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Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine Proposes Entrance Fee Increase 

Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine will hold a public comment session on January 20  at 6:30 p.m. to discuss possible fee increases in 2015. The current park entrance fees have been in place since 2007. Fees to enter Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine will be changing from $7 to $10 per adult.  Yearly passes will increase from $30 to $40.  Children under 16 will remain free.

Entrance fees are not charged to persons under 16 years of age or holders of the America the Beautiful National Parks and Federal Recreational, Senior, Access or Military Passes. These passes may be obtained at the park.

“This fee revenue has helped the park accomplish much needed preservation work and led to the development of a number of new exhibits at the fort,” said Superintendent Tina Cappetta. 

Fee revenues helped in the preservation of critical brickwork and stone masonry on the outer walls of the Star Fort and in the refurbishment of some new exhibits.  “I can say that every fee dollar spent went toward enhancing the visitor’s experience at the fort” says Chief of Interpretation Vincent Vaise. Fee revenue helped provide seed money for the fort’s fife and drum corps which was “on duty” almost every day in the summer, provided for educational materials, refurbished rooms and added new exhibits.  

In the long term, these added fee revenues will provide for ongoing maintenance and improvement of exhibits in the park’s Visitor and Education Center. 

Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine, like many park units, contributes to the economic growth of the surrounding community. In 2013, more than 273 million park visitors contributed 14.6 billion dollars to the local economy and supported 238,000 jobs related to tourism.
Visitors are invited to a public comment session at Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine on January 20 at 6:30 p.m.  Based on feedback provided by the public, the park will determine how, or if, a fee increase would be implemented.


About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America's 409 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Visit us at www.nps.gov, on Facebook www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice, Twitter www.twitter.com/natlparkservice, and YouTube www.youtube.com/nationalparkservice.
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