
A Message from the Flight 93 National Memorial  Partners; May 12, 2009 
  

In order to keep the promise that the memorial be dedicated by September 11, 2011, the tenth 
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, the National Park Service (NPS) has given notice of its intent to 
exercise eminent domain for land associated with the Flight 93 National Memorial. 

  
• Through this action, the NPS is ensuring the permanent protection of the remains of the 

40 heroes in a cemetery for national heroes. 
  
• Through this action, the NPS is keeping the promise made to its partners and the 

community that the memorial be dedicated by September 11, 2011, the tenth anniversary 
of the 9/11 attacks. 

  
• The NPS needs to obtain ownership of all these lands by the end of May in order to 

receive the NPS Director’s approval to proceed with construction contract advertising, a 
necessary step towards meet the 9-11-11 dedication date. 

  
• The NPS, the Families of Flight 93 as well as the Conservation Fund acted in good faith, 

working with the landowners for a long time.  Early on, these landowners expressed a 
strong willingness to sell their land to create a Flight 93 National Memorial. 

  
• The landowners had ample notice that this action was possible and knew that a deadline 

for land acquisition was looming. The deadline for having the first phase of the memorial 
complete by September 11, 2011 has been public for a very long time. 

  
• The NPS and the Families of Flight 93 are sensitive to the community’s concerns 

regarding the use of eminent domain and will work hard to alleviate those concerns. 
  

• Under condemnation, the landowners are entitled to "just compensation," which ensures 
they will be paid fair market value for the property. Unless agreed upon beforehand as to 
that value, the courts determine or approve that value. 

  
• The Families of Flight 93 are dedicated to working with the landowners to assure they 

receive a fair price.  
  

• Negotiations with the Families of Flight 93 and the landowners can continue until the 
Department of Justice’s court filing.  

  
• Under this proceeding, the Department of Justice is not limited to structuring an 

agreement with the landowners based solely on the property’s last appraised value; the 
DOJ has more flexibility in settlement. 
 


