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Fort Union National Monument News Release 
 
Release Date:  Immediate 
 
Contact:    Lorenzo Vigil, lorenzo_vigil@nps.gov, 505-425-8025 
 
First Fort and Arsenal Tours - September 19, 2015 
 
Watrous, NM:  Travel across the Santa Fe Trail and discover where Fort Union’s history began, as 
Fort Union National Monument invites you to join our Annual First Fort and Arsenal Tours 
on Saturday September 19, 2015. The First Fort and Arsenal sites are only open to the public once a 
year, and allows for visitors to not only discover the origins of Fort Union, but also the history of the 
fort’s arsenal which kept much of the U.S. Army in the west supplied with weapons and munitions. 
Both sites would be critical in helping to establish the United States in the southwest as conflicts 
continued to rise during the “Indian Wars” of the 19th Century.   
 
Join a Ranger led tour through the ruins of the Arsenal and First Fort, with tour times 
at 9:00am, 1:00am, 1:00pm, and 3:00pm. Visitors are encouraged to arrive 15 minutes prior to the tour 
at the visitor center. 
 
For more information, contact Fort Union National Monument at (505) 425-8025, 
visit www.nps.gov/foun, or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/FortUnionNM. 
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About the National Park Service: More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America's 
406 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create 
close-to-home recreational opportunities. Visit us at www.nps.gov, on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice, Twitter www.twitter.com/natlparkservice, and YouTube 
www.youtube.com/nationalparkservice. 
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E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A ™  
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
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