
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intermountain Region News Release 
 

Keith Payne Named Superintendent at  
Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument  

 
DENVER – Nineteen-year National Park Service (NPS) veteran 
Keith Payne has been named Superintendent of Florissant Fossil 
Beds National Monument, according to Mike Snyder, Regional 
Director of the Intermountain Region.  Payne will assume his new 
responsibilities on December 10, 2006.  
  
“Keith has a strong foundation in urban development and park 
planning,” said Snyder.  “His expertise will be invaluable as 
Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument continues to move 
forward on a number of projects including the construction of a 
visitor education/museum facility.”   
 
Payne is currently a project manager for the Intermountain 
Regional Office Line Item Construction Program.  He began his 
NPS career in 1988 as a landscape architect and planner on the 
Central Team of the Denver Service Center. For 10 years, he 
served as team captain assigned to lead planning teams in the 
preparation of general management plans, development concept 

plans, environmental assessments, environmental impact statements, and special studies throughout the [then] 
Rocky Mountain, Midwest, and Southwest regions.  
 
From 1999 to 2004, Payne worked at Rocky Mountain National Park and was detailed to the Cache La Poudre 
River Corridor National Heritage Area to assist the Corridor Commission in producing a management plan. 
During that period, Payne served as acting superintendent at Tonto National Monument.  In 2004, he moved to 
his current position with the Intermountain Region’s Line Item Construction Program and began work on 
several park facility projects. Shortly after that move, he served as acting superintendent at Florissant Fossil 
Beds National Monument.  
 
About his new position, Payne said, “Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument is a park with unique resources 
and spectacular views, and I feel extremely fortunate to have the opportunity to serve as Superintendent there. 
Knowing the capable staff, enthusiastic volunteers and tirelessly supportive Friends Group as I do, makes the 
realization of this career goal particularly special. My wife and I look forward to becoming a part of that 
community.” 
 
Prior to his NPS career, Payne practiced landscape architecture in the private sector. For 10 years he was 
employed by Bucher, Willis, and Ratliff Consulting Engineers, Architects, and Planners in Kansas City, 
Missouri and was responsible for landscape planning and design, community planning, site planning, recreation 
facility plans and design, various urban design and redevelopment projects, utility airport planning, and military 
facility master planning.  
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA 
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
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For a three-year period, Payne was the chief landscape architect for the firm’s five offices in Kansas, Missouri, 
Texas, and Illinois. His project work in urban redevelopment planning and public improvement achieved 
recognition from the Prairie Gateway Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects and the Kansas 
Engineering Society. 
 
From 1985-88, Payne was real estate project coordinator for a retail store chain operating in 17 states. His 
primary responsibilities included locating and acquiring retail sites and initiating and coordinating the design 
and construction efforts necessary to get them constructed and operational.  
 
A native of Topeka, Kansas, Payne attended Washburn University in Topeka from 1966 to 1969, majoring in 
History, with a minor in English. He was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1969 and trained in aerial navigation, 
aerial photography, remote infrared sensing and airborne radar mapping.  From 1971 to 1975, he attended 
Kansas State University in Manhattan, Kansas, earning a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture Degree, cum 
laude. Payne is a registered landscape architect in the State of Kansas. 
 
Keith and his wife, Judy, have four children including Brian, Emily, Jennifer and Courtney, who is currently 
attending Colorado State University.  Keith and Judy have six grandchildren. 
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