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Why Do We Do Interpretation?Why Do We Do Interpretation?

MissionMission

In the end, we conserve only what we love. In the end, we conserve only what we love. 
We will love only what we understand. We will We will love only what we understand. We will 
understand only what we are taught.understand only what we are taught.

Baba Baba DioumDioum, Senegalese poet, Senegalese poet
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Why Do We Do Interpretation?Why Do We Do Interpretation?

MissionMission

Interpretation aids organizations in Interpretation aids organizations in 
preserving resources by helping visitors preserving resources by helping visitors 
find meaning in the sites.find meaning in the sites.
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Why Do We Do Interpretation?Why Do We Do Interpretation?

SignificanceSignificance

Each resource, private or public, subtle or Each resource, private or public, subtle or 
obvious, has enough relevance (spoken obvious, has enough relevance (spoken 
powerfully to enough people or powerfully powerfully to enough people or powerfully 
enough to a few people) to have achieved enough to a few people) to have achieved 
protected status.protected status.

David Larsen, 2003David Larsen, 2003
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Why Do We Do Interpretation?Why Do We Do Interpretation?

SignificanceSignificance

Interpretation, as the voice for the site, can Interpretation, as the voice for the site, can 
be a critical tool in the preservation of the be a critical tool in the preservation of the 
resources at the site.resources at the site.

E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C AE X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A



Why Do We Do Interpretation?Why Do We Do Interpretation?

RelevanceRelevance

Man's search for meaning is the primary Man's search for meaning is the primary 
motivation in his life.motivation in his life.

Victor Victor FranklFrankl, 1959, 1959
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Why Do We Do Interpretation?Why Do We Do Interpretation?

RelevanceRelevance

Through interpretation, resources can Through interpretation, resources can 
change from being a pleasant background change from being a pleasant background 
to being something full of wonder.to being something full of wonder.
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Meaningful InterpretationMeaningful Interpretation

Tenet 1Tenet 1

Resources possess meanings and have Resources possess meanings and have 
relevancerelevance

Implications?Implications?
•• Each resource means different things to different peopleEach resource means different things to different people
•• Each resource has enough relevance (spoken powerfully to Each resource has enough relevance (spoken powerfully to 

enough people or powerfully enough to a few people) to have enough people or powerfully enough to a few people) to have 
achieved protected statusachieved protected status
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Meaningful InterpretationMeaningful Interpretation

Tenet 2Tenet 2

Audiences seek something of value for Audiences seek something of value for 
themselvesthemselves

Implications?Implications?
•• Motivations run the gamut, from fun to sublimeMotivations run the gamut, from fun to sublime
•• Audiences believe thereAudiences believe there’’s something special in the resources something special in the resource
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Meaningful InterpretationMeaningful Interpretation
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Tenet 3Tenet 3
Interpretation facilitates a connection Interpretation facilitates a connection 
between the meanings of the resource and between the meanings of the resource and 
the interests of the visitorthe interests of the visitor

Implications?Implications?
•• Meanings are more important than informationMeanings are more important than information
•• Interpreters must channel their own understandings, Interpreters must channel their own understandings, 

enthusiasm, passion, and love for the resource so their enthusiasm, passion, and love for the resource so their 
audiences can form their own understandings, enthusiasm, audiences can form their own understandings, enthusiasm, 
passion, and love for the resource passion, and love for the resource 



Meaningful InterpretationMeaningful Interpretation

OtherOther Implications?Implications?

•• The visitor is sovereignThe visitor is sovereign
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Meaningful InterpretationMeaningful Interpretation

VisitorsVisitors’’ Bill of RightsBill of Rights

•• To have their privacy and independence To have their privacy and independence 
respectedrespected

•• To retain and express their own valuesTo retain and express their own values
•• To be treated with courtesy and To be treated with courtesy and 

considerationconsideration
•• To receive accurate and balanced To receive accurate and balanced 

informationinformation
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Why Do We Do Interpretation?Why Do We Do Interpretation?

Writing AssignmentWriting Assignment

What tangible resources does the author want you What tangible resources does the author want you 
to care about? to care about? 

What tangible icon does the author use as a focus What tangible icon does the author use as a focus 
or vehicle to explore intangible meanings?or vehicle to explore intangible meanings?

What intangible meanings link to the tangible?What intangible meanings link to the tangible?
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Why Do We Do Interpretation?Why Do We Do Interpretation?
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