
Junior Trader
 

Fort Union Trading Post
 
National HistoriC! Site
 

Welcome to Fort Union Trading 
Post. From 1828 to 1867, many 
Indians came to this important fort on 
the Upper Missouri. They traded buf
falo robes, beaver pelts, and hides for 
knives, kettles, guns, cloth, and beads. 
Both the fur company and its Indian 
partners understood good business. 
They traded peacefully for 39 years. 

To become a Junior Trader, please 
visit our museum, tour the courtyard, 
and read the signs. Fill out the booklet 
and return it to the ranger in the 
Bourgeois House. The ranger will 
check it, sign it, and present you with 
your Junior Trader badge. 
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Bourgeois House/Museum. 
The bourgeois (say 'boor-zwah') managed the trading post. The 

engages (say 'on-gaw-zhays') were laborers. French words were com
monly used at Fort Union. The fort's business leaders in St. Louis were 
from powerful French-American fur trade families. Fort UThe fur company brought trade goods from all over the world and 

Tradint

shipped them upriver to Fort Union. Robes and furs were shipped 
downriver to markets in New York, England, France, Germany, Russia, 
and China. 

• Name or draw some trade items you see. 
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Trac 
• Name or draw some items similar to those used today. 
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for the Junior Tr 

• Furs and buffalo robes were the business of the American Fur 
Company. What was the one most traded here? _ 

Junior Trader 

Ranger 

• Which fur was principally used to make men's hats? _ 

• In the winter, engages cut ice from the river. It was stored under
ground in a special place called an house. 

Date 
• What was the Frontier Scout? ~ _ 

• What year was Fort Union sold to the U.S. Army? _ 

• What weapon replaced the bow and arrow among the Indians? 

• At first, Indian decorated clothing and other items with 
p__ c Quills. B__ d _ , brought by the
 
traders, were brighter and easier to use.
 

• Famous artists, mountain men, and scientists came to Fort Union. 
Name one of each. 

• Artist _ 
• Mountain Man _ 
• Scientist or naturalist _ 
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Indian Tribes 
Plains Indians traded buffalo robes, hides, and furs for trade 
goods at Fort Union. Indians usually traded at the post nearest to 
their territory. 

Using the m.ap 

• Circle the name of the Indian tribe that traded the most at Fort 
Union. 

• Find Fort Clark. Draw a square around the tribes that traded 
there. 

• Underline the trading post where you think the Crow traded. 

• Ifyou were a trader at Fort Benton, which tribe would you trade 
with the most? 

Courr 
As you look around outside, plea 

information on these signs will help 

• Rear courtyard behind the Bou 
ing of the bell in the tower ann 

• Store Range - What was proce 
ment to St. Louis? _ 

• Bourgeois House - True or Fah 
artist, sketched a view of the Be 
which helped guide the Natior. 
tion. 

•	 Southwest Bastion - The bastio 
defense. What else? _ 

• Dwelling Range - The original 
was destroyed by fire in 18__ 

• Flagpole, bastion weather vane~ 

Name two. 

Indian	 Trade Hou~ 
Every summer, park rangers dre 

what happened at Fort Union when 
what the trader or post clerk tells yo 
here in the summer, answer the sum: 

• (Summer) -	 List or draw three objE 
how they are used. 

• (Winter) - Describe or draw the II 
used for? 

T 



Courtyard 
As you look around outside, please read the interpretive signs. The 

information on these signs will help you answer these questions: 

• Rear courtyard behind the Bourgeois House - what did the ring
ing of the bell in the tower announce? _ 

• Store Range - What was processed and bundled here for ship
ment to St. Louis? _ 

• Bourgeois House - True or False (circle) Rudolf E Kurz, a Swiss 
artist, sketched a view of the Bourgeois House from here in 1851 
which helped guide the National Park Service in its reconstruc
tion. 

• Southwest Bastion - The bastions were used for observation and 
defense. What else? _ 

• Dwelling Range - The original employee housing located here 
was destroyed by fire in 18__. 

• Flagpole, bastion weather vanes - There are three animal figures. 
Name two. e 
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Indian Trade House/Clerk's Office 
Every summer, park rangers dress as traders and clerks and tell 

what happened at Fort Union when Indians came to trade. Listen to 
what the trader or post clerk tells you about the fur trade. If you visit 

t here in the summer, answer the summer question. 

• (Summer) - List or draw three objects the trader described and tell 
f how they are used. 

e 

• (Winter) - Describe or draw the Indian Trade House. What was it 
used for? 
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