
   Junior Ranger Pledge 
 

As a Junior Ranger, I promise to teach others about 
what I learned today, explore other parks and historic 

sites, and help preserve and protect these places so  
future generations can enjoy them. 

Stamp out a great day at the park! 
Use the Fort Smith National  

Historic Site stamp and the Trail of 
Tears National Historic Trail stamp 

here! 

______________ 
 Date 

______________________________ 
 Junior Ranger Signature 
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Become a Junior Ranger 

In 1817 , the government ordered 
the US Rifle Regiment to come to 
this area.  Their assignment was to 
keep the peace between two In-
dian tribes, the Osage and the 
Cherokee.  They set up a military 
post and named it Fort Smith.  
Later Fort Smith’s mission 
changed and the fort became a 
supply depot.  For over 50 years 
soldiers and their families lived at 
the fort.  After the army left, the 
federal court moved to Fort Smith 
and used the enlisted men’s bar-
racks  as the courthouse.  The 
federal court was responsible for 
keeping law and order in Indian 
Territory (present day Oklahoma). 
Deputy Marshals helped protect 
the local citizens from outlaws.  
The outlaws were brought to the 
Fort Smith jail and appeared 
before Judge Parker. 

Welcome to Fort Smith  
National Historic Site! 

As you explore Fort Smith National Historic 
Site you will learn more about life at the 
fort, Indian Territory, the federal court,  
Deputy Marshals, and outlaws. 
 
A Junior Ranger learns about the history 
and nature at National Parks and helps 
Park Rangers take care of and protect the 
parks.  The National Park Service also 
helps people to enjoy the places they  
protect.  We hope that you will enjoy  
learning about Fort Smith and will help us  
protect the park so others can enjoy it in 
the future. 

To become a Fort Smith National Historic Site Junior Ranger 
Complete the appropriate number of activities for your age group and then bring 
your book back to the rangers and earn your Junior Ranger badge! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Up to 6        Ages 7-9           Ages 10-12 
Complete 4 activities     Complete 7  activities                     Complete 9 activities 
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The first fort was built to help keep the area safe because 
of the conflict between  Cherokee and Osage Indians.  
 
Here are some ways to stay safe in our park: 
• Drink lots of water on hot days (your body needs water 

to keep cool).  Wear layers of clothing on cold days. 
• Do not try to feed or play with the squirrels or other 

animals (This is bad for the animals because they will 
lose their wildness).  

• Do not climb on cannons or other fixtures (you could 
get hurt if you fall off). 

 
 
 
What are some other ways you can stay safe here at Fort 
Smith National Historic Site? 

A Legacy of Safety At  
Fort Smith  
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Marching Across the 
Country 

Where do you live? Where is Fort Smith National Historic Site? Draw the 
route from your house to Fort Smith and see how many states you passed 
through on your journey.  Are there any national parks in those states? 
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Free  

Spot!! 

Fort Smith Bingo  
Look throughout the visitor center for these objects. When you find 
them put an X over them. Get 5 in a row in any direction and you 
get a  Fort Smith BINGO! 
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  iSpy "Hell on the Border"  
 

 
 

 
 
iSpy what the prisoners slept on. 
 
 
 
iSpy what was used as a toilet. 
 
 
 
iSpy something with bars around it. 
 
 
 
iSpy  where prisoners took a bath.  
 
 
 
iSpy the number of cups the prisoners used to drink. 
 
 
 
iSpy someone you can ask who has lots of information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look around the first jail and write down the name of  
what you can spy.  
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  Second Jail Crossword 

Down:  
3. Name of  ex-slave who became a US Marshal. 
 
6. This man was charged with murder, found not 
guilty and later became a Deputy U.S. Marshal.   
 
7. These people arrested criminals and brought them 
back to Fort Smith. 
 
8. Name of female bandit riding horse. 
 
 

Across: 
1. Known as the “Prince of Hangmen”  
 
2. The number of prisoners each cell was made to 
hold. 
 
3. US Marshals wore these. 
 
4. Cherokee Bill’s real name. 
 
5.Name of Belle Starr’s daughter. 

Read the panels in the second jail to find 
the answers to the clues.  Then fill in the 
answers in the appropriate places 
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           8.            

   6.                    

                       

                       

  1.                     

                       

                       

 2.       7.               

                       

              3.         

                       

  4.                     

                       

                       

                       

                       

                       

             5.          

                       



 
Answer these questions to know the words to look for on the next page. The an-
swers are all around in this room. You may need to read the text on the panels to 
find them.  

Who sat at the bench?  
 
 
What did he do before he came to Arkansas? 
 
 
What did he use to make a loud noise? 
 
 
Who sat in two rows of chairs to your left? 
 
 
How many pictures of Judge Parker can you find in this room? 
 
 
Each star on the flag represents a: (circle the right answer)  
 State             President        Federal Judge 
 
 
How many stars are on the U.S. flag today?  
  

      Hear ye, hear ye!   
    Words of the Court 
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Federal Court Word Search 
 

Take the answers from the previous page and look for those words  
in the word search below.  
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W H D D R G Q R V U R Y A W S 

D G Q F N T A K I E Y K R B X 

B X A U F G V V K T G P V U E 

S B B C O N G R E S S M A N J 

E A H C E I A N C L I E C K Q 

V Y A A T P D F I G L W Y G I 

E Z R Z E O L A F W H C P X H 

N B Z G Z H M I Y X S I O B Q 

O X D Z B P F X V I W I Y R S 

G U D M N T M T E E L G X R G 

J A B Z Y E I L D X P H U S A 

T S J C Q L X L W X G I R C C 

W A N N M V N P N H N Q N G C 

E T A T S V N V X X V I E F B 

J A Y F G P Q D S X A H P H X 



U.S. Deputy Marshals     
Always Get Their Man             

 
 
    

 
Look at the exhibits about U.S. Deputy Marshals and view the film "It Took Brave Men." 
 
Help the U.S. Marshal get the outlaw. Start at Judge Parker’s Courthouse and find your way 
to the outlaw’s hideout to stop that bandit in his tracks! 
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We’re On Our Way 

Fort Smith has seen all kinds of  
transportation through the years.   
Pioneers gathered supplies at Fort 
Smith and headed west in wagon trains. 
The railroad played a large part to link 
the coasts of the United States. It  
carried travelers across the land faster 
than horses.   

Match the type of transportation with the time it was used 
in Fort Smith.  

 
Wagon Train-Gold Rush 
 
 
Butterfield Stage Coach 
 
 
Pony Express 
 
 
Steamboat 
 
 
Keelboat 
 
 
Railroad 
 
 
 

1853 
 
 
1822 
 
 
1817 
 
 
1860-1861 
 
 
1870’s 
 
 
1858 
 
 
1849 
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What’s Missing? 

The building in front of you was used by different people at different times.  On 
the right is the old army barracks where soldiers used to live.  Later it was used as 
a courthouse with jail cells in the basement.  The left part of the building was built 
as a jail to replace the old one.  (See the bars on the windows?) 
 
Complete the drawing on the next page by adding missing windows, doors and 
chimneys. 
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Choctaw  Comanche 
 
  
Caddo  Quapaw 
 
 
Shawnee  Creek 
 
 
Chickasaw  Delaware 
 
 
Apache  Seminole 
 

The first fort was built to help keep the peace between the Osage Indians and the 
newly relocated Cherokee, but they weren't the only tribe to be forcibly removed 

from the southeastern U.S. into Indian Territory (now known as Oklahoma).  
Circle the other 4 tribes that were moved.  

Why do you think this journey was called the Trail of Tears? 

Trail of Tears 
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GPS Discoveries 
One of the first expeditions to survey the Plains Re-
gion was the Long Expedition led by Stephen H. 
Long out of Fort Smith.  The expedition began in 
June 1819 and lasted until September 1820.  Two 
important discoveries found on this expedition 
were Long’s Peak, in present day Rocky Mountain 
National Park, and the Canadian River.  Long sur-
veyed using compass and sextant to map out grids.. 
 
Today surveying is done with the use of satellites 
and Global Positioning Systems, or GPS.  You can 
find history at Fort Smith NHS using GPS.  
 
To participate in this activity, have an adult go to 
the visitor center and provide a driver’s license to 
borrow a GPS unit.  The ranger will give you in-
structions on how to proceed with this activity.  
Once you are done, the license will be returned.  (If 
you have your own GPS the coordinates are listed 
under each stop sign.)  

N 35º 23’29.4 
W 094º 25’ 74.5 

Go to waypoint Wall 
How many gun ports do you see on  the wall?  _____________ 
Look carefully at and around the wall.  What other symbol is found as 
part of the wall?  ____________________________ 

N 35º 23’ 29.7 
W 094º 25’ 87.2 

N 35º 23’ 25.8 
W 094º 25’ 95.9 

Go to waypoint Fort 
What is the name of this area?  _____________________________  
List 3 other place names.          _____________________________ 
                                                  _____________________________ 
                                                  _____________________________ 
 

Go to waypoint Survey 
What is written on the marker?  ____________________________ 
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Guard Duty 

From 1849-1871, this place was the Guardhouse of the second Fort Smith. It 
housed the officer of the day and a squad of other soldiers. This was the fort  
detention  quarters for soldiers who got into trouble, deserted their post or were 
caught fighting.  
 
 
From 1872-1888, the guardhouse was used as the women’s jail for the Western 
District of Arkansas. Sometimes the women prisoners were pregnant or already 
had children. If  she had no one else to care for her children, they stayed with her 
in the jail.  
 
What do you think the children did for fun?  _____________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Stand in the outline of the small cells.  Imagine being locked in a space this small. 
List 3 feelings you might have.  
 
1. _______________________________ 
2. _______________________________ 
3. _______________________________ 
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US Army Commissary Rations 
 To every individual: 
Meat:  
 12 ounces pork or bacon, or  
 1 pound 4 ounces salt or fresh beef 
Bread: 
 1 pound 6 ounces soft bread or flour, or 
 1 pound hard bread, or 
 1 pound 4 ounces cornmeal 

This is how many rations each 
soldier would receive for one 
day. 
 
How many rations would your 
family need for one day? 

Commissary 
Ration Hunt 

The United States Army stored food and supplies in this building and used 
some of it to feed soldiers living at Fort Smith.  Some of the food was 
taken by wagons to soldiers living at forts further west.   
 
Search for the items in this list. They are all around the room.  
 
____ Candle                 ____ Lock 
 
____ Salt       ____ Pen  
 
____ Fireplace      ____ Bowl 
 
____ Soap       ____  Ledger Book 
 
____ Salt Pork barrel     ____ Rope 
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Listen to the sounds around you. List or draw 
what made the sounds you heard.   

 

Draw a picture of your favorite place here. 

 

Look around and draw what you see. 

 

List or draw what you think the soldiers at the 
first fort would have eaten.  

 

A Sense of Place 

As you walk around the fort, look and listen to the sights  and 
sounds. Fill in the boxes below.  
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Lets remember the First Fort. Connect the 
dots to reveal the shape of the First Fort in 
1817. 

*1 

* 4 

* 2 

* 3 

* 7 

* 6 

* 5 

* 8 9 *  

10 * 

13 * 

11 * 

12 * 

14* 

15 * 

16 * 

17  * * 18 

Rebuild the Fort 
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