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If there 1s nd struggle, there 1s no progress. Those

vho profess to favor Ireedom, and yet deprecate agitation,
are men who want crope without plowlog up the ground.
They want the rain without thonder and lightning. They
want the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters.
This siruggle may be s physical one; or it may be both
morsl and physlcal; but 1t muat be n struggle. Power
concedes nothing without a demand.

~--Frederick Douglass
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FREFACE

The Eistoric Grounds Heport on the Frederick Douglass Home,
ENCP-B~12, haa been written to provide the reascnably deteiled his-
toriesal dats peeded for the reatormtlon snd interpretaticon of the
grounde and cutbulldinge to reflect Douglass' life and his years
spent at Cedar Hill. The Natiooal Purk Service plans 4o restore the
estate to its appearance in 1895, the year Dougluss died. In addi-
tion, the Hational Park Service alma to provide recreaticnal faell-
itles for the viaitors to Cedar Hill,

Frederick Douglass, nineteenth-century Negro abolitionlst, ora-
tor, Jourmallst, author, politiclan and diplomat, has often been re-
ferred to &8 "Father of the Civll Rights Movemenot," or "Father of
the Protest Movement."” Douglass was borm a elave ip 1817, but es-
caped to freedom at the age of tweniy-one. OShortly thereafter he par-
ticipated in an sbolitionist convention and thus ccamenced his 1ife-
long dedication to the cause of freedam and eguallty for all oppres-
eed peoples, 1o partlculuar the Negro 1o Amerlea. Douglass gained
widespread influence both in Americs and sbrowd for his work.

Douglass moved to Waehlogton D.C. in 1672 apd lived at A Street,

§.E. until he bought Cedar Hill in 1879. At sixty-two Douglass vae

atlll deeply concerned with local and natiopal problema., He wes tha






firat Negro to be appeinted D.C. Marsbul and Recorder of Deeds, and
he served as the U.3. Minister to Haitl from 1839 to 1801,

In order to gain a de=per understanding of Frederick Douglass,
egpecially during his sevenzeen years spent at Cedar Hill, I turned
to sources which shed light on his private life una personality.
Douglass' attachment to his Washington home is apparent in the mem-
orles and memorabiliia of his living descendants end hic contemporaries.
Many sources made specific reference to the growlery, & emall stone
den behlad the house where [ouglass escaped to medltate, plan, or
write. Becuuse of its significance in Douglass’ dally life at Cednr
Hill, I recommend that speclal attenticn be puid to its interpretu-
tion, and, 1f funds permit, to 1ts reconstruction.

The abundunt planting of the grounds and the tpen countryside
all arcund Cedar Hill reflected Douglass' strong love of nature.
dlthough most of the area bordering on the property hes since been
developed and much of the greenery has faded out, I think it is pos-
8lble apd advisable to emphasize in the restoration und interpretution
of the grounds the spiritual and physical relnforcement Douglasa ree-
ceived from his nstural surroundings.

While a generel layout of the estate in 1895 could be defined
in this report, it wes not possible to give an uceurate and complete
description of the grounds and outbulldings from the available pho-
tographs, maps,letters, and public records of the reriod. For this

reason, 1t was necessary to rely heavlly on sn Interview with

11






Mr. Pierre M. Taylor who first knew Cedar Hill a5 & boy of seven in
1908, & full thirteen years after Douglass' death. Although his mem-
ory checked well againet established Information on the grounds, one
muet allow for the possibility of human error and for the changes
that probably occurred between 1895 and 1908. Furthermore, since

he later lived at Cedar Hill with his wife aa caretaker, from 1929

to 1939, he probsbly remembered some things from that decade, over
thirty years after the planned date of restoration.

Another problem of research centered around an outbuilding that
appears on an 1894 U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey map but unfortun-
ately i2 not named. Since no other information was found on this
etructure, I auggeet mn archeological search to try to establish
whether the bullding exiated, and if so, what it was.

Several interviews with former caretakers and Dougluss' descen-
dants bave been frultful for this report. Unfortunately, due to her
poor health, I was unsble to meet with Mrs. Charles (née McKinlny)
Flagg, vbo moved to Cedar Hill in 1908 to live with her family. She
weé gager to talk to me, and I am sure vould be willing to speak 1o
snyooe else ebout the home, if her heulth permits. Mre. Flagg's en-
thusiastic intereat in the future of the Frederick Douglass Home was
typical of all the living relatives and associates of Douglaess' fam-
11y whe vere Interviewed for this report. It is thelr expressed hope
that Cedar Hill, cnce an insplration tc Douglass, might some day

8000 become a "Mount Vernon" for the Negro race in Americs.

114






I em greteful to many people for thelr active cooperution and
intereet 1o this report. Special thanks go to three memhers of the
Dougiags family--Mrs. Anns Weaver Teabeau, a grest- granddaughter of
Douglass; Mre. Fannie Douglasa, widow of Douglass’ grandson, Joseph
Douglass; «nd Mr. Joaeph H. Douglass--and to Mrs. Gladys Parham, pre-
gent caretaker at Cedar Hill; Mra. Spencer, librurian at Howard Uni-
versity; and, to Mr. and Mrs. Fierre M, Taylor, for their kind snd
generous asslstance and contrihutions to my research. And, finally,
by deep appreclation to Historiasn Charles H. McCormick for augges-
ticne apd sdvice, and to Historlan Frank B. Sarles Jr., for his care-

Tul editing. #ny errore in this report are entirely my own.
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CHAFTER I

"FATHER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT"

Childhood in .

Frederick Augustus Washingtion Baily, better known as
Frederick Douglass, was born s slave in Pebrusry 1817 cn the
plantaticn of Colcnel Edward Lloyd io Tuckahoe, Palbot County,
Marylepd. In hisa aarly years, Fredsrick lived with several
other young children under the care of his vErm-hearted
grandmother, At the age of peven he wvBs taken to the home
of his master, Ceptaln Aarco Anthooy, who menaged the twenty
or thirty farma and approximately ope thousend slaves of
Colonal] Tloyd.

Dougless knew nothing of Lis father but suspected thet
ha vaer a4 white man; his mother, a Negro sleve, Le knew from
ozeasional nocturnal visits she mads after walking twelwve
miles from a peighboring farm. Although his sssoclation witk
ber was brief, Douwglass' memory of kie cmother wea one of joy
and pride., As ghes wvaE able to read and write--the only Negro

ir Tuekshoe witk this gklll--her aon in later yeers proudly






attributed bis own love of letiers” ool to my presumed Anglo-
Saxon patermity, but to tbhe nmative genlus of my sable, up-
protected and uncultivated mnther.“l

Ooe yeur at Captaln Anthony's under the cure of Aunt Katy,
8 Hegrc slave, proved a2 trial for young Frederick. "wWant of
food was my chiefr trouble during my first summer," he later
vrote, and he remenbered how often he had esgerly devoured
"the crumba and small bones flung out for the dogs and ‘::eanrlm."E
Dougluss alsc suffered from inadequate clothing: both summer
and wlnter he went almost naked, Morecver, he witnessed, for
the first time, one of many whippings inflicted on his Aunt Esther,
a glave, which left him "hushed, stunned znd beﬂild.ared."B
This occurrence, coupled with & nev avareness that an aunt and uncle
bad escuped North and were free, transformed the 8-year-old to
a fogitive from slavery lo spirit and purpoaee.

Douglage conceded, howvever, that "I bave nothing cruel or

shocking to relate of my own persotn]l experience while I remsined
L

an Colonel Lloyd's plsntation." Oune of his light tasks was run-

l. Frederieck Douglese, Life and Tmes of Frederick Douglass
(New York, 1962, reprinted from revised edition of 1892, D.35.

2. Douglass, p.34.
3. Ttid., p.bg.

4. Tuid., p.70.






ning errands for the young mistress, lucretis, who grew fond of
Fredarick apd revirdad hio vith her spacial sttention. In ad-
aiticn, he wue parmitied to play with Colonsl Lloyd's aon, Deniel,
ut the Great House,

Neverthelees, aa he grew older, Dougluss became increzsingly
disenchanted with his cirmumetunces. Thus vhen, st tha zge of
nine, he was transferred to the home of the Hugh Aulde in Balti-
zoye, ha felt no rtmnraa.5 As snticipeted, Bis lot was saszlep:
he wvas wushed, ¢lothed, and fed, snd his reaponsibilities ware
oarely to lock aufter Tommy, the Auld's son, who wae Frederick's
wge. During the seven years Dougluss lived with the Auld family,
ne discovered an interest in learning:

The frequent hearing of my miatress reading tha Bible
slond . . . awakened my axdosity . . . and arvused in
oe the deaire to learn. Up to this time I hed known
nothlng woatever of this wonderful art, apd oy ighomnce
and my confidence in my miutrgas, emboldened me to

aBk hear to teach ma to read.

Bophis Auld, & kind apd pilous woman, readily consented to
teach Fredsrick, but sbe bad hardly begun when Master Hugh found
out apd forbades her to continue. Douglass beard Auid warn bins

vwife: "If you give a nigger ao inch be will teke an ell. Llearn-

5. Lucretia {Anthony} was married to Captain Thomus Auld,
brother to Hugh Auld.

&. Douglasas, p.78






ing will epoil the best dgger in the world . . . if you teach him hov
to read, be'll vant to know bow to write, and this accampliched
he'll be rupning svay with himself." Eugh Auld's words made an in-
delitla impression on Dougless' young mind; with the new avarensas
that "Knowledge unfite a child to ba & slave,“T Froderick persis-
tently sooght mesns 1o educate bimself. By the age of ne#tnteen,

he bad taught himself to read snd writs, while the city apd its
sbipyards offsred him posdible routes to freedom.

But whea Ceaptairn Anthony, his firat mapter, died, Douglese un-
expectedly was tranaferred beck to the farm of Lucretls snd Thomas
Auld for three years. The new surroundings were both foreign and
hoatila to Douglase alfter hie seven years in Baltlmore. When
Auld failed to subdus Douglass to his satisfaction by beating him,
be sent him to Edward Covey, "the Negro breaker,” Hard field lsbor
and weakly whippings broke Douglass "in body, scoul abnd spirit;”
be felt tranaformed by “"the dark night of slavery" from man to
hru.'t.e.IB But fn ithe midat of one flogging Douglass fooght Dack and

overvhelmed Covey. Eis decision to resiet wee a critical cne in

Te Ihid- F- .m.
8. Iovid. p. 96.






Douglass’ 1ife:

I wves na longer a servile cownrd ., . . I had reached the point
at whick I was not afraid tc die. This epirit made ze a
freeman in ¥act, though I WiIll remained a slave io form.”

His return soon after to the Hugh Aulds in Baltimore made Douglass’ last
three years in élsavery more bsarsble. Although be oo longer received

the socma considerntion as previcusly as previously from the Tamily, Douglasm
wag granied enough freedom of action to allow him significant contacts for
bie flight north. Tn a dlecussion group of free Negroes he met Anna Mur-
raar,la his bride-to-be, who hel:p;ed. carTy cut his escape. In addition,
Douglass was permitted to earn a sslary caulking in the shipyards s and

it was there he met 2 Negro aallor who leot him hie travel papers which

allowed [ouglase to escape to freedom on Geptember 3, 1838.

A Fiex'Lahn lltionist

His formative yeare in slavery profoundly sffected Douglass’
career 48 & free man. Within four monthe after he and hls nev bride,
Aona Murrey, settled in New Bedford, Connecticut, he beceme A gub-
scriber to the Liberator, edited by the renowned sboliticmist,

-1

William Lloyd Jarrieon. The paper became Lils zeat and his drink,

9. TIbid. p.1&3

1Q0. Aane Weaver Teabeau considers her grandmother, Anna Murray
Douglsed, ooe of the most positlive influsnces in Douglass' life,
Mre. Teabeau, personal interviev, Washington, D.C., Junwary 12, 1963,
vith asuthor.

1l. Very simply, the Jarrisonian schogl of eboliticnists ad-
vocated the gole wse of moral auasion to gverthrov slavery; poli-






Dougiase later explained. In the eumaer of 1841 Douglass spake &t
bis first apti-slavery convention where he unwittingly commenced

his career as ac abolitionist. Boon sfter, bhe joined the anti-
slavery movenent and began & long series of aix-momth tours through=-
out the Noril, preaching Garrisonlan ideas and describing his own
Years in boodage. Douglase' effective use of wit and pession in his
recollections and depunciations of slavery brought fame vhareyer he lec-
tured. In fact, sc eloguent wes he &P an orator that Pecple began to
gueatlion whether he had aver really been a alave, and eome scoused
bim of being an imposter. Douglase hesltated to expose his ecmplete
identity a5 a fugitive lest he be apprehended under the Fugltlve Slave
law. PBut ic 1845 be decided to rlsk hig freedam and anever the &c-

cusatiops in his book, The Narretive of the Life of Frederick Douglaea.

The Narrstive spread Douglass' faume throughout the Union, but since

it =slso jeopardized his 1ife apnd libterty, he decided to seek refuge In
England. There he gained widespresd recognition and support from
hia oumerous lectures, 60 much o that a group of Britons raised

$710.96 to buy Dougless his freedom,

tlcel meens were not to be consldered., See Benjamin Quaries,
Frederick Douglsss, {Washiogton, 1948), p.16.

12. The KBarmative, (Boston, 1B45), was an immediate beat sel-
ler: by Jenuwary, 1045, 11,000 coples bad been published 1n this
country, while nine editicna had been sold out in England, It wes
elao trenalated into French and derman.







In 1847 he returned apd settled with his family in Rochester,
Bew York, whers he davoied ever-increaping time snd energy to the
anti-plavery canse. Withip ten years Douglsss wes a prominent lec-
furer, the supervisor for the Underground Railroed in Rochester,
editor and publishar of his own weekly newspaper, and cne of the
forempst exponents of "militant sbolitionism.” Furthermore, he
practiced and preached both physical and mental resistance to pre-
jodice. EBe refused to accept the ssgregated school system 1n
Rochester and he promulzated hies increewing militancy io his weesk-

ly papar, The North Star, which he began in 1847 and vhich lasted

salxteen years, & conBiderable time span for aboliticnist jourmalilsm.
The flery editcriala bitterly criticized Negroes who did pot feel
race pride and who instead accepted discrimination and a senee of
inferiority. Douglass even staged a modern "eit-in" on one lecture
tour when he refused to leave a traih car reserved for white men;
80 strong wvaa hils grip--on hig seat a8 well ae oo his cogvletiome--
that vhen the conductors bodily removed him from the train they
bad to take the seat with him.

In the 1850's Douglass' groving urgency was reflected 1n his
ahift from the Garrisonisn echool to the politically-active Liberty

Farty, and 1o his friendship with the militant abelitionist,

John Brown. When politice]l channels did not fulfill bis expectations,

Douglass adcpted the concept that the beat hopa for the Abolitionist

mryement was ¢clvil war,






By the time the Civil War did erupt in 1861 Douglass' leectures

and The North Star had eamed him conalderable influsnce in the

Union vhiech he used 1o exeri pressure cn Freaident Linceln to free
the slaves. Douglase’ inspiring call, "Men of Color, To Arms,” in
1863 launched his succemsful efforis to organize the first colored
trocps in the Union--the Fifty-fourth and Fify-rfifth Regiments--
and to recruit Negru scldiers throughout the rest of the wwr, In
addltion, Douglags Joired with cthers to Insist that Negros recelye
equal bepefits with white soldiers end thet they be eligible for

comnigaions.

Poat. Civii War: Huccess end Frominence in the Natlon's Capital

The Civil War not only sew the fruition of Douglass' agitation
for the emancipaticn of the slave, bat It alsc immensely enhubced
hie prestige. His success, bhowever, did oot alter bols lntentions
and aspiraticns to be “en unflinching, ugglagging and uncampromising

sdvocate and defepdar of the cppressed.”

13. Pailip Poner, Frederick Douglass (Rew York, 1964}, p. 335;
guoted from Douglass' address made on hies Tlet birthday. Douglacs
414 rot restrict his struggle to Negro eclvil rights; rather, he had
wide ipteresis io reform and he always advocated Justice end egual
rights for all men regardiess of race, cresd or cclor. He support-
ed moversnts to abolish capital punishmant, flogging in the Havy,
and serfdom in Ruwssia, while he supported the Chartist Movement in
England. In additicn, hie interest expanded tc the Peace and Tem-
perence movensnts. But clcgest to ble heart after Negro Rights was
the Wanen's Righta movement 1o vhich he participated %o the day he
died. See Dr. Alalh Locke, Toreword of Life and Times of Frederick
Douglass (New York, 194l), xviii.







Thne post-Civil War yesrs were both revarding and frustrating
for Douglass. When his Hochester home burned down in 1872, Douglues
moved his family to Washiogton where he was wble to afford a com-
fortable house on A Street,N.W. His greatept rewuird for his financial
aeulty, however, was Cedur Hill, & 9 l/h-acre eatate in Anacostia
which he purchaasd for $£,700 in 1877, ond where he spent his last
seventeen years of life.

Douglese' actlve support of the Republicuan Party following the
war earned bim & serles of prominent politlcal positioms that helped
to make him a more influential figure in the Natlon's Capitol. In
187%, President Grant appointed bin Commissjoner of the Freedmen's
Buresu; in 1882, President Garfield made him Recorder of Desds for
the Diatrict of Columbis, and in 18689 President Harrison sppointed
him U.5. Minister io Haiti-lJ+

Dougluss concentrated his post-Civil War influence on lmprov-
ing the conditicns of the freedmen. Without land, citlzenehip, the
vote, or civil rights, the majority of Negroes were still oppressed

in their surrcundings. In 1865 Dougluass declared that "slavery is

1%. Some eritics cluimed Douglass betrayed his people when he
assumed his prestigilous positions. After he ucrcepted the office
of U.5. Marshul in 1887, critice charged "The fut oflice gagged
him." Foner, p.323. 4and in 188C, a letter to the Advocate de-
claured that bhe and others to whom the cogmunity hed once locked for
lesdership "have shown conclusively how little they care whether
other colored men sink, =8 long &5 they swim." Constance M. Green,
The Secret City, (Princeton, 1967}, p.139.
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not aboliahed until the black man kas the ballot." Though he

lectured across the North and Weat and wrote prolifically to wern,
lpgtruct, and inepire the public on this is8ue, his efforts were
not, revarded until March 1870, whan the Mfteenth Amendment was
declared ratified by the Congreas.

But conditions woresned in the South; the Kegroes were increas-
ingly confronted with ach law, murder and lynchings. Douglass fear-
ed that "unfriendly legislation" in the South could make liberty
for the freedmen "a delusion, & mockery ant a anare.“lﬁ To fight
this poesibility, Douglasa tried to promote protective legislaticn
and to epply the safeguarda of the Constitution. He was disap-
pointed, however, by the 1883 Supreme Court decision declaring the
1875 Civil Righte Act unconstitutional, and after he had visited
the Bouth in 1588 he earnestly sddressed the nation: "I here and
now denounce his [the Negro's] sc-called emancipation as & stupen~
doue freud--a fraud upom bim, & fraud upon the warld."l?r For the
most part, Douglass malntained hope for a future rm=cial haroony

in America. It was hia sincere contention that race pride and race

15. TFoper, p. 2368.
16, Ibid., p. 237.

1T. Ibid., p. 331. Address by Douglass on the twenty-sixth
amniversary of emancipation in the District of Columbia.
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solidarity were fallacies and that "& nation within a nation is an
ancmaly. There ¢ao be but one nation - . - und we are Amaricsns.”

Hovwever, Douglass' views on lntegratlion were redical in & time
of increasing raclal tensiona. Thus vhen he married Helen Pitte,

a white woman, in 188k, a storm broke around them. White and black
alike condemnad the marriage and louglasd defendad his setion not
without some bitterness and dissppointment in tha reaction from
both rmaces.

However, many pecples never faltered in thelr love and reapect
for Douglass and meny found thelr way to Cedar Hill to vialt the
aging petriach in his laat years. In 1394, The Freemsn, an Indiana-
polis Negrc newspaper, proclaimed Douglass "The World's Most Hoted
Living Man; an Uncrowned King," and "The (me Great Hugru_”lg Ehort-
ly befors Douglase died af & stroke on February 20, 1895, a Howard
Tolversity ptudent visited him and agked how he should make his way
in an nge of prejudice. Douglass' answver suggests why he ip often

referred to todey ag "The Father of the Civil Rights Hovemsnte,"

for he told the young man, "Agitate! Agltate! Agltatel”

18. Qreen, p. 124,

1$. Freeman, August 24, 1894, p. 5,; and Fovember 17, 1994, p.1

11







CHAPTER II

TEE MAN ABD RIS AOME

On September 1, 1377, Frederick Douglasa paid $6,700 to Freed-
men's Saving Company for Cedar Bill, a 9 1/k-acre estate in Anacce-
tis which bad originally helnngéd to John W. ¥an Hook, s Weshing-
ton real estate broker. After Douglasgs settled in Waahington he
bhad tkhe opportunity, for the first time since he bagan his lengthy
lecture tours for the abolitionist movement, to enjoy hie family
and home at his leipure. The ipprovements and changes made oo the
grounds of Cedar Hill betwsen 1879 and 1895 tell much sbout the daily

hahits ap! parscnality of Douglesa 1n his later life.

Floancial Security

Bealdes Donor and power, Douglass had mleo accumalated a sub-
stantial fortune by thse time of his death in 1895, which was evi-
dent from the chaenges in Cedar Hill and the inventory drawn up by

1
his vife and hie oldast aom, Lewia. Although he could not compets

1. The testimony of Charlas F. Aked, however, is resssuring:
“Riches, homor and power failed to apoil him; big and brave and tender-
hearted, later life wee as beantiful in Iite modeaty and quiet
gtrangth, as thoee early yeara ¢f atorm and stress and paasion
vere splendid with battls and victory." Aked, Christian World
{London )}, February 28, 1895, in Meworiam, p. 312,







with the vaest wealth of such contexporaries as Vanderbilt, Rock-
efellar and Gould, "by Negro stsndards he wis & wealthy man. During
the last fifteen years of his life, his total resources probtadly
anounted to $lﬂﬂ,000."2 The will Douglees drew up in 1886 showed
aasets of $85,000 other than Cedar 111.1:1..3 To an axtent, this ac-
cunuletico resulted from a careful budgeting--he Eapt ecrupulous ag-
¢ountnh--nnd Eesides Deing 8 successlul lecturer, he was also knowm
to be & good trader in city property in Waskington, and “turmed =
good many peanies by fortunate iovestments."

"Gath," a celebrated reporter for the Cincinoatl Boguirer,

vigited Cedar Hill in 1886 apd hie impressione reflect the rela-
tive weslth of Douglass' estate:

Bafore you 18 a moderate-sized mension oh an elevstiom,
surrvundsd by full-grown trees, cedars and firs and forest
treesa. Thise glves delightful shade apd protection from

the winds. The house in ebout fiftiy to eeventy feet above
the road, and high flights of Etepd lead up to it. 4
carriage drive goes arcund oo the left and ascends the hill,
apd is tralled sround the houwse after the feshion of the
more alaborate residenceg of white men. In the rear of the
house 16 a good large asteble, spd the cutbulldings show at-

2. Quarles, p. 339
1. TIbiad.
k. Ibid.

5. "Heminiscencez of George W. Julian--a Noted Abolitiomiet,”
Freawnan, Mareh 2,2895, p. 3.

13






tsation to comfort apd aven luxury. I might suppose that

this property, a& it stands in oo particularly ut;rlishspﬂr-

tion of Weshington City, was worth $12,00C0 to $15,000.

Tha carriage houme apd outbulldings described by dath were

provebly bullt by Dougleass, beceuss B gurvey of Weablingtom, D.C.
in 1877 shows only a rectangular brick buéldina on the pmpany.T
By 1892, tha ontbulldings numbered seven. Beaides {nvesting
money in construction, Douglass alao purchased 5.23-acres oore
land from Ella E. Talburtt ope year after ne bought Ceder Hill
proper. Buch extenaive bullding apd sxpanding during his reai-
depce raflects Douglass' proaperity se well as his growing at-
tachzant to Cedar Hill. During his last yesars Douglasé spent more
apd more time af home, yet remaioed sver aware and ipvelved in the

controversial problems of hie dmy.

A Romantic Love of Nature

Douglass' wealth emabled him to ipduige his love of paturs

at Cedar Hill, which offerad the luxury of & magnificent view of

6. "Gath", Cineimnnsti Enquirer, April 26, 1886, p. 1. The
gub-headings to this article igcluded "Not & Mere House, but & Res-
pectables Manaion” apnd "Approeched by Picturesquely Winding Drives.™

T. G.M. Hopkine, Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Wsahlkgton In-
eluding the County of Frince Georges, Maryland [Ehiladelﬁ?g , 14781,

p. 81.

8. Map of Washingtom, D.C., No. 3145, U.5. Coast and Geodetic
Survey, 1894, National Archives, Washington, D.C. The purvey vas
made {n 1592 and the map will herein be clted with that year.
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Washington and an estate flooded with pature's riches. In Boaker T.

Washington' 8 biography on Dougless » it ¥hA notmd thst "the broad
grounds, sheded with trees, the well-cultivated gerdan, &ll tgld
of his love of nature.” The reminiscences of the Reverend .
Francis J. Grimke, stemuing from & long parecnal friendehip with
Douglags, described "how he loved all nature, the flowers, and the
grass, ond the trees, and the dirds, and the drifting elouds, apd
the blue sky, and the stars. He had the poetis love of n&tu.re-"m
Grimke's wife, Charlotte F, Orimke, =180 wrote a tribute tq Douglass

vhich leaves &n ilmpression of whst inspired his sensitivity to nature:

When I visited his home after he was gone . . , o gazed
upon the beautiful view without, im woich he took so0

much pleasure; the fins old tress » Which he loved like
friends, the river, and the hills, and the city, all
bathed in a flocd of golden gunlight...an orervhelming
senge of iges took posssssion of me.

In nature Douglass found epirituel and poysical fulfillxent,
Catherine Impey described an afternoan etroll with Frederick Douglaes

on his estn® in Eeptember 1892: " , , . we wendered down by a freah

Peth through the wpods, resiing ewhile cn a fallen tree. 'Lat us

9. Bocker T. Washington, Frederich Douglass {Philadelphia and
london, 1906}, p. 305.

1G. "Sermon by the Reverand Prancis J. Grimke, of the Fifte-
enth Presbyterian Church, Washington, March 10, 1895," In Memoriam,

Yredsrick Douglass {Philadelphia, 1857), p. 192.
11. Ibidn, P 221,
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iz
be silent avhile and listen to cature,' he said." However, on

the veranda, "where hempocks and rockers and garden aeats temptled ]
one to r!n,“lj or under the trees an the hillside, wvith the rag-
nificent landacape stretehing out oo ell aides, was where Douglame
more often rested, and vhere bRe told Francis Grimkh "of the plea=
sure which it geve E:I.m, the satisfacticn--how it rested bim to com-
mune with n-atur!."l

Whila Cedar Aill provided for Douglass & relief and escape from
everylay pressures through a return to nature, it also kept him in
gocd bhealth, for he took advantage of the spacious grounde to take
valks, play croquet--a favoriie game &% vhich he was very skillful
=-and romp with ble onrzercus grandehildren. One granddaughter,
Frederice Douglass Spregue Perry, wrote of her gracdfather that he
‘adnired heaithy, robust children, full of life, and it vas part

15
of nis progrem with us to engineer muscle producing games."

12. Catherins Impey, "Extracta from the Editor's Dlary of a
Yiait to Cedar Hi1l," Anti-Caste, 7 {Somersetehire, Englsnd, 1895),
15'! )

13. TIbid., p. 4.
1k, Gr:l.mké sermcn, In Memoriam, p. 192.

15. Frederica Dougless Sprague Perry, "Recollections of her
Grapdfathar," Box 1, Frederick Douglass Mes D74, Howard Univeraity
[ibmary, Waehington, D.C. Iouglass' health benefited not cnly Trom
exerclge and fresh air, hut alsc froo never chewing, amoking, drink-
ing vhlaky, or teking spuff. [eiter i¢c A. Caleirom from Douglass,
Fehruary, 1886, Frederick Douglass Papers, NCH.
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Thus, Douglase kept in axcellent condition throughout his
sighty-seven years. At thirty-seven he wis described 2s "nesrly

16
six fest tall and vell proporticned”. ip 15892 he bad a "splendid

Thysigue, tall and powerfully huilt?::r and, in 1805, his vas &
"tall apd meply form of singular grece and vitality; the erect
garriages that bad something majesilc about :I.t..“LB And, even on

the day he dled of & heart attack, February 20, 1895, Mre. Douglass
éald that har husbtand had apparently been in the best of health and

19
had sbowvn unwdual vigor for a man of hia yesrs.

The Patrierch and Host

On account of his maghanimity and porweverance in tha struggle
for civil rights, Douglans becams patriarch not only to his ¢own
large femily but alsc to a large percentage of his Tellow Negrows,

20
many of whom came to Cedar Hill seeking advice and mid. Douglass’

16. Froz the "New Englander," In Memoriam, p. 333.

17. "Interview with Frederick Douglsss by Deily Rews, Lopdon,
lm" Mti-c&ﬂtﬂ’ P! 12!

18. "Address of Honorsble R.D. Basseti, Ex~-Minister to Haiti,"

In Mamoriam, p. 250.

19. Colorsd Amerirs, 2, (1895).

20. Quarles' biography of Douglossa describes him a8 the chiel
spokeamap of the Negro people until hly dsath. GQuarles, p. viil.
An 1880 biogrephical sketch dascribed him: “full of honors and
years be stands confessedly ap the firvt map of bhie race in North
America.” Qeorge W, Williams, Hiatory of the Megro Race in Azer-
ica from 1619 to 1880, L438. ic 5, 'He was to the AfTo~

Amerisan whet Washington and Lincoln wers to the Anglo-jmerican.”
Anmoyacus, In Memoriam, p. 335.
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excellent health an woll as tha apacipusneas of Cedar Hill allowsd
bim to Be & gererous host to the many relatives, friepds and sdmir.
ers who flocked 1o som him all yesr around. On one Sundhy after-
noon 1o 1892, Catherine Impey countsd forty-five visitors, "sll
culomd.gl Douglase' children knev thay nseded no invitation and
that thay could atay as long as they chomse, snd often they, as well
as friends, remaired at Cedar Hill for several weekn.ﬂ

Such a constant wiream of Sussts should bhave axhausted Douglass
but, on the contrary, he seemed to thrive when surrounded by thcae
wvho loved and reapected him., Mrs. Fennle Douglans, vife of Douglass'
favorite grandson, Joseph, remsmbers her huwhband's enthusisstic
atories of the famlly pionice sach Fourth of July at Cedar Hill,
where the view of tha annual fireworks across the Anaccostle must
have bhesn a_*.;.nm:te».r.-u.l..m.z-.:l::3r And anotber grandson, Haley Douglass, ussd
t0 tell Mra. Parham {[present caretaker at the homa ), how he, as a
boy, had often stopped by his grapAfsther's to gather nuts from the

many chestnut, bleck walnut and hickory trees, and roast the nuta

2l., Topey, p. 16.
22. Quarles, pp. 280-201.

£3. Mrn. Douglass, perscnal loterview, Wasbingtan, T.C.,
January 30, 1968, with autbor.






2k
over u fire, And distinguisbed visiltors, as well ad numercus

Howard Univeraity students, vere itrestad to Sunday tes, a gama of
sroquat, or tc ons of Douglass' frequant violip performances.

In addition, & perpetual influx of unfemilisr sdmirers gave
Douglass the opportunity to show off his gardens, ip which he took
great pride. Josephine Turpin Weshington, a long-time favorite snd
sdnirer of Douglass, wrote about her early memories ¢f Douglass
wheon she had worshipped hiim &t a distancs and had written an arti-
cle oo him:

Douglase wvap moTe pleaped with what I had esaid of him than
noat sketchas of the klpd. Naturally, I vas gratified; how
much more proud and pleased I was wvhen, attendlog a maei-
ing of the Monday Night Literary Club at his heme . 1 we

singled cut by the distinguished bost apd taken t0 logk at
his stravberry bed and his flowers. £

Likewviae, Douglaas eacorted Miss Iompey to the gardens, &5 she Te-

corded in Der diary:

There 18 & glen or valley on each aide of the house,
dovn the sidea of whbich 2lope the vegstable gandsns,

where later on Frederick Douglass took me to aee the

24, Mre. Oladys Perham, pereschel interview, Anacostia, Wash-
ington, D.C., December, 18, 19567, with author. Mre. Parham has
lived at the Frederick Douglass Home since 1949. Haley Douglass,
until his death somes seven year»® ago, visited Cedar Fill often and
reminisced with Mrs. Parham.

25. Washingtom, "A Gifted Wamen's Tribute t0 Mr, Douglass,
the Man and Friend," New York Age, March 14, 1895, Newspaper
clipping, Box 3, Follo 1T, Frederiek Douglass Fapars, NCE.
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sweet potato plants growing like cucumbher vices in a tangle
over the ground, among ao orchard of young pear trees, etc. 26

Dougless also planted an orchard behind the house with peach, apple,
Ppear, perdimpon aod cherry trees which be likely admired and dis-

<7
Fiayed as he did the gardens on either eide of the bhiil,

A Time snd Flace for Solitwle

Although Dougless was B devoied father and host at Cedar Hill,
ba alvays made cartain thet he bad the time acd plece to be alooe in
order to think spd work io peace. Bis greapddaughter, Frederica
Perry, remembered that "he had two distinct periode thet were daily
cbserved by hin--hies wvorking time end his play time--sod he wves
visibly anhoyed over any infringspent upon e:l.t.har.“za

There cen he no question that Douglass spent a good dsal of
time at bis desk, judging from ihe voluminous correspondencs, ape-
eches, apd articles he wrote while living st Cedar Eill., But whare
be did the bulk of his work remains a epeculative iladue, for Douglass

kept two desks for wrlting, ome in the library of the main house eod

26. Impey, p. 15.

27, Receipts verify only one purchese of peach trees in 15893,
Box 41, Building, Repeir, Accounts, etc, 1876-18%94, Frederick Doug-
laps Papers, BHCR. Mr. Flerre Taylor, who moved to Cedar Hill in
1908, testified to the other varieties of trees.

20. PFerry, "Recollections,” Bax 1, Frederick Douglass Mss,
Hovard University Library, Washington, D.C.
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ooa in & small, one-room structure, the "growlery," vhich atocd a-
bout 150 feet behind the house. Historian Quarles wrote that "the
puttern of his days ot Cedar Hill varled little., After breakfast
and walking, he went to his librery vhare he speot scae flve bours
«1.--1.:I.;|r.“2gI Apd Miss Impey described the growlery: "He abowed me his
little den, 0o, 6 small brick room cut in the Dot sunshine, vherw
he wometimes hides to be guist and ‘Ifrite."m

The growlary obviously vas & épecial and very privete place
for Douglu@a. Mre. Pierre Taylor, who lived ap caretaker at Cedar
Hill frum 1§19 to about 1§35, recalls a story told to her by one of
ouglass’ old friends thet vhenever sny lady wished to see inside
the growlery, Douglass insisted oo recelving a kiss from her first as
& humorous token-payment for an intrusion on his privete dmj.n.al

Tha interior of tha grovlery certalnly seems tD have been con-
ducive to work snd meditation. According to an article ir the Wash-

ipgton Bvening Star, "the furniture of thia peculisr little Douse

i & large fire place, io which {wo oak trees are genarally amok-
3=
ing, and a8 desk literslly filled with books and papars.” Ap-

29, Quarlea, p. 339,
30, Impey, p. 15.

31. Mr. and Mrs. Flerre M. Taylor, personal Interview, New
York City, New York, January 3, 1968, with author,

32, Was on Even Swar, (1, 189%5), Newclip 2, Polio 18,
Frederick ms Papera, NCE.
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parently the only otber furniture besides the desk was & leather
couch vhere Douglaws could lie down to ponder or rﬂt.a3

The sinple and basic design for the interior of the growlery,
as well as its exterior, suggests that Douglass sought to work in
as patural a sotting er poseible--a reminder thet he found & renswe
ol of snergy and strength in Fature. The floor was probably of
dirt, and the structurs itself must heve blended right intc the
scwnary, as it was covered vith vines end surrounded by fragrant
bushes.

Whether in the growlery or on a solitary welk before break-
fost, Douglass chertshed his gquiet moments alone, snd this trait
dsepens the portruit of a pan who bhad & upnlgus combinaticos of smn-

bition, sensitivity, viwelity, wit, and compassion in his private
and public liife.

33. From interview with the Taylors and Mrw Parhas.
_%'! ‘rhid.

35. Impey, p. 15.







CEAPTER 1II
FHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF CEDAR HILL IN 1895

Although the Damss Of the #treeis viich bordsr the Frederick
Douglase Home have changed sioce Douglass' lifetime from JeffTerscm
apd Plerce o W apd 1lhth Streets, 5.E., the boundariss of the es-
tate have remuined, for the most part, the sams. When Douglass
died in 1895, be left appraximately fourteen acres of land with
gardens, orchards, apd outbulldings %0 his vifa. Today, however,
the Fationa) Park Service owms only 8.07 agres of the origiosl
property (apartment bulldings stand co the remaining six unljl
apd there are fev reminders of the luxuriss which Douglass' es-
tate ooce afTorded him.

Momover, there ia ecent writtien matardal to offer eaxact io-
formation on the physical leyout of Cedar Hill as it wves the year
Douglass dled. Beverasl contemporary photographs and mapa, however,
belp considarably Io locating and 1dentifying trees, buildings,
end lavn furniture, a5 wvell 8¢ 1o tracing the driveway toc the house.

Alap, a taped interview with Mr. Plerre McKinlay Taylor, who moved

l. The Frederick Douglsss Memorlal apd Historical Society
lesged to the Glen Gsrden bousing develomssnt sixz ecres oo the
southvest end of the origimal 9 1/4 acres to bulld r.he apartments
which stapd thers today.
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tc Cedar Hill af{ the age ol seven 10 live with the MeKinlay fanily
(trustees of the Frederick Douglaws Memorial and Eistorical Assocla-
tion), proves helpful. Although Mr. Teylor's first memories of the
house only date back to 1908, thirteen years after Douglass died
and five yeare after his wife dled, they ccotribute to the mpecific
information gathered for thls report, especially concerning trees
and outbulldings, which likely did not change much in the interin.

FPerhaps the moat cbvious and verifisble rharecteristics of
Douglass' estaie, 6 ite pame suggests, vere the cedar trees and
the hill on which the house stood. "The howse [which faced north
tovards Jeffarson Etrn_&et] . + + perhaps fifty to peventy feet above
the road," Gath reported in 1886, apa “nu.;mund.ed by full grown

irees, cedare and fire and forest trees.” A reporter for the

Washington Evening Bitar likewise recorded that “the house is situ-

ated ypon a bill about fifty feet above the streeti level,” and sur-

3
rounded by "oassive cedar trees." Early photographs confirm that

at least a dozen cedars atood arcund the heuss. Although the cedars
vere the zoat frequently mentloosd trees, soms reports apecified

4
thet cak, chestout, and hickory trees also dotted the hillsids.

2. Geth, Cincinnati Eoguirer, April 26, 1886, p.1.

3. S8tar, {7, 1895}, Bax 3, Folio 17, Frederick Douglass Fapers
NCE.

h- QI.I.ﬂrlEB, P EBG, and Imr’ F- 1ks
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And for those seeking to reach "F. Douglass' beautifully-situated
5
bome on ite wooded kncll," there wers two stalrwvays and a carriasge

drive.

Btajrways, Welkways and Driveways
Although tw0 early photographs supply subatantial] information

cn the side steps, the front steps remsin a subject of speculation
es the documentation ie skimpy and no known family photographs of
the front approach bave bean preuserved, A comemorstive article

on Dogglase io the Washington Times on the day after nis death fur-

oishes ons polnt of reference for axamining the front steps 1o
1895: "The bill ie cone of the hignest points in Aneccstis, and the
house 18 reached by the gstreet by terraces and stone l‘l.‘-EI.--"E Miss
Inpay was scmewvhat more apecific: "You approach the oouse when walk-
log b¥ twvo sieep flights of steps, with a light hapdysl] under the
shade of tall tulip tmn."T The climb cp this ateep front atair-
wuy the day he diud.,arlr-. Dougless axpleined, seemed tOo have ax-
bausted her busband, apnd may even Lave triggered his fatal heart at-

tack. Apd no wooder, as thers wers probably three landinogs and

I‘FT, Pt 1h¢

*

. Tlows, Februsry 21, 1895, p.l1.

Ixpey, p.1b.

o =3 O

Tmes, February 21, 1895, p.l1.
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9
over 100 stepa to ¢limb to resch the house. Moreover, the 1522

propossl mads by the National Asdociation of Colored Women, [later
expandsd to Nutional Aswocismtion of Colored Womsn's Clubs, Ine.], to
make light changes in the contours of tha terrscas to allow "pev
steps of ensler nsvant’ L8 & rezinder of tha paysioal siruin {Rvol-
ved in olizbing the iuiwly.m

Although the Washington Times described Lhe froni steps as

stons, there is & posaibility they were of brick wnd cemant. In
August 1888 Dougluss twoeived s bill for $83.00 from Jamas ADAsr-
son "for mason work to furnishing brick cemeni sand snd building
stepa and paving to rpniring paving [ai] dwelling...known as ¥Yan
Hook Pl.l.r.'u."ll In 1894 Dougless again puid Andsrson for "brick vork
¢o the stapa of pramiss on Jafferson Bt., nnn.can.h."lz There is Do

apscification, however, in tha 1885 bi{ll whether poe or both flights

9. MWaghingiem Tribune, Beptember 8, 1945, [7]. Clip file om
Prederick Douglass Home, D.C. Fublic Libmary, agreed thare were
three flights, not two, as Mise Impsy described. It is likely thet
vhan the drivewny was completed across the front lawn in 189k--two
years after Miss Inpay's vielt--the break in the steps Daturully
fHrosd the third flight of stepa which remains today.

10. &ouvenir Program: Dedicalory Exercises of the Frederich
Douglans Memorial Home, Cedar HiL1, hmti&, B.C., August 1Z,
[9%, p.13.

11. Box 41, Building, Repairs, ete., 1879-1895, Prederick
Douglage Papers, KCR.

12. Ibid.
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of stepe received the paving, II both flighte wers paved then the
early photograph which showa the side stairvay ap vhite could sug-
gest that the ateps were cement-covered brick. Then again,

Mr. Teylor's recollection that the front ateps were of brick alooe,
combined with the omission of paviog for the second hlll, offers
ths poseibility that the frunt steps vere not paved over. AS

the gide stairwey not only led to the carriage turn-arcund but al-
80 to the garden and well in the valley below, 1t was probably

more functioopal than the front stalrway. Thus, Dougless may have
paved the silde steps with cemeat to keep them well-grocmed under

beavy usage, while he laft the froot steps more alagant and Ascor-
ative in brick.

Noreover, the tall tullp trees Mise Impey described certainly
vould have contributed to the elegance of the front ayproech. How-
ever the tulip trees are alao problematic, a8 no other known refar-
apce wad mads to them apd Mr. Taylor is convinced that no trees
stood near the front steps. Miss Inpey may have been describing the
slde ateps instead of the front, but the trees bordering the side

13
gteps in the photographa, do pot eppear to be tulip treee.

13. It is my guesa that tolip trees did sbade the front steps
and that they also probably died out sopehow--a8 have B0 many other
tress on the property--before Mr. Taylor ever arrived at Ceder Hill.
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With the essumption that Mise Impey wes describing the fromt
atepa, her account, combined with the photographe of the east gide
of the house, suggest that the fronmt and side steps vere gimilar in
their basic festursa: simpie wooden handrails  landinge Letwean
Tlights, end valkways tc and arcund the house. An 1895 fssue of
the Weehington Evening Star states that "a concrete walk runs from

1k
the top of each stailrway to the house," The walk on the east

side shows up in the photograph as white ; 1like the stairway, which
Buggests that the reaporter's account 18 vaelid. But if the sldevalis
were concrete in 1895, they had not alweyw been, for in 1881 Douglass
pald Williem Fletcher $138.00 to usphelt the sidewalk ground "the
dwelling in Llninntm.“15 In addition, Mr. Taylor felt certain
that the Ifront walkwey, like the front stairway, was of brick; ir
it was, than 1000 peving bricks pwutbased by Douglass from Richapd
Rothwell in lﬂﬁﬁlﬁ may heve been ordered {in this case) to peve
the frant waliovay.

Mr. Taylor also recalled another brick walkway lesnding fram
the back door of the main house through the grepe arbor and beck

lavn to the growlery. Mre. Fennie Douglaks likewige remenbered

1k, Washington Evening Stsr, (7, 1895), Fewsclip, Box 2,
Folio 18, Frederick Douglaes Papers, NCR.

15. Bullding Repairs, etc, 1879-1895, Box 1, Frederick
Douglags Papars, KCR.

16. Inid.






fuwch a walkvay but she thought 1t had run from Douglese' library
cn the east side of the house to the Brovlery. It seems logical
that Douglass would have bullt such & velkvay to avoid the wet
ground in bed weather when na wished to #acape to the peace and
quiet of his den. But since thare 1% no documentary or photograph-
ic evidence of thia welkway, it is pomsible that archeclogical
investigation might yverify or diaprove thess aocounts.

The route of the carriage driveway--which Douglasa changed
twice durlag his residence--was well docueentad in contemporary
letters, maps, and photographe. Douglaes in 1894 wrote an ANgry
lettsr to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia camplaining
that the repairs to Jeffersan Strest since 1889, causing the grade
of the road to he cut down nearly twenty feet, had daméged his prop-
erty and destruyed the "well mads gravelled roud entering his pre-
nises from the frontage on Jefferman St.“lT Thie drive began on
the eant glde of the frogt and gradually ascended along the mume
Bide of the hill to the top--about eixty yards bahind the bhousg--
vhare it mads o Tight-angle bend Just beyond the agrovliery, and
curved around to rum along the west slde of toe hilltop, paarly

to the front of the house, where it formed s clrele, supposedly a-

17. Douglass to the Commissioners of the District of Colum-
bigs, July 21, 1854, Box 25, Folio 91, Part ¥, Frederick Douglsas
Fapera, BCR. GSee Appandix for fall text.






18
round & red oak tres, A post~and-rmil fence rimmed tha outer

wige of the drivewsy esacending the Lill, ioterrupted midway at tha
carringe turp-around, and agein, ecrows from ithe gml-ry.m

Alter tha level of Jefferwon Strwet wes sc drestically altered,
Douglase felt compellsd "to construct & circuitous road st consid-
erable axpenss to u hack :tnat."m This drive Miss Impay refer-
rd to in 1892: "the drive has been cut in & spirel feshion around
tha kmll."zl Mra. Douglase 1o ber will alsc manotlooed s "clrcu-
lar roadvay scuth of the predent brick cerriuge houss and ltnbl!.“ﬂ
The 1892 Coast and (Jeodatic Survey also tracas the ropte of this
winding drive fram the sputhwest corner of Dougless' proparty to
the top of the hill, where ii met the maln drive In fromt of the
carriage houss and stable.

But when this back drive "proved to De wholly unsuitsd to tha
purpoae, and vas oecessarily abandoned," Dougluse, in 1094,"at the

aipsnsa of Iive hundred dollarw, constructed anciher roed oo his

18. Iotarview with Mr. Taylor, Jeouary 3, 1968.

1. Pootogrephs only expOse a stretch ¢of fence running par-
ullel to the house and back yard; it is noi certain the fence con-
tinued to either end of tha driveway.

20. TIbiq.

21, Impey, p-1h.






23
property on the line of Jefferson St. up to the front of his bpuse,"

Tais last drivevay treced a path similar io the one appearing on
the 1892 Coasat and Qeodetic Survey and Hopkins Real Estate Mape ,Ek
exCept that it rem from the corner of Plerce and Jeffarsan Streets
(now 14th and W) acrose the front, and around to the original roed-
Wiy which led up the hill to the rear of the house. Bui no gurvey
maps note these post-1802 changes in the driveway until 1903 ip

25
the Baist Heal Estats Map, which explaine why the 1892 gurvey

meps, usually gnn.nid.erud historically uecurate for 1895, sre not walid
in this ca.u.e

Mr. Taylor &lso recalled s rosdway connecting Douglass' estate
with the Pltte’ bome Just east of Cadar Hi].'I..ET This road ves lip-
ed vith cedsars and came in at the growlery from “over the hill,"
Mr. Taylor explained. apparently, during hie firet yware at the

Douglase home {1.e., after 1908), the cedars died out and the drive

23. Douglass to Commissioners, July 109é.

24. Griffith M. Bopkins, Raal Eatete Flat Book of Wash n,
3, West Washington and the County (Pniladelpaia, 1056), piate %

25. Bolst Real Esteta Map, 3 {Philadelphia, 1903}, plate 33.

26. The Master Plan of the Frederick Douglass Home has ap-
proved the 1852 drive as the historic verslon and plans "to oh-
literate the non-himtoric part” psrallel to Jeffersmon Street (W St.},
which axisted in 1895.

27. Helen Pltte lived with her upele, E.F.P. Flits, as Douglans'
neighbor hefore she became his wife In 1884,







disappeared among pew-growo tress. Hovever, cmly a break lo the
drivewny's Tence across from the growlary in an undated contemporary
photograph lends support to Mr. Taylor's reccllection. Even though
voth Oath and Misa Izpey commented on meeting Helen Pitts Donglass'
relatives at Codar Hill, suggesting that they were freoquent vialtors
and that a Airect roadway between the Dougiass and Pitts estates
wvould have heen & loglcal coovenlsnce, it 1s improbable slnce Helen's
uncle, as well us her father, disapproved of her marriasge and relused
ever toc visit Cedar Eill.zﬂ Tt is thus unplikely that the uncle
would bave consented 10 & connecting Arivenay betwesn bis bose and

Douglass'.

Tha Outbuildings

wWheo Douglass purchased Cedar Hill in 1877 there wers no out~

29
bulldings. By 1892 seven sdditional structures were marked ob &
30
CODLEWPOTAry SUCVeY DAL, all of which stood on the original 9 1/%
il

aACTEN. Of these seven structures, only a few surfsce resains of

28. Quarles, p.301.

29. .M. Hopkine, Atlas of Fifteen Miles Arcund Was tan
IMIM the County of Prince Qeorges, Maryland (Philadel »
T i B

*

30. Map of Washington, D.C., Ho. 3149, U.5. Coast and Geo-
datic Survey, 1894, Hational Archives.

31. 'oe other 5.23 scres to the gouth bought by Douglose in
1879 were probably pasture land, as they shoved no structures.






three still stend on the property. Some documsntatiom and photo-
graphs from the 1890's and 1930's give {nformation on the carrlage
house and stsblea, the barn, the growlery, and a small building,
PTesummbly the privy. Buf concerning the fupction and geosrsl des-
cription of the three remeining buildings there is no avaeilable

evidance other thap the recollaction of Mr. Taylor.

Tha Carrisge House abd Stable

The most praminact outbullding was & lerge, two-siory brick
carriage bouse and stable. While oply causual reference was made
ta this siructure by Douglass' contemporaries, two early photographs
as well an a fow from the 1930's give specific details on the ex-
terior, while Nr. Tsylor's memory serves as The only source of in-
formation for the interior.

Douglase probably tullt the carriage house and ptable in 1881
vhen he purchesed "13,333 Hard Brick" from Martin and Bm.ﬁ Thae
bullding stood southwest of the house, Jjust o the edge of the pill.
The large dporvay of the carrisge house faced sast and was entered
by ope branch of the driveway, wihlle the other branch curved back

noerth to form B circle on the wvmst aide of the hoyse.

32. Buillding Repaire, etc., Accounts 1476-1895, Box ),
Frederick Douglass Fapers. 13,333 bricks at 2 1/4" x §" x 8"
wvill bulld 952 square feet of 8” thick wall with an assumed beight
of 10 feet, a bullding approximately 12' x O' or 15" x 32'.
Brown Morton, Historic Architect, Office of Archeclogy apd Nig-
tarie Preasrvation, NPS.
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A woodsn pertition dividad cthe iaterior into & carrlages bousw
&nd stebles. The front iwo ihirds bud spece esooygh for three car-
r:llgn,sa and the beck and ves bullt up on tha hilleida and hald
fivs stalla, three for bhorses, iwo for cows, The carriage ssatiom
bed & hrick floor apd & window on each sida fecing north and south.
Aboye rhe froot docrway and under the gabled rogf vas & good-sized
BQuare opening o the loft whers buy was stored for Che catils.
A ladder which ren up the wall insida tha carrisge bhouss alsec opesn-
ed intc the loft; thm cosachmen probably climbed it often to feted
toe haroasses hanglng in the lurt..au

An inside door guve passage Irob the cerrlage bhouse to the
steble and {wo doors on the porth amd south sides of the stables
pormittead the enimals to entar and leave. Four elits in the west
end of the building over the Tive stalls undoubtadly bhelped to ven i~
ilate and give light to the stables. Douglsas obiviousaly took great

Frides in and care of hls bhorses, for iha Weshington Evening Btar

mode a point to mention his "well-kept stebles in the resr,” and

33. The iloventory mede of Douglass' tossessions after his
degth iisted 1 family carriage, one phaston bogoy, and 2 wagoms.
Cbviouwly they 81l could not fit into the carriage house and some
ware probably Kept in the bamm.

3%. Dougless 1o 1892 had & "black negro driver®” pamed "York."
Impey, p.l6. It is not certaln tha bhearnesses vere hung 1o tha loft
in Douglass' day, as they vers vhed Mr. Taylor was at Cedar Hill,
but it does seem to be a logleal place for them.







that his "horses are exceptionally fine and are kept in the
KW

best mannsr."

The Corn Crib

Only Mr. Teylor's account specifies that the emall structure
appearing oo the 1892 Coasst and Geodetic Survey map just mouth of
the carrlage house was & corn ¢rib. His recollection that toe
corn crlb was 12' x 12" with wvooden plats to allow mir to penetrate
and circvulate apd with 2 glat door which faced the Adrivevay seema
logical and specific. The corn Douglees stored probably wvas the
"Indian corm" which Miss Impey meotioned grev at the bottom of tha
hill, elose o Plerce Stnet.ss
The Barn

The Coast and Geodetic Survey map of 1892 indicates thet a
frams structure standing on the edge of tha hill formed an ell with
the pnorth side of the carriege house. This bullding, Julging from
its pize apd location, must have been the harn. Migs Impey's diary
gives ithe only other contemporary information on the genernl vic-
inity of the barn: "Near iy [the cornfiecld] are carriage houre, sta-

37
bleg, apd 2 pmall baro.” A 1930'a photcgraph taken from the bot-

35. Washington Evening star, {?, 1895), Newaclip, Box 2, F lic
18, Frederick Doyglass Fapers, NCR.

36. Iopey, p.15.

37. I mpey, p.15.

3%






toam of the hilll shows the shell of a small brick bullding with two
vindows and A door vhich atood against the hil! next to the car-
riage house; Mr. Taylor clalme he saw this structure complete whnen
he lived at Cedar Hill. His testimony logicelly expleins vhy the
brick shell etood vhere a frame structure had been indicated in
1892: apparently, the small framswork bearn restsd oo a brick base
which served ag & chicken bouse. Whijle the chickan house faced west,
the frame barn stood level with the hilltop and futed eant across
the back yard. Ia fronot of the chickeno house wvas & vired-in chick-
en yurd enclosing about coe-hulf an sers. In froot of the barm,
across from the drivevay, was the lawn vhere Dougless often playwed
croguet.

While ac known Teferenca, other than Mr, Teylor's, bas been
made to the brick ehicken bouse on the lover level, Miss Impey man-
sged ic recreate & scene within the berm: "We rwated in this bamrm
==he in en old chair and I on o truwse of hey--and we talked vhile
a pleasapt negro [2ic] workman paseed about dolng eome rtpairl."ja
The workman pay beve been mending the wagona or rnﬁ wools kept in
the barmn, 1f vhat Mr. Teaylor remambered applies eleo to Douglasa’
dey. And since the drive stood just outaide the barn door there

WHA ¢A8Y access to the filelds or atores roundabout.

38, Ibid.
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The Privy

The outline of a small Btructure atanding cn the edge of the
ki1l Jjust to the rear of the bouse can Le detected in two early
photographs end 1e also marked on the 1892 Coast and Jeocdetie Survey
map. Mr. Teylor identified thie bullding as the privy. The privy
gtood on a8 line with the other outbuildings and reated, like the
barn, on & brick foundation bullt againet the hill. Mr. Taylor re-
membered the privy s8 anh impreasive locking small freme bullding
paioted grey--the same color as the hnuneg?with & Shingied rocof.
Ivside, & long board extended across the room with three holes, one
smaller one for the children. Mr. Taylor clalme that this privy

then stood opposite t0 & large asbh tree on the back lawn; today

the parlor of ithe caretaker's cottage stonds whers the ash tree wus.

An Unidentified Structure

Ooly coe small btullding, which eccordiang to. the 1092 Coast and
Geodetic Survey map stood oo & line with and beitween the barn and
the privy, remains itotally unidentified, even by Mr. Taylor. PFerhaps
archeolagical investigation could ascertain whether the survey map
added ops too many structures to the line of bulldings along thae

mill.

3%. Today the house is painted white.
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The Growlery

Much hwe already been sald ip Chupter ID sbout the growlery,
Douglueas' privaete den. Sluce Lhe growlery, like the carciage-houke
and stable, 41d not collapse untlil Hurrlcame Hazel io 1944, Lhere 1o
wore speclfic informution on lte locutlopn aud descrlpllon.

Tie date of ita constructicon, however, 18 unknuwn. It wee bulli
iy 1687, thown, for lo Veplember of that yesr Dougluss Comasnled
in & letter to Mr. uni Mrs. Francis J. Grimke Lhat "I am i1 Lhe BT -
lery writing ww you." ’ The growlery, 4 shown by CORLeMpUrary malw
and photographs, sLtood about sixty yurds Lo the rear of tpe house
on the emst side of the nilltiop, Juet Inside of the right-hend bend
in the driveway. Photographs from Doogluse' dey on up Lo 1950 re-
veal the growlery to have heen o smwnll, one-room structure of rough
pione masonry with o ¢rude wooden door facing the beck yurd bDebdnod
e house., There were no windows except a skylight in ‘he shingled
vpof above the doorway. The furnishings were simplie--u desk, a
eouch, and a lurge firepiuce. Today only the fireplace stands Lo
commencrate Lhis structure, which had sueh greut slgnificahce in

Douglisss® private 1ife at Cedar Hill.

Li, FPhilip 5, Foner, The Life and Writings of Frederick
Douglass, + (Hew York, 1950), p-44d
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The Servunta QuaTLErs

Ooly one of the cutbulldiogs wae oot conetructed on the top of
the bill. The 1892 mups indicate that a frame structure stoed at
the foot of the hill, almost directly scuth of the bouse. Thils
building has 1o documentation other than Mr. Taylor's recollection
that it was & four-room cottage which Dowglass originelly bullt for
his frequent family house guests, ¢nd which later came to be the
servants' quarters, probably after Dougless added a wing onto the
mein house., However, the lund on whleh thils ecottage opce stood is
purt of the six mcres of Cedar Hill lessed to the Glen Gardens apart-

ment development.

The Water Supply

The Cistern

The spot where Mr. Taylor clalmed & cistern 8to0d on the south
side of the carriange house and stable, near to& the corn ¢rib, does
not appear on the 1592 Couet and Gecdetle Survey map. The only evi-
dence ¢f the cistern other than Mr. Tuylor's memory is a recording
of cleaning the cistern in the 1908 minutes of tae Frederick Douglsass
Memorinl and Historical Assoclatlon; moreover, it seems loglical that
a4 cistern would have supplied water for Douglase' anlmals In the same
fushion a& it did when Mr. Taylor lived at Cedar Hill. According
4o Mr. Teylotr, rein water traveled down frum the gebled rocf of the

carriage house, through a pipe to the container below. A charcoal
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Fllter in the cistern purified the water for the cattle. The cis-
tern was of brick covered by cement and was round with & square
top. A pump served to draw the water io the trough--spproximately
1' x 8' x 5' in size--from which the snimale drunk. The pump was
mentioned 1o an 1895 edition of the Washington Bvenlng Star: "4

L7
pump in the Tear of the stable suppiiles the stock,”

The Well

A 125-foot deep well supplied "very fine water' for the resi-
dents of Cedar Hill, Mr. Taylor recalled. This wvell still exists,
slthough covered Cver, ut the bottam of the hill southesast of the
house. To reach the well from the Douke one hed to follow tne side
8teps down 1o the valley below the driveway. Mr. Tuylor wue cer-
tein that thers was no means to force the water up 1o the house; &
peracnt nad to pump the water from the well wod band-carry it all the
way up the hill.

The Washlogion Evening Star commented on possibly angther source

of water: "A large spring at the foot of the hill in the rear of the
L2

bouse, yields m plentiful supply of pure water.," Mr. Taylor re-

membered the stream buot there i1 no gther known written evideprcs

k1. Washington Evening Star, (?, 1895), Newsclip, Box 2, Folio
18, Frederick Dougluss Fapers, MCR.

bg. Ibid.







of it. The stream probably flowed across the land sold by the
National Associustion of Colored Women's Clubs 1o private interests

Jho built the aparument buildings now standing scuth of Cedar Hill.

The Naturel Surrcundings

Cedar Hill 1o 1895 was atriking in ité natursl surroundings:
both the besutifuily plunted grounds and the paporams from the front
terrace vere memorable sights. Gath in 1886 descrined his impres-
slog of the spectaculur scenary atretchiog north from Cedar P11}
It [Cedur Hiil] commznds & besutiful view of the city of
Washington, und of the broad rivers which fourm the bound-
aries of Washington. snd meet ut the Arsepal Foilnt. Under
his eye 1lies the whole clty, the monument, the dome of the
caplicl, the Navy Yard, near and tar hullﬁgngs, and the
rolling heights of Maryland and Yirginila.

Unfortunately, contemporury documentation on the groundes of Cedspr

Hill does oot provide such specific detuil ws Gath's mccount on Lhe

view, but combined with some excellent early Photcgraphs, a few of

ouglass’ bills, and Mr. Tuylor's memory, the scene carn be reason-

ahly recreated.

The Front
The front stretch of land running from Jeffersop Street up the
e

nill to the house was "nicely terrascad" in Douglaas' day. Theae
ug

%3. Gath, Cincinnatl Enquirer, April 26, 1886, p.l.

k. Weshington Evening Star, {7, 1895), Box 2, Folic 18,
Frederick Douglass Fapers, KCR.
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terruces Mr. Tuylor vividly and nostalgleually recalled were opee
besutlfuliy shaped--steeper wnd more shurply defiped toun they ure
today--and were planted with a variety of ahrubhery. Mr. Taylor
wdded that on the top terrace two large Norweglen spruce stood on
eltper side of the walkway which led from the edge of the hill to
the front porch. Mr. Teylor's memory is proven correct by two nine-
teenth century photographe which show thege four treea, and by a
bill puid to John Saul in April 1881 for slx Norweglun spruce at
F50,00 eacn.1+5 However, the border of peony hushes along the walk
frum the steps o the porch which Mr. Tuylor descrlhed do not wp-
pear in either photograph. This discrepancy might be due to the
yeare the pletures were tuken; one ls dated 1887 and the other is
undated, which allows the possipility that both pictures were taken
pefore Douglaas had the pecny bushes and 1i1lies pianted. In ad-
dition, neither pROLCEr.ph was taken 1n the spring, which would ex-
pluin the wbsence of lilies. There is no gquestion, however, that

Douglass set out rockers, gurden seats, und hammocks on the front

porch and lawn in the summer for his femliy and guests.

The West Side

Catherine Impey's diary of 18992 provides the best contemporary

desceription of the two sides of the house, especially the west s5lde

L5, Box 2, Folio 18, Frederick Dougluss Pupers, NUR.
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to which Douglass apecifically escorted Miss Impey:

There is m glen or valley on each slde of the house,

down the sides of which slope the vegeisnble gardens,

where later on F. Dougless took me to see the sweet

potato plants, growlng like cucumber wines 1o & tangle

over the ground, ampng an orchard of young pear trees,

&z, Risiog benind the garden to the west is & cornfield

--"Indian Com" as we call it in England--where the

huge sheaves stand 8 feet high baking in the sun. 46

Mr. Taylor's recollection of the west eilde was slellar to
Miss Impey's: he referred to vegetuble gardens, four large pesr
treez und the Indiun corn grown for the catitle, which extended from
the pear trees o Fourteenth Street, the western boundary of ihe
property. Insteud ol sweel potato plants "in a tungle over the
ground,” however, Mr. Tuylor reculled that honeysuckle grew all
over the hiliside down to the pesr trees io hold the banks to-
gether. It 1 1ikely that {he sweet potato plants and the atruw-
berry bed (which Miss Turpin Washington remembered from cer visit],
served the same purpose as the honeysuckle Ald--to prevent eroeion
of the banks., The west hillside needed this plunting the most, as
1t was the steepest.
Pesides the vegetable and fruit plants, Douglass also culti-

LT
vated flowers in the gardens on the hillsides. In additicn,

hi, Impey, p.15.

47. Washington, iew York Age, March 14, 1895, Box 2, Folic 18,
Frederick Douoglass Papers, NCE.
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Mr. Taylor reculled meny liluc und strawherry buehes which, when
in bloocm, must have been colorful wnd fragrant aitractione on the
hi].ls.i-:i&.ll.l-JEI

However, the gak, chestnut, and ¢edsr trees which covered the
weatern hillside ure the only vegelation mentioned by Mr. Tuylor
which are discernible in the photographs teken durdog Douglass'
lifetime. The cedar trees were tall and prominent, eapeciully when
the other trees field no leaves. A row of ¢edurs followed the line
of the uill from in front of the house to a4 short disteance behind it,
snd they dotted the hillside below. These lofiy cedars added an air
of majestie splendor 10 the estete; unfortunately, only = very few
remain today te remind the spectaior of the grounds aa they were In
Iougluss' day.

Mr. Tuylor, who, along witn kis wife, has aub ioterest im plant
life, ldentified by memory three varietlee of cak tree oo the west
hill: red, white and pin., As was mentioned earlier, he recalled
thit the driveway made 8 clrcle around & largs red cuk on the west
side of the hilltop. Fhotographs of the day do oot glve & clear idea
of how many chestnut or oak there were but it is evident that they

were scattered over the billslde.

L3. A struwberry hush doea pot produce frult; it has red
flpwers which probebly give the bush 1ts name. The lilac bush
usually has a luvender or purple Fflower. BHoth hushes bloom in
the spring, and are noted fr thelr fragrances.






The Eagt Side

Two early photographs taken from a hill that prohably merked
the border of the property give a fairly good idea of the appear-
ance of the east slde of Cedar Hill, The driveway formed s terrace
midvay down the hill and thuse aplit the hillside into two seperate
aectlons. Several large trees flourished on the section above
the driveway while on the hillalde helow, which dropped to the glen
or valley described by Miss Impey, 9ily a few smalier Lrees grewv.
The velley, Mr. Tayior regalled was a rich ares for vegetation.

dlthough it i3 pov discernidble through the other trees in the
early pootograph#, 8 magrolis tree etood, {and still estunds) be-
tween the plde wvalkway and the houee, and was noted by Mias Impey:
"I was . . ., showed . . ., iato the reception-room an the left of
the entrafce ., . . ¥ith two deep bay windows to the Bouth, shaded
by great magnelis and cther treea.”hg The towering cedar tree which
pbovs up Just left of the magnolis tree in the 1850 photographs was
probably coe of the "other trees” Mias Inpey mentioned. Alao on
the hilltop off the front of the house was & large oak tree.

The hillaide above the driveway frum the slde steps to the

Ifront of the house was garnlshed with at least ten trees, three of

4g. Impey p.lh.
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vhich were cedur. Mr. Taylor rectlled thut another Degholils
grew close Lo lhe stepa OOt far frum the drivewwy, but the photo-
graphs 4o pot appeur to aupport thlis recollection.

Prop the carriage turp-around o short, steep flight of wood-
ent steps led down to the vulley. The photographs do ROt focus
clearly encugh or inclulde sufficient aree 1o be very specific us to
tbhe yuriety of plunte In the glen. MNr. Tuylor, however, vividly
reculled that cherry, black walbut, und apple treea grew toere, cs
well w8 o perelmmon tree which Lydia Shackleton referred to in o
letter to Douglsss 1in leB?.ﬁO Cne large cherry tree, Mr, Tayior
speeifically noted, stood to the left of Lbhe well, The vegetable
garden probebly grew cnirg beapa, bomatoes, potatoes, and the stand-
o4rd wres crope, o6 the soll vas very fertile.

MNr. Tuyler described the boundary between Cedar Rlll apd ihe
Fltt'a estate t0 the eant of & line of tull cedars, very close To-
gether. Althcugh this i plcturesque und a possibility, consider-

iag all the cther cedars on the properiy, there is oo existinog ev-

ldence to prove Mr. Taylor's recocllection.

The Bask
Early photographs recreste most 