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Fort McHenry Celebrates the 200th Anniversary of the 
Star-Spangled Banner
 
~ Eleven Days of Special Programs Feature Commemorative Ceremonies, Living History Demonstrations and Interpretive Programs ~

~ Francis Scott Key’s Original Manuscript on Display in the Visitor Center ~

BALTIMORE – To mark the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner, special programs and events are planned from September 6-16, 2014 at Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine (NM&HS). These activities, including commemorative ceremonies, living history demonstrations, and interpretive programs, will highlight the September 13-14, 1814 bombardment of Fort McHenry during the War of 1812.  Witnessed by lawyer and amateur poet Francis Scott Key, the attack was described by him in lyrics, The Defence of Fort McHenry. The verses were quickly set to the tune of a popular English melody, The Anacreontic Song, and Key’s creation quickly became popular throughout the United States as The Star-Spangled Banner. 

Among the signature events of the eleven-day bicentennial commemoration at Fort McHenry NM&HS are the Star-Spangled Banner Living Flag, in which more than 8,000 students will create a living American flag while engaging in experiential learning; The Rockets' Red Glare and the Flag is Still There!, an evening of patriotic music, pageantry and a spectacular fireworks display; and By Dawn’s Early Light, a real-time program marking 200 years to the minute since the Star-Spangled Banner was hoisted over Fort McHenry, inspiring Key to pen his immortal words.

As a special exhibition for the bicentennial, Francis Scott Key’s original handwritten manuscript of The Defence of Fort McHenry will be on display in the Fort McHenry NM&HS Visitor Center. The exhibition is made possible by a generous loan from the Maryland Historical Society.  The Society is presently exhibiting the largest collection of 1812 artifacts at its 201 W. Monument St. museum.

All events are open to the public and reservations are not required.  Anniversary programs are included in the regular Fort McHenry NM&HS entrance fee of $7.00 for adults, 16 and older (under 16 is admitted free).  Admission is free with a National Park Service pass or Fort McHenry National Monument annual pass; no admission fees will be charged on Saturday, September 13 or Sunday, September 14.

For more information, visit the Fort McHenry National Monument & Historic Shrine website at www.nps.gov/fomc or contact the National Park Service at (410) 962-4290.


SCHEDULE OF SPECIAL ACTIVITIES


Daily Activities – September 6-16, 2014

Visitor Center
At the Fort McHenry National Monument & Historic Shrine Visitor Center, watch the 11-minute multi-media program about the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner, and explore the museum’s interactive exhibits about the battle. See Francis Scott Key’s original handwritten manuscript, on loan for the anniversary period from the Maryland Historical Society. The visitor center also contains a gift shop, operated by the Evelyn Hill Corporation, which contains a wide variety of books and keepsakes about Fort McHenry and the Star-Spangled Banner.

Historic Star Fort
Tour the original fort and buildings that defended Baltimore in 1814.  Living history volunteers dressed as soldiers, sailors and citizens from 1814, are on duty throughout the fort every day to provide a glimpse of the past, and Park Rangers provide insight and information on the defense of the fort that inspired Francis Scott Key to write The Star-Spangled Banner.


Saturday, September 6, 2014
Park grounds: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Visitor Center: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Historic Star Fort: 9a.m. – 5 p.m.

9:15 am, 10:15 am, 11:15 am, 1:15 pm, 
2:15 pm, 3:15 pm, 4:15 pm 		Origin of the Star-Spangled Banner
Join a Park Ranger for this hands-on program about the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner.  Help unroll the 30 by 42 foot full-sized replica Star-Spangled Banner flag at the exact site where it flew in 1814. Star Fort.

10 a.m. – 5 p.m.		Battle of North Point Bicentennial
Join the Fort McHenry Guard on the original battlefield to commemorate the September 12 engagement between British troops and American militia. Daylong events include living history, battlefield tours, wreath-laying at Battle Acre and display of the Maryland Historical Society replica Star-Spangled Banner flag. Battle Acre Park, North Point Road (near intersection of Trappe Road) Dundalk, MD 21222








Sunday, September 7, 2014
Park grounds: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Visitor Center: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Historic Star Fort: 9a.m. – 5 p.m.

9:15 am, 10:15 am, 11:15 am, 1:15 pm, 
2:15 pm, 3:15 pm, 4:15 pm 		Origin of the Star-Spangled Banner
Join a Park Ranger for this hands-on program about the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner.  Help unroll the 30 by 42 foot full-sized replica Star-Spangled Banner flag at the exact site where it flew in 1814. Star Fort.

9:15 a.m. – 5 p.m.		Battle of North Point Bicentennial
Join the Fort McHenry Guard on the original battlefield to commemorate the September 12 engagement between British troops and American militia. Daylong events include living history, battlefield tours, wreath-laying at Battle Acre and display of the Maryland Historical Society replica Star-Spangled Banner flag. Battle Acre Park, North Point Road (near intersection of Trappe Road) Dundalk, MD 21222


Monday, September 8, 2014
Park grounds: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Visitor Center: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Historic Star Fort: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

9:15 am, 10:15 am, 11:15 am, 1:15 pm, 
2:15 pm, 3:15 pm, 4:15 pm 		Origin of the Star-Spangled Banner
Join a Park Ranger for this hands-on program about the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner. Help unroll the 30 by 42 foot full-sized replica Star-Spangled Banner flag at the exact site where it flew in 1814. Star Fort.


Tuesday, September 9, 2014
Park grounds: 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Visitor Center: 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Historic Star Fort: 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.

8 a.m. – 2 p.m.		Star-Spangled Banner Living Flag
Over 7,000 school students, representing every county in Maryland will commemorate the bicentennial of the writing of the National Anthem by engaging in experiential learning at Fort McHenry.  Wearing red, white and blue, they will form the 15 stars and 15 stripes Star-Spangled Banner Living Flag, the largest ever created.  This is a nationwide learning opportunity and students across America can participate through distance learning, live-streaming, and social media.




3:15 pm, 4:15 pm 		Origin of the Star-Spangled Banner
Join a Park Ranger for this hands-on program about the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner.  Help unroll the 30 by 42 foot full-sized replica Star-Spangled Banner flag at the exact site where it flew in 1814. Star Fort.


Wednesday, September 10, 2014
Park grounds: 6 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Visitor Center: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Historic Star Fort: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

8 a.m. – 3 p.m.		International Visiting Ships
More than 35 naval vessels and tall ships from the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Norway, Germany, Spain and Turkey will sail past Fort McHenry on their way to the Inner Harbor, where they will dock until September 16 (public visitation will be from September 11-15).  Fort McHenry NM&HS will open early for those who wish to watch their arrival.

9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 	            	War of 1812 Maritime Display      
As the arriving international ships pass Baltimore, learn how maritime issues were central to the War of 1812 and led directly to the British attack in 1814.  Demonstrations of cutlass drill and sailor’s gear will take place throughout the day. Modern and historic cannons will salute arriving ships as they sail past Fort McHenry. Water Battery.

9:15 a.m., 10:15 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1:15 p.m., 
2:15 p.m., 3:15 p.m., 4:15 p.m. 		From Signal to Symbol
Learn about the role played by Fort McHenry and Francis Scott Key in the evolution of the Stars & Stripes from a national flag to a potent source of inspiration and community for Americans in times of crisis. Join a Park Ranger for this hands-on program about the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner. Help unroll the 30 by 42 foot full-sized replica Star-Spangled Banner flag at the exact site where it flew in 1814. Star Fort.


Thursday, September 11, 2014
Park grounds: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Visitor Center: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Historic Star Fort: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.		National 9/11 Flag	
The National 9/11 Flag, one of the largest American flags to fly above the wreckage at Ground Zero and called our generation’s Star-Spangled Banner, will be on display throughout the day.

9:15 a.m., 5:15 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:15 p.m. 		Union & Unity
Discover how the feelings of inspiration and unity many felt at seeing the American Flag during the tragedy of 9/11 were similar to those felt by Francis Scott Key in 1814. Join a Park Ranger for this hands-on program about the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner.  Help unroll the 30 by 42 foot full-sized replica Star-Spangled Banner flag at the exact site where it flew in 1814. Star Fort.

11:00 a.m.		9/11 Commemoration
Join first responders from New York and Baltimore, the Fort McHenry Guard and living historians from in a procession from the Visitor Center to the historic Star Fort for a ceremony to honor those whose lives were lost on September 11, 2001. The commemorative ceremony will include music, remarks relating the Battle of Baltimore and 9/11, and a wreath laying. At the conclusion of the program, Taps will be played and the names of those Baltimore residents killed on 9/11 and during the 1814 defense of Baltimore will be read. Procession to the ceremony forms at the Visitor Center; ceremony takes place in the Star Fort.

3:00 p.m.		Firing of the Alarm Gun
Cannon fire from Fort McHenry and Federal Hill will mark 200 years since the firing of the “alarm gun” that warned the residents of Baltimore of the impending approach of the British army and navy. Water Battery.


Friday, September 12, 2014
Park grounds: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Visitor Center: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Historic Star Fort: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

9:15 a.m., 10:15 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 
5:15 p.m., 7:15 p.m.   	Causes, Conflicts & Commemoration
A Park Ranger explains the origins and progression of the War of 1812, and looks at how the conflict is remembered 200 years later. Help unroll the 30 by 42 foot full-sized replica Star-Spangled Banner flag at the exact site where it flew in 1814. Star Fort.

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 		Young Defenders Program
At these hands on activity stations, young visitors can learn about soldier life at Fort McHenry, and discover how average Baltimoreans contributed to the city’s defense from the British. At the “Young Defenders” station, the young and young at heart can drill with wooden muskets, help stitch a flag, engage in cutlass drill, try on a replica historic outfit or write a letter using the same types of quill and ink Francis Scott Key used when he wrote “The Star-Spangled Banner.”  In “Citizens Stand!” learn about flag-making, fashions from 1814, historic cooking and life on the home front. Historic Star Fort.

10 a.m. 		Ceremony at Battle Monument
Erected to honor the heroes of 1814, the Battle Monument has become a symbol of the city. It is on the city flag, stationary, municipal buildings and vehicles.  Join the Fort McHenry Guard in a short wreath-laying ceremony, join a 15-minute Park Ranger-led talk about the hidden allegories in the monument, and discover how the Battle Monument represents the city and its defenders of 1814. Battle Monument Plaza on North Calvert Street between East Fayette and East Lexington Streets

11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 		Fort McHenry Festival Village
The Star-Spangled Spectacular Village will feature a variety of family-friendly entertainment including exhibits, hands-on activities, giveaways, food vendors and a tribute to all types of American music. 


11 a.m.		Ceremony at Inner Harbor Amphitheater
Join the Fort McHenry Guard Field Music as they kick off the Star-Spangled Banner Spectacular weekend with a fife and drum concert! In 1814 fifes and drums and military pageantry heralded the arrival of some of America's most famous warships.  That tradition lives on with a stirring fife and drum concert performed in the shadow of some of the largest visiting tall ships.  Inner Harbor Amphitheatre

12 p.m.		Fife & Drum Concert
Join the Fort McHenry Fife & Drum Corps for a concert of 1812 military music.  Maryland Science Center.


Saturday, September 13, 2014
Park grounds: 8 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Visitor Center: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Historic Star Fort: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

8:15 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 10:15 a.m., 11:15, a.m. 	Living History Area Program
Fort McHenry NM&HS literally explodes with activity with living history presentations by the Fort McHenry Guard. Dressed as soldiers, sailors and citizens from 1814, Guard members provide a touchstone to the past by garrisoning the fort. Cannon-firing, fife and drum music, cooking demonstrations and children’s activities offer visitors a “total immersion” experience. Smell the gunpowder, see the stars and stripes, hear the fifes and drums and feel the presence of history! Historic Star Fort

9:15 a.m., 4:15 p.m.	Flag Change Program
Join a Park Ranger for this hands-on program about the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner. Unroll the 30 by 42 foot full-sized replica Star-Spangled Banner flag at the exact site where it flew in 1814 and help a ranger raise/lower a reproduction of the flag over the fort (weather permitting).

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 		Young Defenders Program
At these hands on activity stations, young visitors can learn about soldier life at Fort McHenry, and discover how average Baltimoreans contributed to the city’s defense from the British. At the “Young Defenders” station, the young and young at heart can drill with wooden muskets, help stitch a flag, engage in cutlass drill, try on a replica historic outfit or write a letter using the same types of quill and ink Francis Scott Key used when he wrote “The Star-Spangled Banner.”  In “Citizens Stand!” learn about flag-making, fashions from 1814, historic cooking and life on the home front. Historic Star Fort.

11 a.m. – 10 p.m. 		Fort McHenry Festival Village
The Star-Spangled Spectacular Village will feature a variety of family-friendly entertainment including exhibits, hands-on activities, giveaways, food vendors and a tribute to all types of American music.

11 a.m. – 12 p.m.		Fort McHenry Forever Stamp Release Ceremony 
The U.S. Postal Service commemorates the 200th anniversary of the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner with the official first-day-of-issue dedication ceremony for the new Fort McHenry Forever Stamp. The stamp depicts soldiers manning a cannon in defense of the fort. Star Fort.


2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 		Star-Spangled Spectacular Air Show
The Star-Spangled Spectacular Air Show will feature precision flight demonstration acts from the U.S. Navy over a one-and-a-half-hour period between 2:00 and 4:00 PM. The featured act will be the Blue Angels, the U.S. Navy’s Flight Demonstration Squadron. NOTE: Time subject to change based on weather conditions.

6 p.m. – 10 p.m. 	 	The Rockets' Red Glare and the Flag is Still There!
Observe the bicentennial of the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner at the spot that endured the British bombardment, inspiring Francis Scott Key to write "The Star-Spangled Banner."  This evening program commemorates that historic event through patriotic music by the United States Marine Band (“The President's Own”) and others, performance by the Fort McHenry Guard, raising of the 30 x 42-foot Star-Spangled Banner flag, remarks by elected officials and Star Spangled-Spectacular Fireworks!


Sunday, September 14, 2014
Park grounds: 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Visitor Center: 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Historic Star Fort: 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.

8:40 a.m. 		By Dawn’s Early Light
A procession of modern and living history military units, represented by the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) and the Fort McHenry Guard, kicks off this real-time anniversary program. The ceremony will feature artillery salutes, patriotic music, and a reading of the four stanzas of the Star-Spangled Banner by individuals with unique ties to the American flag.  At 9:00 a.m., the precise moment that the historic flag was raised, inspiring Francis Scott Key to write the “The Defence of Fort McHenry,” the full-sized replica 15 stars and 15 stripes Star-Spangled Banner flag will be raised over Fort McHenry.

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 		Young Defenders Program
At these hands on activity stations, young visitors can learn about soldier life at Fort McHenry, and discover how average Baltimoreans contributed to the city’s defense from the British. At the “Young Defenders” station, the young and young at heart can drill with wooden muskets, help stitch a flag, engage in cutlass drill, try on a replica historic outfit or write a letter using the same types of quill and ink Francis Scott Key used when he wrote “The Star-Spangled Banner.”  In “Citizens Stand!” learn about flag-making, fashions from 1814, historic cooking and life on the home front. Historic Star Fort.

10:15 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 5:15 p.m., 7:15 p.m.   	The Key Story
Learn how Maryland attorney and amateur poet Francis Scott Key’s poem about the defense of Fort McHenry became our National Anthem. Join a Park Ranger for this hands-on program about the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner. Help unroll the 30 by 42 foot full-sized replica Star-Spangled Banner flag at the exact site where it flew in 1814. Visitor Center - Chesapeake Bay Map.




11 a.m. – 6 p.m. 		Fort McHenry Festival Village
The Star-Spangled Spectacular Village will feature a variety of family-friendly entertainment including exhibits, hands-on activities, giveaways, food vendors and a tribute to all types of American music. 

2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 		Star-Spangled Spectacular Air Show
The Star-Spangled Spectacular Air Show will feature precision flight demonstration acts from the U.S. Navy over a one-and-a-half-hour period between 2 and 4 p.m. The featured act will be the Blue Angels, the U.S. Navy’s Flight Demonstration Squadron. NOTE: Time subject to change based on weather conditions.


Monday, September 15, 2014
Park hours: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Visitor Center: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Historic Star Fort: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

9:15 a.m., 10:15 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1:15 p.m., 
2:15 p.m., 3:15 p.m., 4:15 pm,		Origins of the Star-Spangled Banner
Join a Park Ranger for this hands-on program about the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner.  Help unroll the 30 by 42 foot full-sized replica Star-Spangled Banner flag at the exact site where it flew in 1814. Star Fort.


Tuesday, September 16, 2014
Park hours: 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Visitor Center: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Historic Star Fort: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.		Departure of Naval and Tall Ships
More than 35 naval vessels and tall ships from the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Norway, Germany, Spain and Turkey will sail past Fort McHenry as they leave Baltimore. The Fort McHenry Guard will fire artillery salutes to passing vessels. Fort McHenry will open early for those that wish to watch the ships.  

9:15 am, 10:15 am, 11:15 am, 1:15 pm, 
2:15 pm, 3:15 pm, 4:15 pm,		Origins of the Star-Spangled Banner
Join a Park Ranger for this hands-on program about the Battle of Baltimore and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner.  Help unroll the 30 by 42 foot full-sized replica Star-Spangled Banner flag at the exact site where it flew in 1814. Star Fort.

The bicentennial activities at Fort McHenry National Monument & Historic Shrine are in partnership with Star Spangled Spectacular, a free festival celebrating the 200th anniversary of our National Anthem sponsored by Star-Spangled 200, Inc. and the Maryland War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission. A variety of additional bicentennial activities are planned at other venues throughout Baltimore, including, the Inner Harbor, Martin State Airport and Pier Six Pavilion. For additional information on these and other events, visit www.starspangled200.com.

NPS

About Fort McHenry National Monument & Historic Shrine
During the Battle of Baltimore, September 13 – 14, 1814, the valiant defense of the star-shaped Fort McHenry against the might of the British navy inspired Francis Scott Key to write “The Star-Spangled Banner.”  The 15 broad stripes and 15 bright stars still fly over the fort 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The fort was used continuously in a variety of ways through World War II. Most famous as the birthplace of our National Anthem, many special activities are planned at Fort McHenry National Monument & Historic Shrine in 2014 to commemorate the Bicentennial of the War of 1812, the United States’ second war for independence.  www.nps.gov/fomc  Phone: 410-962-4290   Follow us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/FtMcHenryNPS and on Twitter, @FtMcHenryNPS. 
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