
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Fort and Arsenal Tours, September 17, 2016 
 
Watrous, NM: Fort Union National Monument invites you to join our annual First Fort and Arsenal 

Tours on September 17.  The First Fort and Arsenal site are open to the public only once a year, so 

visitors can have an opportunity to discover the origins of Fort Union, and the Arsenal that supplied 

the army in the Southwest.  Both were critical in the establishment of the United States in the 

Southwest as conflicts escalated during the “Indian Wars” in the second half of the 19th Century.  

 

Join a ranger for guided programs at 9:00am, 10:30 am, 12:15 pm, and 2:00 pm. Visitors and park staff 

will meet at the Visitor Center 15 minutes prior to the program time, then caravan out to the First 

Fort site. This program is brought to you in partnership with the Fort Union Ranch. Visitors should 

wear sturdy walking shoes and a hat, as well as bring sunblock, snacks and water. 

 

Fort Union (1851-1891) was the largest frontier military post and supply center of the southwest. The 

National Park Service preserves and protects this historic Fort Union and ruts of the Santa Fe Trail. 

To visit the monument, take Exit 366 off I-25 at Watrous, NM onto State Hwy. 161, 8 miles. For more 

information, contact Fort Union National Monument at (505) 425-8025, visit www.nps.gov/foun, or 

like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/FortUnionNM.  You can find our free APP in the Apple 

App Store and on Google Play.  Search for Fort Union National Monument. 

 

WWW.NPS.GOV  

 

About the National Park Service: More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 

413 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create 

close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.  
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