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Section 1 
Lesson Plans 
Essential Question  How does public opinion influence the way historic events are remembered? 

Educational Goal  To identify the role public opinion plays in remembering historic events. 

New York State Learning 
Standards: Social Studies 

Standard 1 – Intermediate; Key Idea 1, Key Idea 2, & Key Idea 4 
Standard 2 – Intermediate; Key Idea 1 & Key Idea 4 

New York State Learning 
Standards: The Arts 

Standard 3 – Intermediate 5 – 6; Performance Indicator 3d & 3f  
Standard 4 – Intermediate 5 – 6; Performance Indicator 4c 
Standard 4 – Intermediate 7 – 8; Performance Indicator 4a, 4c,& 4d 

Behavioral Objectives  At the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 
     1. Analyze & Interpret three songs used during the American Revolution. 
     2. Compare and contrast opinions and memories of the American  
        Revolution. 
     3. Recognize how opinion and historic events influenced popular Revolutionary 
         era song lyrics.   

Prerequisites   Introduction to the American Revolution and/or British Colonial History 

Vocabulary  Folk Music: noun 
1. Music, usually of simple character and anonymous authorship, handed down  
among the common people by oral tradition.  
 
Tradition: noun 
1. The handing down of statements, beliefs, legends, customs, information, etc.,  
from generation togeneration, especially by word of mouth or by practice: a story  
that has come down to us by popular tradition. 

Materials  Students: Pen/Pencil & Paper; Copies of song lyrics 

Intro./Anticipatory 
Time: 5 – 10 minutes 
Common Core Goals: 
Gr 5 ELA‐Literacy.RI.5.6 & RI.5.9  
Gr 6 ELA‐Literacy.RI.6.6 & RI.6.9 
Gr 7 ELA‐Literacy.RI.7.6 
Gr 8 ELA‐Literacy.RI.8.6 

1. As class begins, teacher plays one of the sample songs for the students.  
2. Class discusses what they thought the song’s message was and how it 

makes them feel. Students take turns sharing their thoughts.  
3. Using the students’ answers to previous question, teacher discusses the 

role of tradition in culture and society, including as a way to record events. 
4. Teacher introduces role of public opinion in recording events. Examples 

may be useful, i.e. recalling an event to a friend that changes the story.  
Ask how many people have experienced this and give an example. 

Development 
Time: 20 – 30 minutes  
Common Core Goals:  
ELA‐Literacy.RH.6‐8.4  
ELA‐Literacy.RH.6‐8.8 

1. Class is divided into groups of 4 to 5, and groups are given remaining song 
samples (i.e. the songs not used by teacher for example).  
One set of sample song lyrics to each group. Groups read through different 
song lyrics and versions. 

2. Students answer discussion questions on lyrics sheets (answers will vary). 

Closure 
Time: 20 minutes  
Common Core Goals: 
ELA‐Literacy.WHST.6‐8.1 
ELA‐Literacy.WHST.6‐8.7 

1. Student groups present answers to rest of class. 
2. After each presentation, whole class is invited to present alternate 

answers.  
3. Class answers questions: “Do you think the lyrics were effective in 

influencing their intended audience?” & “Why or why not?” 
This question can be posed as an informal vote to illustrate how the song 
lyrics influenced personal opinions in the class vs. past audiences.  

Continued Learning 
Activity  
Common Core Goals: 
Gr 5 ELA‐Literacy.SL.5.6 
Gr 6 ELA‐Literacy.SL.6.6 
Gr 7 ELA‐Literacy.SL.7.6 
Gr 8 ELA‐Literacy.SL.8.6 

As a follow‐up project, or homework assignment, have students re‐write the lyrics 
to one of the sample songs, or the lyrics to a current popular song, to reflect their 
opinions on a current local/national affair, political debate, or issue that they feel 
strongly about. OR Students will research examples of modern opinion (e.g. the 
60s protest era) in music and compare them to a song from the sample activity.  
 
Have students present their songs or research in groups during next class period.  



 

 
E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A ™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

Section 1  
Sample Song A 
 
“God Save the King” Song History: 
Even though this song is the  national anthem of Great Britain its exact origins are unknown. The most 
popular belief is that it came from a song or dance melody of the 15 or 1600s. The earliest printed version 
of the tune is from a 1744 music thesaurus. It became very popular the following year in England and 
Scotland and was reprinted in the popular “Gentleman’s Magazine.” Over the years, new lyrics have been 
added or taken away depending on historic events, the king/queen on the throne at the time, etc. While it 
has been a popular tune from 1745 on, when it actually came to be considered as the de facto national 
anthem of England is also unknown. 
 
In the United States the tune is still very popular as well, but it is known as “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee.” 
 
 
“God Save the 13 States” Song History: 
There are over ten verses to this song recorded from the start of the American Revolution to the end. 
Verses were added and taken away as the war continued. The author(s) of these lyrics remains 
anonymous. Then, the lyrics to this song were sung to the tune of “God Save the King.”  
 
 
“God Save Great Washington” Song History: 
Various versions of this song had been sung throughout the American Revolution. As George 
Washington’s inaugural celebrations took place in 1790, Congressman Elias Boudinot recorded many 
different people singing it for the new president as his party toured New York City. 
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Section 1 
Sample Song B 
 
“Brighton Camp” Song History: 
This song, also known as “The Girl I Left behind Me,”  was a popular tune in England during the 1740s.  
A period of colonial war against the French sent soldiers far and wide to fend off their attacks, and left 
them lonely for the ones they loved. It remained popular through the French and Indian War as well as 
the American Revolution. In America, it was played on fife and drum while the soldiers marched across 
the country to defeat the British. 
 
 
“The Fate of John Burgoyne” Song History: 
As the American Revolution continued, New York State became the center of a British campaign to 
divide the colonies along its waterways. A force of nearly 10,000 was led by British General John 
Burgoyne down through the Champlain Valley to the Hudson River. Burgoyne’s forces captured Fort 
Ticonderoga and continued their march, hoping to make it to Albany to engage with the Continentals 
there. When news of the capture made its way back to England, King George stated his opinion that the 
war was soon-to-be over. Burgoyne’s army marched towards Saratoga Springs and engaged in combat 
with American Gen. Horatio Gates’ forces. The British commander, finding himself outnumbered, 
surrounded, and unable to retreat, surrendered on October 17, 1777. This surrender at Saratoga became a 
turning point of the American Revolutionary War. It was immortalized in newspapers and journals, and 
recorded in a song known as “The Fate of John Burgoyne.”   
 
 
Extra! Civil War History: 
As the United States entered into the American Civil War in the 1860s, both sides drew upon the 
popularity of this song, and verses were written to reflect sentiments on both sides. As a familiar and 
popular tune, it was easy to teach people the new lyrics and pass on propaganda associated with the war. 
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Section 1 
Sample Song C 
 
“The Liberty Song” 1768 Song History:  
This tune can be considered the first “American” patriotic song published in the 13 Colonies.  
It was composed in 1768, by Pennsylvanian John Dickinson, who later served in the Continental 
Congress. It was written in direct protest to the taxes that England was trying to force on her American 
colonies. Understanding the ability music had to stir emotions and convey ideas, Dickinson wrote to a 
friend: “I inclose you a song for American freedom…songs are frequently very powerful on certain 
occasions.” However, the song does not call for American independence, but for England to recognize 
the fact the colonists expected to have the same rights given to people living in England. The song was 
sung to a well-known British naval song “Hearts of Oak” and its popularity swept through the colonies. It 
also started a “song war,” as colonists loyal to England wrote a parody of the “Liberty Song” ridiculing 
the patriotic colonists. This song was simply called “The Parody.”  These “song wars” were a popular 18th 
century form of political propaganda, and were similar in nature to the smear campaigns carried out by 
rival political candidates today in their television ads and public debates. 
 
 Despite the continuing popularity of many American Revolutionary War era songs in folk music today, 
(like “Yankee Doodle”) “The Liberty Song” is largely unknown to most of the American public.   
The original tune “Hearts of Oak” is now the official march of England’s Royal Navy.  
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Section 1 
Sample Song D 
 
“Yankee Doodle” Song History: 
Because “Yankee Doodle” is such a popular folk song in the United States, one might think that we 
would know exactly where it came from. However, so many versions of it have been written from the 
1750s to modern times that it is impossible to say for certain where the original song came from. What 
follows is one of the most popular stories about where the song originated. 
 
During the French and Indian War, men from the 13 Colonies were helping England to fight the French. 
Many times these Colonial American troops were not very well trained and didn’t always have nice 
uniforms and equipment. Because of this, the well trained and uniformed British soldiers often made fun 
of the colonial troops; particularly the ones from New England, who many referred to as “Yankees.”  
It’s said that a British surgeon Dr. Richard Schuckburg watched some of the New England troops 
marching through Albany to join the British troops there. Dr. Schuckburg was so amused by the 
appearance and lack of discipline which these soldiers showed that he wrote a song to make fun of the  
New England soldiers. He took a popular Dutch tune (Albany was originally settled by the Dutch), and 
put his words to this tune, and thus “Yankee Doodle” was born. “Yankee” referred to the New England 
troops (and eventually all Colonial American soldiers); while “Doodle” was another name for a silly 
person. 
 
The verses included here are the earliest published version of the old British “Yankee Doodle,” which 
was published in England shortly after the Battles of Lexington and Concord in 1775, and renamed  
“The Lexington March.” It refers to some of the fighting during the French and Indian War, the 
supposed cowardice and foolishness of the Colonial American troops fighting the French, and some of 
the New England customs that the British found comical. One hundred-ninety (190) different versions of 
song are said to exist! 
 
“The Yankees Return to Camp” Song History: 
As the Revolutionary War got under way, the Americans eventually stole the song away from the British 
and made it their own. In an ironic twist of fate, this British song meant to ridicule the Americans was 
played by the Continental Army as the British Army surrendered to the Americans at Yorktown in 1781. 
 
The early American version of Yankee Doodle included verses about an American farmer and his son 
visiting the Continental Army surrounding the British in Boston after the battles of Lexington and 
Concord in 1775.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“God Save  
the King”  

 

1. 
God save great George our King, 
Long live our noble King, 
God Save the King! 
Send him victorious, 
Happy and glorius, 
Long to reign over us, 
God Save the King. 
2. 
O Lord, our God, arise, 
Scatter his enemies, 
And make them fall, 
Confound their politics, 
Frustrate their knavish* tricks! 
On him our hearts are fix't, 
O save us all. 
3. 
O grant him long to see 
Friendship and unity, 
Always increase: 
May he his septre sway, 
All loyal souls obey, 
Join heart and voice, huzzah!** 
God save the King! 

*Knavish: adjective 
Like or befitting a knave; 
 untrustworthy; dishonest. 
**Huzzah: interjection  
Used as an exclamation of joy, 
appreciation, etc. (hurrah!) 

 

“God Save  
the King”  

 

1. 
God save our gracious King/Queen! 
Long live our noble King/Queen 
God save the King/Queen! 
Send him/her victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
Long to reign over us, 
God save King/Queen! 
2. 
O Lord our God arise, 
Scatter him/her enemies, 
And make them fall, 
Confound their politics, 
Frustrate their knavish tricks, 
On Thee our hopes we fix: 
God save us all. 
3. 
Thy choicest gifts in store, 
On him/her be pleased to pour; 
Long may he/she reign: 
May he/she defend our laws, 
And ever give us cause 
With heart and voice to sing/To 
sing with heart and voice 
God save the King/Queen! 

“God Save the  
13 States”  

 

1. 
God save the Thirteen States!  
Long rule the United States!  
God save our States!  
Make us victorious,  
Happy and glorious;  
No tyrants over us;  
God save our States!  
2. 
To our famed Washington,  
Brave Stark at Bennington,  
Glory is due.  
Peace to Montgomery's shade,*  
Who as he fought and bled,  
Drew honors round his head,  
Num'rous as true.  
3. 
As of one family,  
All of one mind must be,  
We’ll ever sing;  
We fought for Liberty;  
Be Independency,  
Not hereditary,  
We want NO KING. 

*Shade: noun 
1. A disembodied spirit; a ghost. 
2. Shades: A present reminder of 
a person or situation in  
the past: shades of my high-
school days. 

 

“God Save Great 
Washington”  

 

1. 
God save great Washington, 
His worth from ev’ry tongue, 
Demands applause: 
Ye tuneful pow’rs combine, 
And each true Whig* now join 
Whose heart did ne’er resign  
The glorious cause. 
2. 
God save great Washington, 
Virginia's war-like son, 
 And make him brave 
Defend him from all the blows of 
Howe and all his foes 
Guard him where'er he goes, 
Washington save. 
3. 
Free states attend the song, 
Now independent from  
the British throne 
To earth's remotest bound,  
echoing skies resound, 
The sweet melodious sound.  
Liberty's our own! 

*Whig: noun 
A member of the patriotic party  
during the Revolutionary period; 
 supporter of the revolution. 



“Brighton Camp”  

 

1. 
I’m lonesome since I crossed the 
hill and o’er the moor and valley  
Such grievious thoughts my heart 
do fill since parting with my Sally  
I seek no more the fine or gay for 
each doth but remind me  
How swift the hours did pass away 
with the girl I left behind me 
2. 
Oh, ne’er shall I forget the night 
the stars were bright above me  
And gently lent their silv’ry light 
when first she vowed to love me  
But now I’m bound to Brighton 
camp  
kind Heaven thence pray guide me  
And send me safely back again to 
the girl I left behind me 

“The Fate of  
John Burgoyne”  

 

1. 
When Jack, the king’s commander bold, 
was going to his duty, 
He smiled and bowed through all the 
crowd at every blooming beauty. 
The Lower House* sat mute as mouse to 
hear his grand oration, ** 
And all the peers with loudest cheers 
proclaimed him to the nation. 
2. 
Then off he went to Canada, next to 
Ticonderoga, 
And quitting those, away he goes, 
straightway to Saratoga. 
But the sons of freedom gathered round, 
his hostile bands confounded, 
And when they’d fain have turned their 
backs they found themselves surrounded. 
3. 
In vain they fought, in vain they fled, 
their chief humane and tender, 
To save the rest soon thought it best, his 
forces to surrender. 
Thus may America’s brave sons with 
honor be rewarded, 
And be the fate of all our foes the same as 
here recorded. 
 

*Lower House: noun 
One of two branches of a legislature, generally more 
 representative and with more members than  
the upper branch. Examples: British Parliament House 
of Commons; the U.S. House of Representatives  
 
**Oration: noun 
1. A formal public speech, especially one delivered  
on a special occasion, as on an anniversary, at a 
funeral, or at academic exercises. 
2. A public speech characterized by a studied or  
elevated style, diction, or delivery. 

 

  

 

Union  
Tis many days I left my home 
To join our glorious army, 
I thought but of my country’s call, 
And not of what would harm me, 
I vowed to join both heart and hand 
Where duty calls you’ll find me, 
I left my home, and shed a tear 
For the girl I left behind me. 
Confederate 
Old Abe lies sick, Old Abe lies sick 
Old Abe lies sick in bed,  
He's a lying dog, a crying dog,  
And I wish that he was dead,  
Jeff Davis is a gentleman  
Abe Lincoln is a fool , 
Jeff Davis rides a big white horse  
And Lincoln rides a mule 



 

  

“The Liberty Song”  

 

Chorus 
In freedom we’re born and in freedom we’ll live, 

Our purses are ready, steady friends steady. 
Not as slaves, but as free men our money we’ll give. 

1. 3. 
Come join hand in hand brave 
Americans all, 
And rouse* your bold hearts at fair 
liberty’s call; 
No tyrannous acts shall suppress 
your just claim,  
Or stain with dishonor America’s 
name. 

This bumper I crown for our 
sovereign’s health, 
And this for Britannia’s glory and 
wealth; 
That wealth and that glory 
immortal may be, 
If she is but just—and if we are but 
free. 

2.  
All ages shall speak with amaze and 
applause,  
Of the courage we’ll show in 
support of our laws; 
To die we can bear—but to serve we 
disdain, 
For shame is to freedom more 
dreadful than pain. 

 

 
 

*Rouse: verb 
1.To bring out of a state of sleep, unconsciousness, inactivity, fancied 
 security, apathy, depression, etc.: He was roused to action by  
courageous words. 
2. To stir or incite to strong indignation or anger. 

“The Parody”  

 

Chorus 
Come shake your dull noddles, ye Pumpkins 
and bawl, 
And own that you’re mad at fair Liberty’s 
call. 
No scandalous conduct can add to your 
shame. 
Condemn’d to dishonor, inherit the fame 
1. 
In Folly you’re born, and in folly you’ll live, 
To madness still ready, 
And stupidly steady, 
Not as men but as monkies, the tokens * 
you give. 

*Token: noun 
1. Something serving to represent or 
 indicate some fact, event, feeling, etc.;   
sign: Black is a token of mourning. 
2. Something used to indicate authenticity,  
authority, etc.; emblem; badge: Judicial  
robes are a token of office. 
3. Also called token coin. a stamped piece of  
metal, issued as a limited medium of exchange,  
as for busfares, at a nominal value much greater 
than its commodity value. 

 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/commodity


 

  

“The Yankees Return to Camp”  

 

Chorus 
Yankee doodle, keep it up 

Yankee doodle dandy 
Mind the music and the step 
And with the girls be handy. 

1. 4. 
Father and I went down to 
camp Along with Captain 
Gooding 
And there we saw the men 
& boys 
As thick as hasty pudding. 

And every time they shoot it 
off 
It takes a horn of powder 
It makes a noise like father's 
gun 
Only a nation louder. 

2. 5. 
And there we see a 
thousand men 
As rich as Squire David, 
And what they wasted every 
day 
I wish it had been saved. 

And there was Captain 
Washington 
and gentlefolk around him 
They say he’d grown so 
tarnal* proud, 
He will not ride without him 

3.  
And then we saw a 
swamping gun 
Large as a log of maple 
Upon a deuced little cart 
A load for father's cattle. 

 

 
* Tarnal: adjective 

1. damned 
2. stubborn 

 

“Yankee Doodle”  

 

1. 
Brother Ephraim sold his cow and 
bought him a commission, * and then he 
went to Canada to fight for the Nation; 
But when Ephraim he came home he 
prov’d an arrant coward, He wou’d’nt 
fight the Frenchmen there for fear of 
being devour’d.                                                                                                                                                                                          
2. 
Sheep’s Head and vinegar, Butter Milk 
and Tansy, Boston is a Yankee town, Sing 
Hey Doodle Dandy;  
First we’ll take a Pinch of Snuff and then 
a drink of Water, and then we’ll say How 
do you do and that’s a Yanky’s Supper. 

3. 
Aminadab is just come Home his Eyes all 
greas’d with Bacon, and all the news that 
he cou’d tell is Cape Breton is taken. 
Stand up Jonathan figure in by Neighbor, 
Nathan stand a little off and make the 
Room some wider. 

*Commission: noun 

1. A certificate conferring military rank 

and authority; also: the rank and 

authority so conferred 

2.  Authorization or command to act in a 

prescribed manner or to perform 

prescribed acts : CHARGE 
 

“Yankee Doodle”  

 

1. 
Yankee Doodle went to town 
A-riding on a pony 
He stuck a feather in his hat 
And called it macaroni* 
Chorus 
Yankee Doodle, keep it up 
Yankee Doodle dandy 
Mind the music and the step 
and with the girls be handy! 

*Macaroni: noun 

An English dandy of the 18th  

century who affected Continental  

mannerisms, clothes, etc. 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/command
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/charge
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/de/United_States_Navy_Band_-

_God_Save_the_Queen.ogg 

  

http://archive.org/details/GodSaveTheKingByPeterDawsonAndTheNationalMilitaryBand1914

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/de/United_States_Navy_Band_-_God_Save_the_Queen.ogg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/de/United_States_Navy_Band_-_God_Save_the_Queen.ogg
http://archive.org/details/GodSaveTheKingByPeterDawsonAndTheNationalMilitaryBand1914
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http://vvfdc.org/Audio/Girl%20I%20Left%20Behind%20Me.mp3 

 

http://web.lyon.edu/wolfcollection/songs/applegirlileft1262.mp3

http://vvfdc.org/Audio/Girl%20I%20Left%20Behind%20Me.mp3
http://web.lyon.edu/wolfcollection/songs/applegirlileft1262.mp3
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http://vvfdc.org/Audio/Yankee%20Doodle.mp3 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/Yankee_Doodle_%28choral%29.ogg

http://vvfdc.org/Audio/Yankee%20Doodle.mp3
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/Yankee_Doodle_%28choral%29.ogg
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http://www.stadband.ca/snd/heartofoak.mp3 

http://store.bobbyhorton.com/track/the-liberty-song

http://www.stadband.ca/snd/heartofoak.mp3
http://store.bobbyhorton.com/track/the-liberty-song


 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

  



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 

 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 

 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 

 

 

 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 

 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 

 

 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I CA™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 

 


	Music Activity Pack-JHS1
	JHSA-Section2.pdf
	MusicInstrument-guide2

