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The Counting House

Nerve Center of Company Operations

P?"Ofl‘t. Fort Vancouver existed to make a profit for its

British shareholders.

As headquarters for the Hudson's Bay Company's Columbia
Department, and with respol ty for more than one
thousand emplovees and two dozen forts, Company ¢

needed space to track operations. The office provided that
space; it served as the financial and adn VE NETVe center
of Company operations in the Columbia Department.

When the Hudson's Company constructed Fort
Vancouver, an office one of the first structures built.
Known also as a counting house, a term for buildings that
housed bookkeeping function tood several vards to the
southwest of this structure. By 1 ing’s deteriorating
condition prompted the
Company to construct a new

nber 1845, its cl.
interior and

reflected its vital role in
Company operations.
e gold dust andd other item

ot welght, dhated Chas,weas e - )
chacalogica di, Belng much havies The arrival of HMS Modeste, a

British warship, changed
Company plans for the
ctor John McLoughlin decided to house the
ptain, Thomas Baillie, in the building for hi
ckeeping assignment at Fort Vancouver,

American settlers.
records so great tha
rec un.is I'ruln the ::ﬂ!c: e

Wiy Der\We Do Interpretation?

“Lam suffering much fron s s brought on by working too
muaech in the office by candlelig

Thomas Lowe, Clerk
March, 1849
B45pm.
Through blurry eves, you check your pocket watch, briefly
glancing from your candle lit ledgers. Eleven hours of
copying inventory records today.

ast several wee u and two fellow clerks have
ng over books, dipping the pen,
copying fort inventory records by hand in triplicate, You have
d hundreds of pounds of sugar, coffee, nails, flour, and
owder, You have measured nearly 26 miles of fabric in
Counting all property at the fort -- including every
spoon, dish, tool, trade good, and piece of furniture --
its condition, and establishing its value proves to be
austing work, as attested by your aching neck, tired eyes
and sore hand.

Yet, despite the tedium, you are proud of your profession, and
proud to be a gentleman at Fort couver. You earn a
respectable salary, with yearly raises to be expected, With
diligent work, you may be given charge of a post in ten more
years. By summer, these long hours may lessen, ing Friday
and Saturday afternoons and Sundays your own, perhaps to
ride, hunt, sail, or picnic. Maybe someone will organize
another ball, like the ones Captain Baillie hosted in this very
room. You could certainly use the exercise.

After a brief respite, you return o your work. Onl
o su hlow out the candle and dn&,vuuraclf
helors Hall to sleept This stool will hardly be
when you return tomorrow at §:3u aum.
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