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Join national parks and communities across the country 
in commemorating the 150th anniversary of Appomattox 
Court House. Bells will reverberate throughout the land as 
the country marks the symbolic end of the Civil War, and the 
pivotal beginning of freedom and civil rights.

April 9, 2015
3:15 pm EDT

Bells will ring first at Appomattox Court House National 
Historical Park at 3:00 pm on April 9, 2015, 150 years to 
the moment when Union General Ulysses S. Grant met 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee to set the terms of 
surrender of Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. While Lee’s 
surrender did not end the Civil War, the act is seen by most 
Americans as the symbolic end of four years of bloodshed.

Communities across the country are invited to ring bells precisely at 3:15 pm EDT for four 
minutes (each minute representing a year of war). National parks, town halls, churches, 
temples, schools, and historic sites are encouraged to join by ringing tower bells, hand bells, 
and even cellphone bells. 

#BellsAcrosstheLand2015 Questions? Carol_Shively@nps.gov
Education Materials: Amy_Bracewell@nps.gov

These reverberations will not only mark the end of the bloody conflict in 
which more than 750,000 Americans perished, but communities may ring 
their bells in celebration of freedom or a restored Union. Others may use 
the occasion as an expression of mourning and a moment of silence for 
the fallen. Sites may ring bells to mark the beginning of reconciliation and 
reconstruction, or as the next step in the continuing struggle for civil rights.

A Nation Remembers

Share your event! Photos, videos, and posts will be compiled to build our national story!

More information and curriculum materials are available at 
www.nps.gov/civilwar/civil-war-to-civil-rights.htm


