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Topic:  
A KWL Chart can be used as an introductory device and a critical thinking 
springboard for students to organize their learning.  This can be used as a pre-
visit activity or an introduction to a unit of study using these materials. 
  
Objectives and Standards:  Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks/
 
Grade 6  
Social Studies 
113.22:  1,2,,7, 20, 21,22,23 
Language Arts 
110.22:  4, 11, 13 15 

Grade 7 
Social Studies 
111.23:  
1,5,6,8,9,10,11,19,20, 
21,22,23 
Language Arts 
110.23:  4, 11, 13 15 

Grade 8 
Social Studies 
111.24: 1, 6,10,1330,31,32 
Language Arts 
110.24:  4, 11, 13 15 

 
  
Materials Needed:   

Student KWL Chart for each student 
  

Lesson Activities and Projects:  
At the beginning of the units or prior to Fort visit, have students jot phrases 
under the column “KNOW” to organize their knowledge.  Then as a class or 
individually, fill in the column “WANT to Know” so that they can focus their 
learning on important topics.  Below are some possibilities for the “Want” 
column.  The “Learn” column will be completed after your visit or when the unit 
is completed.  Here the students will synthesize what they have learned.   
  

(continued) 
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http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks/


 
Below are some ideas to use in guiding students with the “WANT” section. 
  
What do I 
Know 
about Fort 

Davis? 

What do I Want to Know  
about Fort Davis? 

What did I Learn 
about  

Fort Davis? 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Where is Fort Davis located? 
What was it used for? 
When was it founded? 
Why was it founded?  
When and why was it closed? 
Was there a stockade around it? 
What Native American tribes were in the area? 
What was the soldiers’ life like? 
Were there any civilians or children at the fort?  
What was their life like?   
What are some of the events in the fort’s history? 
Why and how was the fort preserved? 
What is the environment surrounding the fort like? 

  

 
Wrap-Up and Assessment: 
The “Learn” column will be completed after your visit or when the unit is 
completed.  Here the students will synthesize what they have learned.  This can 
also be a springboard to writing an essay.  The essay can be a description of what 
they have learned or a persuasive paragraph to encourage others to visit the park.  
Another activity might be to write a letter to next year’s students to describe 
what they will see and learn at the park when they visit. 
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