The Friends of the Frederick Douglass National
Historic Site (FOFDNHS) is a non-profit organiza-
tion that is committed to helping the National
Park Service (NPS) preserve and increase aware-
ness of the legacy of Frederick Douglass and his
home, Cedar Hill.

FOFDNHS is supported by members and volun-
teers who, like you, are dedicated to helping to
safeguard the heritage of Frederick Douglass for

continued inspiration of generations to come.

Purchased in 1877, Cedar Hill was
Douglass’ home until his death in 1895.

What is a Friends Group?

For the National Park Service (NPS), partnerships
with Friends Groups—Ilike the Friends of the Fre-
derick Douglass National Historic Site (NHS)—have
long been an effective way of better connecting
people with their national parks. As stewards of
the home and its grounds for nearly half a century,
the NPS has provided extensive restorations, a
visitor’s center and incalculable interpretive and
educational resources that bring Douglass and his
struggle for freedom and equality to life.

As the bicentennial of Douglass’ birth approaches
in 2018 and the site prepares the next generation
of visitors, FOFDNHS and its members will work
closely alongside the NPS to help enhance the
FDNHS experience for all visitors and ensure that
Douglass’ tireless struggle, transformative words,
and inclusive vision of humanity continue to in-
spire and sustain us all.
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Called the father of the civil rights movement,
Frederick Douglass rose through determination,
brilliance, and eloquence to shape the American
nation. During the course of his remarkable life,
Frederick Douglass escaped from slavery, became
internationally renowned for his eloquence in the
cause of liberty, and went on to serve the na-
tional government in several official capacities.
- X He was an abolitionist,
human  rights and
women's rights activist,
orator, author, journal-
ist, publisher and social
reformer.

Born to slavery in 1818
on the Eastern Shore of
Maryland, Douglass
was originally named
Frederick Augustus

Washington by his

Frederick Douglass
Courtesy: National Park Service

mother Harriet Bailey. Taught basic reading skills
by his Mistress until she was forced to stop,
Douglass continued to teach himself and other
slaves to read and write despite risks that in-
cluded death.

As an escaped slave, Douglass was forced to leave
the country to avoid arrest. He returned to be-
come a staunch advocate of the Union cause and
helped recruit African American troops for the

Union Army. His personal relationship with Lin-

Who was Frederick Douglass?

coln helped persuade the President to make
emancipation a cause of the Civil War.

With the abolishment of slavery at the close of
the Civil War, Douglass then turned his attention
to the full integration of the African-American
into political and economic life of the United
States. Doug- P L
lass, committed e
to freedom,
dedicated  his
life to achieving
justice for all
Americans, in

particular Afri-

Times of Frederick Douglass.
can-Americans,

women and minority groups. He envisioned
America as an inclusive nation strengthened by
diversity and free of discrimination.

Abraham Lincoln referred to Douglass as the most
meritorious man of the nineteenth century, and
in his later years, he was appointed to several
offices. Frederick Douglass served as U.S. Marshal
of the District of Columbia under Rutherford B.
Hayes' administration; President James Garfield
appointed Douglass the District of Columbia Re-
corder of Deeds. In 1889, President Benjamin
Harrison appointed Douglass to be the U.S. Minis-
ter to Haiti. He was later appointed by President
Grant to serve as Secretary of the Commission of

Santo Domingo.

Support FOFDNHS

The Friends of the Frederick Douglass NHS is a
newly-established organization funded entirely by
the generous contributions from members and
friends like you. The organization was born from
the articulated needs of the Frederick Douglass
NHS and a framework through which interested
and dedicated volunteers and advocates can
channel their support to help sustain Douglass’
memory and accomplishments.

Contribute today to ensure that the Frederick
Douglass NHS and its programs can educate and
inspire future generations.

O VYES! | would like to make a $25
contribution and become a member of the
Friends of the Frederick Douglass NHS.

O | would like to make an additional
contribution of S to support the
efforts of the Friends of the Frederick
Douglass NHS.

My total enclosed contribution is: S

Member Name (inc. Mr./Mrs./Ms., etc.)

Address

Phone Email

Please make checks payable to:
Friends of the FDNHS

O check
O cash

Method of Payment:

Mail donations to: Friends of the Frederick Douglass NHS
2124 14th Street SE
Washington, DC 20020
Phone: (202) 688-2447
E-mail: info@fofdnhs.org
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