  t h e  

cont inued preserva t ion  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

Proposed renovat ion of t h e  k i tchen involves removal o f  t h e  wall on 

t h e  west side o f  t h e  f i r s t  f loor,  which i s  a 20th c e n t u r y  change i n  t h e  

bu i l d ing .  I n t roduc t i on  o f  modern appliances wi l l  r e q u i r e  c u t t i n g  a few 

small holes in t h e  f loor f o r  new plumbing.  T h e  negat ive impacts o f  t h e  



descr ibed work  are  minor  when compared w i t h  t h e  benef i ts  o f  hav ing  a 

s ta f f  member res id ing  on t h e  Chatham p r o p e r t y .  

c .  T h e  L a u n d r y  

Cont inued use as a guest  residence i s  t h e  most promis ing and 

economical use f o r  t h e  l aund ry .  T h e  convers ion o f  t h e  bu i l d ing  t o  a s ta f f  

residence i s  n o t  recommended f o r  several reasons. T h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a 

prominent  p a r t  o f  the' garden se t t ing  near  t h e  summer house and l i l y  

pond.  T h e r e  i s  no  screening w i t h  t rees  and sh rubs  as t h e r e  i s  on  t h e  

garden side o f  t h e  k i tchen t o  i n s u r e  p r i v a c y  f o r  t h e  occupant.  T h e  o n l y  

e n t r y  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  faces a v i s i t o r  area, and t h e r e  i s  no veh icu la r  

access. Occasional use b y  guests o r  p a r k  s ta f f  in t rans i t i on  is  most 

appropr iate,  however, and could be  accomplished w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no  impact 

on t h e  h is to r ic  f ab r i c .  

Work requ i red  t o  accommodate t h i s  use inc ludes:  

1. Ex te r i o r  b r i c k w o r k  repa i rs  to ta l ing  about  200 square feet, 

similar t o  such work  on  t h e  main house. Point ing o f  an addit ional 500 

square fee t  i s  also needed. 

2. Bo th  chimneys su f fe r  f rom severe b r i c k  decay and r e q u i r e  

par t ia l  reconst ruc t ion .  

3. Vegetat ion on t h e  n o r t h  and west sides o f  t h e  l a u n d r y  should 

be  removed t o  permi t  t h e  bu i l d ing  t o  d r y  o u t  p rope r l y .  

4. T h e  downspouts should b e  replaced and g r o u n d  d ra ins  checked 

f o r  p r o p e r  operat ion. 

5. T h e  t reatment  o f  ex te r i o r  mi l lwork,  windows, cleaning o f  b r i c k  

walls, and  minor  roo f  repa i rs  should be  t h e  same as f o r  t h e  main house. 

6. Perimeter dra inage and foundat ion sealing is  needed t o  s top 

moisture ins t rus ion .  



7 .  T h e  i n t e r i o r  requ i res  pa in t i ng  and f loor  cleaning. 

8. New heat ing contro ls  and a new fo rced-a i r  heat ing coil a re  

needed. 

9. New electr ical  w i r i n g  should be  insta l led us ing  components 

simi lar t o  those in t h e  p lantat ion house. 

10. Appl iances and f u r n i t u r e  are  needed t o  make t h e  b u i l d i n g  

hospitable. 

No h is to r ic  f ab r i c  wi l l  be  removed f rom t h e  ex te r i o r  o f  t h e  l a u n d r y .  

Repairs wi l l  b e  per formed under  t h e  superv is ion o f  an exper ienced e x h i b i t  

specialist, i n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  fab r i c  wi l l  be  respected. The re  wi l l  be  no 

negat ive impact. T h e  repa i rs  wi l l  a r r e s t  deter iorat ion which present ly  

th rea tens  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  act ion wi l l  have a pos i t i ve  

impact on  t h e  cont inued preserva t ion  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

Proposed i n t e r i o r  changes invo lve  no  d is tu rbance o f  h is to r ic  f a b r i c  

o the r  t han  t h e  poss ib i l i t y  o f  a few small holes necessary f o r  insta l la t ion o f  

new w i r i ng .  Floor cleaning wi l l  b e  non-abrasive and l imited t o  mi ld  

chemical solut ions. Repairs t o  t h e  f loor  system wi l l  be  per formed w i thou t  

removal o f  h is to r ic  f ab r i c .  T h e  negat ive impacts o f  t h e  descr ibed work  

a re  minor  when compared w i th  t h e  benef i ts  o f  making t h e  l a u n d r y  a 

func t i on ing  fac i l i t y .  



CHAPTER I1 

THE SUPPORT STRUCTURES 



A s  po in ted  o u t  in Chap te r  I ,  Chatham has a lways possessed 

numerous  dependent  s t r u c t u r e s .  T h e  b u i l d i n g s  wh i ch  a r e  t h e r e  t oday  a r e  

n e a r l y  a l l  o f  p r e - P r a t t  o r i g i n .  With t w o  except ions,  l i t t l e  in fo rmat ion  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  cons t ruc t i on  i s  avai lable,  a n d  approx imate  dates can o n l y  

b e  surmised  f r o m  func t i on ,  mater ia ls,  o r  s t y l i s t i c  analys is .  

T h e  pu rpose  o f  t h i s  sect ion i s  t o  focus  o n  t h e  p rese rva t i on  needs o f  

these  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d  t o  analyze t h e i r  p roposed o r  sugges ted  use  w i t h  

r e g a r d  t o  appropr ia teness  as adap t i ve  s t r u c t u r e s .  T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  p a r t s  

t o  t h e  d iscuss ion  o f  each f ea tu re :  a desc r i p t i on  o f  t h e  f a b r i c  as it 

stands,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  avai lab le  h i s t o r i c  data;  sugges ted  t r ea tmen t  t o  

s a t i s f y  t h e  immediate p rese rva t i on  needs o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ;  an  ou t l i ne  o f  

t h e  recommended maintenance approach;  a n d  a sugges t ion  f o r  use  

compat ible w i t h  t h e  f unc t i on ,  location, a n d  con f i gu ra t i on  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

A l l  s u p p o r t  s t r u c t u r e s  need f u r t h e r  s t u d y ,  a n d  shou ld  b e  i nves t i ga ted  in 

de ta i l  when f u n d s  a r e  avai lab le  f o r  t h a t  pu rpose .  

Ca re take r ' s  House 

Desc r i p t i on  - T h i s  one -s to r y  frame house i s  t h e  o n l y  b u i l d i n g  east  o f  

Chatham Lane. T h e  wal ls a r e  f rame sheathed w i t h  c lapboard  o n  a b r i c k  

f ounda t i on  wh i ch  encloses a h a l f  basement.  Decora t i ve  hexagonal  aspha l t  

sh ing les  cove r  t h e  roof ,  dormer ,  a n d  p o r c h  gable,  su rmounted  by b r i c k  

chimneys, a l l  i n  good cond i t ion .  Some r u s t  s ta ins  a r e  no ted  o n  t h e  wes t  

exposu re  o f  t h e  roof ,  poss ib l y  i nd i ca t i ng  f a u l t y  f e r r o u s  metal f l ash ing .  

Wood t r i m  a r o u n d  t h e  eaves, so f f i t ,  a n d  gables i s  sound but t h e  p a i n t  i s  

pee l ing  f r o m  some p a r t s  o f  t h e  m i l lwo rk .  T h e  g u t t e r s  a n d  downspouts  a r e  

mechanica l ly  sound but a r e  pa in ted  a n d  pee l ing  l i k e  t h e  t r i m .  T h e  doub le  

h u n g  sash windows, window casings, a n d  s i d i ng  a r e  a l l  in exce l len t  

cond i t ion .  

T h e  i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h  o f  t h e  ca re take r ' s  house i s  pa in ted  p las te r ,  

showing  n o  c r a c k s  o r  s i gns  o f  sett lement,  a n d  t h i s  f i n i s h  i s  c a r r i e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  A new f o r c e d  h o t  a i r  hea t i ng  system i s  

c e n t r a l l y  located in t h e  basement. 



Beh ind  t h e  house i s  a small ch i cken  coop f o r  domest ic use  a n d  a 

detached garage.  

T rea tmen t  - T h e  overa l l  cond i t ion  o f  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  excel lent ,  as a 

r e s u l t  o f  ca re  by a long- t ime estate employee p r i o r  t o  NPS acqu is i t i on  of 

Chatham. T h e  corn ice  a n d  g u t t e r s  need t o  b e  pa in ted  a n d  spo t  t0uc.h-up 

shou ld  b e  done elsewhere as r e q u i r e d .  T h e  source  o f  s t a i n i ng  o n  t h e  

roo f  shou ld  b e  ascer ta ined as a p recau t ion .  

Maintenance - Regu la r  inspec t ion  a n d  maintenance shou ld  b e  c a r r i e d  

o u t  o n  t h e  same bas is  as o t h e r  p a r k  residences, excep t  t h a t  t h e  e x t e r i o r  

appearance shou ld  n o t  b e  a l te red  w i t h o u t  cons idera t ion  by a qua l i f i ed  

p ro fess iona l .  

Use - Con t i nued  use as a s t a f f  res idence i s  t h e  most  a p p r o p r a t e  - 

f u n c t i o n  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

Stab le  a n d  Garage -- 
Descr ip t ion  - T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  ac tua l l y  composed o f  t h r e e  

components jo ined t o  f o r m  a simple complex. T h e  main p a r t  i s  a 

o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  building w i t h  a h a y  l o f t  a n d  t a c k  room above. T h e  roof 

i s  covered  w i t h  aspha l t  sh ing les wh i ch  were  ins ta l led  in abou t  1965 a n d  

a r e  in exce l len t  cond i t ion .  T h e  m i l lwo rk  i s  sound but needs p a i n t i n g .  

T h e  f e r r o u s  metal g u t t e r s  a r e  de te r io ra ted .  

T h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  was pa in ted  w h i t e  a n d  e x h i b i t s  t h e  same 

problems no ted  f o r  t h e  main house. In add i t ion ,  t h e r e  a r e  shear  c r a c k s  

v i s i b l e  o v e r  w indow heads a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  ga rage  doors  wh i ch  appear  t o  

b e  re l a ted  t o  modi f icat ions made when t h e  b u i l d i n g  was modern ized.  

A b o u t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  has been conve r ted  t o  a modern  ga rage  

by r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  ce i l i ng  beams w i t h  steel  t i e  r o d s  a n d  p o u r i n g  a 

concre te  s lab f l o o r .  Communicat ing w i t h  t h e  ga rage  i s  a s to rage  room. 

T h e  remain ing  space i n  t h e  one -s to r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  i s  t a k e n  up by t h e  

s t a i r  t o  t h e  l o f t  a n d  a room used  f o r  g a r d e n  implement s to rage .  T h i s  

space leads t o  a b r i c k  w i n g  wh i ch  conta ins ho rse  s ta l ls  made o f  hardwood 



a n d  f i t t e d  w i t h  b rass  ha rdware .  T h e  s ta l ls  have  n o t  been used  f o r  some 

time, but o the rw i se  a r e  i n  exce l len t  cond i t ion .  T h e  h a r d w a r e  deserves  

no te  f o r  i t s  unusua l  des ign  a n d  exce l len t  f i n i s h  q u a l i t y .  

T h e  b r i c k w o r k  a n d  m i l lwo rk  a r e  in abou t  t h e  same cond i t ion  as in 

t h e  o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  r o o f  o f  t h i s  sect ion, however ,  i s  

cove red  w i t h  wood sh ing les  on  open shea th ing .  T h e r e  a r e  severa l  places 

known  t o  leak in t h i s  area, a n d  some wate r  damage has been done t o  t h e  

shea th ing  a n d  f l o o r i n g .  

T o  t h e  east  o f  t h e  b r i c k  s tab le  i s  a p a r t l y  enclosed p o s t  a n d  beam 

w i n g  a r r a n g e d  in an  "L" shape, f o r m i n g  a y a r d .  T h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  in 

good cond i t ion .  T h e  roo f  was renewed in 1970 w i t h  aspha l t  sh ing les.  

T rea tmen t  - Replace w i t h  sh ing les  t o  match t h e  garage  w i n g .  T h e  

g u t t e r s  a n d  downspouts  shou ld  b e  rep laced w i t h  lead-coated copper ,  and  

t h e  g r o u n d  d r a i n s  checked  f o r  p r o p e r  opera t ion .  T h e  e x t e r i o r  m i l lwo rk  

needs p a i n t i n g .  

T h e  b r i c k w o r k  shou ld  b e  cleaned u s i n g  t h e  same method as f o r  t h e  

main house, a f t e r  wh i ch  abou t  100 squa re  f ee t  o f  b r i c k  shou ld  be  

replaced, a n d  200 squa re  f ee t  o f  p o i n t i n g  done. 

T h e  i n t e r i o r  shou ld  b e  cleaned a n d  unnecessary  f lammable mater ia ls  

removed.  Pa r t i cu l a r  ca re  shou ld  b e  exerc ised  i n  t h e  s ta l l  area t o  avo id  

damage t o  t h e  wood o r  ha rdware .  A p p r o p r i a t e  f i r e  e x t i n g u i s h e r s  shou ld  

b e  p laced in t h e  ga rage  and  s to rage  areas.  E x t r a  wood t r i m  s to red  in 

t h e  l o f t  r a f t e r s  dates f r o m  t h e  renova t ion  o f  t h e  1920s a n d  i s  a va luab le  

s tock  f o r  r e p a i r  purposes .  A lso s to red  in t h e  l o f t  a r e  t e n  columns f r o m  

t h e  now l os t  porches .  T h e  squa re  ones a r e  t h e  lower  p i e r s  o f  t h e  west  

p o r c h .  T h e  c y l i n d r i c a l  columns a r e  f r o m  t h e  east p o r c h .  These  columns 

f o r m  an  impo r tan t  h i s t o r i c  resource  a n d  shou ld  b e  accessioned i n t o  t h e  

p a r k ' s  a r t i f a c t  co l lec t ion a n d  c a r e f u l l y  p ro tec ted  a n d  p rese rved .  T h e  

s l i d i n g  paneled doo r  o n  t h e  east  e n d  o f  t h e  s tab le  w ing  i s  also a n  

impo r tan t  a r t i f a c t .  I t  shou ld  b e  removed, w i t h  a l l  ha rdware ,  accessioned 

i n t o  t h e  p a r k  col lect ion, a n d  s to red  in a safe p lace in t h e  main house.  



Maintenance - T h e  p r e s e n t  e x t e r i o r  appearance o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

shou ld  b e  maintained, excep t  t h a t  e f f o r t s  t o  remove p a i n t  f r o m  t h e  b r i c k  

wal ls shou ld  con t i nue  o n  a y e a r l y  bas is  u n t i l  a l l  p a i n t  i s  removed.  

Vegetat ion nea r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  shou ld  b e  k e p t  f r o m  c l imb ing  o n  o r  

t o u c h i n g  t h e  wal ls .  

Rout ine  i n t e r i o r  maintenance can  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  as f o r  a 

"non -h i s to r i c  bu i ld ing , "  excep t  f o r  t h e  s tab le  area, whe re  special  ca re  

mus t  b e  exerc ised .  Changes i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  s t r u c t u r e  shou ld  b e  c a r r i e d  

o u t  o n l y  a f t e r  consu l ta t ion  w i t h  an  h is to r i ca l  a r ch i t ec t .  

T h e  open w i n g  shou ld  b e  pa in ted  o n l y  when t h e  p r e s e n t  coat  i s  

worn ,  c racked ,  o r  pee l ing .  Pa in t i ng  o n  a schedule w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  

need i s  n o t  recommended. 

Use - T h e  ga rage  i s  app rop r i a te  f o r  i t s  con t i nued  use  in t h a t  - 
capac i ty .  T h e  f i r s t  f l oo r  s to rage  area can con t inue  t o  b e  used  f o r  i t s  

i n t ended  pu rpose .  I n  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e ,  as in a l l  u t i l i t y  b u i l d i n g s  wh i ch  

have  h i s t o r i c  value, p r u d e n t  f i r e  p recau t ions  a n d  s teps t o  minimze 

inc iden ta l  damage shou ld  b e  p lanned a n d  implemented by t h e  maintenance 

staf f .  Ins ta l la t ion  o f  f i r e  ex t i ngu i she rs ,  f o r  example, shou ld  p recede 

occupancy .  

I t  i s  recommended t h a t  t h e  s ta l ls  in t h e  s tab le  w i n g  b e  des igna ted  an  

H i s to r i c  Preserve,  a n d  a c t i v i t y  t h e r e  b e  l imi ted t o  uses wh i ch  w i l l  n o t  

damage t h e  f a b r i c .  

T h e  open w i n g  shou ld  con t i nue  be ing  used  as an area f o r  s to rage  of 

f a r m  vehic les and  equ ipment .  

C o r n  C r i b  -- 
Descr ip t i on  - Opposi te  t h e  s tab le  a n d  garage  s tands  a c o r n  c r i b  built 

o f  2 x 4s w i t h  1 x 3s f o r m i n g  t h e  wal ls.  A l l  o f  t h e  wood s t r u c t u r e  i s  in 

good cond i t ion .  T h e  use  o f  w i r e  common na i l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  wood 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  ind icates t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  in t h e  20th c e n t u r y .  T h e  



r oo f  i s  o f  de te r i o ra ted  sh ing led  wood a n d  t opped  by a cupola wh i ch  once 

he ld  a be l l  (now in t h e  possession o f  D r .  Massad who l i ves  immediately t o  

t h e  sou th  o n  Chatham Lane), r e p o r t e d l y  used  f o r  ca l l i ng  t h e  f a r m  

w o r k e r s .  T h e  s t r u c t u r e  r e s t s  o n  concre te  foo t ings .  

T rea tmen t  - Replace t h e  roo f  w i t h  new wood sh ing les  s imi lar  t o  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  ones. Immediate p a i n t i n g  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  b u t  can b e  expec ted  t o  

b e  needed s h o r t l y .  Mon i t o r i ng  i s  r e q u i r e d .  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion  a n d  p a i n t i n g  when r e q u i r e d .  

Use - Con t i nued  maintenance as an  element in t h e  Chatham scene. - 

Gas Pump - 
Descr i p t i on  - A 1930s v i n tage  gas pump  o r i g i n a l l y  f o r  p r i v a t e  

domest ic a n d  f a r m  use. 

T rea tmen t  - Sa fe ty  ce r t i f i ca t i on  by a qua l i f i ed  inspec to r ;  i nspec t ion  

o f  f u e l  s to rage  t ank ;  a n d  renewal o f  w o r n  p a r t s  as r e q u i r e d .  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  p a i n t i n g  and  inspec t ion .  

Use - Gas pump  f o r  f u e l i n g  w o r k  vehic les.  - 

Well House -- 
Descr ip t ion  - P r i o r  t o  convers ion  o f  Chatham t o  t h e  c o u n t y  wate r  

system, wa te r  f r o m  t h i s  wel l  was pumped t o  a wate r  t r ea tmen t  f a c i l i t y  in 

t h e  watchman's o f f i ce  a n d  t h e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  f o r  domest ic purposes .  Water 

i s  s t i l l  pumped f r o m  t h i s  wel l  a n d  used  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n .  

T h e  wel l  house also i s  t h e  place whe re  e l ec t r i c  se rv i ce  f o r  Chatham 

e n t e r s  t h e  estate a n d  i s  metered.  T rans fo rmers  a r e  located o n  a po le  

ad jacent  t o  t h e  house. A lso  located h e r e  a r e  c i r c u i t  b r e a k e r s  a n d  pumps.  



T h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k ,  p a r t i a l l y  se t  i n t o  t h e  slope o f  t h e  

h i l l ,  f i t t e d  w i t h  a wood a n d  g lass doo r .  T h e  roo f  i s  a concre te  s lab w i t h  

a cen te r  v e n t .  

T rea tmen t  - Secure r o o f  v e n t  a n d  animal screen.  I nspec t  c i r c u i t  

b r e a k e r s  a n d  pumps f o r  p r o p e r  opera t ion .  Replace as r e q u i r e d .  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion  o f  mechanical a n d  e lec t r i ca l  

equipment ;  inspec t ion  o f  r oo f  and  b r i c k  walls; p a i n t i n g  o f  wood doo r  a n d  

t r i m  when needed. 

Use - Con t i nued  use  as mechanical a n d  e lect r ica l  con t ro l  room f o r  

au tho r i zed  personne l  o n l y  

Watchman's O f f i ce  

Descr ip t ion  - A p roposed landscape p lan  o f  1922 shows a simple 

rec tangu la r  b u i l d i n g  in t h e  locat ion o f  t h e  watchman's o f f i ce .  I t  i s  n o t  

known  if t h i s  r ep resen ts  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g ,  o r  whe the r  t h e  

p l an  mere ly  shows a sugges t ion  f o r  a b u i l d i n g  a t  t h i s  locat ion. B y  1932, 

however ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was in place in i t s  p r e s e n t  con f i gu ra t i on ,  as 

shown in an  eng ineer ' s  p l an  o f  t h a t  date.  T h e  cons t ruc t i on  a n d  t h e  de ta i l  

of t h e  b u i l d i n g  s t r o n g l y  sugges ts  an  e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y  date.  T h e r e  a r e  

t h r e e  p a r t s  t o  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e :  a b r i c k  house, s imi lar  t o  t h e  k i t chen ,  t h e  

f i r s t  f loor  of wh i ch  has a small o f f i ce  a n d  a s t a i r  t o  t h e  second f loo r ;  a 

w ing ,  e x t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  sou th  f r o m  t h e  house; a n d  a c u r v e d  por t i co ,  

enc los ing garage  a n d  s to rage  space. T h e  i n t e r i o r  space o f  t h e  w i n g  

ac tua l l y  inc ludes  p a r t  o f  t h e  house volume, l im i t i ng  t h e  size o f  t h e  o f f i ce  

space a n d  s t a i r  in t h e  watchman's o f f i ce .  T h e  w i n g  i s  devo ted  who l l y  t o  

mechanical equipment :  t h e  fu rnace ,  wh i ch  supp l ies  hea t  t o  t h e  main 

house, k i t chen ,  a n d  l a u n d r y ;  t h e  domest ic h o t  wa te r  t ank ;  d isused  wa te r  

t r ea tmen t  t anks ;  e lect r ica l  panels;  a n d  t h e  f u r n a c e  f u e l  t a n k  a r e  located 

in t h i s  area. T h e  l a rge  wa te r  t a n k  in t h e  w i n g  i s  a f u n c t i o n i n g  p a r t  of 

t h e  domest ic wa te r  system. T h e  wa te r  p r e s e n t l y  f l ows  t h r o u g h  p a r t  o f  

t h e  wate r  t r ea tmen t  va l ve  system i n t o  t h e  l a rge  t ank ,  t h e n  o u t  t o  t h e  

o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s .  T h e  t r ea tmen t  f u n c t i o n  i s  n o  l onge r  needed s ince t h e  



wate r  comes f rom t h e  c o u n t y  system, but it i s  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  t a n k  b e  

l e f t  in use  as a r e s e r v e  f i r e f i g h t i n g  s u p p l y .  

T rea tmen t  - T h e  e x t e r i o r  b r i c k  wal ls a r e  pa in ted  a n d  r e q u i r e  

c lean ing  as o u t l i n e d  f o r  t h e  main house. In add i t i on  150 squa re  f e e t  o f  

p o i n t i n g  a n d  50 squa re  f e e t  o f  b r i c k  replacement a r e  r e q u i r e d .  T h e  west  

ch imney  i s  damaged, p r e s e n t l y  lean ing  eastward.  I t  shou ld  b e  r e b u i l t  

w i t h  new b r i c k  t o  match  t h e  e x i s t i n g  mater ia ls .  

T h e  dormer  wood t r i m  needs r e p a i r  a n d  p a i n t i n g .  T h e  g u t t e r s  and  

downspouts  shou ld  also b e  pa in ted ,  a n d  t h e  g r o u n d  d r a i n s  checked  f o r  

p r o p e r  opera t ion .  O t h e r  m i l lwo rk  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s ide  o f  t h e  watchman's 

o f f i ce  needs wash ing  o n l y .  T h e  m i l lwo rk  o n  t h e  w ing  a n d  c u r v e d  p o r t i c o  

need pa in t .  

T h e  i n t e r i o r  r e q u i r e s  t h o r o u g h  cleaning, m inor  p l as te r  repa i rs ,  a n d  

new p a i n t  t h r o u g h o u t .  T h e  e lec t r i ca l  a n d  hea t i ng  systems shou ld  b e  

u p g r a d e d  t o  acceptable s tanda rds  if t h e  use  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  as de te rmined  

b y  management i s  o n  a r e g u l a r  bas is .  

Maintenance - T h e  watchman's o f f i ce  i s  a u t i l i t y  s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  

e x t e r i o r  f ac i ng  n o r t h  a n d  east  shou ld  b e  k e p t  in i t s  p r e s e n t  appearance 

in o r d e r  t o  mainta in  t h e  h i s t o r i c  scene. T h e  i n t e r i o r  areas devo ted  t o  

mechanical equ ipment  may b e  t r ea ted  as non -h i s to r i c  spaces. T h e  o f f i ce  

area may also b e  t r e a t e d  as non -h i s to r i c  i nso fa r  as such  t r ea tmen t  w i l l  n o t  

a f f e c t  t h e  e x t e r i o r  appearance. 

Use - T h e  o f f i ce  space i s  su i t ed  f o r  con t i nued  use  f o r  t h a t  pu rpose .  - 
T h e  mechanical area shou ld  remain in i t s  p r e s e n t  s ta te ,  w i t h  t h e  poss ib le  

excep t ion  o f  t h e  removal o f  t h e  wate r  t r ea tmen t  p l a n t .  

Gate 

Desc r i p t i on  - T h i s  b r i c k  ga te  ex tends  f r o m  t h e  wes t  ends  o f  t h e  

watchman's o f f i ce  a n d  t h e  k i t chen ,  enc los ing t h e  se rv i ce  y a r d  fo rmed by 

these  t w o  s t r u c t u r e s .  T h e  wal l  c u r v e s  t o  t h e  west, t e rm ina t i ng  in squa re  



b r i c k  p y l o n s  capped w i t h  s tone f i n i a l s .  T h e  b r i c k  i s  spa l l i ng  a n d  b a d l y  

decayed i n  severa l  places. From t h e  p y l o n s  a r e  hung wooden gates wh i ch  

a r e  in good cond i t ion .  T h e  ins ta l la t ion  da te  o f  t h e  ga te  i s  n o t  known,  

b u t  it p r o b a b l y  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  Devore  res idence  d u r i n g  t h e  1920s. 

T rea tmen t  - T h e r e  i s  v e r y  ser ious damage done t o  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  by 

b r i c k  decay.  T h e  s o f t  b r i c k  i s  la id  u p  i n  p o r t l a n d  cement mor ta r ,  caus ing  

t h e  face  o f  t h e  b r i c k  t o  spal l  o f f .  Decayed u n i t s  shou ld  b e  rep laced.  

Pa in t  shou ld  b e  removed as desc r i bed  p r e v i o u s l y .  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspect ion;  p a i n t  gates as necessary .  

Use - Con t i nue  e x i s t i n g  f u n c t i o n .  - 

Ha-Ha Wall -- 
Descr ip t i on  - A Ha-Ha i s  a wal l  o r  fence  separa t ing  t w o  d ras t i ca l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  leve ls  o f  t h e  landscape. T h i s  one i s  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k  

approx imate ly  2 f e e t  6 inches h i g h  by I f o o t  wide.  Ornamenta l  cas t  

concre te  p ineapples decorate c o r n e r s  and  ends  o f  t h e  wal l .  T h e  wall i s  a 

p a r t  o f  t h e  Devore  renova t ion .  

T rea tmen t  - Secure loose p ineapples.  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion .  

Use - Con t i nue  e x i s t i n g  f unc t i on .  - 

S a t y r  Temple 

Desc r i p t i on  - T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  one o f  severa l  ornamenta l  g a r d e n  

objects .  I t  was p r o b a b l y  des igned  in 1926 by O l i v e r  C la r ke .  H is  

d r a w i n g s  f o r  t h e  companion Empty  Temple a r e  i n  t h e  possession o f  t h e  

Nat ional  P a r k  Serv ice,  a n d  t h e  t w o  p r o b a b l y  were  done a t  t h e  same t ime 



T h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  cas t  concre te  t o  s imulate s tone o n  a t h r e e  s tep  base 

wh i ch  s u p p o r t s  e i g h t  columns. T h e  en tab la tu re  a n d  roo f  a r e  also 

concrete.  C r a c k s  have  developed a t  t h e  co rn i ce  where  s tand ing  wate r  a t  

t h e  edge o f  t h e  roo f  has pene t ra ted  t h e  cement wash sur face .  

I ns i de  t h e  temple i s  a l imestone f i g u r e  o f  a s a t y r  seated o n  a 

pedesta l .  

T rea tmen t  - App l i ca t ion  o f  a wate r  seal o r  new cement wash t o  seal 

t h e  roo f .  T h e  s t r u c t u r e  shou ld  t h e n  b e  cleaned t o  remove wa te r  s ta ins  

a n d  moss. 

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion .  

Use - Con t i nue  e x i s t i n g  f u n c t i o n  as v isua l  ameni ty .  - 

Empty  Temple 

Desc r i p t i on  - T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  was des igned  by O l i v e r  C l a r k e  in 1926, 

a n d  h i s  o r i g i na l  d r a w i n g s  a r e  avai lable.  T h e r e  i s  a plinth i ns i de  t o  

accept  a s ta tue,  but t h e r e  p r e s e n t l y  i s  none.  

L i k e  t h e  S a t y r  Temple t h e  cons t ruc t i on  i s  o f  concre te  cas t  t o  

s imulate stone. T h e r e  also i s  a severe  p rob lem w i t h  wa te r  damage 

t h r o u g h  t h e  r o o f  a n d  o n  t h e  columns. 

T rea tmen t  - Seal t h e  r o o f  a n d  clean t h e  s t r u c t u r e  below. 

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion .  

Use - Con t i nue  e x i s t i n g  f u n c t i o n  as v i sua l  ameni ty .  - 

Ha-Ha S t a i r  -- 
Descr ip t i on  - T h i s  s t a i r  leads f r o m  t h e  second t o  t h e  lowest  t e r r a c e  

leve l .  T h e  t r e a d s  a n d  r i s e r s  a r e  made o f  h a r d  b r i c k  la id  o n  edge w i t h  

p o r t l a n d  cement.  Ornamenta l  p ineapples make up t h e  t o p  of t h e  s t a i r  r a i l .  



Trea tmen t  - S i x  b r i c k s  r e q u i r e  replacement.  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion .  

Use - Cont inue  e x i s t i n g  f u n c t i o n .  - 

Music S t a i r  -- 
Descr ip t ion  - T h i s  i s  ano ther  one o f  C la r ke ' s  des igns,  done in 1926 

f o r  t h e  Devores.  T h e  s t a i r  leads f r o m  t h e  h i g h e s t  t e r r a c e  level  t o  t h e  

midd le  leve l .  T h e  base i s  b r i c k ,  t h e  t r eads  a r e  concrete,  a n d  t h e  r a i l i n g  

i s  ornamenta l  w r o u g h t  i r o n .  A musical  score i s  i nco rpo ra ted  i n t o  t h e  

hor i zon ta l  r a i l .  

T rea tmen t  - None r e q u i r e d .  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspect ion,  p a i n t i n g  o f  i r o n w o r k  when 

r e q u i r e d .  

Use - Con t i nue  p r e s e n t  f unc t i on .  - 

Statue  o f  F lora -- 
Descr ip t ion  - T h i s  i s  a s l i g h t l y  less t h a n  l i fes ize represen ta t ion  o f  

Flora,  Roman goddess o f  f l owers ,  made o f  cas t  concre te  o n  a pedesta l .  

T rea tmen t  - Cleaning w i t h  m i ld  soap a n d  warm water ,  u s i n g  a s t i f f  

non-meta l l ic  b r u s h .  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion .  

Use - Con t i nue  p r e s e n t  f u n c t i o n  as a v isua l  ameni ty .  



Summer House 

Descr ipt ion - T h e  arch i tec t ' s  plans ex i s t  f o r  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e :  it was 

b u i l t  i n  1940 by t h e  Pra t ts .  T h e  f loor  i s  covered w i t h  q u a r r y  t i l e  on a 

concrete slab approximate ly  s ix  inches above grade.  Wooden columns and 

end walls s u p p o r t  a bat tened copper h i p  roo f .  Enclosing t h e  roo f  a re  

bronze mesh screens wh ich  can be covered w i t h  removable louvered panels 

d u r i n g  t h e  w in ter .  T h e  i n t e r i o r  can be d i v ided  by louvered panels wh ich  

fo ld  f o r  s torage i n t o  t h e  side walls a t  t h e  east and west ends o f  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e .  

Treatment  - None requ i red .  

Maintenance - Periodic inspect ion and pa in t ing  when requ i red .  

Seasonal removal and replacement o f  louvered panels. 

Use - T h e  location o f  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  near  t h e  garden and i t s  - 
excellent physical  condi t ion make t h e  summer house an ideal concession 

fac i l i t y  o r  p icn ic  area in warm weather.  The re  is  adequate space on t h e  

lawn t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h i s  fea ture  f o r  tables w i thou t  i n t r u d i n g  on  t h e  v is ta  

o f  t h e  house and garden.  I f  t h e  summer house i s  n o t  used as a 

concession space, t h e  fac i l i t y  should b e  f i t t e d  w i t h  tables, chairs,  and 

t r a s h  recepticles, t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  a shaded lunch  o r  r e s t  area. 

Lily Pond 

Descr ipt ion - T h i s  concrete basin suppor ts  water  l i l ies and go ld f ish .  

I t  i s  located on ax is  w i t h  t h e  summer house and photographs document i t s  

existence a t  least as ea r l y  as 1927. T h e  pond p resen t l y  i s  cracked in 

several places and does n o t  hold water  wel l .  

Treatment  - T h e  f i s h  and p lan ts  should be  temporar i l y  removed, and 

t h e  c racks  repa i red  w i t h  cement compatible w i t h  t h e  ex i s t i ng  material .  

T h e  basin should then  be cleaned and coated t o  t h e  water l ine w i t h  clear 

epoxy  res in,  ref i l led,  and t h e  f i s h  and p lants re tu rned .  



Maintenance - Clean a n d  i nspec t  per iod ica l l y .  T o p  o f f  wa te r  during 

hot ,  dry summer months.  

Use - Con t i nue  use  as a v isua l  ameni ty .  A w ide  p l a n t i n g  b o r d e r  i s  - 
suggested  t o  he lp  keep v i s i t o r s  away f r o m  t h e  p o n d .  

L ion  U r n  -- 
Descr ip t ion  - T h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h i s  c a r v e d  sandstone ob jec t  i s  u n k n o w n .  

I t  may have  been a well cove r  o r  p a r t  o f  a f oun ta in .  

T rea tmen t  - None r e q u i r e d .  Ana lys is  by a c u r a t o r  m i g h t  b e  h e l p f u l  

in de te rm in ing  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h i s  ob jec t .  

Maintenance - None r e q u i r e d .  Do n o t  a t tempt  t o  c lean t h i s  ob jec t .  

Use - Visual  amen i ty .  - 

Pergola 

Descr ip t ion  - S u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  l i on  u r n  i s  a  pergo la  made o f  wooden 

l i n t e l s  o n  b r i c k  p i e r s  a n d  concre te  column a n d  covered  w i t h  roses.  

T rea tmen t  - Restore o r  rep lace l i n te ls .  Repa i r  de te r i o ra ted  

b r i c k w o r k .  

Maintenance - Per iod inspec t ion .  

Use - Visual  amen i ty .  - 

Gate 

Desc r i p t i on  - B r i c k  p i e r s  s u p p o r t  a  w r o u g h t  i r o n  ga te .  A w r o u g h t  

i r o n  fence f lanks  t h e  p i e r s  a n d  connects  t o  t h e  g a r d e n  wal l .  

T rea tmen t  - Repa i r  decayed b r i c k s .  A t t a c h  fence t o  p i e r s .  



Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion  

Use - Visual  ameni ty .  - 

Garden Wall 

Descr ip t ion  - A seven- foot  wal l  s u r r o u n d s  t h e  formal  g a r d e n  area o f  

Chatham. T h e  wall i s  approx imate ly  e i g h t  inches t h i c k  made o f  b r i c k  la id  

u p  in Flemish bond .  Numerous areas s u f f e r  f r o m  de te r i o ra ted  b r i c k  d u e  t o  

t h e  use  o f  s o f t  b r i c k  a n d  p o r t l a n d  cement. 

T rea tmen t  - Severa l  h u n d r e d  squa re  f ee t  o f  b r i c k  r e q u i r e  

replacement.  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion .  

Use - Con t i nue  p r e s e n t  f u n c t i o n  as a v isua l  amen i ty .  - 

Statue  o f  Ceres --- 
Desc r i p t i on  - T h i s  ob jec t  i s  t h e  companion t o  t h e  S ta tue  o f  F lora.  

T rea tmen t  - Cleaning w i t h  m i ld  soap a n d  warm water ,  u s i n g  a s t i f f  

non-meta l l ic  b r i s t l e  b r u s h .  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion .  

Use - Cont inue  p r e s e n t  use as a v i sua l  ameni ty  - 

Green houses 

Descr ip t ion  - T h e  newer  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  t w o  greenhouses was 

cons t ruc ted  in 1935, acco rd ing  t o  p lans  a n d  c o n t r a c t  documents now in 

t h e  possession o f  t h e  Nat ional  P a r k  Serv ice .  T h e  cons t ruc t i on  da te  o f  t h e  

o l de r  g reenhouse  i s  u n k n o w n .  B o t h  P r a t t s  had  a pass ion f o r  f r e s h  

f lowers,  a n d  Mrs .  P r a t t  was a t  one t ime ac t i ve  in t h e  V i r g i n i a  Garden  

C lub .  



B o t h  s t r u c t u r e s  a re  composed o f  a g reenhouse  p r o p e r  a t tached  t o  a 

c lapboard  p o t t i n g  shed.  Beneath t h i s  l a t t e r  area o f  t h e  o l de r  g reenhouse  

is  a ce l la r  hous ing  a bo i le r  wh i ch  p roduces  h o t  wa te r  f o r  hea t i ng  t h e  

greenhouses.  Ad jacen t  t o  t h e  f u r n a c e  room, u n d e r  t h e  g r a v e l  wa lk  

between t h e  bu i l d i ngs ,  i s  a concre te  coal bin, now emp ty .  Ho t  wa te r  

supp l i ed  by t h e  bo i l e r  i s  c i r cu la ted  t o  p ipes  wh i ch  run u n d e r  t h e  benches 

o f  b o t h  houses a n d  t o  a heated ou ts ide  f rame.  

T h e  greenhouses a r e  made o f  b r i c k  t o  abou t  t h r e e  f ee t  in he igh t ;  

t h e n  glass above. T h e  o lde r  g reenhouse  i s  a wooden s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  p l a i n  

g lass a n d  s ide ven t s .  T h e  newer  g reenhouse  i s  cons t ruc ted  of 

manufac tu red  metal f r amework  w i t h  c u r v e d  g lass eaves a n d  a ven ted  

r i d g e .  

T rea tmen t  - None r e q u i r e d .  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion  and  p a i n t i n g .  

Use - These  s t r u c t u r e s  were  f u n c t i o n i n g  greenhouses in s p r i n g  1975, - 
a n d  may b e  reac t i va ted  a t  a n y  t ime. I t  i s  recommended t h a t  t h e y  b e  

r e t u r n e d  t o  use  as soon as poss ib le .  

D a i r y  B a r n  

Desc r i p t i dn  - O r i g i n a l l y  a d a i r y  b a r n ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  now used  f o r  

s to rage  a n d  as a tool  shed.  No documentat ion i s  ava i lab le  t o  f i x  a 

cons t ruc t i on  da te  f o r  t h e  b a r n .  A n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  William K e y  Howard,  

son of A l len  Randolph Howard  who owned Chatham between 1909 a n d  1914, 

ind ica ted  t h a t  b o t h  t h e  d a i r y  b a r n  a n d  t h e  m i l k  house were  in t h e i r  

p r e s e n t  locat ions d u r i n g  t h a t  pe r i od .  T h e  b a r n ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  i s  i nc l uded  

in a 1922 landscape plan, a n d  a rch i t ec tu ra l  ev idence po in t s  t o  a la te  19 th  

o r  v e r y  e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y  cons t ruc t i on  da te  f o r  b o t h  s t r u c t u r e s .  

T h e  d a i r y  b a r n  has a p o s t  a n d  beam s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  c lapboard  s i d i n g  

a n d  a f i ve - yea r -o l d  aspha l t  sh ing le  roo f .  T h e  f l o o r  i s  concrete,  a n d  t h e  

s ta l ls  a r e  s t i l l  i n t ac t .  T h e  t w o  a t tached s to rage  sheds, a r e  la te r  



add i t ions  t o  t h e  cen t ra l  s t r u c t u r e .  A small gab led  l o f t  i s  located i n  t h e  

cen te r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  windows have  been reduced  in size as 

ind ica ted  by t h e  doub le  s i l l s  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s ide.  

A c o r r u g a t e d  s tee l - roofed shed i s  located t o  t h e  west  

T rea tmen t  - Demolish t h e  steel  sheds o n  t h e  wes t  s ide.  No o t h e r  

t r ea tmen t  r e q u i r e d .  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion .  Pa in t ing  when r e q u i r e d .  

Use - T h e  d a i r y  b a r n  i s  app rop r i a te  f o r  s to rage  a n d  f o r  vehic le  - 
p a r k i n g .  

T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  shou ld  be  a sub jec t  f o r  f u t u r e  s t u d y .  Modi f icat ions 

t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f a b r i c  shou ld  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  o n l y  a f t e r  s t u d y  by a 

qua l i f i ed  profess ional .  

M i l k  House -- 
Descr ip t ion  - T h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  ment ioned by M r .  Howard  as be ing  i n  

place in 1908, a n d  a rch i t ec tu ra l  ev idence ind icates an e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y  

da te  f o r  t h e  m i l k  house. T h e  i n t e r i o r  cons is ts  o f  t w o  rooms equ ipped  

w i t h  wate r -ch i l l ed  m i l k  coolers, separated by a small storeroom. T h e  

f a c i l i t y  has been non- func t iona l  f o r  a t  least 25 years,  h a v i n g  been used  

d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  as a s t a f f  t o i l e t  and  s to rage  space. 

T h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  made o f  r us t i ca ted  concre te  b lock,  sometimes cal led 

cas t  stone, s imulat ing ash la r  masonry  cons t ruc t i on .  A ped iment  o v e r  t h e  

e n t r y ,  s u p p o r t e d  by t w o  concre te  b l ock  columns, i s  f l anked  b y  a small 

sash window o n  each s ide.  T h e  wal ls show ex tens i ve  shear  c rack ing ,  

p r o b a b l y  d u e  t o  set t lement  a t  t h e  east a n d  west  ends  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  

a n d  t h e r e  i s  also a c r a c k  a n d  minor  la te ra l  d isplacement in t h e  west  

pediment  column. T h e  r o o f  i s  an  aspha l t  sh ing le  cons t ruc t i on  ins ta l led  

abou t  1965. T h e  corn ice,  windows, a n d  m i l lwo rk  a r e  s l i g h t l y  damaged i n  

places. 



Trea tmen t  - Shear  c r a c k i n g  appears t o  b e  d u e  t o  set t lement .  

Unde rp inn ing ,  soil  s tab i l izat ion,  o r  a combinat ion o f  b o t h  may b e  

necessary t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  cond i t ion .  One o f  t h e  p o r c h  columns also 

r e q u i r e s  re in fo rcement .  T h e  woodwork shou ld  b e  repa i red  a n d  pa in ted .  

T h e r e  a r e  ind ica t ions  t h a t  t h e  e x t e r i o r  wal ls o f  t h e  building were  

o r i g i n a l l y  pa in ted  o r  whi tewashed.  F u r t h e r  s t u d y  shou ld  b e  devo ted  t o  

t h e  o r i g i na l  e x t e r i o r  appearance be fo re  act ion i s  t a k e n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

wal ls .  

Maintenance - Per iod ic  inspec t ion .  Pa in t i ng  when r e q u i r e d .  

Use - T h e  m i l k  house  i s  an  impo r tan t  i n t e r p r e t i v e  element o f  t h e  

Chatham s t o r y ,  f o r m i n g  a f unc t i ona l  system w i t h  t h e  pas tu res  a n d  d a i r y  

b a r n .  E x t e r i o r  s tab i l izat ion a n d  use  as a v isua l  element a t  Chatham i s  

recommended. 

Cave Remains 

Desc r i p t i on  - T h e  remains o f  a man-made inden ta t ion  a r e  located i n  

t h e  s ide  o f  t h e  n o r t h  r av i ne .  T h e  wal ls show marks  o f  a s tone axe  o r  

ch ise l .  I t  was no ted  in t h e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  1797 t h a t  Chatham possessed an  

ice house, a n d  t h i s  f e a t u r e  may have  se rved  t h a t  f unc t i on .  T h e  roo f  o f  

t h e  inden ta t ion  has collapsed, cove r i ng  t h e  f l oo r  a n d  mak ing  i nves t i ga t i on  

of t h a t  area impossible w i t h o u t  remov ing  a cons iderable amount o f  d e b r i s .  

Sewage T rea tmen t  T a n k  

Desc r i p t i on  - A th ree-s tage  sewage t r ea tmen t  t a n k  i s  located o n  t h e  

r i m  of t h e  n o r t h  rav ine ,  west  o f  t h e  m i l k  house. T h e  opera t ion  of t h i s  

f a c i l i t y  i s  d iscussed in t h e  aforement ioned mechanical eng inee r ' s  r e p o r t .  

Graves 

Descr ip t ion  - Gran i t e  marke rs  i nsc r i bed  "Unknown .  U .  S. A .  1862" 

locate t h e  places where  by t r a d i t i o n  w o r k e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  1930s uncove red  



human remains, assumed t o  be  p a r t  o f  t h e  Union b u r i a l s  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  

Chatham d u r i n g  t h e  Ba t t l e  o f  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g .  See Chatham S i te  Ske t ch  

( A p p e n d i x  A )  f o r  approx imate  locat ions o f  these  g raves .  

T rea tmen t  - T h e  remains shou ld  b e  exhumed f o r  archeological  

i nves t i ga t i on  t o  de te rmine  whe the r  t h e y  a r e  i n  f a c t  human a n d  m i l i t a r y  

bu r i a l s ,  a n d  t h e  d ispos i t ion  o f  t h e  remains shou ld  b e  de te rmined  by 

management. 

Catalpa T rees  

Desc r i p t i on  - T h e  1862 pho tog raphs  show these  t w o  t rees ,  ma tu re  

even then ,  i n  place * d u r i n g  t h e  ba t t le .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  h i s t o r i c  

vege ta t ion  known  t o  be  i n  ex is tence d u r i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c  pe r i od  wh i ch  s t i l l  

s u r v i v e s .  

T rea tmen t  - .  T h e  t r ees  shou ld  b e  cared  f o r  b y  qua l i f i ed  profess ionals  

t o  p r o l o n g  t h e i r  l i f e .  T h e y  shou ld  be  rep laced w i t h  t h e  same species i n  

t h e  same locat ion a f t e r  t h e i r  demise. 
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C. 1797 FEATURE INVENTORY 



CHATHAM FEATURE INVENTORY, 1797 

From an  adver t i sement  t o  sell ,  F e b r u a r y  14, 1797 
F r e d s ' b u r g  & Falmouth A d v e r t i s e r  

B r i c k  house w/9 rooms + e n t r y  wall, 2 s ta i rs ,  passages, dry ce l lars ,  
Main House & 2 w ings  

K i t chen  & l a r d e r - b r i c k  

L a u n d r y  & Housekeeper 's  room w i t h  cel lar ,  b r i c k  

S to re  house, b r i c k  

Smoke house, b r i c k  

Da i r y ,  s tone 

S p r i n g  house, s tone 

Stable f o r  30 horses  

Coach house f o r  4  car r iages  

B a r n s  - unspec i f ied  

G r a n a r y  

Cow-house - unspec i f ied  - f o r  36 cat t le ,  "apar tments"  f o r  f a t t e n i n g  
veal, mut ton ,  & lamb 

Ove rsee r ' s  House 

B lacksmi th 's  shop 

Q u a r t e r s  f o r  50 laborers  

Merchan t  Mi l l  - s tone 

Mi l le r ' s  house 

F isher ies 

F e r r y  

Q u a r r y  

I ce  House 



A g r i c u l t u r a l  assets 

1. Pleasure & K i t chen  ga rdens  

2. F r u i t  t rees :  apples,  pears,  walnuts ,  ches tnu ts ,  che r r i es ,  peaches, 
plums, nectar ines,  apr i co ts ,  grapes,  f i g s ,  rasber r ies ,  gooseberr ies,  
s t r awbe r r i es ,  a n d  c u r r a n t s  

3. Hay :  " t h r e e  h e a v y  c rops "  p e r  yea r  

5. Peach o r c h a r d  

6. A p p l e  & Pear o r c h a r d  

7. Vegetable g a r d e n  
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l  NTRODUCTION 

T h e  p a i n t  analys is  o f  t h e  main house a t  Chatham, F r e d e r i c k s b u r g ,  

V i r g i n i a ,  was u n d e r t a k e n  t o  ass is t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  in es tab l i sh ing  t h e  

cons t ruc t i on  sequence o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  as wel l  as t o  de te rmine  i t s  

h i s t o r i ca l  p a i n t  schemes. 

T h i s  analys is  was conduc ted  by mechanical means; t h a t  is,  t h e  p a i n t  

ch ips  were  examined u n d e r  a microscope u s i n g  a scalpel b lade  t o  separate 

t h e  layers .  T h e  p a i n t  co lors  were  a l l  keyed  t o  t h e  Munsel l  Co lo r  System. 

Separate g lossy  co lor  samples may b e  pu rchased  f r om:  

Munsel l  Color  Company 

2441 N o r t h  C a l v e r t  S t r e e t  

Bal t imore,  Ma ry l and  21218 

Fo r  accuracy,  these ch ips  shou ld  b e  matched in n o r t h  s k y  d a y l i g h t .  

O n  t h e  accompanying schedules, no ta t ions  o f  " f i lm"  n e x t  t o  a co lo r  

ind ica te  t h a t  t h e  p a i n t  l aye r  was exposed f o r  a l ong  pe r i od  o f  t ime such  

t h a t  t h e  o i l  m ig ra ted  t o  t h e  su r f ace  f o r m i n g  a d isco lored f i lm  o r  s k i n .  

With t h i s  f a c t o r  known,  t h e  Munsel l  number  has been coded as much as 

poss ib le  t o  t h e  o r i g i na l  co lor .  

Notat ions o f  "so i l "  i nd ica te  a subs tan t ia l  d i r t  l aye r  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  

p a i n t  layer ,  l ikewise i nd i ca t i ng  p ro longed  exposu re  a n d  d isco lo ra t ion .  

Aga in  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  Munsel l  number  rep resen ts  a c lose approx imat ion  of 

t h e  o r i g i na l  appearance o f  t h e  pa in t .  

I n t e r i o r  Pa in t  Ana lys is  

T h e  o r i g i na l  f i n i s h  coat  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  mansion a n d  w ings  i s  

cons i s ten t l y  d a r k  g r e e n  (10GY 3/2) i nd i ca t i ng  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  

was b u i l t  a t  one t ime. However,  t h e  absence o f  a wh i t e  lead p r i m e r  (5Y 

3/2) in t h e  main en t rance  hal l ,  Room 105, and  d i n i n g  room, Room 103, 



may ind ica te  these  rooms, t h e  la rges t ,  were  t h e  las t  t o  b e  completed. 

T h e  o r i g i na l  woodwork  i n  t h e  d r a w i n g  room, Room 104, was removed 

d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. T h e  p r e s e n t  pane l ing  was ins ta l led  in t h e  1920s 

and, t he re fo re ,  was n o t  a sub jec t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  

T h e  d a r k  g reen  bot tom l a y e r  o f  p a i n t  f o u n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  house 

was exposed f o r  a l ong  pe r i od  o f  t ime, p r o b a b l y  d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  

r es i dency  o f  t h e  f i r s t  owner ,  William F i t zhugh ,  ca. 1770-1806. In some 

places, t h i s  f i n i s h  coat h a d  w o r n  away, expos ing  t h e  p r i m e r  coat  wh i ch  in 

t u r n  developed i t s  own su r face  f i lm  a n d  d i r t  layer .  Due t o  t h e  e a r l y  

h a n d - g r o u n d  manufac tu re  o f  t h e  p a i n t  a n d  i t s  age, t h e  co lor  has p r o b a b l y  

changed cons ide rab l y  f r o m  i t s  f i r s t  appearance. The re fo re ,  t h e  Munsel l  

number  a t t r i b u t i o n  used  h e r e  i s  f o r  d a t i n g  pu rposes  o n l y .  A n y  a t tempt  

a t  r es to ra t i on  o f  t h i s  co lor  shou ld  o n l y  b e  made a f t e r  f u r t h e r  analys is .  

T h e  f i r s t  known  i n t e r i o r  a l te ra t ion  was ind ica ted  by a s l i d i n g  doo r  in 

t h e  s tab le  wh i ch  p r o v e d  t o  have  been sa lvaged f r o m  t h e  main house, when 

t h e  doo rway  between t h e  main en t rance  ha l l ,  Room 105, a n d  t h e  d r a w i n g  

room, Room 104, was modif ied t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  state.  T h e  p a i n t  l aye rs  o n  

b o t h  s ides of t h i s  door  a n d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  west  en t rance  a r c h i t r a v e  match 

t h e  scheme o f  t h e  main en t rance  ha l l  pane l ing  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  third 

f i n i s h  l aye r  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  seven th .  T h i s  wou ld  ind ica te  

t h a t  t h e  squa re  a r chway  w i t h  f l u t e d  p i las te rs  and  s l i d i n g  doors  was n o t  

o r i g i na l  t o  t h e  house, b u t  was added p r o b a b l y  by t h e  third fami ly  t o  own  

t h e  house, t h e  Coal ters ,  a f t e r  1825. I t  was removed by t h e  Devores in 

t h e  1920s. Excep t  f o r  one las t  l aye r  o f  e x t e r i o r  p a i n t  put o n  when t h e  

door  was moved t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  locat ion, t h e  p a i n t  co lo rs  o n  b o t h  sides of 

t h e  s l i d i n g  doo r  a r e  iden t i ca l .  Thus ,  it seems t h a t  t h e  now los t  wood 

pane l i ng  in t h e  d r a w i n g  room h a d  been pa in ted  t o  match t h e  ha l l  d u r i n g  

t h e  owne rsh ip  ment ioned. 

T h e  removal o f  t h e  n o r t h  s t a i r  t o  t h e  second f l o o r  was t h e  n e x t  

major i n t e r i o r  a l terat ion,  as de te rmined  by t h e  p a i n t  l aye rs  o f  a s o f f i t  

boa rd  now enclosed i n  t h e  a t t i c  o f  Room 103. Subsequent  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  

wainscot  pane l i ng  f r o m  t h e  second f l o o r  hal l ,  Room 202 (whe re  t h e  

ba th room has now been insta l led) ,  was re located o n  t h e  west  wal l  o f  Room 

103b when t h e  o l d  f i r s t  f l oo r  s ta i r  ha l l  was enclosed. 



I t  i s  poss ib le  t h a t  Lacy  re ta i ned  t h e  house much as it h a d  been when 

h i s  a u n t  l i ved  t h e r e  a n d  t h a t  it is  t h e  third f i n i s h  p a i n t  l a y e r  t h a t  was 

exposed d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. I f  t h i s  i s  t r u e  t h e n  one o f  t h e  n e x t  

owne rs  g r a i n e d  t h e  woodwork  in t h e  main en t rance  ha l l ,  d r a w i n g  a n d  

dining rooms, and  u p s t a i r s  ha l l .  I n  t h e  main en t rance  ha l l ,  t h e  panels  

u n d e r  t h e  s ide l i g h t s  o f  b o t h  doors  were  added a t  t h i s  t ime, as wel l  as 

many o f  t h e  doo rs  wh i ch  share  t h e  same mo ld ing  p ro f i l es .  

T h e  passageway ha l l s  t o  b o t h  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  sou th  w ings  have  been 

t r e a t e d  s im i la r l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  house. 

I t  appears t h a t  t h e  Devores did some p a i n t  removal o n  t h e  pane l ing  

o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  f i rep lace  wall, Room 111, b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  ins tance  o f  

p a i n t  removal in t h e  house f o u n d  t o  date.  

E x t e r i o r  Pa in t  Ana l ys i s  

T h e  f i r s t  i nd ica t ion  o f  a l te ra t ions  ou t s i de  t h e  house came f r o m  a 

piece o f  t h e  e x t e r i o r  co rn i ce  f o u n d  in t h e  a t t i c .  I t  s t i l l  h a d  t w o  w r o u g h t  

i r o n  na i l s  p r o t r u d i n g  f r o m  it, i nd i ca t i ng  i t s  18 th  c e n t u r y  date,  b u t  o n l y  

one l a y e r  o f  wh i t e  p a i n t  wh i ch  was a l l i ga to red  a n d  dirty. I t  i s  poss ib le  

t h a t  t h i s  piece was p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i na l  co rn i ce  wh i ch  had  t o  b e  removed 

when t h e  t w o - s t o r y  p o r c h  was added.  If t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  t h e n  t h e  lack  o f  

p a i n t  l aye rs  ind icates t h a t  t h e  p o r c h  was added v e r y  ea r l y - -poss ib l y  by 

t h e  second owner ,  Major  C h u r c h i l l  Jones, as e a r l y  as 1806. Small as t h i s  

sample may be, t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  o n  o r  a r o u n d  t h e  house t o  sugges t  t h a t  

t h e  o r i g i na l  e x t e r i o r  t r i m  co lor  o f  t h e  b r i c k  house was a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  

t h a n  whi te .  Pho tographs  t aken  during t h e  C i v i l  War subs tan t i a te  t h i s  

conc lus ion.  

A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, however ,  pho tog raphs  show t h a t  t h e  b r i c k  wal ls 

were  pa in ted  a l i g h t  color,  f o u n d  t o  be  m u s t a r d  ye l low (2.5Y 7/5) a n d  t h e  

wood t r i m  was pa in ted  a d a r k  co lor .  T h e  o n l y  d a r k  p a i n t  ava i lab le  o n  

a n y  o f  t h e  samples t a k e n  was a d a r k  r e d  (10R 3 / 6 )  ( excep t  f o r  d a r k  

g r e e n  o n  some doo r  t r i m ) .  T h i s  r e d  l a y e r  was n o t  v e r y  dirty, a n d  

p r o b a b l y  was n o t  exposed a l ong  t ime be fo re  t h e  wal ls were  pa in ted  a r e d  



b r i c k  co lor  (2.5YR 3/4) a n d  t h e  t r i m  co lo r  was r e t u r n e d  t o  wh i t e .  T h e  

mor ta r  jo in ts  were  n o t  s t r u c k  o u t  w i t h  wh i te .  T h i s  combinat ion was 

re ta ined  u n t i l  t h e  Devores removed t h e  p o r c h  and  pa in ted  t h e  b r i c k  wal ls 

wh i te .  T h e  P r a t t s  con t i nued  t h e  a l l  w h i t e  co lo r  scheme u n t i l  t h e  p resen t .  

T h e  o n l y  dev ia t ion  f r o m  t h i s  wal l  a n d  t r i m  ch rono logy  was ev idence  

t h a t  t h e  wes t  p o r c h  columns, f i r s t  f l oo r ,  were  sand pa in ted .  T h e  

columns f r o m  t h e  east  p o r c h  shou ld  b e  examined f o r  t h i s  same t rea tment .  







E. THE OLIVER H. CLARKE DRAWINGS 















































F. CONJECTURAL RESTORED PLAN, CHATHAM 

PLANTATION HOUSE, 1770 
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H. PROPOSED RESIDENCE PLAN, K ITCHEN 

(ADAPTATION OF STRUCTURE TO PARK STAFF RESIDENCE) 
i 





EXISTING CONDITIONS DRAWINGS, CHATHAM, AUGUST 1976 















PHOTOGRAPHS 



1. Westover. Charles C i t y  County,  V i rg in ia .  South  elevat ion. Const ruc ted  ca. 1730. 
Cour tesy  of Histor ic  American Bu i l d ings  S u r v e y .  

, .. --  . 





3 .  Harewood, Jef ferson County,  West V i rg in ia .  Const ruc ted  i n  1756. . Cour tesy  o f  National 
Register o f  H is to r ic  Places. - - - - 



4. Brandon,  Pr ince  George County,  V i rg in ia .  Cor1sl1.111 l c ~ l  I ,I. I I - 0  C o u r l e s y  o f  H i s to r i c  
American Bu i l d i ngs  S u r v e y .  



5.  Battersea, Petersburq,  Dinwiddie Coun tv ,  V i ra in ia .  Const ruc ted  ca. 1765-70. Courtesv o f  - 
National Register  o f  H is to r ic  Places. 

- -  - - 



6. Chatham. West elevation, March 1863. T .  H .  OISull ivan, photographer .  Signal Corps  photograph.  
Cour tesy  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  Congress. 













































































































































A s  t h e  Nat ion 's  p r i n c i p a l  conserva t ion  agency,  t h e  Depar tment  o f  t h e  
I n t e r i o r  has  bas ic  respons ib i l i t i es  t o  p r o t e c t  a n d  conserve  o u r  l and  a n d  
wate r ,  e n e r g y  a n d  minera ls ,  f i s h  a n d  w i ld l i fe ,  p a r k s  a n d  rec rea t ion  
areas, a n d  t o  ensu re  t h e  wise use  o f  al l  these  resources .  T h e  
Depar tment  also has major r espons ib i l i t y  f o r  Amer ican I n d i a n  rese rva t i on  
communit ies a n d  f o r  people who l i v e  i n  i s land  t e r r i t o r i e s  u n d e r  U.S. 
admin is t ra t ion .  

Pub l i ca t ion  serv ices  were  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  g raph i cs  s t a f f  o f  t h e  D e n v e r  
Se rv i ce  Cen te r .  NPS 2176 
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