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New Geneva, PA – For over 30 years the Friendship Hill Association and the National Park Service have collaborated to celebrate the life and times of American statesman Albert Gallatin.  FestiFall, held annually at Gallatin’s frontier estate in New Geneva, PA, features weekend festivities that will include nineteenth century craft demonstrations, living history demonstrations, musical presentations, and tours of the mansion.  This year FestiFall will be held on Saturday, September 21 & Sunday, September 22, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Making a first time appearance will be noted Thomas Jefferson interpreter homas Pitz.  Mr. Pitzhas portrayed the third President of the United States since 1987 and has appeared at Monticello, Mount Rushmore NP and many other historical sites and universities throughout the country. Albert Gallatin and Thomas Jefferson were both prominent Democratic- Republicans.  Jefferson brought Gallatin into his presidential administration as Sectary of the Treasury, and together the two men worked to finance the Louisiana Purchase, the Lewis and Clark Expedition, as well as paying down the national debt.
 Also highlighting FestiFall 2013 will be the return of the Rat Catcher.  Both children and adults delight in the Rat Catcher’s scraggly appearance, antics, and his cage of “trapped rats.” Each afternoon the Rat Catcher will be wed to the lovely Miss Barbara in a mock country marriage performed by our local backwoods minister.
 FestiFall is a family-oriented event with many hands-on activities for children.  Coordinator Stacey Robinson will be bringing back favorites such as applesauce making, candle dipping, identifying animal pelts, and period games.  Children are encouraged to come dressed in costume or to take advantage of period clothing provided for the day.
 A photography exhibit featuring Friendship Hill National Historic Site will also be on display in the mansion.
In addition to the festival activities, hikers may explore several miles of scenic trails along the Monongahela River, Pennsylvania’s 2013 River of the Year.
 The Friendship Hill Association will be selling delicious beef sandwiches, hearty ham-and-bean soup, an array of baked goods, and a variety of beverages.  Visitors may also pack their own picnic baskets and eat at tables on the grounds.
 Admission to FestiFall and Friendship Hill NHS is free. The house and festival site are handicapped accessible.
 Friendship Hill National Historic Site is located at 223 New Geneva Rd., Point Marion, PA 15474.  The site is off PA Route 166 between Point Marion and New Geneva, 12 miles south of Uniontown, and 11 miles north of Morgantown, WV.   For more information call 724-725-9190 or visit Friendship Hill’s website at www.nps.gov/frhi, or the Friendship Hill Association’s Facebook page.

